
New Construction Loans

At Heritage Community Bank you can

go from construction to permanent
financing with one simple loan –
refinancing is not required when the

project is complete.

Let’s Build Your Dream!

114 W. Church St. • 1435 70 Bypass
3626 E. Andrew Johnson Hwy.

423-636-5000 www.hcbonline.us

NMLS#402504

SHARON ‘Darlene’ 
     CARTER
VICKIE JEAN HENSLEY
SONNY WAYNE MARSH

BARBARA JEAN 
     OTTINGER
LORI ANN SUMMEY

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Chance of rain. Low around 32.

Friday — Chance of rain/snow. High around 44.

Saturday — Chance of snow. High around 35.

Sunday — Mostly cloudy. High around 37.

Monday — Chance of rain/snow. High around 38.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The number of new 
COVID-19 cases has flat-
tened over the past three 
weeks, but it is too early 
to tell if it is an indication 
of a decline in the level of 
the virus within the region, 
according to Ballad Health 
officials.

Ballad Health officials 
will watch trends over the 
next couple weeks as this 
flattening may be due to 
lower testing volumes or 
the beginning impact of 
vaccines, Jamie Swift, chief 
infection prevention officer 
for the health system, said 
during a weekly coronavi-
rus briefing.

“It is too early to say defi-
nitely one way or another,” 

she said.
Recent vaccine distribu-

tion has been an encourag-
ing development in the past 
few weeks, Swift said.

“However, we can’t lose 
site of the reality of the 
situation,” she continued. 
“The number of COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 

are not letting up. Just last 
week, we broke the record 
for our positivity rate with 

Officials: Too Early To Tell If Curve Flattening

County Records 47 
New Virus Cases

PHOTO COURTESY OF BALLAD HEALTH

Eric Deaton, right, chief operating officer of Ballad Health, shares vaccine distribution 
information during Wednesday’s COVID-19 briefing. To his left is sign language interpreter 
Andrew Metcalf.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

One of the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
is the heavy mental toll 
that it takes on patients 
and caregivers.

David Sapp, clinical 
programs manager at 
Woodridge Hospital, 
described treatment for 
those with mental health 
issues who are being 
treated for COVID-19 in 
regional medical hospi-
tals. Sapp’s comments 
came during Wednesday’s 
weekly coronavirus brief-
ing by Ballad Health.

The mental and emo-
tional toll of the pandemic 
can be seen among many 
individuals in the region, 
Sapp said. As people 

encounter stress, their 
ability to cope is chal-
lenged and people have 
experienced various levels 
of depression and anxiety 
due to the pandemic, he 
continued.

“It is not surprising that 
alcohol sales have gone 
up and there is a rising 
level in illicit drug use,” 
he said.

Everyone can take a role 
in helping others remain 
mentally and emotionally 
well during the pandemic, 
Sapp said.

Isolation is a primary 
issue, and he encouraged 
people to check in with 
their neighbors, families 
and friends on a regular 
basis as well as express 

Pandemic Takes Heavy Mental 
Toll On Patients, Caregivers

Therapist Encourages ‘Watching Out For Each Other’
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NASHVILLE (AP) — A 
statue of country music icon 
Dolly Parton could be added 
to the Capitol grounds in 
Nashville, Tennessee, if one 
state lawmaker gets his way.

Democratic Rep. John 
Mark Windle introduced 
a bill Tuesday that aims to 
honor Parton “for all that she 
has contributed to this state,” 
news outlets reported.

Aside from her status as 
a music icon, Parton is a 
lifelong philanthropist. She 
founded the Imagination 
Library, which mails books 
to children under the age 
of 5 across the world to im-
prove child literacy, and her 
million-dollar donation to 
Vanderbilt University helped 
develop the highly effective 
Moderna coronavirus vac-
cine. Her advocacy for racial 
justice was recently celebrat-
ed in a mural in Nashville.

Windle said the state 
capitol commission would 
solicit input to develop a plan 
for the statue, including its 
design, and he said it should 
face toward the Ryman Audi-
torium, where she sometimes 
performs. No taxpayer dol-
lars would be spent accord-
ing to the bill, which would 
create a fund for private gifts, 
grants and donations to pay 
for the statue.

“At this point in history, 
is there a better example, 
not just in America but in 
the world, of a leader that 
is (a) kind, decent, passion-
ate human being?” Windle 
said Wednesday. “(She’s) a 
passionate person who loves 
everyone, and everyone loves 
her.”

Lawmaker Wants Dolly Parton 
Statue At Tennessee Capitol
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In this Nov. 13, 2019 file photo, Dolly Parton performs at the 53rd annual CMA Awards in Nashville. A Ten-
nessee lawmaker has proposed erecting a statue of Parton on the grounds of the state Capitol in honor of 
“all that she has contributed to this state,” including a $1 million gift to Nashville’s Vanderbilt University that 
helped researchers develop Moderna’s experimental coronavirus vaccine.

BY LISA MASCARO, MARY 
CLARE JALONICK, JONATHAN 
LEMIRE AND ALAN FRAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump was im-
peached by the U.S. House for a 
historic second time, charged with 
“incitement of insurrection” over 
the deadly mob siege of the U.S. 
Capitol in a swift and stunning 
collapse of his final days in office.

With the Capitol secured by 
armed National Guard troops 
inside and out, the House vot-
ed 232-197 on Wednesday to 
impeach Trump. The proceedings 
moved at lightning speed, with 
lawmakers voting just one week 
after violent pro-Trump loyalists 
stormed the Capitol.

Ten Republicans fled Trump, 
joining Democrats who said he 
needed to be held accountable 
and warned ominously of a “clear 
and present danger” if Congress 
should leave him unchecked 
before Democrat Joe Biden’s inau-
guration Jan. 20.

Trump is the only U.S. president 
to be twice impeached. It was 
the most bipartisan presidential 
impeachment in modern times, 
more so than against Bill Clinton 
in 1998.

The Capitol insurrection 
stunned and angered lawmak-
ers, who were sent scrambling 
for safety as the mob descended, 
and it revealed the fragility of 
the nation’s history of peaceful 
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