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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Storms, patchy fog. Low around 68.

Wednesday — Storms, patchy fog. High around 87.

Thursday — Storms possible. High around 87.

Friday — T-storms likely. High around 87.

Saturday — T-storms likely. High around 86.
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SPORTS: 
U.S. Women  

Set For World Cup 

Semifinal. 1B

LOCAL: 
‘Summerfest’  

Brings Out Makers, 

Growers. 5A

An independent newspaper celebrating its 141st year of service to Greeneville and Greene County

Our July Calendar Girl
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Morgan Diane Light is The Greeneville Sun Calendar Girl 
for July 2019. She is the daughter of Ray and Renée 
Light and a student at North Greene High School. Dates 
of interest this month include Independence Day on 
July 4 and National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day 
on July 27. The flower of the month is the larkspur, and 
the ruby is the birthstone. Light is sponsored by Davy 
Crockett Travel Center.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Plaintiffs in an antitrust lawsuit claiming a conflict 
of interest between the governing boards of Ballad 
Health and East Tennessee Physicians and Associates 
filed a response Friday to a Ballad Health motion to 
dismiss the civil action.

In response, Ballad Health Monday filed a motion to 
strike 243 “overlength” pages of exhibits filed Friday 
by Greeneville lawyer Frank Santore Jr. on behalf of 
citizen plaintiffs.

The case is pending in U.S. District Court. The law-
suit filed April 12 in Greeneville alleges that a conflict 
of interest between the governing boards could be 
detrimental to health care market competition.

Ballad Health filed the motion to dismiss in June.

ARGUMENTS PRO AND CON

In his response to the motion to dismiss, Santore 
wrote that Ballad Health’s reliance on a section in the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure governing the lack of 
subject matter jurisdiction “is not well-taken.”

Plaintiffs, Santore wrote, “have more than adequate-
ly plead the requisites of the Clayton Act” showing 
that Ballad Health’s motion “is not well-taken.”

The Clayton Antitrust Act was passed in 1914 to reg-
ulate U.S. business practices. The legislation prohibits 
anti-competitive mergers, predatory and discrimina-
tory pricing, and other types of unethical corporate 
behavior.

In its motion to dismiss, Ballad Health cites legal 
grounds on several points in asking the court to dis-
miss the case. The motion states that plaintiffs “lack 
standing to bring their claims in federal court and 
plaintiffs fail to state claims upon which relief may be 
granted.”

Plaintiffs “have failed to allege a case or controver-
sy,” the motion to dismiss states. The U.S. Constitu-
tion requires dismissal of the complaint under a rule 
governing “lack of subject matter jurisdiction,” the 
motion states.

The motion also states the lawsuit should be dis-
missed “for failing to state a claim for which relief 
can be granted because plaintiffs have failed to allege 
antitrust injury and failed to plead the requisite 

Ballad Health 

Responds To 

New Filings In 

Antitrust Lawsuit

SEE LAWSUIT, PAGE 7A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Town of Greeneville has 
submitted an invoice for nearly $3 
million to the Greene County gov-
ernment, seeking what it contends 
is its proportional share of financing 
initially secured for Greene County 
Schools.

An invoice for about $2.84 million 
was submitted to the Greene County 
Mayor’s Office on Monday, City Ad-

ministrator Todd Smith said.
That amount is based on the 

current outstanding Greene County 
Schools debt service, $8.8 million, 
multiplied by Greeneville City 
Schools’ average student daily at-
tendance percentage of .323, Smith 
said.

City officials say the funds are 
owed as a result of the Greene Coun-
ty Commission’s June 17 decision 
to equalize property tax rates for 
landowners both inside and outside 

town limits, which became effective 
Monday.

“Essentially when city taxpayers 
fund the county school debt, then 
the city school system receives a 
proportional share of that county 
school debt,” Smith said, referring to 
state statutes.

The invoice seeks payment by Aug. 
1, and asks that all checks be made 
payable to Greeneville City Schools.

Town Sends County 
Nearly $3M Bill

Responding To Tax Hike, Share Of Education Financing Sought
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The Town of Greeneville has submitted a $2.84 million invoice to the Greene County government in response to a Greene 
County Commission decision in June to equalize “inside” and “outside” county property tax rates, increasing levies only 
for landowners inside town limits. City officials contend that Greeneville’s school system should also benefit from financ-
ing secured for education if town taxpayers are responsible for repayment.

Independence Day will 
bring schedule changes for 
governmental offices and 
other community agencies.

All Greene County Offices 
will be closed on Thursday. 
Town halls in Greeneville, 
Tusculum, Mosheim and 
Baileyton will be closed 
Thursday, as will the 
Greene County Courthouse 
and offices in the Court-
house Annex.

The Town of Greeneville 
Public Works Department 
will be closed Thursday in 
observance of Indepen-
dence Day. Garbage nor-
mally picked up on Thurs-
day will be collected on 
Wednesday, and residents 
are asked to have their cans 
at the curb early as collec-
tion begins at 5:45 a.m.

The Greeneville-Greene 
County Landfill and 
Transfer Station will also be 
closed on Thursday, as will 
Greene County Convenience 
Centers.

Many  
Offices Close 

Thursday

BY STAFF

Fireworks are a traditional part of 
Fourth of July celebrations, whether 
large community displays or sparklers 
in backyard family gatherings. Safe 
displays are allowed on the Fourth in 
both Greeneville and Greene County, 
but not within the City of Tusculum.

A change in the Greeneville’s Mu-
nicipal Code in 2018 allowed fire-
works inside town limits from 4 p.m. 

on the Fourth of July to 1 a.m on July 
5. The code also denotes that fire-
works may not endanger the safety of 
individuals or damage property.

In Greene County, there are no 
specific regulations regarding fire-
works. As long as the fireworks are not 
endangering others or property, there 
are no restrictions on fireworks use, 
Greene County Sheriff Wesley Holt 

Local Laws Vary On Fireworks

SEE CLOSE, PAGE 7A
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Greeneville Astros players stand in the dugout to watch the post-game fireworks 
show at Pioneer Park in 2017. Laws governing fireworks displays vary in Green-
eville, Tusculum and Greene County.

SEE FIREWORKS, PAGE 7A

SEE BILL, PAGE 7A


