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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — T-storms likely. Low around 66.

Friday — T-storms likely. High around 77.

Saturday — T-storms likely. High around 81.

Sunday — T-storms likely. High around 80.

Monday — T-storms likely. High around 81.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

S
eventy-five years ago 
today, Allied troops 
stormed ashore in France 

to open the final bloody chap-
ter of World War II in Europe.

U.S. Army combat engineer 
Arthur Ricker was among 
American troops to hit the 
beaches of Normandy. At 98, 
Ricker is one of a handful of 
surviving veterans who can 
recount what he saw and heard 
on D-Day.

The lifelong Tusculum 
resident is willing to share his 
wartime experiences as a way 

of helping younger generations 
understand the true cost of 
freedom.

Ricker enlisted in the Army 
in 1940. He was 23 years 
old on D-Day. Ricker said 
Wednesday that it does not 
feel like three-quarters of a 
century have passed since that 
historic event.

“No, not really,” he said.
On the morning of D-Day, 

ground troops landed across 
five assault beaches. American 
troops were responsible for 
beaches code-named Utah and 
Omaha. Omaha Beach proved 

D-DAY 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

‘I’ve Seen The Worst Of The Worst’

D-Day Soldier Recalls Historic 
Event 75 Years Ago
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Arthur Ricker looks over some of the books, magazines and other 

items he has relating to the D-Day landing on June 6, 1944.
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This photo of Arthur Ricker was taken during World War II. 

Ricker was 19 years old when he enlisted in the Army in 

1940 and 23 when he and the 4th Infantry Division landed 

on Utah Beach in France on June 6, 1944.

BY RAF CASERT AND JOHN LEICESTER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

OMAHA BEACH, France (AP) — With 
the silence of remembrance and respect, 
nations honored the memory of the fallen 
and the singular bravery of all Allied troops 
who sloshed through bloodied water to the 
landing beaches of Normandy, a tribute of 
thanks 75 years after the D-Day assault that 
doomed the Nazi occupation of France and 
portended the fall of Hitler’s Third Reich.

French President Emmanuel Macron 
and President Donald Trump praised the 
soldiers, sailors and airmen, the survivors 
and those who lost their lives, in powerful 
speeches Thursday that credited the June 
6, 1944 surprise air and sea operation that 
brought tens of thousands of men to Nor-
mandy, each not knowing whether he would 
survive the day.

“You are the pride of our nation, you are 
the glory of our republic and we thank you 
from the bottom of our heart,” Trump said, 

D-DAY 75TH ANNIVERSARY

D-Day 75: Nations Honor Veterans, 
Memory Of Fallen Troops
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President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron greet veterans as they 

arrive to a ceremony to commemorate the 75th anniversary of D-Day at The Normandy 

American Cemetery, Thursday, in Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Clerk’s office 
has proposed to open a drive-th-
ru service for vehicle registration 
renewals.

Greene County Clerk Lori Bryant 
told the Greene County Commission’s 
Budget and Finance Committee 
on Wednesday that the proposed 
drive-thru service could be opened in 
a new development under construc-
tion at the intersection of Summer 
Street and the Highway 70 Truck 
Route.

A drive-thru could be located on 
one of the end of the commercial 
building, which is planned to contain 
three different storefronts.

The drive-thru would benefit citi-
zens with disabilities, the elderly and 
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greene County may have some-
thing in a few months it has not had 
in years — a single property tax rate 
for landowners both within and out-
side Greeneville corporate limits.

Whether the Greene County Com-
mission approves a single tax rate or 
votes to keep separate tax rates for 
inside and outside Greeneville, the 
amount paid by the town’s landown-
ers will increase in the year ahead.

The County Commission’s Budget 
and Finance Committee on Wednes-
day voted to recommend a single tax 
rate of $2.0145 per $100 of assessed 
property.

This rate is the same as what was 
assessed during the current fiscal 
year for properties in Greene County 
but outside Greeneville limits, so 
there would be no increase for a ma-
jority of those paying property tax.

If approved, for property owners 
inside Greeneville, it would be an 
increase from what was levied this 
year — $1.8551 per $100 in assessed 
value.

Two tax rates have been tra-
ditionally set in the past several 
years, one rate for county taxpayers 
outside Greeneville and a lower rate 
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