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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 68.

Tuesday — Mostly sunny. High around 92.

Wednesday — Scattered T-storms. High around 87.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 87.

Friday — Patchy fog then sunny. High around 88.
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SPORTS: 
Kevin Harvick  

Picks Up 2nd Win  

In 4 Races. 1B

HEALTH: 
Chuckey-Doak 

Teams Aim To ‘Strike 

Out Tobacco.’ 5A
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Jeremiah Johnson was 
the type of person who 
was constantly in motion. 
Johnson, known as “J.W.,” 
was loved by many, and 
more than 150 people 
turned out Saturday at the 
Capitol Theatre in Green-
eville to honor the memory 
of the U.S. Army Special 
Forces soldier.

Johnson was posthu-
mously awarded a Bronze 
Star Medal during a valor 
award ceremony for his 
actions during an ambush 
on Oct. 4, 2017, in Niger, 
Africa. He and three other 
team members were killed 
during the attack.

Present Saturday at a 
valor award ceremony were 
family members, friends 
and Army representatives, 
including Major Gen. John 

Deedrick, commanding 
officer of the 1st Special 
Forces Command (Air-
borne).

Participants in the pro-
gram included other Army 
personnel, including Spe-
cial Forces soldiers, mem-
bers of the Greene County 
Honor Guard and county 
Mayor Kevin Morrison.

Family members at the 
ceremony included John-
son’s wife, Crystal, and 

daughters Addie and Elisa. 
His father, also known as 
J.W. Johnson, reflected 
on his son’s life before the 
ceremony.

“It makes us feel proud. I 
think he would be in-
credibly humbled,” said 
Johnson, a Marine veteran 
who lives in Erwin. Crystal 
Johnson and her family 
live in Greene County, 
along with many other 
relatives.

Jeremiah Johnson grew 
up in a military family and 
was born in New Bern, 
North Carolina, where his 
father was stationed at the 
time at the Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point. 
The North Greene High 
School graduate was 39 
at the time of his death in 
October 2017.

J.W. Johnson said his 

Fallen Soldier Honored, Remembered For Heroism

Jeremiah Johnson

BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

Tucked deep in the 
woods near the county’s 
western tip, a trail camera 
captures photos of some of 
the region’s most elusive 
animals.

There’s a curious fox. A 
wary coyote. And a sizable 
beaver.

Dozens of trail camer-
as, employed by outdoor 
enthusiasts, hunters and 
landowners, are likely 
scattered across Greene 
County. These devices do 

more than generate inter-
esting photos for wildlife 
fanatics.

In the Volunteer State, 
the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency utilizes 
these remote units for an 
array of research, including 
tracking and surveying the 
population of both elk and 
black bear. When state offi-
cials in 2015 confirmed the 
return of mountain lions 
— declared gone from the 
region since the 1930s — to 
Tennessee, trail cameras 
played a significant role. 
State records show that of 

the 10 confirmed cougar 
sightings over the last four 
years, nine have come from 
landowner-submitted trail 
cameras.

But perhaps the technol-
ogy’s most important use 
comes from the state’s Wild 
Hog Eradication Action 
Team, a 24-organization 
partnership dedicated to 
purging the state of inva-
sive feral hogs.

Thanks in part to illegal 
trapping and releasing in 
the late 1990s, the wild hog 

Trail Cameras Helping Wildlife Officials Keep Feral Hogs In Check
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Turkeys trigger 

a trail camera in 

western Greene 

County.

BY JOHN RABY 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Tennessee convict suspected of 
killing a corrections administrator 
before escaping prison on a tractor 
was captured Sunday seven hours after 
homeowners recognized him on their 
outdoor surveillance camera, authori-
ties said.

Curtis Ray Watson put his hands 
up and was arrested as he came out 
of a soybean field Sunday in the west 
Tennessee community of Henning, 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
Director David Rausch said at a news 
conference. The capture ended a five-
day manhunt.

The field is 10 miles from the prison 
Watson escaped from Wednesday and 
near a home where he was seen on a 
surveillance camera earlier Sunday, 
Rausch said. The homeowners called 
police after one of them recognized 
Watson from police-issued photos.

Photos provided by the residents’ 
camera show Watson, 41, dressed in 
camouflage bib overalls and a hat and 
carrying a camp backpack. Dozens of 

Escaped 
Inmate 

Captured 
After 5-Day 
Manhunt

T
he Boys & Girls Club of Green-
eville & Greene County’s 20th 
annual Celebrity Auction on 
Saturday was a great success.

The sold-out event raised a net profit of 
over $80,000 for the local Boys & Girls 
Club’s activities and programs, a news 
release said.

The event had a huge turnout with 
many having to stand after the buffet 
dinner for the live and silent auction. 

The auction raised funds for the Boys & 
Girls Club programs and activities and 
featured 716 items ranging from vacation 
packages, meals at local restaurant and 
businesses certificates and items, as well 
as memorabilia and autographs from 
the world of sports, politics, music, TV, 
movies, notables and many other unique 
items.

“We really had great participation 
from our bidders, and we were able to 

exceed our expectations for our live and 
silent auction again items this year,” said 
Rebecca Tipton, a board member and the 
co-chairman of this year’s event along 
with Eddie Yokley.

Several bidders in attendance said they 
were amazed at how the Boys & Girls 
Club was able to get so many differ-
ent items. Many unique items were on 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

Sold-Out Celebrity Auction Nets $80K
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Markeyla Davis and Kelsey Gaby hold up an American flag made from barn wood and donated by Tony Ottinger for the Boys & Girls Club 

Celebrity Auction on Saturday. It was one of many art items up for sale during the event at Trinity United Methodist Church.
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