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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly clear. Low around 67.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 87.

Friday — Chance of showers. High around 81.

Saturday — Chance of showers. High around 82.

Sunday — Chance of showers. High around 82.
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Kids went into “a universe of stories” with Tuesday’s launch of the Greeneville-Greene County Public Library’s 2019 Summer Reading Program. 

From 9:45 to 11:15 a.m. each Tuesday through June 25, preschool through fifth-grade children will read space-themed books, hear guest 

speakers, make art and enjoy other fun. Kids heard Greeneville native and NASA space engineer Jeremy Myers, listened to a story read by 

Library Director Erin Evans, and designed their own aliens on Tuesday. For more information about the program, visit the library on North Main 

Street, call 638-5034 or see ggcpl.org.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Starting in July, Greene Countians will 
have a new way to assist those who may be 
struggling with utility bills.

A new, voluntary, bill round-up program 
for Greeneville Light & Power System 
customers was approved Monday by the 
utility’s board of directors. Proceeds will 

New GLPS ‘Round-Up’ Will Help 
Cover Utility Costs For Needy
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Greeneville Light & Power System’s electric car has a new look. The car was purchased 

a few months ago to allow the utility to learn more about its power use and gain a better 

idea of how to serve customers with the cars if they grow in popularity in the future.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The Tusculum Board of Mayor and 
Commissioners Tuesday night ap-
proved a 2019-20 city budget on first 
reading.

Commissioners will vote on a second 
and final reading of the city budget at 
the next Board of Mayor and Commis-
sioners meeting on Monday, June 24. A 
public hearing will be held at 6 p.m. on 
June 24 before the vote.

“It’s basically a continuation budget 
except for a few things,” Mayor Alan 
Corley told commissioners.

The extras include the purchase of 
a garbage truck with an automated 
pickup feature that will require citizens 
who want curbside service to purchase 
plastic tote containers similar to the 
ones used by the Town of Greeneville. 
A new truck is needed because the city’s 
2004 truck in use will soon need major 
repairs, Corley said.

The proposed budget also designates 
$7,250 to go to Greene County 911 to 
support its services, including a new 
county central dispatch system that 
should be implemented later this year. 

The Greene County 911 Board of Direc-
tors recently requested $10,000 from 
the municipalities of Tusculum and 
Mosheim and $2,000 from the Town of 
Baileyton to augment requested alloca-
tions of $120,000 from the county and 
$40,000 from the Town of Greeneville.

Corley compared the populations of 
Greeneville and Tusculum to arrive at 
what he said was a figure reflecting a 
fair amount from the city based on its 
population.

The proposed budget includes 
estimated general fund revenues 
of $733,605 and expenditures of 
$720,896, for a surplus of over 
$12,000.

Purchases included in the proposed 
2019-20 budget are supported by 
increased sales tax revenues of about 
$100,000 for the coming budget year, 
the result of what Corley said was taxes 
paid by existing businesses and the 
openings of the Aldi supermarket on 
U.S. 11E and the Chick-fil-A restaurant 
at Tusculum University.

“It is due to the continued success 
of our current businesses as well as 

Tusculum 2019-20 Budget 
Passes 1st Reading
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Summer Reading Program Blasts Off

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen has some homework 
over the next few days to finish 
2019-20 fiscal year budgeting.

The board held its last budget 
hearing on Tuesday afternoon, and 
at the end of the session, City Ad-
ministrator Todd Smith asked the 
board to review the proposed bud-
get and requests from departments 
to prioritize what they would like 
to see funded in the year ahead.

The proposed budget given to the 
board members reflects the same 
allocations that each department 
or agency received in the current 
fiscal year’s budget, minus one-
time funding for security cam-
eras included in Greeneville City 
Schools’ 2018-19 funding, Smith 
explained.

In looking at projected revenues 
for the upcoming fiscal year, it ap-
pears the town will have $173,000 
more than last year, he said.

Originally, it looked as if there 
might be a shortfall, and depart-
ment heads were asked to go back 
and make cuts of items that were 
not essential in the upcoming year, 
he said. They were able to make 
$200,000 in cuts. The proposed 
budget in its current form would 
have the town operating on about 
$5,000 less than it is, Smith added.

The list of priorities will help 
give direction as the final proposed 
budget document is prepared, he 
said.

The board meets in regular 
session next Tuesday, but it was 
decided that aldermen need addi-
tional time to review the budget 
and requests. Smith said that the 
board could call a meeting in addi-
tion to its two regularly scheduled 
meetings in June to provide for 
the budget’s two required readings 
prior to July 1, when the new fiscal 
year begins.

The board was in consensus to 
scheduled a called meeting on June 
11 to consider the budget on first 
reading. It is then to be considered 

Town Budget 
Hearings 
Wrap Up
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Commis-
sion got its first look at the 2019-
20 proposed budget on Tuesday.

The proposed $25.9 million 
general operating budget “does 
not not call for a tax increase of 
any kind,” said Greene County 
Mayor Kevin Morrison.

The budget reflects an 
improvement of the budgeted 
deficit by $420,819, Morrison 
said. Last year’s budgeted deficit 
was $1.7 million.

Capital projects included in the 

proposed budget are purchase of 
an emergency communication 
system for the Greene County 
Sheriff’s Department and Green-
eville-Greene County Emergency 
Medical Service, a fuel depot for 
county vehicles to be located at 
the Highway Department and 
an upgraded telephone system 
for the courthouse and annex 
buildings.

The budget as proposed does 
not include an across-the-board 
salary increase for county em-
ployees, Morrison said, but the 
county hopes to provide a wage 
increase for all its employees in 
the 2020-21 fiscal year.

For the upcoming year, Morri-
son said caution has been used in 

GREENE COUNTY COMMISSION

No Tax Increases Proposed With $26M Budget
911 Funding At  

Forefront Of Talks
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