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Today — Mostly sunny. High around 87.

Sunday — Chance of rain. High around 88.

Monday — Chance of rain. High around 85.

Tuesday — Sunny. High around 88.

Wednesday — Mostly sunny. High around 93.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Hospitalizations due to 
COVID-19 are now doubling in 
Ballad Health System facilities 

in the region from week to week, 
and its officials are calling for 
renewed vigilance in measures to 
stem the spread of the virus.

Greene County had 15 new cas-
es of the virus on Friday, accord-
ing to the Tennessee Department 
of Health, the largest daily jump 
since the pandemic began. There 
were 29 patients with the coro-
navirus hospitalized Friday in 
Ballad Health facilities in North-
east Tennessee and Southwest 
Virginia, and that number has 

been increasing daily, according 
to the health system.

“Not only do we want to share 
that COVID-19 is spreading, 
but we are on the brink in this 
area of the pandemic becoming 
much worse,” said Jamie Swift, 
corporate director for infection 
prevention for Ballad Health.

The virus is spreading rapidly 
in various groups, and no longer 
is just in clusters or large groups 
of people that can be identified 
and the spread limited, Swift 

continued.
“We are seeing lots of commu-

nity spread in various groups,” 
she said. “There is a risk of 
COVID anywhere you go.”

“We want to remind people 
that this is not something that 
Ballad Health or other medical 
providers can fight alone,” Swift 
continued. “This is not a battle 
we can fight and win on our own. 
We need the community to really 
band together and take the mea-
sures we need to get back in front 

of this virus and slow the spread 
down.”

Greene County has had 138 
cases of coronavirus since late 
March, according to the state 
Department of Health. There are 
44 active cases in Greene County. 
Ninety-two people have recov-
ered from the illness, according 
to the state. Two people locally 
have died from the coronavirus.

In surrounding counties, active 

Ballad: COVID-19 Hospitalizations Rising 
Health System Officials 

Renew Call For Vigilance; 
Greene Cases Up 15

H
e was a baseball 
player in the early 
days of professional 
baseball, the first 

player to run all the bases in 14 
seconds, and one of the most 
skilled base stealers to play the 
game.

He sometimes hung out with 
his Chicago White Stockings 
teammates in bars, but drank 
little. He was generally a quiet 
young man, friendly but not 
boisterous.

When Billy Sunday became 
a convert to Christianity after 
hearing preaching and singing 
going on outside a rescue mis-
sion, he gave up baseball and 
took a big pay cut to become 
a preacher, first as a YMCA 
employee, then as a traveling 
evangelist. In the latter role 
he would gain far more fame 
than he had as an athlete, and 
pioneer evangelistic techniques 
and approaches that continue 
to be used today, long after his 
death.

The pulpit style he devel-
oped was not likely to appeal 
to highbrows, but that con-
cerned him little. He declared 
his audience to be working 
class people. He deliberately 
couched his spiritual appeals in 
language simple enough that, 
he declared, no man coming to 
hear him needed to pick up a 
dictionary to understand what 
he was saying.

His first sermon as an evan-
gelist occurred in Chicago’s 
Farwell Hall, home of the city’s 
YMCA. His fame as an athlete 
lent enough gravitas to his 
beginning foray into preaching 
that he received newspaper 
coverage.

“Center fielder Billy Sunday 
made a three-base hit at Far-
well Hall last night,” the paper 
reported. “There is no other 
way to express the success of 
his first appearance as an evan-
gelist in Chicago. His audience 
was made up of about 500 men 
who didn’t know much about 
his talents as a preacher but 
could remember his galloping 
to second base with his cap in 
hand.”

He employed preaching 
techniques that few would 
even attempt today, unless 
they possessed extraordinary 
strength, showmanship and 
dexterity. He preached with his 
entire body, leaping, drop-
ping, rolling, climbing up on 
furniture, smashing chairs, 
strutting, boxing the air, even 
going through the motions of 

sliding into base in front of 
his audience, preaching all the 
while.

Despite being controversial 
because of his bombastic, 
theatrical, even athletic preach-
ing style, and even though he 
vehemently opposed liquor and 
beer in Chicago, a city of clubs 
and speakeasies, he forever 
dodged any major career scan-
dals such as those that brought 
down other famous preachers 
in later decades.

He is the only preacher 
name-checked in a song Frank 
Sinatra made famous: “Chica-
go, Chicago.” The song includes 
a line describing Chicago as 
“the town that Billy Sunday 
couldn’t shut down,” a ref-
erence to Sunday’s famous 
anti-alcohol crusading.

Whatever anyone thinks of 

Billy Sunday, he is one of those 
historical figures that should 
be known by modern Ameri-
cans even if only for the sake 
of so-called “cultural literacy.” 
The man had an impact on this 
nation’s history and culture 
and was known everywhere 
during his time.

William Ashley “Billy” 
Sunday was born in Iowa 
during the Civil War to an 
impoverished couple. He never 
knew his father, who died of 
pneumonia in a military camp 
when Billy was five months old. 
Billy’s mother eventually had 
to put her children into an or-
phanage because she could not 
provide sufficiently for them.

It is possible that the diffi-
culties his mother experienced 

Billy Sunday Went From Baseball 
To Energetic Evangelism

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Billy Sunday was an evangelist who preached with his entire body, putting on a theatrical show of athleti-

cism even as he railed against liquor and in favor of evangelical Christianity.
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BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

As back-to-school season ap-
proaches, both local school systems 
are working to finalize plans to 
continue educating students during 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
which forced both districts to close 
suddenly in March.

Both districts have now released 
draft plans for a safe return to 
school in August, and both school 
boards will approve final plans in 
July ahead of the first day back to 
school, which is scheduled for Au-
gust 5 across all local public schools.

Both draft plans include tiered 
protocols and procedures for 
various aspects of school life from 
academic instruction to transporta-
tion and extracurricular activities.

Both directors of schools have 
announced plans to offer the option 
of a fully online program of study in 
the fall as surveys showed 18.44% of 
parents of Greene County Schools 
students and 12.8% of parents of 
Greeneville City Schools students 
indicated preference for distance 
learning for their children over hav-
ing students return to school fully 
in-person or in a blended format.

Under both plans, parents are 
instructed to check their child’s 
temperature each day before school 
and keep the student at home if a 
temperature of 100.4 is discovered. 
Students who become ill at school 
will be quarantined, sent home and 
required to wear a mask until they 
can be taken off of school property.

GREENEVILLE CITY SCHOOLS’ 

PLANS

The 24-page draft of Green-
eville City Schools’ Framework for 
Safe Reopening of Schools, which 
was released online Wednesday, 
provides a framework for protocols 
to be followed based on the level of 
COVID-19 spread in the area.

Also published on the district’s 
website is a document on dis-
trict-wide protocols including 
required use of face coverings for 

Local 
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To Finalize 
Back-To-

School Plans

SEE PLANS, PAGE 9A


