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Call and give us your order. You can pick up
prescriptions, personal care items, household and
convenience items at our everyday low prices!

We are here to help!

yCustomersMay Call 423-588-5099

Happy Thanksgiving
from Our Family to Yours!

JOHN ‘Jack’ LLOYD 
     HERPY JR.
JIMMY D. LEDFORD
SELMA LOUISE JEFFERS LONG

‘Lulu’ EULA MAE McCURRY
JESSE L. NANNEY

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Cloudy. Low around 38.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 62.

Friday — Showers. High around 56.

Saturday — Showers. High around 62.

Sunday — Showers. High around 53.
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BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

As you’re counting your 
blessings this Thanksgiv-
ing, be sure to add a warm 
home to your list.

Unfortunately, not every-
one in Greene County has 
that luxury as they struggle 

to pay for heat and other 
bills.

The Coal Fund, found-
ed and sponsored by 
The Greeneville Sun and 
administered by Green-
eville-Greene County 
Community Ministries, 
has been providing needed 
emergency assistance for 

decades to local people who 
cannot afford to heat their 
homes.

The Thanksgiving holi-
day marks the kickoff for 
the annual fundraising 
campaign, which asks the 
community to donate to 
the Coal Fund in support of 
those unable to keep their 

homes warm.
“There’s been a lot 

ask for heating already,” 
Community Ministries 
Executive Director Carmen 
Ricker said.

Some days, the agency’s 
Food Bank on Cutler Street 
sees as many as 60 families 
between 9 a.m. and noon, 

she said. They usually ask 
for food first, but many 
of them also ask for help 
with heating — propane, 
electric, and wood.

“This winter has already 
proven to be colder than 
former winters,” she said, 
which increases demand 
for assistance.

The Coal Fund works 
together with the Wood 
Ministry, a companion 
heating assistance program 
made up of volunteers who 
gather, split and deliver 
firewood to assist with 
heating homes.

Coal Fund Campaign Kicks Off Thursday

BY SPENCER MORRELL
STAFF WRITER

After two years of giving out unprepared 
food boxes on the Saturday before Thanksgiv-
ing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Greene 
County Thanksgiving Outreach will once again 
have drivers criss-crossing Greene County on 
Thanksgiving morning delivering hot Thanks-
giving meals to those in need this year.

It is a giving tradition that the organization 
has carried out for over 25 years with the help 
of area churches and volunteers.

The outreach began at Cedar Hill Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church years ago, with 
maybe 300 people being served for Thanks-
giving, according to Doug Cogburn, a leader of 
the organization. From those beginnings, the 
operation only grew, serving thousands each 
year.

In 2015, over 3,600 meals were delivered 
across Greene County, with one meal per 
person.

“When we were at our peak, Scott Niswonger 
told us that according to his calculations we 
were providing a meal to 5% of the county,” 
Cogburn said.

This year, about 1,600 people will have 
meals delivered to them on Thanksgiving 
morning through the efforts of the organiza-
tion.

Over 25 local church and Ruritan Clubs are 
on deck to prepare the food for the meals, 
according to Cogburn.

Once cooked, the food will taken to Cedar 
Hill on Thursday morning where volunteers 
will be hard at work preparing the meals, box-
ing them, and getting them ready for delivery.

“I figure to have about 50 or 60 people help-
ing on the inside this year,” Cogburn said.

The prepped meals will then be taken out to 
waiting vehicles for delivery.

There are 46 delivery routes that drivers will 
navigate on Thanksgiving morning to deliver 
the meals.

“Lots of times people bring their families to 
help deliver. It will probably be close to 100 
people out making deliveries,” Cogburn said.

Churches will begin delivering their cooked 
food to Cedar Hill at 8:30 a.m. on Thanksgiv-
ing morning, and drivers will begin getting 
sent out at about 9 a.m., according to Cogburn.

To get all the pieces to fall into place takes 
some planning, but Cogburn says everything 
comes together each year.

“We started having our first meetings back 
in about July. Most of it just falls into place 
We give the churches a list of what we need, 
and they get back with us on what they can 
contribute. We are in pretty good shape this 
year. We needed about 100 pans of mashed 

‘It’s More Than 
Just Providing 

A Meal’
Thanksgiving Outreach Will Deliver 

Over 1,500 Meals Thursday

BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

“Your community loves 
you” was the message de-
livered Tuesday morning to 
hundreds of local eighth-grad-
ers who attended the Green-
eville & Greene County 
Youth Summit at Niswonger 
Performing Arts Center.

Approximately 600 
students from local middle 
schools heard a motivational 
speaker, joined in a Zumba 
exercise session, were enter-
tained by the Dugger Band, 
and even got to see Green-
eville Police Chief Tim Ward 
dance (or try to).

Emcee for the two-hour 

event was State Rep. David 
Hawk, who told the students, 
“We want you to know that 
your community loves you. 
We’re here for you. We want 
you to succeed.”

Hawk introduced a student 

from each of the local high 
schools who gave brief re-
marks. Harley Davidson from 
Chuckey-Doak and Grace 
Buchanan from North Greene 
spoke about the importance 
of community involvement. 

Hunter Burkey from South 
Greene and Anna Grace 
Parlapiano from West Greene 
spoke about the importance 
of school involvement. 

SEE COAL, PAGE 7A

SEE MEAL, PAGE 7A

‘Your Community Loves You’

Eighth-Graders 
Entertained, 

Encouraged At 
Youth Summit

SUN PHOTOS BY AMY ROSE

Eighth-graders try Zumba during the Greeneville-Greene County Youth Summit.

Eric Johnson speaks at the Greeneville-Greene County Youth Summit.

SEE SUMMIT, PAGE 7A


