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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Clear. Low around 15.

Wednesday — Sunny. High around 47.

Thursday — Partly sunny. High around 50.

Friday — Rain. High around 49.

Saturday — Chance for rain. High around 42.
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Greeneville Bowlers 
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BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

The emerald ash borer has killed a 
staggering 90% of ash trees in Greene 
County’s portion of the Cherokee Na-
tional Forest, officials said recently.

It makes Greene County one of the 
hardest hit areas in East Tennessee.

“Of the six counties on the northern 
portion of the Cherokee, Cocke and 
Greene were infested first with the ash 
borer,” said Terry McDonald, public 
affairs staff officer with the Cherokee 
National Forest. “Those two counties 
have seen severe mortality in the ash 
trees, our estimate would be approxi-
mately 90% of the ash trees are dead at 
this point.”

The news comes following the 
announcement from the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture that Lewis 
County, located southwest of Nashville, 
is the latest portion of the state with the 
beetle.

“When EAB kills an ash tree, that dead 
tree can be hazardous to people and 
property,” State Forester David Arnold 
said in a news release. “We encourage 
landowners and communities to inven-
tory their ash trees and develop a plan to 
minimize potential impact of EAB.”

Officials first detected the insect with-
in Greene County in 2012, according to 
information compiled by agriculture de-
partments and universities and housed 

Beetle  
Decimating 

Ash Trees
Invasive Species Has Spread 

To Middle Tennessee 

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

An adult emerald ash borer beetle.

Facility projects for a number of 
schools will be considered Thursday by 
the Greene County Board of Education.

The board will meet at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Greene Technology Center.

In addition, the board will consider a 
contract to provide a school psycholo-
gist for the spring semester, a contract 
with Food City for a training location for 
School To Work program students, the 
implementation of a gun accident pre-
vention program for students in pre-kin-
dergarten through fourth grade, and 
joining the Comprehensive Instructional 
Program for Upper East Tennessee.

The board will consider two options 
of capital facility improvement projects 
for 2020 — one for projects totaling an 
estimated $1.6 million and the other for 
$1.5 million. The projects are to be paid 
from the school system’s unassigned 
fund balance.

The difference between the two 
options are that one includes bleacher 
work at the Camp Creek Elementary 
School football field and in the DeBusk, 
Mosheim and Ottway gymnasiums, 
which are all related to the conversion of 
facilities at the latter three schools into 
middle schools. The other option does 
not.

In the upcoming 2020-21 school 
year, DeBusk will become South Greene 
Middle School and Ottway will become 
North Greene Middle School. The 
current sixth- to eighth-grade facilities 
at Mosheim will become West Greene 
Middle School while grades K-5 will 
continue to be housed in other facilities 
on the campus as Mosheim Elementary 
School.

Some items in the list are related to 

Greene County School Board To Consider 
School Improvement Projects

The Greeneville Board of Education 
will consider renewal of the director of 
schools’ contract and approving the re-
placement of the gymnasium floor at Hal 
Henard Elementary School on Thursday.

The board will meet at approximately 
7:30 p.m. at the Greene Technology Cen-
ter on Hal Henard Road.

At its December meeting, the school 
board was of a consensus that work 
should begin work to prepare a four-year 
contract extension for Director of Schools 
Steve Starnes for consideration at its next 
meeting.

Starnes began serving as director of 
schools in June 2018 and was given a 
three-year contract then by the board.

In other business, the board will con-
sider replacement of the Hal Henard gym 
floor, which is beginning to show wear 
with seams coming apart in small areas 
throughout the surface.

During several months of study, three 

replacement flooring options have been 
considered: a hardwood flooring system, 
poured in place rubber floor, and a vinyl 
floor. After research and visiting several 
schools with either the poured in place 
rubberized floors and hardwood floors, 
the school system has decided a wood 
floor would provide the best surface for 
the gym’s multiple uses.

In addition to the flooring, the project 
will include replacement of fire sprinklers 
inside the gym, replacement of two sets 
of fire doors leading to the hospitality 
area and purchase of a cover to protect 
the wood floor during events such as 
graduation.

At its meeting Tuesday, the Greeneville 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen are to 
consider providing funding for the esti-
mated $183,091 cost for the replacement.

The board will also consider approval 

Greeneville School Board To Consider 
Director Contract, New Gym Floor

BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

The second George Clem 
Commemorative Night, in 
conjunction with the Green-
eville High School basketball 
teams’ games against Daniel 
Boone High School and Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day, was 
Monday.

Organizers said the event 
grew from last year, with at 
least 40 alumni attending, 
including members of classes 
as early as 1953 and others 
who were early in elementary 
school when segregation end-
ed and the school was closed 
in 1965.

Both teams wore what assis-
tant basketball coach Nathan 
Hale called “throwback” uni-
forms in George Clem School 
colors, blue and gold.

The cheerleading team 
also wore blue and gold and 
performed some George Clem 
School cheers.

Treva Edmonds, who 

graduated from George Clem 
School in 1964, said she didn’t 
remember her school having 
a cheer team until a young 
teacher named Virginia Davis 

started one.
Edmonds said Davis was 

young, fun and “a special 
teacher.”

Edmonds, who also 

remembers participating in 
music and theater programs 
while studying at George 

GHS Cheers For George 
Clem School
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Alumni of George Clem School look at photos of their school’s basketball team. Joann Gudger, right, said she and Norma Bowers, left, 

are the only two members of the George Clem School class of 1953 still living.

SUBMITTED PHOTO  

Greeneville High School cheerleaders, clad in gold and blue, perform George Clem cheers.
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