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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Low around 24.

Thursday — Mostly cloudy. High around 50.

Friday — Rain showers and windy. High around 50.

Saturday — Chance for rain. High around 42.

Sunday — Mostly cloudy. High around 41.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

After numerous com-
ments and passionate 
views expressed by both 
sides, a majority of the 
Greene County Commis-
sion voted Tuesday against 
a resolution opposing local 
refugee resettlement.

In a vote of 12 against 

and six in favor with 
one abstaining and two 
commissioners absent, 
the commission rejected 
a resolution that sought 
for Tennessee Gov. Bill 
Lee to to inform federal 
settlement agencies which 
maintain operations in 
the state that “they may 
not place arriving refugees 
in non-consenting coun-

ties including specifically 
Greene County.”

The failed resolution also 
sought for Lee to retract his 
consent for initial resettle-
ment in the state and, if he 
did not retract that state-
ment, that counties be pro-
vided an exemption if they 
do not want to participate. 
The proposal also made 
a statement that Greene 

County does not want to be 
forced into participating in 
the federal refugee resettle-
ment program.

Although there were 
comments from both sides, 
there were more members 
of the public who spoke 
against the resolution, 
among them two people 
who identified themselves 
as refugees.

Drocella Mugorewera 
told the commission that 
she had to flee her native 
Rowanda because of her 
political views and cannot 
return while the current 
government is in power. 
“America saved my life,” 
she said. “I will fight for 
this country as much as I 
can.”

Now a resident of Knox-

ville, Mugorewera said that 
the refugee screening is 
a stringent process to go 
through and that the refu-
gee resettlement program 
is a life-saving program for 
many.

“The goal of the reset-
tlement programs is to 
help refugees become self 

Commission Rejects Refugee Resettlement Resolution

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A law firm with expertise in school funding 
legal action has been retained to further in-
vestigate options for the Town of Greeneville 
to obtain funds officials assert its school sys-
tem is owed from Greene County’s education 
debt service.

The Greeneville Board of Mayor and Al-
dermen voted Tuesday to retain the services 
of the Knoxville law firm of Owings, Wilson 
and Coleman to give the town its opinions of 
what legal recourse it may have recover the 
school funds.

The board also agreed to continue ex-
ploring the establishment of a municipal 
emergency medical service, briefly addressed 
the Church Street bridge project, deferred 
action on a request to partner with the school 
system and private donors to share the cost 
of replacing the Hal Henard Elementary 
School gymnasium floor, and approved a 
plan to improve safety at the McKee and 
Main streets intersection.

In question is whether the town is owed 
funds from the Greene County Schools’ 
education debt service following action last 
year by the Greene County Commission. The 
town sent an invoice last July to the county 
for $2.84 million, which county officials indi-
cated they did not believe state law requires 
to be paid.

City Administrator Todd Smith said the 
Knoxville firm has much expertise from 
its experience in dealing some well known 
school funding issues in court.

“We have a very unique situation,” he said. 
“I don’t think anyone else has dealt with it in 
the state.”

The letter regarding the retainer states that 
charges of between $175 and $300 per hour 
for attorneys and $85 per hour for paralegal 
or law clerk will be assessed for the firm’s 
services.

While there is not a limit on the amount 
that can be charged, the research that has 
already been completed by City Attorney Ron 
Woods into the issue will reduce the amount 
of legwork that the firm will have to com-
plete, Smith said.

Greeneville BMA 
Retains Law Firm 
To Address School 

Funding Issue
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Greeneville City Administrator Todd Smith 

discuss the retaining of Knoxville law firm 

to further research the school funding issue 

related to a county property tax increase for 

property owners within the town.

BY CICELY BABB
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The Greene County Board 
of Education will consider 
a proposal for the district 
to participate in the Com-
prehensive Instructional 
Program for Upper East 
Tennessee at Thursday’s 
meeting.

The program, modeled 
on a successful program in 
Southwest Virginia, would 
allow teachers in participat-

ing school systems to share 
successful lesson plans and 
materials that would be 
available for other instruc-
tors searching for good 
classroom resources.

Director of Schools David 
McLain said that a lack of 
textbooks addressing state 
standards means teachers 
are spending significant 
amounts of time searching 
for materials, and these ma-
terials, mostly found online, 
still may not adequately 

cover everything students 
are expected to learn.

Superintendent of Ham-
blen County Schools Dr. Jeff 
Perry, who was involved with 
the Comprehensive Instruc-
tional Program in Virginia 
and is now involved with the 
creation of the program for 
east Tennessee, said he saw 
similar issues in Virginia 
that he now sees across the 
state of Tennessee.

“Teachers are constantly 
looking for resources and 

materials during the school 
day, and all our teachers are 
looking for the same things,” 
Perry said.

Perry said he and his 
colleagues in Virginia hired a 
regional curriculum director 
to collect materials from suc-
cessful area teachers. This 
material was then reviewed 
by a board and put online in 
a “one stop shop,” Perry said, 
where teachers throughout 

County Board Of Education To Vote On 
Comprehensive Instructional Program Thursday
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The average inmate count was down 
slightly in 2019 from 2018 at the Greene 
County Detention Center and Work-
house.

Still, the average number of inmates re-
mained at about 400 at any given time in 
2019, presenting daily challenges to jail 
and workhouse staff, said Roger Willett, 
jail administrator.

“The median used to be at about 430 
in 2017 and 2018. It’s about 400 now,” 
Willett said.

The combined inmate count at the jail 
and workhouse as of Tuesday morning 
was 384, including 275 men and 109 
women. Of that total, 206 were housed 
in the jail and 172, including most of the 
female inmates, were in the workhouse.

The rated capacity of the jail is 167 and 
the workhouse capacity is 272. Bed space 
capacity at both facilities totals 439.

Inmate Count Remains 
Steady At Jail, Workhouse
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The inmate population Tuesday morning at the Greene County Detention Center on East Depot Street stood at 206.
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The certified capacity of the Greene County Workhouse Annex on West Summer Street is 

272. The workhouse inmate count as of Tuesday morning was 172.
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