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2020

People’s
CHOICE

Awards

Gift your Mom
your love... and a
Unique gift from
our selection!

NASH ARMSTRONG
PEGGY ANN WADDELL DUNN
ELIZABETH GRACE 
     LAUGHLIN
DAVID W. HAMMONS

DEBRA ‘Debbie’ McAFEE
LARRY GENE NEAS
JACK E. SEXTON
WILLIAM FRANK WADDELL

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Frost. Low around 29.

Thursday — Frost/mostly sunny. High around 55.

Friday — Frost/Partly sunny. High around 63.

Saturday — Showers. High around 62.

Sunday — Showers. High around 62.
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BY CAMERON JUDD
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Greeneville Town Administrator 
Todd Smith is to begin discus-
sion with the Greeneville Energy 
Authority about the feasibility 
of the town purchasing what has 

long been the Greeneville Light 
& Power System building, should 
the power company choose to 
move its offices elsewhere.

The authorization, given Tues-
day by action of the town’s Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen meeting 
in regular session, is simply to 

begin discussion of the idea to see 
if it looks promising.

The power company already 
owns property along Highway 
11E used for warehousing and so 
on, and informal discussion of 
creating a new headquarters on 
that property has been floated. 

Should the power company vacate 
its longtime main offices near the 
town hall, Mayor W.T. Daniels 
and others say the city might 
wish to purchase the building and 
move Greeneville’s administrative 
offices into it, leaving town hall 
with space to expand overcrowded 

police department offices.
Smith is to begin the explor-

atory discussion with the power 
company and keep the town board 
updated.

The board also discussed at 

Greeneville To Explore Purchase Of GLPS Building

The Taste of Greeneville event 
scheduled for May 4 at the Greene 
County Fairgrounds has been 
canceled, Main Street: Greeneville 
and the Greeneville Woman’s 
Club announced on Tuesday.

Refunds will be given for tickets 
already purchased.

According to a news release 
from Main Street: Greeneville, 
several issues affecting local 
restaurants including staffing, 
food availability and costs led to 
the decision.

This year’s Taste of Greeneville 
was to be its 31st edition and its 
return after last year’s event was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The change of venue, 
from the General Morgan Inn 
to the fairgrounds, was meant 
to provide more space for social 
distancing, the organizers said in 
March.

Sarah Webster, president of 
Main Street board of directors, 
and Teresa Lawrence, president 
of the Greeneville Woman’s Club, 
expressed appreciation in the 
news release for the local restau-
rants and vendors who made an 
attempt to participate this year 
and said all of them are anxious to 
continue the event in the future.

The organizers said they “espe-
cially appreciate our title sponsors 
of TEVET and the Capitol Theatre 
for their support and are happy 
they are continuing to support 

Taste of 
Greeneville 

Event 
Canceled

I 
never knew Ron Jones, a 
Greeneville-born man who 
involved himself in many 
good things in this community 

before his passing in 2019, but this 
week I’ve come to feel that I do 
know him a little.

Speaking to his wife, Donna, 
about this weekend’s no-reserve 
auction of more than 100 of the 
classic cars he collected over the 

years, I’ve gotten an idea of what 
made the man tick. His car collect-
ing was only a part of it. That was 
a hobby that engaged his mind, as 
did his love of hunting, fishing and 
outdoor life in general.

What engaged Ron’s heart, 
though, was doing his part to help 
those who most needed it. Donna 
described his service on the board 
of Holston United Methodist Home 

for Children as being “dear to his 
heart.” Likewise he was a longtime 
supporter of the Boys & Girls Club 
and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation.

He established the Volunteer 
Long Beards Chapter of the NWTF 
in Greene County, and through that 
group sponsored special activities 

BY AMY FORLITI,  
STEVE KARNOWSKI  
AND TAMMY WEBBER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Former 
Minneapolis Officer Derek Chauvin 
was convicted Tuesday of murder 
and manslaughter for pinning 
George Floyd to the pavement with 
his knee on the Black man’s neck 
in a case that triggered worldwide 
protests, violence and a furious re-
examination of racism and policing 
in the U.S.

Chauvin, 45, was immediately led 
away with his hands cuffed behind 
his back and could be sent to prison 

for decades.
The verdict — guilty as charged 

on all counts, in a relatively swift, 
across-the-board victory for Floyd’s 
supporters — set off jubilation 
mixed with sorrow across the city 
and around the nation. Hundreds 
of people poured into the streets 
of Minneapolis, some running 
through traffic with banners. Driv-
ers blared their horns in celebra-
tion.

“Today, we are able to breathe 
again,” Floyd’s younger brother 
Philonise said at a joyous fami-
ly news conference where tears 
streamed down his face as he lik-
ened Floyd to the 1955 Mississippi 

lynching victim Emmett Till, except 
that this time there were cameras 
around to show the world what 
happened.

The jury of six whites and six 
Black or multiracial people came 
back with its verdict after about 
10 hours of deliberations over two 
days. The now-fired white officer 
was found guilty of second-degree 
unintentional murder, third-degree 
murder and second-degree man-
slaughter.

Chauvin’s face was obscured 
by a COVID-19 mask, and little 
reaction could be seen beyond his 
eyes darting around the courtroom. 
His bail was immediately revoked. 

Sentencing will be in two months; 
the most serious charge carries up 
to 40 years in prison.

Defense attorney Eric Nelson 
followed Chauvin out of the court-
room without comment.

President Joe Biden welcomed 
the verdict, saying Floyd’s death 
was “a murder in full light of day, 
and it ripped the blinders off for 
the whole world” to see systemic 
racism.

But he warned: “It’s not enough. 
We can’t stop here. We’re going to 
deliver real change and reform. We 
can and we must do more to reduce 

Chauvin Guilty Of Murder And Manslaughter In Floyd’s Death

COURT TV VIA AP, POOL

Former Minneapolis police officer 

Derek Chauvin listens as the ver-

dict is read.

Classic Cars Being Sold 

PHOTO COURTESY OF GAA CLASSIC CARS

Five cars from the Ron Jones collection are pictured. More than 100 classic cars from the collection of the late Ron Jones will be auctioned off 

this week by GAA Classic Cars of Greensboro, N.C.
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Collector’s Service Legacy Won’t Fade Away
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