
Construction Loans

Made Easy!
Our Loans structured for quick

and easy approval.

Allow us to make your new

home build a dream come true!
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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Showers. Low around 54.

Friday — Showers. High around 59.

Saturday — Partly sunny. High around 59.

Sunday — Partly sunny. High around 54.

Monday — Sunny. High around 52.
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SPORTS: 
Greeneville Middle 

Boys Roll  

To Win. 1B

BUSINESS: 
Marvelous Grace 

Offers Coffee  

On The Go. 5A
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Christmas In The Park

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN/TOWN OF GREENEVILLE

Employees of the Greeneville Parks & Recreation Department work to hang lights in Hardin Park for the annual “Christmas In The Park” 

holiday light display. The drive-thru display is scheduled to open this Friday. Admission is free. Donations will be accepted. Hardin Park is 

located at 602 Crescent Drive.

BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

Donations to the Coal 
Fund have surpassed 
$13,000 in just two weeks, 
according to Carmen 
Ricker, executive director of 
Greeneville-Greene County 
Community Ministries.

The Coal Fund, found-

ed and sponsored by 
The Greeneville Sun and 
administered by Commu-
nity Ministries, has been 
providing needed emergen-
cy assistance for decades 
to local people who cannot 
afford to heat their homes 
during the winter.

One of the most recent 
cases of assistance involved 

a family of two, a mother 
and teenage daughter, 
Ricker said.

The mother heats their 
home with wood, and her 
only source of income is 
a small amount of child 
support for her daughter, 
Ricker explained.

“I don’t know what she 
would do if she couldn’t 

have that wood,” Ricker 
said. “They would have 
been so cold.”

Some days, the Com-
munity Ministries Food 
Bank on Cutler Street sees 
as many as 60 families 
between 9 a.m. and noon, 
Ricker said. They usually 
ask for food first, but many 
of them also ask for help 

with heating — propane, 
electric, and wood.

The Coal Fund works 
together with the Wood 
Ministry, a companion 
heating assistance program 
made up of volunteers who 
gather, split and deliver 
firewood to assist with heat-
ing homes.

Ricker described the 

Wood Ministry as “a God’s 
blessing” to the Coal Fund.

Heating assistance 
through the Coal Fund is 
typically given one time 
during the heating season, 
which runs from Novem-
ber through the following    
April.

Coal Fund Donations Top $13,000

BY SPENCER MORRELL
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Budget and Fi-
nance Committee learned more about 
a residential drug addiction treatment 
facility taking shape in Carter County 
during its meeting Wednesday morn-
ing.

Carter County Mayor Patty Wood-
by, 1st Judicial District Criminal 
Court Judge Lisa Rice and Families 
Free Executive Director Lisa Tip-
ton provided more information to 
the committee about the long-term 
treatment facility in the works at the 
former Carter County Workhouse 
near Roan Mountain.

The facility has been named the 
Northeast Tennessee Regional Recov-
ery Center.

Tipton said the facility would hold 
85 beds and is already equipped with 
a kitchen, laundry services, meeting 
rooms, and recreation areas.

Families Free, a 501c3 organiza-
tion and a licensed treatment and 
mental health provider through the 
Tennessee Department of Mental 

County Budget 
Committee 
Hears More 

Details On Drug 
Rehab Facility

BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

A decades-old landmark 
of the St. James community 
of southern Greene County 
is coming back to life with 
the reopening of Cotton’s 
Country Store.

Many readers may 
remember the store as 
“Cotton Neas Grocery,” the 
name it began operating 
under in 1947.

It was one of those small 

country stores scattered 
across Greene County, 
where farmers and hunters 
would gather to swap sto-
ries and solve the world’s 
problems. Many of those 
stores have been vacant for 
years and are falling into 
disrepair.

Cotton’s granddaughter, 
Connie (Luttrell) Wendling, 
and her husband, Ralph 
Wendling, have remodeled 
the one in St. James for 
reopening on Saturday.

A grand opening is 
scheduled for noon, and a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony is 
scheduled for 1 p.m.

Connie recently told the 
history of the store’s own-
ership, beginning with her 
grandparents Cotton and 
Henrietta Neas.

“It very quickly became a 
gathering place and land-
mark within our communi-
ty,” she said. “To this day, 
folks still talk about Henri-
etta’s bologna sandwiches.”

After her grandparents’ 
passing, she said, her uncle, 
Terry “Mopey” Neas sold 
sporting goods, and the 
store remained an import-
ant gathering spot.

After Mopey’s sudden 
passing in 2008, the store 
remained closed until the 
Wendlings moved here 
from Massachusetts in June 
2021.

Connie said it took some 
time for her and her hus-
band, who both have exten-
sive business experience, to 

A St. James Landmark
Cotton’s Country 
Store Reopening 

Saturday

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Connie Wendling is shown inside Cotton’s Country Store.
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