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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Decreasing clouds. Low around 31.

Wednesday — Sunny. High around 47.

Thursday — Sunny. High around 51.

Friday — Chance of rain. High around 51.

Saturday — Sunny. High around 50.
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Greeneville’s Youngblood 

Wraps Up Career At Mr. 

Football Awards. 1B

NATIONAL: 
Pot Vape Busts  

On The Rise  

In US. 6A
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“People who say I ’m hard 
to shop for clearly don’t know

where to buy wine.”

BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

Hop in your vehicle and 
journey about two hours into 
western North Carolina, and if 
you’re lucky, you will spot an 
elk in Cataloochee Valley.

It’s a similar drive to North 
Cumberland Wildlife Man-
agement Area, where visitors 
may scale the Hatfield Knob 
Viewing Tower and quietly 
watch as herds graze.

Nearly 20 years ago this 
month, the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency released 
50 elk into the Royal Blue 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Campbell County. It signaled 
the first time since the mid-
1800s that elk roamed the 
Volunteer State.

This year also marks the 
10th anniversary of the first 
official elk hunt since the 
animal’s reintroduction in the 
state.

Yet despite discussion that 
spanned years and multiple 
agencies – and included a 
pitch from the TWRA – state 
officials never reintroduced 
elk in Greene County.

Looking back at these mile-
stones, The Greeneville Sun 
looks back at the debates that 
ultimately kept elk out of the 
county.

INTEREST AND  

PROPOSAL

Some wildlife enthusiasts 
had dreamed for decades 
of seeing the large mammal 
return.

In the 1990s, conversations 
intensified among state wild-
life leaders, politicians and a 

range of conservation organi-
zations about the prospects of 
reintroducing elk in Tennes-
see.

State records show that in 
1996, the TWRA launched a 
study to see if elk restoration 
could ever be feasible. Biolo-
gists concluded that it could, 
and researchers assessed 
what areas in the state would 
be conducive to the animal’s 
release.

While state officials ulti-
mately settled on the ex-
pansive North Cumberland 
Wildlife Management Area, 
the TWRA floated in the late 
1990s a proposal to release elk 
within the Cherokee National 
Forest. That included swaths 
of southern Greene County.

In both official state reports 
and media interviews, elk biol-
ogist Steve Bennett noted that 
portions of the county could 
be suitable for an elk release.

“We don’t want elk in all 
areas, like downtown Green-
eville,” he told the Sun in 
2014. “We want them to stay 
in more rural, mountainous 
areas to reduce their encoun-
ters with the public.”

DEBATE

The notion of a local elk 
release sparked a flurry of 
debate. Frequently, the con-
versation pitted farmers and 
landowners against hunters.

“At the time when we were 
talking about reintroducing 

elk into East Tennessee, ev-
erybody wanted them,” James 
McAfee, a retired TWRA 
Officer, said in an interview 
with the Sun in 2015. “Ex-
cept the private landowners 
and particularly the farmers. 
The biggest, I guess, negative 
was the landowners didn’t 
want them. They already had 
enough trouble dealing with 
deer and other wildlife.”

A review of newspaper 
records reveals that agricul-
ture-based lobbying groups, 
including the Tennessee Cat-
tlemen’s Association, argued 
strongly against stocking elk 
in a variety of locations across 
the region.

Why No Elk?
Animal Released 
In Tenn. Nearly 
20 Years Ago 
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An elk blocks traffic in Cataloochee, North Carolina.

SEE ELK, PAGE 9A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Commission 
Education Committee reviewed 
recent legislation and state fund-
ing to provide more career and 
post-secondary opportunities for 
grades 6-12 at its meeting Monday.

Greene County Director of 
Schools David McLain gave an 
overview of some of the legislation 
the Tennessee General Assembly 
passed during its 2019 session as 
well as budgetary increases made 
by the state.

One of the most important 
actions taken on the state level 
was the approval of the GIVE Act, 

which will provide funding for 
high school students to take four 
dual-enrollment courses at either 
a college or university or at a Ten-
nessee College of Applied Technol-
ogy institution, McLain said.

Previously the state has provided 
funding to high school students to 
cover tuition for two dual-enroll-
ment courses.

“Beginning in July of 2020, 
students will be able take more 
dual-enrollment courses in high 
school without costing them mon-
ey for tuition,” he said.

The state has also allocated $1.8 
million in additional funding for 
ACT testing. The state requires 
each high school student to take 

the academic assessment exam 
during the junior year.

According to data released last 
month by the Tennessee De-
partment of Education, 50% of stu-
dents retaking the ACT as seniors 
increased their composite score. 
Of those students, 41.7% earned a 
score of 21 or higher, making them 
eligible for the Tennessee Hope 
Scholarship.

Additional funding to provide 
opportunities for high school stu-
dents to take the ACT Work Keys 
exam and earn a National Career 
Readiness Certificate was also part 
of the state budget, McLain said.

Staff from both schools systems 
and the Greene Technology Center 

have worked towards this fund-
ing, he said, and the certificate 
is required by industries such as 
Eastman to be hired for certain 
positions.

The state has also provided 
$75,000 more in its budget for 
middle school career and technical 
education.

“The state is really pushing ca-
reer and technical education at the 
middle school level,” he said.

Legislation passed in the last 
General Assembly session requires 
school systems to provide 50% of 
its students in grades 6-8 career 
and technical education opportu-
nities.

While the school system is meet-

ing that requirement at the high 
school level, it is exploring options 
for grades 6-8, McLain said.

One reason that system admin-
istrators and teachers are excited 
about the conversion to middle 
schools for grades 6-8 next year for 
the entire system is the better abil-
ity the district will have to provide 
these type of courses, he added.

Next school year, the district will 
adopt the middle school concept as 
DeBusk, Mosheim and Ottway will 
join Chuckey-Doak Middle School 
as middle schools.

An option being explored would 
offer some basic courses such as 

GREENE COUNTY SCHOOLS

Education Committee Reviews State-Level Changes

SEE EDUCATION, PAGE 9A

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Greene County sheriff’s depu-
ties responding Monday morn-
ing to a house fire at at 5770 Old 
Stage Road discovered an indoor 
marijuana grow operation in an 
upstairs bedroom and closet.

The 
fire about 
10 a.m. 
Monday 
heavily 
dam-
aged the 
two-story 
house. 
One of the 
owners, 
59-year-
old David 
Wayne 

Hinkle, was later charged with 
delivery or sale of a controlled 
substance, possession of a 
Schedule VI drug and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Hinkle’s wife, Terri Hinkle, 
said outside the house as fire-
fighters extinguished the fire 
that her husband was not home 
at the time it started. When 
David Hinkle returned, his wife 
said, he ran inside the house to 
look for family pets.

Hinkle suffered unspecified 
injuries and was treated at the 
scene by Greene County-Green-
eville EMS and then taken to 
Greeneville Community Hospital 
East. He was charged by sheriff’s 
deputies with the marijuana-re-
lated offenses when he was re-
leased from the hospital, Deputy 
Justin Lilly said in a report.

Terri Hinkle was not injured, 
and the family pets were all 
accounted for, firefighters said. 
Fire investigators determined 
a heat lamp in an outside dog 
house started the fast-moving 
blaze.

The house and contents are 
valued at $200,000.

Marijuana 
Grow Operation 
Found In House 

Damaged By Fire

David Wayne Hinkle

SEE FIRE, PAGE 9A


