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Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Low around 43.

Saturday — Partly sunny. High around 67.

Sunday — Rain showers. High around 67.

Monday — Chance for rain showers. High around 55.

Tuesday — Mostly sunny. High around 48.
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BY THOMAS BEAUMONT 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) — Few states have 
changed politically with 
the head-snapping speed 
of Iowa.

In 2008, its voters 
propelled Barack Obama 
to the White House, an 
overwhelmingly white state 
validating the candidacy 
of the first black president. 
A year later, its Supreme 
Court sanctioned same-sex 
marriage, adding a voice 
of Midwestern sensibility 
to a national shift in public 
sentiment. In 2012, Iowa 
backed Obama again.

All that change proved 
too much, too fast, and it 
came as the Great Reces-
sion punished agricultural 
areas, shook the foun-
dations of rural life and 
stoked a roiling sense of 

grievance.
By 2016, Donald Trump 

easily defeated Hillary 

Clinton in Iowa. Republi-
cans were in control of the 
governor’s mansion and 

state legislature and held 
all but one U.S. House seat. 
For the first time since 

1980, both U.S. Senate 
seats were in GOP hands.

What happened? Voters 
were slow to embrace 
Obama’s signature health 
care law. The recession 
depleted college-educat-
ed voters as a share of 
the rural population, and 
Republicans successfully 
painted Democrats’ as the 
party of coastal elites.

Those forces combined 
for a swift Republican re-
surgence and helped create 
a wide lane for Trump.

The self-proclaimed 
billionaire populist ended 
up carrying Iowa by a 
larger percentage of the 
vote than in Texas, winning 
93 of Iowa’s 99 counties, 
including places like work-
ing-class Dubuque and 
Wapello counties, where no 
Republican since Dwight 
D. Eisenhower had won.

But now, as Democrats 

turn their focus to Iowa’s 
kickoff caucuses that begin 
the process of selecting 
Trump’s challenger, could 
the state be showing furtive 
signs of swinging back? 
Caucus turnout will pro-
vide some early measures 
of Democratic enthusiasm, 
and of what kind of can-
didate Iowa’s Democratic 
voters — who have a good 
record of picking the Dem-
ocratic nominee — believe 
has the best chance against 
Trump.

If Iowa’s rightward swing 
has stalled, it could be a 
foreboding sign for Trump 
in other upper Midwestern 
states he carried by much 
smaller margins and would 
need to win again.

“They’ve gone too far to 
the right and there is the 
slow movement back,” 
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Iowa Swung Fiercely To Trump. Will It Swing Back In 2020?
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President Donald Trump arrives to speak at the Republican Party of Iowa’s annual dinner in 

West Des Moines, Iowa, in June. Few states have changed politically with the head-snapping 

speed of Iowa.

BY SARAH R. GREGORY
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Planning and fundraising is 
underway for another monument 
recognizing local service members 
at Veterans Memorial Park.

Veterans Memorial Park Commit-
tee officials plan to fill another stone 
with 225 local veterans’ names, 
which they hope to place and unveil 
for Memorial Day in May 2020.

The park is at 805 Forest Street 
near downtown Greeneville.

The latest monument, Stone 
“D,” was unveiled ahead of the 
community’s Veterans Day service 
in November. It was the fourth 
placed around the park’s flagpole, 
alongside stones A, B and C, each 
of which also recognize 225 local 
veterans by name.

In the five years since the park’s 
transformation began, goals of 
placing new monuments in time 
to coincide with the community’s 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day 
services each year have been met.

After an outpouring of support 
when committee members ex-
pressed concern about meeting the 
Veterans Day 2019 goal, organizers 
got a running start on plans for the 
stone they hope to unveil at the Me-
morial Day service, but more names 
and additional financial support is 
needed.

“We are still taking names for the 
next stone. It’s an ongoing process, 
and we hope to get another up by 
Memorial Day in May,” Veterans 
Memorial Park Committee Chair-
man Grady Barefield said last 
month.

A veteran and active member 
of American Legion Post No. 64, 
including a six-year stint as its 
commander, Barefield is especial-
ly touched by what he called an 
“overwhelming” response from the 
community when his concerns that 
a new monument by Veterans Day 
might not be possible were made 
known in the fall.

“I just really want to thank the 
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H
unters sporting or-
ange vests. Pickup 
truck beds display-
ing the latest kill. 

Check-in stations buzzing 
about wildlife activity. In the 
midst of the current deer sea-
son that ends Jan. 5, these are 
common scenes across Greene 
County.

Yet if state records are any 
indication, the popularity of 
hunting is diminishing. And 
as outdoor enthusiasts have 
made clear for years, the 
decline could have lasting 
consequences.

It may seem ironic: as fewer 
people hunt, conservation 
efforts suffer.

It’s also true.
“For every 10 sportsmen 

today, only 7 are growing up 
to take their place,” Michael 
Butler, CEO of the Tennessee 
Wildlife Federation, said re-
cently. “Why is that a problem 
for wildlife? Sportsmen – 
through license purchases and 
special taxes on equipment 
sales – are the single largest 
source for wildlife manage-
ment funding in Tennessee. 
As the number of sportsmen 
continues to decline, so does 
the primary source of funding 
for wildlife conservation.”

In Tennessee, as well as 
many other states, hunting 
pumps money into gov-
ernment conservation and 
wildlife management efforts. 
The operating budget of the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-
es Agency, for example, is 
almost completely comprised 
of hunting and fishing license 
sales, as well as the federal 
excise tax – about a 10% levy 
on ammunition, firearms and 
a range of archery equipment.

According to state records, 
there are about 679,000 
licensed hunters in Tennes-
see in 2019. That’s a dip of 
about 3% from 2018, when 
there were just over 700,000 

Conservation Suffers 
As Hunting Wanes
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Greene County Hunter Joe Susong takes advantage of hunting ducks in timber in 2005. State figures 

show that as numbers of sportsmen decline, so, too, do funds for wildlife management and conserva-

tion linked to licenses and taxes on equipment.
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