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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Storms possible. Low around 58.

Thursday — Rain possible. High around 72.

Friday — Sunny. High around 74.

Saturday — Mostly sunny. High around 83.

Sunday — Storms possible. High around 85.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greene County elemen-
tary students are making 
gains in their math and 
reading skills.

School officials offered 
a report about the end-of-
year data from iReady for 
grades K-8 Monday to the 
Greene County Schools 
Curriculum Committee. 
The committee, which 
includes school board 
members and school 
system administrators, 

reviews academic data and 
reports to the full Greene 
County Board of Education 
as part of the process to 
improve overall academic 
standards.

The iReady system is an 
interactive online learning 
tool. Screenings at various 
parts of the school year 
measure academic growth 
in math and reading. The 
learning tool also provides 
individualized lessons 
in reading and math for 
students based on the 
screenings to improve skills 

in weak areas.
In math, growth at each 

grade level exceeded expec-
tations, reported K-8 Data 
Assessment and Evaluation 
Supervisor Leann Myers.

Reviewing both the 
growth and performance 
statistics, the goal is for 
students to be high per-
forming with a high level of 
growth, she explained. All 
the grade levels met that 
goal except sixth grade, 
which had high growth but 
just missed the high-per-
formance level, Myers 

continued.
For reading, each grade 

level also exceeded expect-
ed growth, Myers said. 
One area of celebration 
is in eighth grade, where 
students achieved two or 
three grade levels of growth 
on average, she said.

The results will help 
identify areas that need 
further work for each 
grade, she said. The goal 
is for students to be able 
to spend 30 to 45 minutes 

County Students Making Gains In Math, Reading
Reports Highlight Effects Of ‘iReady,’ Support Programs, Summer School
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Greene County Schools’ Magic Book Bus pulls into Indian 

Hills Apartment complex in Mosheim. The book bus has 

stops at school programs and an expanded route that in-

cludes daycare centers.SEE GAINS, PAGE 7A

BY NELSON MORAIS
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

Greene County Election Commis-
sion members on Tuesday selected 
a mix of Republican and Democrat-
ic precinct workers to man polling 
stations for the Town of Green-
eville Municipal Election on Aug. 1.

Many of those selected have 
worked prior elections.

Commissioners also decided 
they would, at their next meeting, 

Election  
Commission  

Selects Aug. 1  
Precinct Workers

SEE WORKERS, PAGE 7A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen on Tuesday gave its first OK to 
a $26 million city budget for 2020, but 
the funding plan could change before its 
final reading if Greene County Commission 
action next week results in a property tax 
hike only for city landowners.

The Greene County Commission is to 
consider a budget proposal on Monday 
that would set a single property tax rate for 
landowners inside and outside Greeneville 
city limits. The effect would be an overall 
increase of about 16 cents to the county 

property tax rate Greeneville residents pay.
City officials said Tuesday they want to 

know the reason for an increase and what, 
exactly, the revenues will fund.

WHAT IS PROPOSED

On Tuesday, Greeneville aldermen 
approved the 2019-20 fiscal year budget on 
first reading during a called meeting. They 
also approved a tax rate of $2.1775 per 
$100 of assessed property value, the same 
as was assessed in the current fiscal year.

City Administrator Todd Smith described 
the proposed funding plan as a “strong 
budget that will provide the high quality 

services to citizens of Greeneville.”
But Smith and board members expressed 

concern about the county government’s 
proposal for a single property tax rate for 
residents inside and outside the Green-
eville limits. They said that such a mea-
sure could result in changes in the town’s 
proposed budget.

Proposed for consideration by the Coun-
ty Commission is a tax rate of $2.0145 per 
$100 of assessed property tax. This single 
rate represents a change from the two rates 
that have been set for residents in Green-
eville and those outside the corporate 

GREENEVILLE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

City Reps Not Happy With 
County Commission Tax Plan

$26M Town Budget Could Change Before Final Vote
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Alderman Buddy Hawk asks a question about the proposed single property tax rate to be considered next week by the Greene County Com-

mission. Hawk, Aldermen Keith Paxton, right, and other board members expressed concern Tuesday about the proposed rate which would be 

about a 16 cent increase for property owners within the corporate limits.

SEE TAX, PAGE 3A

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The case against Greene County 
residents who were allegedly part 
of a methamphetamine distri-
bution ring is moving forward in 
federal court.

Eighteen people living in Greene 
County and three others living in 
Hamblen, Hawkins and Jefferson 
counties who were allegedly part of 

Some Suspects 
Pleading Guilty In 
Federal Meth Ring 

Probe
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SEE PROBE, PAGE 7A


