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Tonight — Showers. Low around 34.

Wednesday — Showers. High around 59.

Thursday — Chance of snow. High around 38.

Friday — Partly sunny. High around 38.

Saturday — Mostly sunny. High around 48.
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SPORTS: 
Defense, 

Again, Rules the 

NFL Playoffs. 1B

LIFESTYLES: 
New Central Ballet 

Theatre Show 

Based On Genesis. 4A
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

US Nitrogen should soon be 
on the Greene County property 
tax rolls.

Sixteen parcels of land where 
the Midway facility is located 
will be conveyed to US Nitro-
gen by the Greeneville-Greene 
County Industrial Development 
Board.

On Jan. 1, 2013, the property 
was conveyed from US Nitrogen 
to the IDB as part of a tax abate-
ment program agreed upon 
before the company located in 
Greene County.

The 10-year-lease between the 
IDB and US Nitrogen includ-
ed a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes 
agreement, known as a PILOT 
program, that expired on Jan. 1. 
The IDB met Monday and mem-

bers gave tentative approval to 
the transfer.

IDB attorney Jerry Laughlin 
will review a proposed lease to 
be prepared by US Nitrogen at-
torney Michael Stagg and bring 
the draft agreement before the 
IDB at an upcoming meeting for 
formal approval.

Also approved was a request 
by US Nitrogen to update a lease 
agreement in place for the IDB 

to retain title to three other land 
parcels that include pipelines 
feeding water to the Pottertown 
Road facility from the Noli-
chucky River. The parcels in-
clude a water tank and pumping 
station.

US Nitrogen will remain 
responsible for all maintenance, 
repair, upkeep and indemnifi-
cation costs connected to the 
properties.

“All we’re proposing is to keep 
the status quo,” Stagg said.

US Nitrogen produces liquid 
ammonium nitrate, a compo-
nent known as ANSOL used in 
blasting agents. The company 
also makes ammonia and nitric 
acid in order to create ANSOL. 
It uses a pumping station and 
two 12-mile-long pipelines to 

US Nitrogen Property To Go On County Tax Rolls

BY SPENCER MORRELL
STAFF WRITER

A representative from the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority attended 
the Greeneville Energy Author-
ity board meeting on Monday 
to provide the governing board 
of Greeneville Light & Power 
System more information about 
the rolling blackouts that affected 
Greene County over the Christmas 
weekend in 2022.

As an arctic air mass plunged 
temperatures in Greene County 
and much of the southeast into 
the single digits and near zero 
degrees for multiple days over the 
Christmas weekend, the Tennes-
see Valley Authority instituted 
rolling blackouts in all of the 
local utilities it powers, includ-
ing Greeneville Light & Power 
System.

A press release from TVA in 
December said that the blackouts 
were ordered to keep the power 
grid stable during the high energy 
demand as people tried to keep 
their homes warm in the low tem-
peratures.

According to GLPS President 
and CEO Chuck Bowlin, keeping 
the power grid stable is impera-
tive in the “real-time system that 
TVA operates in.”

“As power load and demand 
comes on, TVA has to react and 
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TVA Taking Steps To Shore 
Up Plants Against Future 

Severe Weather
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Chris Quillen, a TVA Regional Rela-

tions official, discussed the rolling 

blackouts that occurred in Greene 

County in late December at Mon-

day’s meeting of the Greeneville 

Energy Authority board.

BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

A colorful quilt made from 
personalized pieces created in 
Greene County nearly 100 years 
ago is being preserved as a 
family heirloom in Spartanburg 
County, South Carolina.

Claudia (Bragdon) Powell 
recently shared the fascinating 
story of the Dutch Girl-pattern 
quilt with The Greeneville Sun 
in hopes it would bring back 
fond memories for many local 
families.

The quilt belonged to Powell’s 
great-aunt, Mary Hurley Wells, 
a longtime educator and princi-
pal in both the Greene County 
and Greeneville City school 
systems.

Wells’ career in education 
lasted from 1925 until retire-
ment in 1971, after which she 
returned for a three-month stint 
as substitute during the 1972-73 
school year.

During her 46-year teach-
ing career, she taught at or 
was principal of several local 
schools: Bradburn Hill (1925-
26), Glenwood (1926-27), 
Mosheim (1927-28), Roby Fitz-
gerald, Greeneville’s first public 
school, (1928-29), Mt. Airy 
(1929-31), DeBusk (1931-34), 
Walkers (1934-1948), Glen-
wood (1942-48) and Greeneville 
Junior High (1948-72).

Wells was instrumental in the 
education of many Greeneville 
and Greene County residents 
from such family names as: 

Babb, Brooks, Bryant, Cutshall 
and Cutshaw, Farnsworth, Fort-
ner, Haney, Hardin, Harmon, 
Lamb, Lowery, Morrison, Par-
ton, Renner, Roberts, Shelton, 
Tullock, Wells, Wykle and many 

others.
In 1932, Wells’ students at 

DeBusk made the quilt pieces as 
a Christmas gift for her.

“During that time, people 
were continuing to recover 

from the economic hardships 
caused by the onset of the Great 
Depression in 1929. Times were 
hard, and money was difficult to 

‘A Cherished Family Treasure’
Quilt Has Ties 

To Greene 
County History
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This colorful Dutch Girl quilt is preserved in Spartanburg, S.C.

BY ADRIAN SAINZ 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEMPHIS — A lawyer for 
the family of a Black man who 
died at a hospital three days 
after a confrontation with police 
during a traffic stop said Mon-
day that video of the encounter 
shows it was “violent” and 
“troublesome on every level.”

The footage of Tyre Nichols’ 
Jan. 7 arrest “is appalling. It is 
deplorable. It is heinous,” attor-
ney Ben Crump said during a 
news conference.

Crump, who viewed the 
footage earlier Monday along 

with Nichols’ family and their 
other lawyers, said it reminded 
them of the infamous video of 
the Los Angeles police beating 
of Rodney King.

“Regrettably, it reminded us 
of Rodney king video. ... And 
unlike Rodney King, Tyre didn’t 
survive,” he said.

Nichols, a 29-year-old 
father, FedEx worker and avid 
skateboarder, was arrested 
after officers stopped him for 
reckless driving, police said. In 
a news release the day after his 
arrest, the department said that 
as officers approached Nich-
ols’ vehicle, “a confrontation 

occurred’ and he ran. It said 
officers caught up to him and 
that “another confrontation oc-
curred” while they were taking 
him into custody. Police said 
he complained of shortness of 
breath and was hospitalized.

Nichols died Jan. 10 at the 
hospital. His family said the 
beating caused him to have a 
heart attack and kidney failure. 
Authorities have only said that 
Nichols experienced a medi-
cal emergency. Officials said 
a cause of death hasn’t been 
determined.

“My son died on Jan. 7. 
The doctors pulled the plug 

on Jan. 10,” Nichols’ mother, 
RowVaughn Wells said Mon-
day.

Crump said Nichols was 
tased, pepper sprayed and re-
strained during the encounter. 
Another of the family’s attor-
neys, Antonio Romanucci, said 
police beat Nichols for three 
minutes.

“He was a human piñata for 
those police officers,” Roma-
nucci said.

City and community leaders 
have expressed concern about 
the possibility of civil unrest 

Attorneys Liken Tyre Nichols’ ‘Violent’ 

Memphis Arrest To Rodney King Beating
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