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Tonight — T-storms likely. Low around 45.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 51.

Friday — Partly sunny. High around 49.

Saturday — Rain showers. High around 52.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 40.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Residents expressed 
concerns Tuesday about 
a proposed site for a new 
station for the Greeneville 
Fire Department between 
Carson and Forest streets 
to members of the town’s 
Regional Planning Com-
mission.

Most of those concerns, 

primarily in regards to 
noise and traffic around the 
proposed fire station, were 
discussed during a meet-
ing of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals following the plan-
ning commission meeting. 
The planning commission 
members comprise the 
Board of Zoning Appeals.

A side yard setback vari-
ance and an exemption to 
allow a public building on 

the property, which is in a 
R-3 residential zone, were 
approved by the board.

The action followed com-
ments from residents about 
the proposed fire station. 
Dennis Silva, who lives on 
Forest Street near the pro-
posed location, said that 
residents now hear sirens 
from Greeneville-Greene 
County Emergency Medical 
Service ambulances as 

they leave from its station 
on Forest Street near the 
Asheville Highway inter-
section. “The same thing is 
going to happen with the 
Fire Department,” he said.

Greeneville Fire Chief 
Alan Shipley also com-
mented about the depart-
ment’s plans to reduce 
noise around the station 
for the neighboring res-
idents. “We want to be a 

good neighbor,” he said.
Greeneville Planning 

Director Logan Engle told 
the board that the fire de-
partment is requesting the 
side yard setback variance 
to allow the building to be 
moved closer to Maude 
Street and away from the 
remaining lots in the block 
that front Takoma Avenue, 
which have been purchased 
by the Greeneville Adven-

tist Academy.
The variance is needed 

because the R-3 zone re-
quires 50 feet of side yard 
setback for a public use 
structure, which is much 
more restrictive than it re-
quires for residences, Engle 
said. A single family resi-
dence is required to have a 
side yard setback of 8 feet.

Residents Express Concerns About New Fire Station

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The Tusculum Planning Com-
mission Tuesday night endorsed 
the submission of a Community 
Transportation Planning Grant 
grant by the city to the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation.

The acting president of Tus-
culum College, Dr. Greg Nelson, 
was at the meeting to offer the 
college’s support on behalf of 
incoming President Dr. Scott 
Hummel in the grant application 
process.

The TDOT transportation grant, 
if awarded, has a $125,000 cap, 
with a 10 percent local match. 
City officials hope Tusculum 
University can contribute to the 
local match should the grant be 
awarded.

Mayor Alan Corley, also a 
planning commission member 
and member of the Tusculum 
University Board of Trustees, met 
recently with a TDOT official and 

Tusculum Planners 
Endorse TDOT  
Mobility Grant  

Application

Foggy Morning On 
Monument Hill
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Wednesday morning’s foggy conditions lent an air of reflective solitude to the Andrew Johnson National Cemetery. The fog is to give way to 

rain and possible thunderstorms into overnight Wednesday, according to the National Weather Service forecast. Sunny skies are to return 

for Thursday, but with much cooler and more seasonal temperatures. Highs are forecast around 50 degrees on Thursday through Saturday 

and dipping to near 40 on Sunday.

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI AND 
JONATHAN MATTISE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee an-
nounced Tuesday that he’ll sign 
into law a measure that would 
assure continued taxpayer fund-
ing of faith-based foster care and 
adoption agencies even if they 
exclude LGBT families and others 
based on religious beliefs.

The GOP-controlled Senate 
gave the bill final passage on 
the first day of the 2020 legisla-
tive session after it was initially 
approved by the House last April. 
The bill was sent to the Repub-
lican governor amid warnings 
by critics of possible negative 
consequences for Tennessee’s 
reputation.

Lee’s communication director, 
Chris Walker, confirmed in a 
statement Tuesday evening that 
the governor would sign the bill. 

Gov. Lee: 
Will Sign 

Anti-LGBT 
Adoption Bill

M
y journalism 
advisor at Ten-
nessee Tech back 
in the 1970s used 

to tell the story of one of his 
journalism graduates who got a 
newspaper reporting job.

One of his first assignments 
involved interviewing a man 
known to be hesitant about 
talking to the press.

The reporter got his interview 
and wrote the story with great 
care, trying hard to do a good 
job so as not to further preju-
dice the man against reporters.

His phone rang a day or so af-
ter the story ran. He answered 
and heard the man he’d inter-
viewed tell him: “You made me 
sound like a babbling chimpan-
zee.” Then came the click of the 
phone hanging up.

That’s just one illustration of 
how important it is to choose 
the right words, whether you 
are a reporter writing a story, 
a teacher speaking to a class, a 
politician orating for votes, a 

minister presenting a sermon, 
or a family friend delivering a 
funeral eulogy.

I was reminded of how easy 
it is to make errors in a story 
I wrote a few days ago that 
included a comment from 
Richard Southerland, whom 
I’ve known for many years. I 
unwittingly typed “Bob South-
erland” instead. I’ve known Bob 
for years, too, which probably 

contributed to me not noticing 
what I’d done.

Both, I hope, will forgive the 
blunder.

Choosing the wrong words 
sometimes can generate awk-
ward situations. I remember a 
video clip of a country singer 
in concert, doing that patron-
ize-the-venue location thing 
performers always do: “It’s 
great to be here in Kansas City, 
Missouri!” The only problem 
was, he was in Kansas City, 
Kansas, which the crowd quick-
ly let him know.

There was a banquet speaker 
here in Greeneville once who 
spoke about the pleasure of 
visiting the hometown of Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson. Well, no. 
Not quite right.

On a more childish level, my 
first granddaughter, when she 
was first learning to talk and to 
sing songs, had her own version 
of “Bah Bah Black Sheep, Have 
You Any Wool?” She would 
sing, “Bah Bah, Black Sheep, 

have you any weed?” Her par-
ents quickly taught her the right 
word in case that black sheep 
turned out to be an undercover 
Drug Task Force officer.

My dad had his own set of 
mispronounced words. He pro-
nounced “mustache” as “mush-
tash.” The word “area” usually 
came out as a-REE-ah, the first 
syllable pronounced as a long A.

Former Chicago Mayor Rich-
ard Daley once referred to the 
“Alcoholics Unanimous” 12-step 
program. And an Australian 
governmental leader publicly 
assured the world that no single 
person is the “suppository of all 
wisdom.”

Barney Fife on the old Andy 
Griffith Show was forever say-
ing things in his own charming-
ly inept way: Sigmund Frood. 
Compelshun. The Smith Broth-
ers Institution in Washington. 
Kleptomineracks. Avaricious 
reader. Larnyx. Therapetic.

Getting The Words Right Makes All 
The Difference

CLIPS TO KEEP

CAMERON JUDD

SEE GRANT, PAGE 7A

SEE BILL, PAGE 7A SEE JUDD, PAGE 6A

SEE STATION, PAGE 7A


