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Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 29.

Saturday — Sunny. High around 54.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 55.

Monday — Partly sunny. High around 52.

Tuesday — Chance for snow, rain. High around 51.
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SPORTS: 
Devils, Rebels Hit 

Road For Second 

Round Of Football 

Playoffs. 1B

LOCAL: 
JROTC Cadets  

Celebrate  

Veterans Day. 6A
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

An Afton man charged 
with second-degree murder 
in connection with the 
February death of a Chuck-
ey man in Johnson City 
recently entered a guilty 
plea to the lesser charge of 
reckless homicide.

Justin Brian Wills, 35, 
of 3875 Erwin Highway, 

was sentenced Oct. 30 
by Washington County 
Criminal Court Judge 
Stacy Street to a six-year 
sentence that includes one 
year in jail and five years of 
probation.

Joseph Parlier, 24, died 
as a result of injuries suf-
fered in a shooting on the 
night of Feb. 6 at the home 
of an acquaintance of both 
men on East Maple Street. 

Wills was charged with 
the second-degree murder 
count by Johnson City po-
lice after the Chuckey man 
died Feb. 8.

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that Parli-
er went to the house to 
visit the homeowner and 
shortly after entering the 
residence, he received a 
gunshot wound to his head.

“A subsequent investi-

gation revealed that this 
incident was caused by 
negligent handling of a 
firearm and also alcohol 
contributed to this inci-
dent,” a police news release 
after the shooting said.

Wills’ defense lawyer, 
Joseph McAfee, said 
Thursday that subsequent 
investigation showed the 
shooting was accidental.

McAfee said there was 

no evidence of a dispute 
between Wills and Parlier, 
who knew each other.

He said the plea agree-
ment reached with prose-
cutors fits the facts of the 
case.

“Not one shred of evi-
dence has been produced 
that it was anything other 
than a horrible accident, 

Afton Man Enters Plea In Chuckey Man’s Death

Justin Brian Wills

BY STEFANIE DAZIO AND CHRIS WEBER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SANTA CLARITA, Calif. (AP) — A boy 
described as bright, quiet and “normal” 
pulled a gun from his backpack on his 16th 
birthday and opened fire at his high school 
before saving the last bullet for himself, 
authorities said.

The shooting that killed two teenag-
ers and wounded three others Thursday 
at Saugus High School in a Los Angeles 
suburb took just 16 seconds and left the 
attacker hospitalized in critical condition 
with a head wound, authorities said.

Investigators searched the boy’s home as 
they sought a motive for the attack, which 
seemed to target students at random, Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Cap-
tain Kent Wegener said.

Someone posted a message under a 

pseudonym on an Instagram account that 
was reported as possibly belonging to the 
boy, authorities said. The message said: 
“Saugus, have fun at school tomorrow.”

“However, the account has yet to be 
authenticated,” a Sheriff’s Department 
statement said.

It wasn’t clear when the message was 
posted or by whom, Wegener said. It was 
deleted after the shootings, either by a 
hacker or someone who had access to the 
account, he added.

Authorities said the teenager apparently 
acted alone. There was no indication that 
he was affiliated with a group or ideology, 
said Paul Delacourt, the agent in charge of 
the FBI’s Los Angeles field office.

Gunfire erupted at about 7:30 a.m. 
as students were “milling around” and 

LA Suburb Mourns Student Victims After School Shooting
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Students embrace during a vigil at Central Park in the aftermath of a shooting at Saugus 

High School on Thursday in Santa Clarita, Calif.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

G
reene County-Green-
eville EMS personnel 
are often the first 
to arrive at scenes 

where seconds can mean the 
difference between life and 
death.

One such ambulance team 

happened to be at Greeneville 
Community Hospital East on 
June 4.

The actions of Emergen-
cy Medical Technician Josh 
Rodrigues and Advanced 
Emergency Medical Tech-
nician Jordy Clark that day 
in response to an unrelated 
emergency were vital in help-
ing a neonatal transport team 

get a critically ill newborn on 
a Wings Air Rescue flight to 
Niswonger Children’s Hospital 
in Johnson City.

For his actions, Rodrigues 
was named the third-prize 
winner of the Dynarex Corp.’s 
annual First Responder Caring 
Award, a national honor 
announced in October at the 
EMS World Expo in New 

Orleans.
Dynarex is a medical equip-

ment supplier. Rodrigues was 
not at the medical trade show, 
but was presented Thursday 
with a plaque and $250 from 
Dynarex by T.J. Manis, Greene 
County-Greeneville EMS op-
erations director. County EMS 

‘Above And Beyond’

EMS Paramedic Honored For Assisting In Aiding Newborn
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Greene County-Greeneville EMS Paramedic Josh Rodrigues stands by an ambulance Thursday at EMS headquarters on West Summer 

Street. Rodrigues was recently recognized with a First Responder Caring Award for helping a neonatal transport team transfer a critically ill 

newborn from Greeneville Community Hospital East to Niswonger Children’s Hospital.

SEE PLEA, PAGE 7A

BY EUGENIA ESTES 
STAFF WRITER

Residents of Shelton Mission Road 
attending Thursday’s Greene County 
Cable Franchise Committee meeting 
left happier than when they arrived.

Kim Sasser Hayden, senior man-
ager of external affairs for Comcast 
in its Nashville office, reported that 
approval had been given Wednesday 
for the construction of a line to serve 
residents on the road in the Grey-
stone area.

Applications for the needed permits 
are being submitted, and work to 
install a line to provide service could 
begin in 90 days if the permits are 
acquired and it is weather permitting, 
Sasser Hayden said. Permits typically 
involve the use of poles from other 
utilities.

There is not a timeline for the 
completion of the construction yet, 
and there are several variables that 
can determine how long it will take, 
she said.

The approval follows years of 
efforts in the case of some of the 
residents to have the cable service 
installed. Sasser Hayden thanked the 
residents for submitting a petition 
and other information to present to 
those who make the decision regard-
ing extensions of service.

At the last meeting in September, 
Sasser Hayden had explained that the 
Shelton Mission Road project did not 
meet the company’s financial guide-
lines to be eligible for an expansion of 

Efforts To Get 
Cable Service 
In Greystone 

Successful
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