
Editor’s note: This column is 
the second of two about the 
October 1998 slaying of 
Tennessee political figure 
Tommy Burks, and its after-
math. The first part, published in 
the Jan. 4 edition of The Sun, 

dealt with the murder of Burks, 
a popular state senator. 
Incumbent Burks was seeking 
re-election at the time he was 
killed, opposed in that race by a 
candidate named Byron Looper. 
That column is online at www.
greenevillesun.com.

B
yron Looper, known for 
cantankerous and odd 
behavior, was property 
assessor in his Middle 

Tennessee home county of Put-
nam in 1998. Looper’s previous 
efforts to achieve state-level 
elected office in Tennessee, and 
earlier in Georgia, had failed. As 
his political aspirations grew, 
he’d even legally changed his 
middle name from Anthony to 
“(Low Tax),” apparently in an 
attempt to appeal to voters.

Looper as a public figure 

gained a reputation as a loose 
cannon. He faced formal and 
informal accusations of misusing 
his role as Putnam County prop-
erty assessor, and frequently 
made public negative comments 
about his fellow elected county 
officials.

Burks himself was quoted by a 
friend as saying that Looper was 
“absolutely crazy,” and “capable 
of doing anything.”

When a man drove a car onto 
Burks’ huge farm straddling the 
county line dividing Putnam and 
Cumberland counties on Oct. 19, 
1996, and shot Burks to death 
with a 9mm handgun, a young 
farm hand caught a glimpse of 
the man behind the wheel. The 
farm worker, named Wesley Rex, 
didn’t recognize the driver.

Later, though, Rex saw a tele-
vision news report that included 

images both of Burks and also 
his political opponent, Looper. 
Rex immediately called Burks’ 
widow, Charlotte, to tell her that 
the man he’d seen on the farm 
Oct. 19 had been Looper.

Authorities began looking for 
Looper, but could not immedi-
ately find him.

He later was located and 
arrested far away, in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, where he had gone to 
see a childhood friend who had 
grown up to become a recruit-
er for the Marine Corps. That 
old friend would later testify in 
court against Looper, saying that 
Looper told him he’d murdered 
his opponent in the senate race 
in Tennessee and wanted help in 
getting rid of the car he’d used 
during the crime, and its tires.
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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Today — Chance of rain. High around 72.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 63.

Monday — Partly sunny. High around 63.

Tuesday — Showers. High around 64.

Wednesday — Showers. High around 67.
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For his friend Patrick Wine, 
Johnny Dale Arrowood of Green-
eville, who died this week after a 
bout with cancer, was “truly one 
of God’s special people,” and not 
just because the well-known baker 
had the ability to create what Wine 
wistfully described as “the best ap-
ple fritters I have ever eaten … and 
eaten … and eaten ...”

John Ar-
rowood was 
best known 
locally as 
the man at 
the helm of 
Greeneville’s 
Peggy Ann 
Bakery, an 
iconic bakery/
restaurant 
here, now 
with a branch 

in Johnson City as well. For Wine, 
Arrowood was a close personal 
friend of the sort who became clos-
er as time went by.

Early on, Wine told The Green-
eville Sun, Arrowood would give 
a simple “hi!” greeting when they 
ran into one another. Over time, 
the greeting was supplemented by 
a firm handshake, and eventually, 
an even firmer hug replaced the 
handshake.

Wine describes his friend, who 
is being buried this morning in 
Graceland Memorial Gardens, as a 
Christian man whose focus was on 
“God, his family and his commu-
nity.”

When he visited Peggy Ann Bak-
ery over the 20 years since moving 
to Greeneville, Wine said, he almost 
always found Arrowood at work, 
but ready to pause to welcome his 
friend and inquire about him and 
his loved ones, and give news of his 
own.

“Our conversation, though short, 
would almost always be about his 
family and his joys and concerns 
for them,” Wine said. “Or about his 
business and all the little things he 
was working on so he could take 
care of his customers and make 
them happy.”

Wine, himself with more than 

Arrowood’s 
Work Built A 
Community 

‘Brand’

Prosecutor On Looper: ‘A Dark, Confusing Spirit’
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A man fleeing from Greene 
County Sheriff’s Department 
deputies died Friday after-
noon after his car left West 
Main Street and struck a tree 
before flipping onto its top.

Authorities identified the 
man as Jeffery Curtis, 28, of 
Morristown.

The chase began shortly 

after 2 p.m. Curtis had active 
warrants on file with the 
Sheriff’s Department, which 
was why he fled from law 
enforcement, according to the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol, 
which is investigating the 
accident.

Deputies lost sight of of 
the Honda Civic Curtis was 
driving near the intersection 
of Asheville Highway and East 
Vann Road. Witnesses point-

ed the deputies to West Main 
Street. Curtis had lost control 
of his vehicle near the Laurel 
Street intersection in the 800 
block of West Main, according 
to the preliminary report.

The car struck an embank-
ment in the yard of a house at 
the intersection and went air-
borne across the yard, striking 
trees behind the house and 
flipping over, according to the 
THP’s preliminary report. The 

vehicle also apparently struck 
the back of the house there.

Curtis was not wearing a 
seat belt, and THP officers 
indicated that it would have 
made a difference in the 
outcome of the accident. A 
preliminary report indicates 
he had been using drugs. Test 
have been ordered.

No one inside the house was 

Man Fleeing Deputies Dies In Crash

Car Hit Tree Off West Main Street, Flipped During High-Speed Chase
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Emergency personnel respond to a fatal wreck Friday afternoon on West Main Street. The car flipped onto its top after going airborne in the 

yard and striking trees, one of which is at the right, after the driver lost control. The car also struck the back of a house.

BY CICELY BABB
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Tusculum University’s next 
president Dr. Scott Hummel said 
on Friday he wants “Tusculum to 
become who it says it is.”

Hummel is a 30-year education 
professional coming from William 
Carey University in Mississippi.

According to a news release, 
the university’s board of trustees 
unanimously selected Hummel to 
succeed Dr. Greg Nelson, Tus-
culum’s acting president since 
August. He’ll officially take over 
Feb. 17 as the institution’s 29th 
president.

“Dr. Hummel is an exceptional 
leader with a thorough under-

standing of virtually every aspect 
of a university’s operation,” said 
Tom Wennogle, chairman of Tus-
culum’s board of trustees.

Wennogle also called Hummel 
“a dedicated community servant 
and man of faith who will build 
on Tusculum’s tradition of civic 

Hummel To Take Over As 
Tusculum University President
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From left, acting president Dr. Greg Nelson poses with Dr. Scott Hummel, 

who will take over as Tusculum University’s 29th president on Feb. 17. SEE HUMMEL, PAGE 5A

SEE CRASH, PAGE 5A


