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Obituaries on 8A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Low around 30.

Friday — Mostly cloudy. High around 43.

Saturday — Snow, sleet, rain possible. High around 41.

Sunday — Rain, snow likely. High around 37.

Monday — Rain, snow likely. High around 38.
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SPORTS: 
Titans Trying To  

Maintain Playoff 

Chances. 1B

NATIONAL: 
George H.W. Bush 

Remembered  

In Funeral  

Wednesday. 8A

An independent newspaper celebrating its 140th year of service to Greeneville and Greene County

BY BIANCA MARAIS
STAFF WRITER

The Tennessee De-
partment of Education 
released a new state report 
card showing Greene 
County students had a 
high academic growth rate 
in the 2017-18 year.

The student academic 
growth measurement, one 
of six indicators available 
on the new report card, 
shows whether students 
are making progress from 
year to year. Greene Coun-
ty Schools achieved the 
highest level possible.

“Great highlights in-

clude growth scores — all 
5s — and our attendance,” 
Director of Schools David 
McLain said Tuesday. “I 
am extremely proud of 
the hard work that our 
teachers and staff do each 
and every day.”

The report card also 
indicated how chronically 
out of school students 
were in the 2017-18 aca-
demic year. Students who 
miss at least 10 percent 
of school days, or about 
18 days if enrolled the 
full year, are considered 
chronically absent.

Greene County Schools 
had an 8.4 percent chronic 

absentee rate, compared 
to the state, which had 
a 13.3 percent chronic 
absentee rate. Greene 
County’s rate decreased 
2.1 percent since the previ-
ous academic year.

“Greene County’s 
‘Chronically Out of School’ 
students saw a decrease of 
2.1 percent from the pre-
vious year and 4.9 percent 
lower than the state av-
erage,” Interim K-8 Data 
Assessment and Evalua-
tion Supervisor Jennifer 
Teague said. “Attendance 
has been an emphasis for 

County Schools Get Top 

Academic Growth Rate
BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville City 
Schools performed higher 
than the state average on 
six key indicators for stu-
dent achievement in the 
2017-18 academic year.

Those six performance 
indicators are the focus 
of the new, redesigned 
report card that was 
released Tuesday by the 
Tennessee Department of 
Education. Report cards 
for districts and individ-
ual schools were both 
released.

“We are very proud of 

the accomplishments of 
our students and educa-
tors,” said Greeneville 
Director of Schools Steve 
Starnes. “These results 
reflect the continued tra-
dition of excellence that 
Greeneville City Schools 
has exhibited through the 
years. While GCS contin-
ues to rank as one of the 
top performing school 
districts in the state, we 
will continue to focus 
on student growth in all 
areas as we strive for con-
tinuous improvement.”

The new report card is 
intended to help families 
better understand school 

performance and support 
student success, according 
to a release from the State 
Department of Education.

The updated design of 
the report card and infor-
mation that is provided, 
including a new rating 
system, is based on input 
the department received 
as it developed a plan 
to transition to the new 
federal K-12 education 
law, the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, and has 
several components that 
are unique to Tennessee, 
the release said.

City Schools Perform 
Higher Than State Average

STATE EDUCATION REPORT CARD STATE EDUCATION REPORT CARD

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Erick Eugene Jones Jr. was sentenced last 
week to 50 years in prison in connection with the 
December 2014 deaths of Kynsleigh Easterly and 
Trinity Brooke Tweed, in addition to six more 
years for an unrelated offense.

Kendra Lashae 
Tweed, the mother of 
the little girls, had a 
May 13, 2019, Greene 
County Criminal Court 
trial date set Friday.

Tweed, 25, had a trial 
date set by Judge John 
F. Dugger Jr. She was 
charged in November 
2015 with two counts 
of first-degree murder, 
two counts of aggra-
vated child endanger-
ment and two counts 
of aggravated child 
neglect in connection 
with the Dec. 17, 2014, 
deaths of 14-month-old 
Kynsleigh and 2-month-old Trinity.

The girls were found unresponsive on the 
morning of Dec. 17, 2014, in the North Hardin 
Street house they lived in with their mother, 
Jones and a 3-year-old daughter of Tweed’s who 
was staying with a relative that night and was not 
injured.

Testimony at Jones’ September Criminal Court 
jury trial revealed that the girls died of separa-
tion of their spinal cords from the bases of their 
brains. Their bodies were also covered with 
abrasions, cuts and bruises. Each suffered blunt 
force trauma injuries and their cause of death 
was ruled a homicide, trial testimony showed.

Prosecutors sought the death penalty for Jones, 
who was convicted of lesser counts of of facilita-
tion of first-degree felony murder during the per-
petration of aggravated child abuse of Kynsleigh 
Easterly, facilitation of first-degree felony murder 
during the perpetration of aggravated child ne-
glect of Kynsleigh, facilitation of first-degree felo-
ny murder during the perpetration of aggravated 
child neglect of Kynsleigh, facilitation of first-de-
gree felony murder during the perpetration of 
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With 1st-Degree Murder
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A Nation In Mourning

SUN PHOTO BY EUGENIA ESTES 

The Andrew Johnson National Cemetery flag flies at half staff, just one local sign of the national day of mourning Wednesday 

for former President George H.W. Bush. In addition to flags at half staff, the U.S. District Courthouse was closed for the obser-

vance. The National Park Service kept the Andrew Johnson National Historic Site open with minimum staff, and the U.S. Postal 

Service had limited package delivery but no regular mail service.

BY TRAVIS LOLLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE (AP) — A 
Tennessee inmate is sched-
uled to become the second 
person to die in the state’s 
electric chair in as many 
months Thursday evening, 
nearly two decades after 
Tennessee adopted lethal 
injection as its preferred 
method of execution.

Both David Earl Miller, 
61, and Edmund Zagorski 
before him chose the 
electric chair over lethal 
injection, a process that 
proponents said would be 

painless and humane.
But the inmates argued 

in court that Tennessee’s 

current midazolam-based 
method causes a prolonged 
and torturous death. They 
pointed to the August 
execution of Billy Ray 
Irick, which took around 
20 minutes during which 
he was observed coughing 
and huffing before turning a 
dark purple.

Their case was thrown 
out, largely because a judge 
said they failed to prove 
that a more humane alter-
native was available. Zag-
orski was executed Nov. 1.

In recent decades, states 
have moved away from the 
electric chair, and no state 

now uses electrocution as 
its main execution meth-
od, said Robert Dunham. 
Dunham is the executive di-
rector of the Death Penalty 
Information Center, which 
doesn’t take a stand on the 
death penalty but is critical 
of its application.

Georgia and Nebraska 
courts both have ruled 
the electric chair uncon-
stitutional, and about two 
decades ago it looked as 
though the U.S. Supreme 
Court would weigh in on 
the issue. It agreed to hear 
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