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Tonight — Mostly clear. Low around 56.

Thursday — Chance of showers. High around 73.

Friday — Partly sunny. High around 74.

Saturday — Showers likely. High around 70.

Sunday — Sunny. High around 68.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

There has been much talk in 
recent years about the Chinese 
government engineering ef-
forts to appropriate American 
technologies and intellectual 
property. A jury trial that started 
Tuesday in U.S. District Court in 
Greeneville will explore the is-
sues of economic espionage and 
allegedly stolen trade secrets.

Xiaorong You, also known 
as Shannon You, is charged 
by the federal government in 
an 11-count indictment with 
conspiracy to commit economic 
espionage for allegedly stealing 
more than $119 million in trade 
secrets from multiple compa-
nies, including Eastman Chemi-
cal Company in Kingsport.

You, 57, formally entered a 
not guilty plea Tuesday to the 
charges. Her defense team in-
cludes Greeneville lawyers Corey 
B. Shipley and Curt Collins, 
along with Johnson City lawyer 
Thomas C. Jessee. Shipley is a 
former federal prosecutor.

Senior U.S. Judge J. Ronnie 
Greer will preside at the tri-
al, which may last up to three 
weeks.

Collins said the government 
could present more than 30 
witnesses and 500 exhibits in 
support of its case. It is not 
immediately known if You will 
testify in her own defense.

You’s trial has been contin-
ued several times because of 
health concerns related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Jury trials 
have resumed in federal court, 
with social distancing, Plexiglas 
barriers and other COVID-19 
safety protocols being observed.

The 12-person jury and four al-
ternates were selected Tuesday. 

Economic 
Espionage 

Trial Begins In 
Federal Court

Greene County recorded 15 new cases 
of COVID-19 on Tuesday, according to a 
daily update from the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health.

The county currently has 140 active 
cases of the virus.

An open vaccination clinic with no 
appointments required will be held 
1-6:30 p.m. Thursday at the former 
Greene Valley Developmental Center, 
4850 East Andrew Johnson Highway.

Anyone 16 or older will be able to re-
ceive a first dose of the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccines during the clinic Thursday. 
Registration will be done on site. Those 
attending should bring a form of identifi-
cation to establish age.

The Greene Valley vaccination site, op-
erated by the county health department, 
also continues to operate by appoint-
ment.

To book an appointment, visit vacci-

nate.tn.gov and click the blue “Proceed to 
COVID-19 questionnaire” button at the 
bottom of the page to start a registration.

For help scheduling a vaccination, 
call the Northeast Regional COVID-19 
Registration Line at 423-979-4689. The 
COVID-19 Registration Line is staffed 
Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.

Other vaccination sites at local 
pharmacies can be located using 
vaccinefinder.org. The sites should be 
contacted to check availability and for 
scheduling.

COVID-19 testing times at the Greene 
County Health Department, 810 W. 
Church St., have been modified to 2:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, ac-
cording to the Northeast Regional Health 
Department.

County Records 15 New 

COVID-19 Cases Tuesday
BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI  
AND JONATHAN  
MATTISE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE (AP) — 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee 
on Tuesday joined fellow 
Republicans nationwide to 
advocate against COVID-19 
vaccine passports, which are 
being developed in some ar-
eas to let inoculated people 
travel, shop and dine more 
freely.

Currently, vaccine passports 
— which show whether someone has been 
vaccinated or recently tested negative for 
COVID-19 — exist only in New York via a 
government-sponsored smartphone app 
produced in partnership with a private 
company. But Republicans nationwide are 
pursuing proposals to ban their use as a 

restriction against people’s 
activities.

“I think vaccine passports 
are a bad idea. I do not 
believe that government 
should impose vaccine 
requirements or man-
dates in any way,” Lee told 
reporters, while urging the 
GOP-controlled General 
Assembly to advance legis-
lation this year to prohibit 
such requirements.

Lee added that he hoped 
private businesses also don’t 
impose vaccine passport 

mandates, but said that he doesn’t believe 
“that government should impose itself in 
the private affairs of business practices.”

Backers of vaccine passports argue that 
they are similar to other safety measures for 

Gov. Lee Joins GOP Push 

Against Vaccine Passports

Gov. Bill Lee

BY LORELEI GOFF
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Marilyn Stefan visited the Green-
eville-Greene County Public Library on 
Wednesday for the first time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic shut down many 
area businesses and offices. The library 
officially reopened Tuesday by appoint-
ment only.

“It’s delightful to be able to have ac-
cess,” said Stefan, ready to go through 

the stacks in the fiction section. “I have 
felt like I was blocked off, and everyone 
was. You just feel like a chunk of your life 
has been cut off. I missed a friend in the 
library. It’s good to come back.”

Executive Director Erin Evans agrees.
“That’s what we do is we serve the pub-

lic,” Evans said. “If you don’t have public, 
you can’t serve them, so it’s nice to have 
them back. Patrons have been delighted to 
be able to come in and choose their own 
materials. We have a couple of people who 

have needed to use the PCs to do their 
taxes.

“We are excited, even though it’s not 
fully open, to be able to have at least this 
going.”

Evans said the library has been as busy 
as possible with limited appointments 
available.

“A lot of people come by themselves but 
if they bring kids, that still counts as one 

Stacks Are Back

The Greeneville-Greene County Public Library Reopens To Patrons By Appointment
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Library Circulation Clerk Erin Bontempt assists patron Marilyn Stefan from behind a plexiglass shield. The shields were installed in 2020 to 

help prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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