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Tonight — Rain, patchy fog. Low around 60.

Saturday — Rain, T-storms possible. High around 80.

Sunday — Rain, T-storms possible. High around xx.

Monday — T-storms likely. High around 83.

Tuesday — Chance for T-storms. High around 84.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The coronavirus pan-
demic has had the unex-
pected effect of reducing 
the availability of metham-
phetamine being brought 
into Greene and surround-
ing counties.

Authorities are now see-
ing an increase in the use 
of heroin, along with more 
overdoses, Sheriff Wesley 

Holt told members of the 
Greene County Anti-Drug 
Coalition on Thursday.

The “uptick” in heroin 
use is because meth, the 
drug of choice for many 
users, is becoming harder 
to obtain.

“We’ve seen a decline 
in the number of meth 
cases, and we are seeing 
an increase in heroin 
(use),” Holt said. “I guess 
COVID-19 is affecting the 

meth pipeline.”
Holt said after the coali-

tion meeting that author-
ities are hearing about 
more heroin overdoses as a 
result, but overdose victims 
do not always go to a hospi-
tal emergency department 
because of the availability 
of naloxone.

Also known as Narcan, 
the drug is used to block 

Pandemic Snarls Meth Supply Chain
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The 3rd Judicial Drug Task 

Force and FBI arrested 

and charged two people 

from Georgia in 2017 with 

possession of 2.2 pounds of 

methamphetamine and sale 

of the drug to an undercover 

agent in Greeneville. The 

coronavirus pandemic has 

reduced the availability of 

methamphetamine being 

brought into Greene and 

surrounding counties.

BY ADRIAN SAINZE AND  
KIMBERLEE KRUESI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEMPHIS (AP) — Tennes-
see reached its highest monthly 
unemployment rate ever in April 
as the state managed public safety 
concerns raised by the new corona-
virus outbreak by closing nones-
sential businesses, a move that 
has led to more than a half-million 
jobless claims.

The Tennessee Department of 
Labor & Workforce Development 
reported Thursday that the prelim-
inary seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate for April was 14.7%. 
That represents an “unprecedented 
spike” of 11.4 percentage points 
when compared to March’s revised 
rate of 3.3%, the department said 
in a news release.

Orders from Gov. Bill Lee and 
city and county officials led to 
closings of businesses throughout 
Tennessee as part of the mass 
response to the new coronavirus 
outbreak. Since March 15, the 
number of people who have lost 
their jobs and have been seeking or 
receiving payouts from the federal 
and state government in Tennessee 
has totaled more than 532,000, the 
department said.

The state’s highest seasonally ad-
justed rate had been 12.9%, which 
occurred in December 1982 and 
January 1983, the department said.

Total nonfarm employment in 
Tennessee decreased by 376,900 
jobs between March and April. 
The largest reductions occurred 
in the leisure and hospitality, 
manufacturing, and professional 
and business services sectors, labor 
officials said.

More than 28,600 jobless Ten-
nessee residents filed new claims 
for unemployment benefits during 
the week that ended Saturday. That 
number includes 872 new claims 
filed in the eight-county Northeast 
Tennessee region that includes 
Greene County.

More than $355 million in unem-
ployment benefits was paid out last 
week, with more than $295 million 
of that total coming in the form of 
federal funds distributed under the 
federal CARES Act, the emergency 
assistance package created to deal 
with financial effects from the virus 
response.

The rest of the money came from 
a trust fund used by the state to 
pay unemployment benefits, the 

Tennessee 
Reaches 

Highest Ever 
Monthly 

Jobless Rate

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR AND  
MICHAEL BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A shooting at a Texas naval air station 
that wounded a sailor and left the gunman 
dead early Thursday was being investigat-
ed as “terrorism-related,” the FBI said, but 
divulged few details as to why.

The suspect was identified as Adam Al-
sahli of Corpus Christi, according to three 
officials familiar with the investigation who 
were not authorized to speak publicly and 
spoke to The Associated Press on condition 
of anonymity.

At about 6:15 a.m., the gunman tried to 
speed through a security gate at Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, opening fire and 
wounding the sailor, a member of base 
security, U.S. officials told the AP. But she 
was able to roll over and hit the switch that 
raised a barrier, preventing the man from 

getting onto the base, the officials said.
Other security personnel shot and killed 

the man.
There was an initial concern that he may 

have an explosive device, but Navy experts 
swept the area and the car and found 

nothing. The officials spoke on condition 
of anonymity to discuss details about an 
ongoing investigation. Officials were still 
working to process the crime scene late 

FBI Says Thursday’s Texas Naval 

Base Shooting Is ‘Terrorism-Related’
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The entrances to the 

Naval Air Station-Cor-

pus Christi are closed 

following an active 

shooter threat Thurs-

day in Corpus Christi, 

Texas. The shooter 

was killed by base se-

curity personnel. The 

FBI says the incident 

was “terrorism-relat-

ed.”

ROLLING SENDOFF
Schools Mark End Of Year With Parade
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With classrooms closed since March due to COVID-19, schools have had to improvise many aspects of the typical spring semester, including 

end-of-year commemorations and celebrations. Teachers at local schools including Tusculum View Elementary School gave students a social 

distancing celebratory send off in the form of a parade instead of the usual festivities. Teachers congregated at the school on Thursday, which 

was the official last day of school, to form a procession following the buses on their routes. With teachers on the buses and in cars between 

the buses, the teachers honked horns, waved and said goodbye to their students in a different way than usual. “We wanted to have some 

closure to the end of the year for students and teachers,” said Tusculum View Principal Dr. Lana Luttrell. “They’re grieving the end of the year, 

and this is a way for teachers and students to say goodbye.” Luttrell said students that don’t ride the bus and their families were invited to the 

Greene County Fairgrounds for their send off.
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