
LONNIE CUTSHALL
CHRISTINA MAE FOSTER
BARBARA BANKS   
       DAVENPORT
OLLIE DOTSON

GARNER RAY OVERTURF
IRENE BROYLES RICKER
MITZI PAULINE STARNES

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly clear. Low around 65.

Wednesday — Sunny, T-storms. High around 92.

Thursday — Chance for T-storms. High around 91.

Friday — T-storms likely. High around 90.

Saturday — T-storms, rain possible. High around 90.
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3124 BRISTOL HWY., JOHNSON CITY, TN • 844-677-1458 • JohnsonCityToyota.com

4Runner SR5 4x4 4.0L 6-Cyl.

TODAY

TOMORROW

TOYOTA

NEW 2020 4Runner Lease Offer  LEASE FOR

$378/MO
FOR 36 MONTHS*

STK: 20564

Lease a new 2020 Toyota 4Runner for just $378 a month 36 Month closed end lease on 4runner 2020-8664. $0 due at signing, customer capitalized cost reduction of $2517.9, security deposit of $0, and assumes 
$1500 rebate direct from Toyota is applied to due at signing. Lease vehicle includes the following optional equipment: 50 State Emissions, Premium Audio, All weather Mats and Keep It Wild Saving. $37851.10 
adjusted capitalized cost assumes dealer participation, which may vary. MSRP $40369 includes destination charge. Your payment may vary depending on final price. Base monthly payment of $378 does not 
include tax. Taxes, license, title, insurance, regionally required equipment, and other dealer’s charges are extra, and are not included in the amounts shown. Excludes $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Lessee 
pays maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.20 per mile charge for all mileage over 10000 miles per year (low mileage lease). Lease end purchase option $26643. Available to qualified customers through US 
Bank. Not all customers will qualify. Delivery must be taken from dealer stock between 07/7/2020 and 08/03/2020 and is subject to availability. 

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Face masks are now 
mandatory for all individ-
uals entering the Greene 
County Courthouse.

The face-covering 
requirement is effective 
Tuesday “and continues 
until further order of the 
(Tennessee Supreme) 
Court,” Chief Justice Jef-
frey S. Bivins wrote in an 
order issued late last week.

The state Supreme Court 
issued the statewide order 

“requiring all persons 
entering a courthouse for 
the purpose of court-relat-
ed business to wear a face 
covering over the nose and 
mouth.”

Face covering “shall be 
worn at all times while in 
the building,” Bivins wrote.

Bivins first issued an 
order March 13 declaring 
a judicial emergency in 
the state relating to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The emergency has been 
extended multiple times 
through additional orders.

As coronavirus cases 
lessened in number, Bivins 
on May 26 issued order 
easing restrictions on 
in-person hearings and 
allowed for jury trials to 
begin after July 3. No trials 
are scheduled in Greene 
County in the immedi-
ate future, Circuit Court 
Clerk Chris Shepard said 
Monday.

All other pandemic safety 
protocols put in place in 
May by the state Supreme 
Court remain in effect.

“We are basically follow-

ing the same rules we are 
on right now (but) masks 
are mandatory. I guess 
that is the biggest change,” 
Shepard said.

Many people who have 
business at the courthouse 
are arriving with a face 
mask, but masks will be 
provided to those who 
don’t have one, Shepard 
said.

Free face coverings have 
been made available at the 
courthouse by the Greene 
County Bar Association 
and Greene County Sher-

iff’s Department.
The court system in 

Greene County reopened 
May 1.

Restrictions and proce-
dures relating to COVID-19 
were put in place when 
court resumed.

Each person entering the 
courthouse is asked a series 
of health-related questions 
and has their temperature 
taken with a no contact 
thermometer by a court 
security officer.

The number of people 
allowed in the courthouse 

and each courtroom will be 
monitored by the presiding 
judge and courthouse secu-
rity. A large tent covering 
to accommodate the over-
flow was placed recently in 
front of the Greene County 
Courthouse.

The plan to ensure the 
safety of everyone entering 
the courthouse “will be 
exacted with military-type 
precision,” 3rd Judicial 
District Chancellor Douglas 
T. Jenkins recently said.

Face Masks Now Mandatory At Greene County Courthouse

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A facial covering mandate 
will go into effect for Greene 
County on Wednesday.

Greene County Mayor Kevin 
Morrison announced Monday 
evening that the mandate 
would go into effect Wednes-
day morning. A declaration 
about the masks is expected to 
be prepared on Tuesday.

“After careful consideration 
and receiving very alarming 
and troubling statistics from 

Ballad Health Systems on the 
near tripling of hospitaliza-
tion cases in our area just this 
week, along with the fact that 
our school officials are working 
diligently to open schools on 
time and as safely as possible, 
and as we look to keep busi-
nesses open and our economy 
from closing once again, it 
is necessary to enact a mask 
mandate or facial covering 
mandate for Greene County to 
assist in curbing the dramatic 
rise in cases across our com-
munity,” Morrison said.

The county manager ac-
knowledged the mandate “is 
obviously not enforceable as 
it does not have the weight 
of law” and said said county 
officials won’t ask law enforce-
ment agencies “to be the mask 
police.”

It is, he said, “a challenge 
to all of our citizens to wear a 
mask in open public settings 
where there are many gath-
ered, and where social distanc-
ing is not possible, to help us 
gain control of this dramatic 
rise in cases before our health 

care system is overwhelmed.
“It is a plea to do the right 

thing to protect those we love 
and those most vulnerable,” 
Morrison said.

Greene County recorded 
six new cases of the novel 
coronavirus Monday, bringing 
the total to date to 157 and the 
number of active cases to 64.

Those six new cases were 
part of the 3,314 reported 
across the state Monday, a 
record number of new virus 

Greene Mayor Issues 
Face Mask Mandate

COVID-19 Cases Continue To Rise In County As State Sets New Record
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Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee removes his mask as he begins a news conference July 1 in Nashville. Greene County Mayor Kevin Morrison an-

nounced Monday evening that he would issue a facial covering mandate to go into effect Wednesday morning.

SEE MASKS, PAGE 7A

SEE CASES, PAGE 7A

BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

Health and safety concerns for 
teachers and students in Greene 
County Schools was the main topic 
of discussion at the called Greene 
County Board of Education meeting 
Monday night.

The meeting was called in order to 
approve the Framework for Return-
ing to School document developed by 
the district for returning to school in 
the fall.

After extensive discussion the 
board approved the document with 
two amendments as the framework 
for a return to “brick and mortar” 
instruction.

Director of Schools David McLain 
said a separate plan for virtual learn-
ing will be finalized later this month.

The amendments to the plan are 
to align the definitions for rate of 
COVID-19 spread with the definitions 
in the plan developed by Greeneville 
City Schools and to change the proto-
cols for screening students and staff 
to say that if a student is found to 
have a temperature of 100 or higher 
he or she should stay home. Before 
the amendments the document con-
tained some references to students 
staying home if a temperature of 
100.4 was discovered.

The plan developed by Greeneville 
City Schools, Framework for Safe 
Reopening of Schools, defines a rate 
of spread as “no to minimal” if there 
is an average rate of new COVID-19 
cases per 100,000 of 0-6.99 in the 
previous 14 days for a period of three 
consecutive days. Spread is consid-
ered “minimal to moderate” while 
there is an average per 100,000 of 
7-10.99 new cases in the same time 
period of 14 days for three consecu-
tive days, and an average rate of 11 or 
more per 100,000 in the same time 
frame is considered substantial.

McLain said the Greene County 
school system will align the defini-
tions for rates of spread with those 
defined in the city schools’ plan as 
both districts are involved with the 
Greene Technology Center and deal 

County BOE  
Approves Revised 
Back-To-School 

Plans

SEE PLANS, PAGE 7A


