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Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 55.

Thursday — Sunny. High around 79.

Friday — Sunny. High around 80.

Saturday — Chance for rain. High around 71.

Sunday — Sunny. High around 72.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Several details need to be 
worked out, but an 18-hole 
miniature golf course at 
4555 E. Andrew Johnson 
Highway moved closer to 
reality Tuesday night at the 
Tusculum Planning Com-
mission meeting.

Approval was tabled 
until a called meeting Oct. 
17 so several issues can be 
resolved.

An existing driveway that 
would provide access to the 
business near Route 107 
must still receive approv-
al from the Tennessee 

Department of Transpor-
tation, and combining two 
separate parcels on the 
property needs planning 
commission approval for 
a replat to make it a single 
tract.

The planning commis-
sion will review a redrawn 
site plan reflecting the 
replat request at the Oct. 17 
meeting.

The planning commis-
sion reviewed a site plan 
drawing for the as-yet 
unnamed miniature golf 
course presented by prop-
erty owners Thomas and 
Sherie Zilz Everhart. They 
want to begin landscaping 

work this month, with a 
planned opening date set 
for spring 2020.

The golf course, which 
will include a concession 
building with rest rooms 
that will sell tickets and 
snacks, would be located 
on about six-tenths of 
an acre of land off East 
Andrew Johnson Highway 
near Route 107.

The miniature golf course 
layout will be “very attrac-
tive” and fit in well wth the 
surrounding community, 
Thomas Everhart told plan-
ning commission members. 

Miniature Golf Course Project In Tusculum Moves Forward
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Thomas and 

Sherie Everhart 

present a render-

ing of a proposed 

miniature golf 

course to the Tus-

culum Planning 

Commission.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

S
treetscape construction 
as part of Greeneville’s 
downtown redevelop-
ment project is slated 

to begin in early spring.
“We are looking at March 

for start of construction,” City 
Administrator Todd Smith said 
during Monday’s Greeneville 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
retreat at the Clyde Austin 4-H 
Education Center.

That construction will be the 
initial phase of the downtown 
redevelopment project, which 
involves improvements to the 
streetscape on Depot Street 
from College Street to near the 
railroad depot just past the 
Cutler Street intersection.

Smith’s comments about 
the streetscape project came 
during a report about accom-
plishments the town has made 

in its Vision 2020 strategic 
plan, which includes a focus 
on the downtown and taking 
measures to increase activity 
and use of the town’s core.

The conceptual plan was 
unveiled in 2018 with the be-
ginning of design for the first 
phase beginning later in the 
year. The preliminary streets-

cape design was previewed for 
the public in the spring.

Later phases in the project 

Streetscape Work On Depot 
To Begin Next Spring
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This graphic illustrates the table-top pedestrian crossing in the block of Depot between North Main and Irish Streets that is part of the 

“festival street” design for that block.
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Discussion of the Downtown Redevelopment Project and options for vacant buildings downtown was 

part of Monday’s Greeneville Board of Mayor and Aldermen retreat.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Members of Indivisible Greene 
County gathered at the Courthouse 
Annex Tuesday morning in a rally to 
support of oversight investigations 
into possible misconduct by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Following the rally, Indivisible 
Greene County members met with 
Daryl Brady, a field representative 
for Congressman Phil Roe, R-1st, of 
Johnson City, to ask that the con-
gressman support the ongoing series 
of House investigations into the 
president and his administration’s 
alleged actions.

Democrats in the House are in-
vestigating the president’s conduct 
regarding a conversation Trump had 
in the summer with the president of 
Ukraine. During that conversation 
Trump asked the Ukrainian leader 
to investigate dealings of political 
opponent Joe Biden and his son in 
that country. There have also been 
allegations of obstruction of justice in 
efforts to cover up details surround-
ing the conversation.

“President Trump and his admin-
istration are obstructing Congress’ 
efforts to conduct oversight, as is 
its charge by the Constitution,” said 
Indivisible Greene County leadership 
member Art Gillen.

“In over 20 separate investiga-
tions, they have blocked requests 
for testimony, documents and other 
materials that could help shed light 
into their intentions and actions, and 
the following of protocols for man-
aging and storing records,” Gillen 
continued. “This goes well beyond 
‘executive privilege’ and into the 
realm of outright disregard for the 
checks and balances that define our 
government.”

Indivisible Greene County member 
Jim Balderes, who was participating 
in the rally, said Indivisible groups 
locally and nationally have made it 
their priority to hold elected officials 
at all levels accountable, regardless 
of party.

The effort on Tuesday was part of 
the mission as members want to urge 
the congressman to do his constitu-
tional duty to support the investiga-
tion into potential abuse of power 
and obstruction of justice, Balderes 
said.

Indivisible Greene 
County Rallies In 

Support Of  
Impeachment  
Investigation

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, JIM MUSTIAN 
AND MIKE BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Con-
stitution gives the House “the sole power 
of impeachment” — but it confers that 
authority without an instruction manual.

Now comes the battle royal over exactly 
what it means.

In vowing to halt all cooperation with 
House Democrats’ impeachment inquiry, 
the White House on Tuesday labeled the 
investigation “illegitimate” based on its 
own reading of the Constitution’s vague 
language.

In an eight-page letter, White House 
counsel Pat Cipollone pointed to House 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s failure to call for 
an official vote to proceed with the inquiry 
as grounds to claim the process a farce.

“You have designed and implemented 
your inquiry in a manner that violates 
fundamental fairness and constitutionally 
mandated due process,” Cipollone wrote.

But Douglas Letter, a lawyer for the 
House Judiciary Committee, told a federal 
judge Tuesday that it’s clear the House 
“sets its own rules” on how the impeach-
ment process will play out.

The White House document lacked 
much in the way of legal arguments, seem-
ingly citing cable TV news appearances as 
often as case law. And legal experts cast 
doubt upon its effectiveness.

“I think the goal of this letter is to 

further inflame the president’s supporters 
and attempt to delegitimize the process in 
the eyes of his supporters,” said Stephen 
Vladeck, a law professor at the University 
of Texas.

Courts have been historically hesitant 
to step in as referee for congressional 
oversight and impeachment. In 1993, the 
Supreme Court held that impeachment 
was an issue for the Congress and not the 
courts.

In that case, Walter Nixon, a federal dis-
trict judge who was removed from office, 
sought to be reinstated and argued that 
the full Senate, instead of a committee 
that was established to hear testimony and 

White House, Dems Fight Over Impeachment Rules
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