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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Cloudy with rain possible. Low around 38.

Friday — Rain showers. High around 53.

Saturday — Chance for rain showers. High around 42.

Sunday — Partly sunny. High around 40.

Monday — Partly sunny. High around 43.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Establishing a municipal emergency 
medical service continues to be con-
sidered for Greeneville, but the town’s 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen is giv-
ing the proposal careful deliberation.

While no action was taken Tuesday 
during the board meeting, the alder-
men agreed to continue exploring cre-
ation of the emergency medical service 
and to consider designating space to 
house an ambulance in the Green-
eville Fire Department’s planned new 
station on Carson Street.

City Administrator Todd Smith 
thanked the Greeneville Fire Depart-
ment committee that has researched 
what would be needed to start an 
emergency medical service for the 
town’s residents. The information 
was presented to the board at its last 
meeting.

Now that the board has had an 
opportunity to study that information, 
the next step is deciding the direction 
the mayor and aldermen want to pur-
sue, Smith said.

Mayor W.T. Daniels said one ques-
tion is whether the board needs more 
time to consider that information 
before making any decision regarding 
the service’s establishment.

“This is a big step,” he said.
An emergency medical service would 

be a benefit to the community, the 
mayor continued.

The emergency medical service has 
been considered for some time after 

Greeneville BMA 
Continues  

To Consider  
Municipal EMS

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Commission 
approved purchases Tuesday of ambu-
lances and solid waste equipment.

The commission approved the 
purchase of two ambulances and 
heart monitors for Greeneville-Greene 
County Emergency Medical Services. 
The cost for the two ambulances is 
estimated at $380,000, while a cost of 
$310,000 is estimated for nine heart 
monitors. The $690,000 in funds for 
the purchases will be taken from unas-
signed fund balance reserves.

The ambulance purchase is this year’s 
scheduled replacement of two vehicles 
as part of the Emergency Medical Ser-
vices’ recommended plan to replace its 
fleet incrementally.

Agency officials told the EMS Board 
last week that if the ambulances are 
ordered soon, the vehicles can be 
manufactured as part of the current 
production schedule and be delivered 
later this year with ambulances that 
were ordered last year as part of the 
replacement cycle.

The purchase of the heart monitors is 
also a replacement for existing equip-
ment nearing the end of service life.

Commission Approves 
Purchases Of  

Ambulances, Solid 
Waste Equipment

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen deferred 
action Tuesday on a request to 
provide funding for replace-
ment of the gymnasium floor 
at Hal Henard Elementary 
School.

The board also gave its 
approval for improvements at 
the McKee and Main inter-
section and purchases for 
the Public Works and Police 
departments.

The board addressed the 
Church Street bridge project 
with town officials saying they 
understand residents’ frustra-
tions with the situation. The 
bridge was ordered closed last 
May by the state due to safety 
concerns and is in the process 
of being replaced. The latest 
estimate from the contractor 
is that the project should be 
completed in three weeks, de-

pending on favorable weather.
“We know it has been most 

inconvenient for people living 
over there. It is a situation 
that the town had no control 
over. Bridges all come under 
the state of Tennessee,” Mayor 
W.T. Daniels said.

“We know it has caused 
people a lot of aggravation, 
and the town has done every-
thing possible it could do to 
make this as pleasant as it can 
be,” he said. “You have heard 
of Murphy’s law. If anything 
could go wrong there, it did. 
Hopefully now we see a light 
at the end of tunnel.”

It is fortunate that there 
were not safety issues before 
the bridge was closed and 
that it did not cause issues 
with the water lines or other 
utilities located underneath, 
Daniels said. Issues with those 
main lines could cause water 

BMA Defers Action On Hal Henard Floor Request
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Scott Bullington asks a question during discussion of a request by 

the Greeneville School System for the town to make a contribution 

to the replacement of the gym floor at Hal Henard Elementary 

School.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

A fast-moving fire destroyed a house Wednesday at 
15 Kelly Drive in Tusculum.

Owners Auther and Genevieve Thompson were not 
home when the fire started. No injuries were report-
ed, but the brick, ranch-style house was gutted by the 
smoky blaze.

The Tusculum Volunteer Fire Department is within 
a mile of the house at the corner of West Street. Fire-
fighters arrived quickly.

Smoke and fire spread to the roof and attic areas 
of the house, preventing initial entry, said Tusculum 
firefighter Eric Price, incident commander.

Some areas of the house were accessed after the 
flames were brought under control. Safety entered into 
the decision not to do a walk-through after the fire was 
extinguished, said Price, who is also a battalion chief 
with the Greeneville Fire Department.

“There was so much damage, it was really not 
feasible for us to get in there,” Price said Wednesday 
afternoon.

The cause and origin of the fire remain under inves-
tigation.

The fire was called in about 11:20 a.m. Wednesday.
“It’s pretty much a total loss. It’s got smoke and 

flame engagement all the way through it,” Price said.

Fire Destroys Tusculum House
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Fire quickly spread late Wednesday morning through a house at 15 Kelly Drive in Tusculum.
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Genevieve 

Thompson, 

center, is 

assisted by 

Chaplain 

Danny 

Ricker and 

a relative 

after 

she and 

husband 

Auther 

returned to 

their home 

at 15 Kelly 

Drive in 

Tusculum 

to find it 

on fire. No 

injuries 

were 

reported 

in the fire, 

which de-

stroyed the 

house.
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