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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 67.

Friday — Sunny. High around 92.

Saturday — Chance for storms. High around 87.

Sunday — Chance for rain. High around 87.

Monday — Chance for storms. High around 88.
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SPORTS: 
Vols Turning 

To Younger 

Players. 1B

LIFESTYLES: 
History Museum  

Unveiling ‘Pictures 

From The Past.’ 4A

An independent newspaper celebrating its 141st year of service to Greeneville and Greene County

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

C
ody Landers’ 
smile warmed the 
hearts of all who 
knew him. The 

little boy’s dream of being 
a K-9 officer when he grew 
up lived on this week in a 
fundraiser to benefit the 
Greene County Sheriff’s 
Department K-9 unit.

Cody died two years ago 
in an all-terrain vehicle 
accident. His bright outlook 
on life was exemplified in 
T-shirts worn at the “Cody 
Landers Kindness Day” 
fundraiser and again on 

Boy’s Love For K-9s Lives On

‘Cody Landers Kindness Day’ Supports Sheriff’s Department
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Cody Landers dreamed of being a police K-9 officer when he grew up. A message written by the little boy shortly before he died two 
years ago in an ATV accident is printed on T-shirts marking Cody Landers Kindness Day, a fundraiser held Monday to benefit the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Department K-9 unit. The T-shirt is worn by Cody’s father, Ricky Landers.

Cody Landers
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A check for $3,192.47 
raised at the Cody 
Landers Kindness Day 
fundraiser at the Pizza 
Inn was presented 
Wednesday to the 
Greene County Sheriff’s 
Department K-9 unit. 
From left are sheriff’s 
Deputy Aaron Spears, 
Cody’s Nolachuckey 
Elementary School 
teacher Beth Sutton, 
mother Ashley Landers, 
9-month-old Colton 
Landers, father Ricky 
Landers and Sheriff 
Wesley Holt. At center 
front is Cody’s sister, 
4-year-old Makenzie 
Landers.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The Tennessee Board of Professional 
Responsibility of the state Supreme 
Court has reinstated Greeneville lawyer 
Edward “Ed” Kershaw to the practice 
of law.

Kershaw was formally suspended on 
Aug. 2 from practicing law by the Su-
preme Court of Tennessee for a period 
of four months, with one month served 
on active suspension and the remaining 
three months on probation, according 
to the BPR.

Earlier, the BPR upheld Kershaw’s 
suspension. In earlier appeals hearings, 
Kershaw maintained he already had 
served the suspension period.

The board suspended Kershaw’s law 
license in connection with a heated 
courtroom verbal exchange in 2017 
with General Sessions Court Judge 
Kenneth Bailey Jr. The judge found 
Kershaw in contempt of court. Subse-
quent comments that Kershaw paid to 
have published as advertisements in 
The Greeneville Sun and posts he made 
on social media were also reviewed by 
the BPR, which oversees oversees the 
ethical conduct of attorneys statewide.

Kershaw, 49, has two unrelated driv-
ing under the influence charges filed 
earlier this year by Greeneville police 
pending.

A Dec. 18 trial date in Greene County 
Criminal Court is set for Kershaw in 
those cases.

BPR ORDER

Kershaw practices law at 131 S. Main 
St. He maintained at an April appeal 
hearing that he already served a law 
license suspension imposed last year 
by a BPR panel appointed to review his 
actions.

Kershaw 

Law 

Practice 

Resumes

Edward “Ed” Kershaw

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

A January 2020 trial 
date has been set in Greene 
County Criminal Court for 
Lee Allen Britton, charged 
in 2017 with attempted 
first-degree murder in 
connection with the shoot-
ing of Baileyton neighbor 
Carmen Weems.

Judge John F. Dugger Jr. 
Friday set a Jan. 21, 2020, 
trial date for Britton, 49, 
of Jud Neal Loop. Britton 
remains held on $400,000 
bond in the Greene County 
Detention Center.

Britton is also charged 

with felony counts of reck-
less endangerment with a 
deadly weapon involved, 
aggravated rape, two 

counts of especially aggra-
vated kidnapping, especial-
ly aggravated burglary and 
aggravated assault.

Weems required a 
lengthy recovery period 
from injuries suffered after 
Britton allegedly fired a 
shotgun at close range in 
her direction early on the 
morning of July 9, 2017.

Presentments served on 
Britton in 2018 provide 
some details of the attack 
on Weems, who lost part 
of one leg from injuries 
suffered in the encounter. 
Britton had known Weems 
for 20 years before the 
incident.

The presentments 
state Britton, who was 
at Weems’ house, left 
and then returned with 
a 12-gauge shotgun. He 
acted “with the intent to 
commit and assault where 
(Weems) suffered serious 
bodily injuries,” according 
to the especially aggravated 
burglary presentment.

The aggravated assault 
presentment states that 
Britton knowingly caused 
a minor also in the house 
“to reasonably fear bodily 
injury” or death by his 
allegedly firing the shotgun 

Britton Trial Continued To 2020

Lee Allen Britton

 

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Voters in the West Pines precinct in northern 
Greene County will have a new place to cast their 
ballots in upcoming elections.

This week, the Greene County Election Com-
mission approved Union Temple Freewill Baptist 
Church as the new voting location for the West 
Pines precinct.

The new voting site is needed after closure of 
West Pines Elementary School at the end of the last 
school year. The school had served as the precinct’s 

ELECTION COMMISSION

Union Temple Church OK’d 
As Polling Place

SEE TRIAL, PAGE 7A SEE POLLING, PAGE 7A
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