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Obituaries on 8A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Today — Mostly sunny. High around 80.

Sunday — Chance of rain. High around 80.

Monday — Sunny. High around 81.

Tuesday — Sunny. High around 81.

Wednesday — Chance of rain. High around 83.
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Lynn
Towing

“We Doze But Never Close”

Owner/Operator 

Since 2001.

423-639-6671
• Fast • Dependable • Professional

• Local & Long Distance Towing • Lockout Service

Lynn Hope Towing is family owned and operated. We off er 

light to heavy-duty towing and recovery services and more.

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
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We can safely transport 
your antique vehicle.

Our June 
Calendar Girl

ENVISION PHOTOGRAPHY BY APRIL BOOHER

Tori Philbeck is The Greeneville Sun Calendar Girl for June 

2019. She is the daughter of Scott and Natasha Philbeck 

and a student at Chuckey-Doak High School. Dates of inter-

est this month include Flag Day on June 14, Fathers Day on 

June 16 and the first day of summer on June 21. The flower 

of the month is the rose, and alexandrite is the June birth-

stone. Philbeck is sponsored by Bachman-Bernard Chevrolet 

Buick GMC.

Nolichucky River Dam Goes ‘Dry’

PHOTO COURTESY OF TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

Asheville Highway motorists traveling near the Nolichucky River Dam saw an unusual sight earlier this week when 

the Tennessee Valley Authority routed water through a new lift gate to inspect the dam structure. According to Jim 

Hopson, manager of public relations for TVA, this was the first time in 46 years the power supplier has been able to 

collect more detailed data on the dam structure. Based on preliminary data, the inspection team did not see any 

issues, but will return for a follow-up inspection later this summer, he said.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Planned improvements 
to Asheville Highway 
qualify for more than 
$600,000 in funding 
from the state’s High-
way Safety Improvement 
Program.

Two projects are being 
funded — improvements 
at the intersections with 
Debusk Road and West 
Allens Bridge Road 
and signage and other 

improvements along the 
stretch of the highway 
from its intersection with 
West Main Street to the 
Nolichucky River bridge.

The estimated cost 
for upgrades to the two 
intersections is $410,000. 
The upgraded signage 
and pavement markings 
are estimated to cost 
$210,000, according 
to Mark Nagi, Ten-
nessee Department of 

State Plans Asheville 
Highway Safety 
Improvements

SEE SAFETY, PAGE 9A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

N
aomi Hack-
mann once 
looked out at 
the clouds while 

traveling on an airline and 
wondered what it would 
be like to touch one.

The 88-year-old great 
grandmother recently got 
her chance.

She went skydiving 
for the first time with 
JumpTN at the Green-
eville Municipal Airport.

“It was absolutely 
marvelous,” Hackmann 
said after her jump early 
May 26.

Asked if she had a 
chance to grab a cloud, she 
replied with a huge smile, 
“I did. I just couldn’t get it 
to come down with me.”

The jump was an early 
birthday present from 
friends. Hackmann will be 
89 in September.

Skydiving is something 
she has wanted to do for 
years, inspired by her air-
plane trips and footage of 
skydivers on television.

“I have wanted to sky 
dive for a long time,” 
she said. “I saw a group 
on television who were 
skydiving. They were 

At 89, Hackmann Gets A 
Chance To Touch The Clouds
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Naomi Hackmann, right, poses for photos with Angie Alley, co-owner of JumpTN, after 

she donned her jumpsuit in preparation for skydiving on Sunday.SEE CLOUDS, PAGE 9A

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The mother of two little girls 
who died in December 2014 in 
Greeneville entered a guilty plea 
Friday in Greene County Crim-
inal Court to two counts each of 

facilitation of aggravated child 
endangerment and facilitation of 
aggravated child neglect.

Kendra Lashae Tweed, 26, 
entered the guilty pleas in con-
nection with the deaths of her 
daughters, 14-month-old Kyns-
leigh Easterly and 2-month-old 

Trinity Brooke Tweed.
Tweed was sentenced by Judge 

John F. Dugger Jr. to 30 years 
in prison at 30 percent release 
eligibility and given credit for 
time served. She was sentenced 
to 30 years on each of the four 
felonies she entered guilty pleas 

to, with the sentences to run 
concurrently.

As part of the plea agreement, 
the state dismissed two counts 
of first-degree murder against 
Tweed and amended two charges 
each of aggravated child endan-
germent and of aggravated child 

neglect to the lesser felony facili-
tation counts.

Two drug-related charges filed 
against Tweed in the months 
after the deaths of the children 
were also dismissed by the state.

Tweed Enters Plea In Daughters’ Deaths

SEE TWEED, PAGE 9A


