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Today — Showers. High around 60.

Sunday — Chance of showers. High around 71.

Monday — Partly sunny. High around 75.
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Wednesday — Sunny. High around 65.
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“We Doze But Never Close”

Owner/Operator 

Since 2001.

423-639-6671
• Fast • Dependable • Professional

• Local & Long Distance Towing • Lockout Service

Lynn Hope Towing is family owned and operated. We off er 

light to heavy-duty towing and recovery services and more.
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We can safely transport 
your antique vehicle.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Five new stores have opened 
in the Greeneville Commons 
Shopping Center this year, and the 
recent period of growth is not over.

Two more establishments, Nova 

Sushi and Workout Anytime, are 
scheduled to open within the next 
nine months, according to Brixmor 
Property Group.

“With the opening of five nation-
al tenants this year, Hobby Lobby, 
Marshalls, Five Below, Rack Room 
Shoes and Ross Dress for Less, 

we have seen renewed energy and 
interest in the center and from the 
community,” said Brixmor spokes-
person Maria Pace.

Ross Dress for Less opened last 
weekend.

Nova Sushi is expected to open a 
2,800-square-foot restaurant be-

fore the end of the year, according 
to Pace. The new restaurant will 
be located in what are now two 
storefront spaces between Pal’s 
and GNC.

The restaurant specializes in 
authentic Japanese sushi cuisine, 
according to the website for its 

Atlanta location. In addition to su-
shi, the restaurant’s menu features 
Japanese dishes.

Workout Anytime, a 24-hour 
gym, will temporarily occupy a 
storefront next to Hobby Lobby 

Restaurant, 24-Hour Gym Coming To Greeneville Commons

L
eaders of Greene County 
and Tennessee, I’ve got a 
proposal for your consid-
eration.

It’s not political 
and I don’t think 
would be controver-
sial, though likely 
you’ll think, at first 
blush, that it makes 
no sense.

Here goes: I 
propose that the 
Greene County 
Commission should 
name Phil Collins 
an honorary Greene 

Countian, and the State of Tennes-
see should make him an honorary 
Tennessean.

Right now you’re thinking, huh? 
Does he mean Phil “Sussudio” Col-
lins? That guy who can’t hurry love 
and would not lend a hand if you 
told him you were drowning?

Okay, I’ll force myself to go no 
further with strained Phil Collins 
lyric references. But yeah, that’s the 
Phil Collins I’m talking about. The 
singing British drummer from the 
band Genesis who also became a 
solo superstar in the 1980s.

The guy truly does deserve to be 
an honorary Greene Countian. And 
Davy Crockett would back me up 
on that informal nomination, if he 

We Should 
Make Phil 

Collins An 
Honorary 

Citizen
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

When Andy and Ellen McCall 
first entered St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in Memphis 
seeking help for their daughter 
Penelope, they could not have 
imagined that step in their fam-
ily’s journey would lead to new 
paths — helping other families 
around the world.

While Penelope succumbed to 
her health battles shortly before 
her second birthday in 2016, the 
McCalls continue their associa-
tion with St. Jude. Both are now 
parent “volunteer employees” 
for the Memphis-based hospital, 
a worldwide leader in treating 
childhood cancer and other 
diseases.

For the past year, Andy McCall 
has served as a parent educator 
in the St. Jude Family Centered 
Care division. As part of the 
Legacy Voice Virtual Council, 
Ellen McCall works with online 
resources for grieving families 
that are available on the St. Jude 
website.

Andy McCall said their work 
with St. Jude helps keep Penelo-
pe’s story alive.

“Through this, I get to share 

Penelope’s Legacy
McCalls’ Work With 

St. Jude Helping 
Families Worldwide

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN 

Andy McCall, right, smiles for a photo with a doctor from Indonesia, left, who will start a program similar 

to the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital “Stay in Touch” program for bereaved parents after attending 

McCall’s presentation at a symposium hosted by the Memphis facility.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

By failing to prepare, you are 
preparing to fail.

The Benjamin Franklin quo-
tation was among those used by 
Greene County Mayor Kevin Mor-
rison Friday to drive home the 
message of readiness in the event 
of a disaster at a well-attended 
meeting of the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee, held at First 
Baptist Church in Greeneville.

Representatives of law enforce-
ment and other first response 
agencies, industry, utilities, edu-
cation and health care agencies 
were among those at the meeting, 
which was coordinated by Heath-
er Sipe, interim director of the 

Greeneville/Greene County Office 
of Emergency Management; and 
Eric Kaltenmark, chairman of the 
LEPC.

Sipe said Greene County can be 
subject to a disaster or emergen-
cy event at any time, citing the 
torrential rainfall in February and 
widespread flooding as a recent 
example.

The LEPC meeting was held to 
help groups represented there bet-
ter understand how to effectively 
coordinate a response.

“We’re just kind of moving 
things forward and getting things 
going,” Sipe said. “I think it’s time 
we start to communicate with 
each other again.”

Morrison said in disasters and 
emergencies, “Disaster sometimes 

equates to inexperience.”
The April 2011 tornado out-

break in sections of Greene Coun-
ty claimed eight lives, injured 
hundreds of others and destroyed 
numerous homes and other build-
ings. Morrison said the response 
to a similar disaster today would 
be different based on available 
resources.

Greene County now has one 
acute care facility and one hospi-
tal.

“In future situations, old situa-
tions may not apply because those 
changes (create) a new environ-
ment,” Morrison said.

Challenges include managing 
people and communications, and 

Officials Emphasize Preparation As Key To Disaster Response
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Greene County Mayor Kevin Morrison urges first responders, industry 

representatives, educators and health care providers to be prepared for 

disaster at a Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting held Friday 

at First Baptist Church in Greeneville. He used quotations from famous 

historical figures to drive home his message.
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