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Obituaries on 8A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Low around 41.

Saturday — Chance of rain. High around 58.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 62.

Monday — Mostly sunny. High around 64.

Tuesday — Mostly sunny. High around 68.
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BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE (AP) — 
Tennessee lawmakers are 
inching closer to advancing 
legislation designed to 
prevent death row inmates 
with an intellectual disabili-
ty from being executed.

The proposal has gained 
a groundswell of support 

from disability advocates, 
legal experts and death 
penalty critics who argue 
Tennessee is long overdue 
in addressing the matter.

They point to death row 
inmate Pervis Payne, who 
defense attorneys argue is 
intellectually disabled as 
they fight to prevent the 
state from executing him.

In 2002, the United 

States Supreme Court ruled 
that executing a person with 
an intellectual disability 
violates the Eighth Amend-
ment’s prohibition on cruel 
and unusual punishment. 
However, Tennessee’s 
Supreme Court later deter-
mined there was no proce-
dure for death row inmates 
to reopen their cases to 
explore intellectual disabil-

ity claims and encouraged 
the General Assembly to 
address the issue.

“Will this ensure justice? 
The answer is yes,” said 
Rep. G.A. Hardaway, a 
Memphis Democrat and 
chairman of the Tennessee 
Black Caucus. Hardaway 
defended the bill in com-
mittee this week.

“This language — not 

only by the definition that is 
being modernized for intel-
lectual disabilities — but by 
updating and streamlining 
a process for moving the 
cases through the appeals 
process, justice is delivered 
for the victim and victim’s 
family sooner than later,” 
Hardaway said.

Payne was sentenced to 
death in a Memphis court 

for the 1987 stabbing deaths 
of Charisse Christopher and 
her 2-year-old daughter, 
Lacie Jo. Christopher’s son, 
Nicholas, who was 3 at the 
time, also was stabbed but 
survived. Payne, who is 
Black, told police he was 
at Christopher’s apart-
ment building to meet his 

Tenn. May Stop Executing Intellectually Disabled

BY CASEY SMITH 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
A gunman killed eight peo-
ple and wounded several 
others before killing himself 
in a late-night shooting at 
a FedEx facility near the 
Indianapolis airport, police 
said, in the latest in a spate 
of mass shootings after 
a relative lull during the 
pandemic.

Five people were hospi-
talized after the Thursday 
night shooting, according 
to police. One of them had 
critical injuries, police 

spokesperson Genae Cook 
said. Another two people 
were treated and released 
at the scene. FedEx said 
people who worked for the 
company were among the 
dead.

A witness said that he was 
working inside the building 
when he heard several gun-
shots in rapid succession.

“I see a man come out 
with a rifle in his hand and 
he starts firing and he starts 
yellin’ stuff that I could not 
understand,” Levi Miller 
told WTHR-TV. “What I 
ended up doing was duck-
ing down to make sure he 

did not see me because I 
thought he would see me 
and he would shoot me.”

Police have not identified 
the shooter or said whether 
he was an employee at the 
facility.

“We’re still trying to 
ascertain the exact reason 
and cause for this incident,” 
Cook said.

Craig McCartt, of the 
Indianapolis police, told 
NBC Today early Friday 
that officers still knew “very 
little.”

It was the latest in a 

Police: 8 Dead In Shooting At Indiana FedEx Facility

MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR VIA AP

People stand outside a FedEx facility near Indianapolis International Airport after a shooting 

with multiple victims was reported late Thursday.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

A 31-lot residential subdi-
vision on Oak Grove Road 
received formal approval this 
week from the Greeneville 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion.

The planning commission 
met Tuesday and approved 
the final subdivision plan and 
plat.

The property is located 
within the Town of Green-
eville’s corporate limits and is 
zoned R-SF2, or Low Density 
Residential.

The proposed develop-
ment will have a 22-foot 
wide asphalt roadway and a 
40-foot-wide right-of-way, 
in “a looped-type road layout 
with limited through traffic,” 
according to the planning 
commission.

A new street that will loop 
through the development will 
be constructed and will have 
a 25 mph speed limit, Town 
Planning Director Randy 
Davenport recently said.

A 5-foot wide sidewalk will 
be constructed around the 
development and on the side 
parallel with Oak Grove Road, 
creating “a nice walking trail” 
for residents, according to 
project plans.

The residential subdivision 
will be known as Wildwood 
Landing.

Oak Grove Road is between 
Old Tusculum and New Hope 
roads.
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Forward

A 
sunny Thurs-
day after-
noon with a 
temperature 

around 60 degrees ap-
parently provided per-
fect conditions for some 
local feathered friends 
to get together at 
Hardin Park. Geese and 
ducks took advantage of 
the pleasant weather to 
stroll together, hang out 
in the grass and go for 
swims. Friday’s forecast 
from the National 

Weather Service for 
Greene County calls for 
increasing clouds with a 
high temperature again 
around 60 before a 
mostly cloudy Satur-
day with a 50 percent 
chance of showers and 
a high in the mid-50s. 
Sunday should be partly 
sunny with a high in 
the upper 50s and a 20 
percent chance of rain 
in the afternoon, ac-
cording to the weather 
service.

A Day For The Birds

Feathered Friends Enjoy Hardin 
Park On A Sunny Thursday

SUN PHOTO BY CICELY BABB

One Canada goose watches the pond at Hardin Park while another has its eyes on The Greeneville Sun’s photographer.

SUN PHOTO BY CICELY BABB

Male and female mallard ducks relaxed together beside the Hardin Park pond on Thursday 

afternoon.
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