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To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Emnergy, to preseribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 13, 2026
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama (for himself and Mr. SMITH of Washington) intro-
duced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Armed
Services
JUNE 15, 2026
Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed
[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

[For text of introduced bill, see copy of bill as introduced on May 13, 2026]
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A BILL

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for military
activities of the Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to preseribe military personnel strengths

for such fiscal year, and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 20277
SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS; TABLE OF
CONTENTS.
(a) DIvISIONS.—This Act is organized into four divi-
stons as follows:
(1) Division A—Department of Defense Author-
1zations.
(2) Diwvision B—DMilitary Construction Author-
1zations.
(3) Division C—Department of Energy National
Security Authorizations and Other Authorizations.
(4) Divisiton D—Funding Tables.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for
this Act 1s as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions; table of contents.
Sec. 3. Congressional defense committees.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Army Programs

Sec. 111. Standards for networked, autonomous, kinetic capabilities to protect
against small unmanned avreraft systems.
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Subtitle C—Navy Programs

Temporary unavailability of amphibious warfare ships.

2. Authority to use tncremental funding for long lead-time components for

Virginia class submarines.

. Multiyear procurement authority for Arleigh Burke Class Destroyers.
4. Multiyear procurement authority for John Lewis class Oilers.
25. Procurement authorities for certain amphibious shipbuilding programs.

Contract authority for submarine tender program.

. Multiyear procurement authority for E-2D Advanced Hawkeye aireraft.
. Authority to use incremental funding for the construction of a Guided

Missile Destroyer (DDGQ).

. Authority for advance procurement of components for Ship-to-Shore

Connector class craft.

Torpedo modernization, testing, and wnventory sufficiency for two si-
multaneous regional conflicts.

Limatation on construction of Battleship pending certification on tech-
nology readiness levels.

Strategy for iterative development and flight modifications for FF(X)
class frigates.

. Report on continuity of mission and readiness during transition of F—

5 to F/A—-18E/F aircraft for the Navy Reserve.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

. Inventory requirements for certain fighter aircraft.
. Extension of prohibition on retirement of F=22 avrcraft.
. Lamitation on retirement of E-=3 airborne warning and control system

avreraft and requirements relating to E-7 aireraft.

. Evaluation for potential transfer of certain A—10 aircraft among mali-

tary departments.

. Extension of requirements relating to C—130 aireraft.
. Limitation on availability of funds for C-37 aircraft recapitalization

program.

. Limitation on retirement of MQ—9 Reaper aireraft.
. Analysis of alternatives for next generation airlift capabilities.
. Authorization of transitional activities to improve airlift operations.

Conveyance of certain F—14 aiveraft to U.S. Space and Rocket Center
Commassion in Huntsville, Alabama.

. Report on the feasibility of restoring nuclear capability to the B—1B

Lancer bomber avreraft.
Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters

Multvyear procurement authority for F—15EX aireraft.

Multvyear procurement authority for F-35 avreraft.

Prohibition on procurement and use of humanoid robotic systems pro-
duced, developed, or controlled by foreign adversaries.

Limatation on availability of funds to retire or decommission certain
radar systems.

Standards for common operating system for small unmanned aircraft
systems.

Minimum annual procurement goal for AbilityOne Program.

Implementation of Comptroller General recommendations on F-35
Joint Strike Fighter technical data needs for sustainment.
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Sec. 168. Implementation of GAO recommendation on F-35 joint strike fighter

use of contract incentive fees.

Sec. 169. Study on fuel procurement practices of the Department of Defense.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 219.
Sec. 220. Establishment of synthetic training environment to support Indo-Pa-
Sec. 2

Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

201. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Program Requirements, Restrictions, and Limitations

. Budget review and certification for certain categories of research and

development.

. Deputy Directors of Operational Test and Evaluation.
3. Repeal of pilot authority for use of other transactions for installation

or facility prototyping.

. Modifications to responsibilities of the Defense Innovation Unit.
. Test and evaluation repository and regional test hubs of the Test Re-

source Management Center.

). Weapon system platform modernization and cyber hardening.
. Repeal of requirement for Secretary of Defense to act through a specified

official for NATO innovation program.

. Modification to test program for engineering plant of certain vessels.

United States—Israel Defense Technology Cooperation Initiative.

cific operations.

. Requirement to establish test and training corridors for small un-

manned aircraft systems and associated capabilities.
Operational autonomy requirements for unmanned surface vessels.

3. Realignment of the National Strategic Research Institute to the Depart-

ment of the Avr Force.

. Reimbursement of National Guard for research, development, test, and

evaluation expenses.

. Use of tnnovative and emerging food production technologies for compo-

nents of military rations.

. Support for advanced technologies that strengthen United States agri-

cultural production, agrifood systems, and associated bioindus-
trial manufacturing capacity.

. Prize competitions to support the research and development of bio-

technology for the Department of Defense.

. Pilot program to recognize outstanding achievements in technology and

prototype development.

. Pilot program on forward deployable biomanufacturing capabilities.
30. Pilot program on the use of automated data security posture manage-

ment technologies for artificial intelligence systems.

31. Pilot program on technologies to strengthen authentication and attribu-

tion of human authorization for consequential actions.

32. Cloud laboratory pilot program.
33. Pilot program to test and evaluate muzzle blast overpressure mitigation

devices.

34. Space technology demonstration of advanced nuclear propulsion tech-

nologies.

35. Prohibition on pilot trainees operating T-7 aireraft pending testing

and corrective actions.

236. Prohibition on availability of funds for gain of function research.
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Prohibition on availability of funds for animal research in collabora-
tion with foreign countries of concern.

Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and Other Matters

. Policy to guide the development and acquisition of quantum computing

systems for the Department of Defense.

. Plan for competitive experimentation relating to autonomous and non-

traditional capabilities relevant to the A—10 mission set.

3. Plan for establishment and evaluation of experimental, drone-centric re-

connaissance and security formations.

. Plan for use of certain aircraft for research and development purposes.

Sonobuoy modernization, testing, and inventory sufficiency for two si-
multaneous regional conflicts.

. Review and implementation of strategies to accelerate the qualification

process for domestically produced advanced energetic materials.
TITLE III—OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

Inclusion of nuclear energy in energy policy of Department of Defense
and related matters.

Modification to pilot program on Navy installation nuclear energy.

Standardized document on scope of projects carried out under Military
Munitions Response Program.

Pilot program for secure recycling of domestic electronic waste.

Program for deployment of transportable nuclear microreactor in area
of responsibility of the United States Indo-Pacific Command.

Prohibition on operation of connected vehicles designed, developed, man-
ufactured, or supplied by persons owned by, controlled by, or
subject to the jurisdiction of a foreign entity of concern on De-
partment of Defense property.

Pilot program on off-grid tactical power.

Clarification of certain authorities independent from designated Execu-
tive Agent for installation or operational nuclear energy.

Subtitle C—Logistics and Sustainment

Requirement for quarterly reports on munitions inventory numbers.

Increase of capital investment program threshold for worvking-capital
Jfunds.

Establishment of Civil Reserve Industrial Base.

Modification of minimum capital investment for certain depots of De-
partment of Defense.

. Expansion of covered depots to include Crane Army Ammunition Activ-

ity, Indiana.

. Expansion of space-available travel program for members of the Armed

Forces stationed at United States Naval Station Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.
Authorization of sustainable aviation fuel procurement.
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. Modification and extension of pilot program on optimization of aerial

refueling and fuel management in contested logistics environ-
ments through use of artificial intelligence.

Army expansion of production of 155mm artillery ammunition.

Requirements relating to aerial refueling capability of Avr Force tanker
[leet.

Navy containerized expeditionary advanced manufacturing capabilities
pilot program.

Expansion of transportation services on Navy installations.

Requirements relating to sustainment of A—10 aireraft and related
tratning.

Requirvement for standardized munitions with respect to certain un-
manned arvreraft.

. Requirement to ensure sufficiency of naval mine inventory.

Subtitle D—Reports

Strategy to support Joint Strike Fighter sustainment and maintenance
in contested operating environments.

Subtitle E—Other Matters

. Establishment of Center for the Study of the National Guard.
. Disposition of accountable property in designated theaters of operation.

Certification requirement for motor carriers transporting Department of
Defense freight.

. Establishment of national security registry for motor carriers handling

Department of Defense freight.

. Protection of property owned, possessed, or shipped by the Department

of Defense from lien, arrest, or seizure during shipment.

. Establishment of United States Marine Corps Musewm System.
. Requirement for FireGuard program.
. Pilot program for testing and evaluation of counter-fire unmanned fire

suppression arreraft systems on malitary installations.

. Pilot program on data collection and analysis in connection with Army

combat training center rotations.

Minimum maritime fivefighting capability standards for naval installa-
tions that berth large naval vessels.

Minimum  staffing requirements for fire apparatus at certain Space
Force installations.

. Actwvities for evaluating integration and interoperability of technologies

for subterranean operations.

. Improvements to Osprey aivreraft safety efforts.
. Army pilot program on electronic ammunition simulation for small

arms training.

. Pilot program on hydrophobin-based biomanufactured treatment as

flame-resistant and water-repellent treatments for military uni-
forms.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL AUTHORIZATIONS

Subtitle A—Active Forces

Sec. 401. End strengths for active forces.
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Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

. End strengths for Selected Reserve.

. End strengths for Reserves on active duty in support of the Reserves.
. End strengths for military technicians (dual status).

. Maximum number of reserve personnel authorized to be on active duty

Jfor operational support.

Authorized strengths: Senior enlisted members on active duty or on full-
time National Guard Duty for administration of the Marine
Corps Reserve.

Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations

. Military personnel.

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

Subtitle A—Officer Policy and Reserve Component Management

501.
502.
503.
504.
505.

506.

507.
508.

Flexibility in requirements of selection boards: composition; convening.

Requirements for removal of certain general and flag officers.

Ranks of Judge Advocates General.

Grades of certain chiefs of reserve components.

Grade of Chief of the Veterinary Corps of the Army.

Limitation on the transfer to the Space Force of certain functions of
the Air National Guard.

Inclusion of Judge Advocates in Global Force Management processes.

Role of military chaplains.

Subtitle B—Recruitment, General Service Authorities and Prohibitions, and

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

511.
512.

5153.

514.

515.

516.

517.

518.

519.

Military Records

Recruitment: improvements relating to secondary schools.

Prohibition on reduction in personnel assigned to duty with a service
review agency; report on reviews of certain discharges related to
PTSD.

Selective Service System: omission of deceased persons from registration.

Requirement of equal opportunity, racial neutrality, and exclusive use
of merit in military personnel actions.

Prohibition of hate symbols: regulations; guidance; training.

Timely resolution of career-impacting administrative investigations.

Prohibition on use of prediction markets by personnel of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Pilot program on modernization of drug testing using voice-based risk
assessment.

Soldier Digital Lifecycle Modernization Initiative.

519A. Authority to study the propensity of certain students to serve in the

521.

522.

Armed Forces.

Subtitle C—Member Training

Ineligibility of a national of a non-allied foreign nation to attend a
Service Academy.

Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics program for Junior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

523. Additional nominees to the Service Academies from the Commonwealth

of the Northern Mariana Islands.
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524. Elimination of cap on the number of cadets or midshipmen who may
receive alternative service obligations to become professional ath-
letes.

525. Elimination of the right of cadets to automatic reexamination.

526. Congressional communications officials of the Service Academies.

527. Revision to decision timeframe for expedited transfers at the military
service academies.

528. Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps instructor pay.

529. Establishment of program to promote participation of foreign students
in the Sentor Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

529A. Establishment of the Military Service Academy Panel on Athletics.

529B. Limatation on authority to eliminate the 70th Flying Training
Squadron of the United States Air Force Academy.

Subtitle D—Member Education

531. Establishment of a doctor of psychology program and a master of social
work program at the Uniformed Services University of the
Health Sciences.
32. Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship and Financial Assistance
program: eligible institutions; continuity of payments.
533. Inclusion of National Intelligence College as part of the National De-
fense University.
534. Defense Information School: authority to grant associate’s degree in
cCOmMmMuUNIcations.
535. Eligibility of an enlisted member to receive a degree from the Naval
Postgraduate School.

Ot

Subtitle E—DMilitary Justice

541. Clarification of qualifications for judge advocates.

542. Authority of special trial counsel to enter into pretrial agreements with
respect to certain offenses.

543. Clarifying amendment to completion of appellate review under article
57 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

544. Review of courts-martial records.

545. Uniform Code of Military Justice: prohibition of review of factual suffi-
ciency in certain appeals before a Court of Criminal Appeals.

546. Clarification of court of criminal appeals review of sentencing.

547. Expansion of victim access to Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.

548. Modifications to offense of wrongful broadcast or distribution of inti-
mate visual images under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

549. Authorization of death penalty for offense of rape of a child under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.

549A. Punitive article on retaliation for reporting of sexual harassment
under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

549B. Revision of Department of Defense Instruction regarding early release
eligibility for offenders convicted of certain sexual offenses under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

549C. Notification requirved to implement changes to military legal system
recommended by Special Review Panel activities.

549D. Analysis of potential establishment of separate punitive article on haz-
ing under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
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Subtitle F—Investigations and Other Legal Matters

. Extension of Special Victims™ Counsel services to domestic violence vic-

tims.

. Policies regarding the reporting of missing members of the Armed

Forces.

. Authority of Naval Criminal Investigative Service to investigate sexual

harassment.
Cross-service data sharing regarding substantiated allegations of sexual
masconduct.

55. Inclusion of sexual harassment in Catch a Serial Offender program.
50. Military domestic violence emergent housing policy.

57. Requirement for standardized policies and processes to ensure the timely

review, documentation, and resolution of requests for military
protective orders.

. Reestablishment of Defense Advisory Committee for the Prevention of

Sexuwal Misconduct.

559. Pilot program on use of advanced monitoring and rehabilitative tech-

501.
502.
503.

nologies 1 Army correctional facilities.
Subtitle G—Career Transition

Establishment of separation oath for members of the Armed Forces.

Designation of senior official for military-to-civilian transition.

Authorization of pilot program to help members separating from certain
Armed Forces obtain employment as teachers.

Study on separation of members of the Armed Forces due to the man-
date to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and the transfer of edu-
cation benefits by such members.

Subtitle H—Family Programs, Child Care, and Dependent Education

571.

575.

570.

577.

578.

581.

583.

Extension of non-medical counseling services program for military fam-
thies.

. Pilot program to increase payments for child care services in high-cost

aredas.

. Pilot program to provide financial assistance to members of the Armed

Forces for in-home child care: inclusion of au pairs.

. Modifications to pilot program to provide financial assistance to mem-

bers of the Armed Forces for in-home child care.

Certain assistance to local educational agencies that benefit dependents
of military and civilian personnel.

Policies to support military families subject to court-ordered child cus-
tody arrangements.

Authority for pilot program for certain military spouses to become spe-
cial education teachers in DODEA schools.

Pilot program for push-text notifications to members and dependents.

Subtitle I—Decorations and Awards

Gold star survivor: definition prescribed by Secretary of Defense.

Medal of Honor recipients: access to any military installation; liaison.

Technical correction to authorization to award the Distinguished-Serv-
ice Cross to Isaac “Ike” Camacho.

. Authorization of service ribbon for a member of the National Guard who

performs homeland defense duty.
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585. Authorization for posthumous award of Medal of Honor to Rafael
Peralta for acts of valor.

586. Authorization for posthumous award of Medal of Honor to Robert A.
Lodge for acts of valor.

587. Authorization for award of the Distinguished-Service Cross for James
0. Ratliff for acts of valor during the Vietnam War.

588. Authorization to award the Distinguished-Service Cross to Joseph P.
Lynch for acts of valor as a member of the Army during the
Vietnam War.

589. Sense of Congress regarding award of medal of honor to Thomas J.
Grasso for acts of valor during Operation Freedom’s Sentinel.

589A. Sense of Congress regarding award of Medal of Honor to retired Colo-
nel Philip J. Conran for acts of valor in Laos during the Viet-
nam war.

Subtitle J—Other Matters and Miscellaneous Reports

591. Expansion of eligibility of veterans for cevtain military adaptive sports
program.
2. Expanded goals of authorized program regarding the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial and Museum.
593. Local agricultural procurement in Guam commissaries.
594. Submassion of review of operational effectiveness of Army and Marine
Jorps ground combat units.

Ot
<
\o

TITLE VI—MILITARY COMPENSATION AND OTHER BENEFITS

Subtitle A—Bonus and Incentive Pays

601. One-year extension of certain expiring bonus and special pay authori-
ties.

602. Authorizing board certification incentive pay for medical officers with
doctoral degrees.

603. One-time corrective increase and annual adjustments for certain special
and incentive pays for members of the armed forces; clarification
of special and incentive pay authorities for members of reserve
components.

604. Payment of maximum amount of aviation incentive pay to aviation of-
ficers with more than 8 years of aviation service; enhancement
of retention incentwves available to aviation officers.

605. Expansions of authorities to contract with members of the Senior IRe-
serve Officers’ Training Corps.

606. Retroactive granting of waivers for aviation incentive pay.

Subtitle B—Allowances

611. Basic needs allowance: exclusion of basic allowance for housing from the
calculation of gross household income of an eligible member of
the Armed Forces.

612. Basic allowance for housing: permanent authority to make certain tem-
porary increases.

613. Temporary adjustment to a rate of the basic allowance for housing for
members of the uniformed services: lower threshold; permanent
authority.

614. Modifications to cost-of-living allowance in the continental United
States for members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
and Space Force.
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Payment of costs to ship breast milk of a member performing certain
duty.

Subtitle C—Leave

. Accerual of leave for members of the Armed Forces.
. Accumulation of leave for members of the Armed Forces.
. Bereavement leave for a member of the Armed Forces in the case of a

loss of pregnancy or stillbirth.

Subtitle D—Family and Survivor Benefits

. Payment to participant in Survivor Benefit Plan whose spouse dies be-

fore the participant.

2. Increase in and cost-of-living adjustment of death gratuity.

Subtitle E—Defense Resale Matters

Use of commassary stores by employees of the Department of Defense
Education Activity and military child development centers.

Single-use shopping bags in commaissary stores.

Limitation on implementation of Supply Chain Transformation Initia-
tive of the Defense Commissary Agency.

Subtitle F—Other Benefits, Reports, and Briefings

. Career flexibility programs: eligibility of a member already subject to

a period of obligated service; minimum length of program.

2. Provision of information regarding food access and child care for mem-

bers recetving orders for a change of permanent station.

3. Reserves and retired members: acceptance of employment, payments,

and awards from foreign governments through private entities.

. Program to provide to certain patrons a discount on motor fuel sold

at exchange stores.
TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health Benefits

Dental readiness for certain members of Selected Reserve.
Expanded access to dental care for certain dependents.

Fertility treatment for certain members of the Armed Forces and de-
pendents.

Limatation on ability of Secretary of Defense to modify scope of medical
services.

. Prohibition on and reversal of actions to modify scope of medical serv-

ices provided at certain military medical treatment facilities.
TRICARE coverage for increased supply for contraception.
Pilot program to help certain members of the Armed Forces stop smok-
mg.

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration

Improvements to Defense Health Agency.

Improvements to administration of military medical treatment facili-
ties.

Designation of Defense Health Agency as Combat Support Agency.
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. Accounts for medical and health care programs of the Department of

Defense.

. Availability of Combat and Operational Medicine Program Account

and other funds for certain medical countermeasures.

. Inclusion of Defense Health Agency in reporting requirements relating

to unfunded priorities.

Joint trauma system.

Clarification of consistent evaluations of medical malpractice claims.

Chaperones  for certain sensitive examinations at malitary medical
treatment facilities.

Requirement to offer medical chaperones during sensitive medical ex-
aminations.

Uniform protocols on screening for unwanted sexual behavior.

Requirement to notify Committees on Armed Services of hospitalization
of combat wounded members of the Armed Forces.

Authority to provide residencies, internships, and similar postgraduate
programs for civilian health care professionals of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

. Notification to TRICARE beneficiaries of coverage tramsition require-

ments.

Wawver of referral requirement under TRICARE Prime for certain
physical therapy.

Rates of pay for a provider of care or services furnished under
TRICARE program.

Plans on military health system.

Modification to qualification waiver authority for applicants for nurs-
ing or practical nurse positions in the Department of Defense.

Aerial transport and Department-wide capability for high-consequence
infectious diseases.

Avarlability of obstetrician-gynecologists and certified nurse-midwifes at
malitary medical treatment facilities.

Avarlability of sexual assault nurse examiner services at military med-
ical treatment facilities.

. Improvement of process for filing of complaints and reporting of issues

under TRICARE program.

Pilot program on filling primary care management positions at remote
malitary medical treatment facilities.

Establishment of pilot program on use of health care assessments other
than periodic health assessments.

Subtitle C—~Studies, Reports, and Other Matters

Quarterly briefing on military treatment facilities.

. Enhanced medical coverage for civilian employees of the Department of

Defense and dependents in certain locations.

. Modifications to pilot program to assist certain members of the Armed

Forces and dependents with additional supplemental coverage
relating to cancer.

. Modifications to evaluation and report on TRICARE program effective-

ness.

. Extension of extramedical maternal health providers demonstration

project.

. Modification of trawmatic brain tnjury oversight strategy and action

plan of the Department of Defense.

. Expansion of prohibition on painful research on certain anvmals.
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Pilot program to treat pregnancy as a qualifying event for enrvollment
in TRICARE Select.

Access to automated external defibrillators during malitary physical
tratning.

Pilot program on remote blood pressure monitoring for certain pregnant
and postpartum TRICARE beneficiaries.

Pilot program on secure, mobile personal health record for members of
the Armed Forces.

Pilot program to provide for the use of blue-light dissipating displays
to certain individuals.

Extension and improvement of pilot program of the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences on pharmaceutical supply
chain.

Working group on digital strategy for traumatic brain injuries.

Study on long-term effects of military flight operations on brain health
and mental health.

Study on feasibility of establishing military medical treatment facility
at Homestead Avr Reserve Base.

Study on feasibility of establishing digital system relating to access to
care at military medical treatment facilities.

Review by Inspector General of the Department of Defense on efforts to
prevent suicide.

Requirvements relating to wellness checks for health and welfare of cer-
tain members of the Armed Forces.

Reports on Department of Defense Comprehensive Autism Care Dem-
onstration program.

Transition of medics to civilian workforce.

Strategic plan to address mental health of certain members of the
Armed Forces.

Briefing on prostate cancer incidence and emerging diagnostic tech-
nologres.

Assessment of access, fairness, and transparency under TRICARE phar-
macy benefits program.

Report on feasibility of pilol program on behavioral neurology fellow-
ships.

Government Accountability Office study on reserve component dental
readiness and benefit sufficiency.

Review of the occupational health and safety conditions of operational
facilities associated with the LGM-30G Minuteman III inter-
continental ballistic missile system.

Continued evaluation of the TRICARE program through beneficiary ex-
perience surveys.

Removal of peptides from prohibited performance enhancing substances
list.

Study on long-term effects of exposure to toxic substances on reproduc-
twve health and fertility.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUISITION MANAGEMENT, AND

Sec. 801.

Sec. 802.

RELATED MATTERS
Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and Management
Responsibilities and authorities of portfolio acquisition executives with

respect to contractors.
Ensuring best value in procurement.
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Sec. 803. Limitation on certain contract clauses for commercial products or com-
mercial services.

Sec. 804. Elimination of late cost and pricing data submission defense.

Sec. 805. Reporting of price increases.

Sec. 806. Limitation on suspension of progress payments.

Sec. 807. Uniform requirements for electronic contract writing systems and ac-
quisition management systems.

Sec. 808. Risk-based approach to monitoring contractor business systems.

Sec. 809. Procurement of initial spares.

Sec. 810. Procurement of local produce, seafood, and meat in the area of responsi-
bility of the United States Indo-Pacific Command.

Sec. 811. Review of defense audit agencies.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General Contracting Authorities, Procedures, and
Limitations

Sec. 821. Modification to certain acquisition thresholds.

Sec. 822. Use of accrued interest by certain consortium managers.

Sec. 823. Amendment to other transaction authority.

Sec. 824. Requirement for modular open system approach and modifications to
rghts in technical data.

Sec. 825. Modifications to requirements relating to long-term concessions agree-
ments with certain retailers.

Sec. 826. Prohibition on contracting with employers of convicted traffickers.

Sec. 827. Acquisition thresholds for certain materials.

Sec. 828. Clarification of certain elements of Department of Defense Mentor-Pro-
tege Program.

Sec. 829. Codification of program for negotiation of comprehensive small business
subcontracting plans.

Sec. 830. Consumption-based procurements and associated payments.

Sec. 831. Extension of briefing and certification requirement.

Sec. 832. Preference for recycled strategic and critical materials.

Sec. 833. Transfer authority for rapid transition of other transaction authority
prototypes.

Sec. 834. Portfolio-based acquisition of autonomous capability.

Sec. 835. Establishment of Pathfinder Programs to inform requirements reform.

Sec. 836. Requirements for certain unmanned surface vessels to be manufactured
i the United States.

Subtitle C—Provisions Relating to Acquisition Workforce Development

Sec. 851. Acquisition workforce data analytics capability.

Sec. 852. Chief Acquisition Talent Officer.

Sec. 853. Codification of acquisition workforce key performance objectives.

Sec. 854. Demonstrated proficiency requirements for critical acquisition posi-
tions.

Extension and modification of acquisition workforce demonstration
project.

Sec. 855.

Subtitle D—Intellectual Property Matters

Sec. 861. Reform of technical data and software rights to support competition,
sustainment, and readiness.

Sec. 862. Intellectual Property Ombudsman; voluntary expert mediation for cer-
tain intellectual property matters.

Sec. 863. Expansion of reverse engineering authority for prototype projects.
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864. Clarifications to sustainment planning requirements for covered sys-
tems.

865. Software accountability improvements over lifecycles.

866. Assessment of a Pay-to-Print Program.

867. Prioritizing maintenance, repair, and overhaul for readiness.

Subtitle E—Other Matters

871. Emhancement to defense supply chain resilience and secondary source
qualification.

872. Tailored acquisition pathways for non-traditional intermediate-range
fires capabilities.

873. Pilot program for domestic antimony and copper production for defense
applications.

874. Addressing the backlog of open cases related to the Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement.

875. Limitation on availability of funds for purchase of photovoltaic cells,
modules, or inverters from foreign entities of concern.

876. Emsuring Department of Defense contractor compliance with disability
hiring goals.

877. Expedited implementation of commercial acquisition reforms.

MANAGEMENT

901. Transfer of responsibility to supervise activities of Department of De-
fense relating to export controls.

902. Membership of Commandant of the Coast Guard on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

903. Oversight of geographic combatant commands.

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Financial Matters

1001.  General transfer authority.

1002. Annual report on unfunded priovities of Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency.

1003. Equivalency standards for financial management positions.

1004. Compliance with Payment Integrity Information Act requivements
and strengthening improper payments detection.

1005. Authority to establish Joint Task Force Audit.

1006. Budget transparency for Army multi-domain task force and Marine
Littoral Regiment.

Subtitle B—Naval Vessels and Shipyards

1011. Modification of authority to purchase used wvessels with National De-
fense Sealift Fund.

1012. Requirement for procurement of components for naval vessels from
manufacturers in national technology and industrial base.

1013. Settlement of admaralty claims against the United States.

1014. Amphabious fleet force structure.

1015. Armament of naval auxiliary vessels.

1016. Additional measures for Navy strategy for investment in and support
for the maritime industrial base.
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Inclusion of Navy surface combat ship maintenance as a separate line
item in operation and maintenance budget.

Jontracting reform for surfuce ship maintenance, repair, and over-
haul.

Realignment of contract management for Polar Security Cutter pro-
gram.

Domestic sourcing of bulk fuel to support Tanker Security Program.

Requirements relating to unmanned surface vessels.

Enhancement of Navy submarine rescue capabilities.

Navy—Coast Guard maritime workforce and capacity coordination
plan.

. Pilot program on use of additive and advanced manufacturing to sup-

port naval shipbuilding.

25. Limatation on use of funds for procurement of a battle force ship.

Strategy for distributed shipbuilding.
Strategy of Department of Defense relating to small uncrewed surface
vessels.

. Arctic-focused forecasting, ice modeling, and naval readiness assess-

ment.

Renaming of USNS Cesar Chavez.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of vessel for Battle of Dai Do.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of a vessel “USS Guadalcanal”.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of a naval vessel for Battle of
Micdway.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of a naval vessel in honor of
Jasimar Pulasksi.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of vessel for Rear Admiral Alene
Duerk.

Subtitle C—Counterterrorism

Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of indi-
viduals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to the United States.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds to construct or modify facili-
ties in the United States to house detainees transferred from
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of indi-
viduals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to certain countries.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds to close or relinquish control
of United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Subtitle D—DMiscellaneous Authorities and Limitations

. Establishment of the Secretaries of Defense historical series and pri-

ority declassification authority.

. Inclusion of National Guard Relief Foundation as a military welfare

soctety for certain purposes.
Joint Experimentation and Training Range Innovation Office.
Establishment of Army Information Operations Center of Excellence.
Extension of limitation on retirement or divestment of EA-18G Air-

craft.

. Authority for Secretary of Defense waiver relating to cevtain training.
57. Expansion of prohibition on destruction or scrapping of World War

1l—-era avreraft.
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. Prohibition on Department of Defense contracts with certain foreign-

owned online tutoring services.

Prohibition on display of unapproved flags.

Prohibition on lobbying activities with respect to the Department of
Defense by certain officers of the Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the Department following separation from malitary
service or employment with the Department.

Integration of small unmanned aircraft systems and counter-un-
manned avreraft systems training into initial, officer, and joint
collective training.

Eastern Regional Range Complex demonstration project.

Pilot program on total replacement value for Air Force Test Center
ground test infrastructure.

Pilot program for blockchain-enabled inventory management.

Extended deadline to reassess mecessity of use of immediate response
authority of Department of Defense.

Reconstitution of A—10 demonstration team.

Implementation of cognitive performance enhancement program for
special operations forces.

Senator Robert J. Dole Greatest Generation Education Program.

Recognition program for working dogs.

Prohibition on availability of funds for closure of Rock Island Arsenal
Museum.

Limitation on availability of funds for deactivation of Expeditionary
Jombat Aviation Brigades.

Limitation on availability of funds for travel expenses of the Office of
the Secretary of Defense.

Limitation on availability of funds for travel expenses of Office of the
Secretary of Defense until submission certain assessment.

Subtitle E—Studies and Reports

Repeal of obsolete reporting requirements.

Extension of briefing requirement regarding civil authorities at the
Southwest border.

Extension of requirement for annual briefings on national biodefense
strategy.

Annual report and briefing on implementation of Army Trans-
Jormation Initiative.

Quarterly reports on effects of unplanned global taskings on oper-
ations, deterrence, and readiness in the area of operations of
United States Indo-Pacific Command.

Biannual reports on operational adaptation and fielding of Defense
Autonomous Warfare Group.

Service-wide enterprise strategies for human performance.

Mobility capabilities strategic plan.

Required doctrine on use of unmanned autonomous systems and au-
tonomous formations.

1089A. Strategy for sustainment of certain unmanned aircraft systems.
1089B. Strategy for use of low-cost and attritable Group 4 and 5 unmanned

avreraft systems in contested logistics operations.

1089C. Feasibility study on tactical information operations command au-

thority.

1089D. Public availability of findings of Inspector General investigation of

certain targeting operations.
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1089E. Report on cost of United States malitary operations in Iran.
1089F. Report on Operation Southern Spear.
1089G. Report on civilian harm investigation relating to Shajareh Tayyebeh

Elementary School.

1089H. Report on Port Shuaiba investigation.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Deeming references to the Department of Defense and Secvetary of De-
fense as references to the Department of War and Secretary of
War.

Defination of special operations activities.

Definition of counter-sUAS system for purposes of Joint Interagency
Task Force 401.

Increase in cap for support of small scale construction projects of for-
eiwgn partners in support of counterdrug activities and activities
to counter transnational organized crime.

Modification to funding limitation for procurement of equipment for
certain drug interdiction and counter-drug activities.

National Guard attorney license portability.

Oversight and direction of Irreqular Warfare Exercise Laboratory.

Ubiquitous technical surveillance and digital force protection.

Potential designation of information as a domain of warfare.

TITLE XI—CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

Limitation on outside income for individuals in Office of the Secretary
of Defense.

Skills-based hiring for Department of Defense civilian positions.

Establishment of a student internship program for military child and
youth programs.

Expansion of eligible educational programs under the Smart Defense
Education Program.

Military technician (dual status): elimination of title 32 authority;
conversions of existing positions.

One-year extension of authority to waive annual limitation on pre-
mium pay and aggregate limitation on pay for Federal civilian
employees working overseas.

One-year extension of temporary authority to grant allowances, bene-
fits, and gratuities to civilian personnel on official duty n a
combat zone.

Lwving quarter allowance for Department of Defense civilian employees
with permanent duty station in Guam.

Pilot program on integration of United States tech force with skills-
based hiring authorities.

Enhanced hiring authority for instructor pilots and civilian simulator
mstructors.

Pilot program on tech talent competitiveness.

Ciwvilian employee and contractor financial management workforce
within the Department of Defense.

Department of Defense best practices guide for Family Child Care
homes.

Delegation of authority for corrective action for nonappropriated fund
employees in cases of complaint of reprisal.

Limitation on use of funds to limit collective bargaining.

Hiring freeze exceptions.
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1117. Prohibition on availability of funds for termination of DODEA,
childeare, and healthcare workers.

1118. Demonstration project relating to pay and personnel policies for em-
ployees at ground-based intercontinental ballistic maissile devel-
opment and maintenance facilities.

1119. Demonstration project relating to pay and personnel policies for em-
ployees at Naval shipyards, Navy regional maintenance centers,
and Navy trident refit facilities.

1120. Demonstration project relating to pay and personnel policies for pre-
varling rate employees at covered depols.

1121. Prohibition on carrying out hiring freeze, reduction in force, or hiring
delay without cause at public shipyards of Department of De-
fense.

TITLE XII—MATTERS RELATING TO FOREIGN NATIONS
Subtitle A—Assistance and Training

1201. Modification of authority for support of special operations for vrreg-
ular warfare.

1202. Authority to bwild capacity for space domain awareness.

1203. Establishment of Inter-Pacific Air Forces Academy.

1204. Review of execution of programs to build partner capacity.

1205. Establishment of partnership programs on military trauma care and
research between the United States and foreign countries.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to the Near and Middle East

1211. Extension of counter-terrorism support authority.

1212. Extension of authority for reimbursement of certain coalition nations
Jor support provided to United States malitary operations.

1213. Deadline for Afghanistan War Commission final report.

1214. Prohibition on use of funds to support the Taliban.

1215. Extension of authority to provide assistance to counter the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria.

1216. Extension of limitation on availability of funds for the Iraqi Security
Torces.

1217. Prohibition on transfers to the Badr Organization.

Subtitle C—DMatters Relating to Israel

1221. Extension of war reserve stockpile authority for Israel.

1222. United States-Israel subterranean cooperation.

1223. United States-Israel cooperation to counter unmanned systems in all
warfighting domains.

Subtitle D

Matters Relating to Europe

1231. Arms sales and weapons system transfers to NATO countries.

1232. Extension and modification of oversight of United States military pos-
ture in Europe.

1233. Modification of certification with respect to oversight of United States
malitary posture in Kurope.

1234. Poland defense industrial cooperation program.

1235. Policy on NATO standardization and allied production for next-gen-
eration small arms ammunition.
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Review of the analytical basis for United States force posture adjust-
ments in Kurope.
NATO defense planning and burden sharing activities.

Subtitle E—Matters Relating to the Indo-Pacific

. Sense of Congress on defense alliances and partnerships in the Indo-

Pacific region.

242. Kxtension of Pacific Deterrence Initiative.

1251.

~NoN
Lo o
O
Qo

12061.

1401.
1402.
1405.
1404.
1405.
1406.

1411.

1412.
1415.

1501.
1502.

. Extension of requirement for public reporting of Chinese military com-

panies operating in the United States.

. Modifications to public reporting of Chinese military companies oper-

ating in the United States.

. Extension and modification of annual report on military and security

developments involving the People’s Republic of China.

. Modification of Taiwan Security Cooperation Initiative.
. Oversight of United States military posture on the Korean peninsula.

Subtitle F—Reports

Oversight of military-to-malitary exchanges and contacts between the
United States and the Russian Federation.

2. Report on Russia’s targeting of religious infrastructure in Ukraine.
. Study on effectiveness of United States-Somalia policy.

Subtitle G—Other Matters

Repeal of temporary authority to provide training to military forces
or national security forces of Costa Rica and Panama.

TITLE XIV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—DMilitary Programs

Working capital funds.

Chemical agents and munitions destruction, defense.

Drug interdiction and counter-drug activities, defense-wide.
Defense Inspector General.

Defense Health Program.

Cable security fleet expansion.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Extension of authorities for funding and management of joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund for Captain James A. Lovell Health Care
Center, Illinois.

Authorization of appropriations for Armed Forces Retirement Home.

Critical minerals traceability pilot program.

TITLE XV—CYBERSPACE-RELATED MATTERS
Subtitle A—Cybersecurity

Data recovery requirements and strategy.
Department of Defense Al incident and vulnerability reporting pro-
gram.
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1503. Review and realignment of Department of Defense cybersecurity re-
sponsibilities.

1504. Inclusion of eritical infrastructure and operational technology security
n combatant command planning and readiness exercises.

1505. Pilot program for autonomous mission integration of unmanned suwr-
face vehicles.

1506. Civilian cybersecurity reserve corps pilot program.

1507. Federal contractor vulnerability disclosure policy.

Subtitle B—Information Technology and Artificial Intelligence

1521. Software planning, programming, budgeting, and execution reform.
1522. Requirement for guidance and prohibition on wuse of artificial intel-

ligence of certain artificial intelligence companies.
3. Artificial Intelligence Model Rapid Deployment Framework.
4. Update of policy on autonomous and artificial intelligence-enabled sys-
tems.
1525. Expansion of Al-enabled maintenance intelligence platforms across Aur
Education and Training Command.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

1541. Roadmap for modernization of Top Secret and Special Access Pro-
gram network architectures.

1542. Semiannual reports on Cyber Operational Readiness Assessment pro-
gram.

TITLE XVI—SPACE ACTIVITIES, STRATEGIC PROGRAMS, AND
INTELLIGENCE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Space Activities

1601. Reorganization of acquisition responsibilities of the Space Force.

1602. Reorganization of oversight of the Department of Defense positioning,
navigation, and timing enterprise.

1603. Space launch support services and alternative launch procurement
process.

1604. Spaceport of the Future initiative.

1605. Procurement of commercial space-based data and to support wildfire
resilience.

1606. Continuation of Next-Generation Overhead Persistent Infrared Polar
program of the Department of the Air Force.

Subtitle B—Defense Intelligence and Intelligence-Related Activities

1611. Expenditure of funds across fiscal years for Department of Defense in-
telligence and counterintelligence activities.

1612. Permanent authority for military intelligence collection and analysis
partnerships.

1613. Repeal of certain reporting and briefing requirements.

1614. Modification of authority of Army counterintelligence agents to execute
warrants and make arrests.

1615. Periodic strategy and assessment of intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance capabilities to meet intelligence collection prior-
ities.

1616. Integration of open-source intelligence training and tradecraft into all-
source intelligence analysis curricula.
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Object-based generative artificial intelligence for open-source intel-
ligence.

Report on protection from disclosure of members of the Armed Forces
under cover.

Subtitle C—Nuclear Forces

Matters relating to intercontinental ballistic maissiles.

Designation of Air Force Global Strike Command as National Center
for Conventional-Nuclear Integration.

Quadrennial report on the plan for the nuclear weapons stockpile, nu-
clear weapons complex, nuclear weapons delivery systems, and
nuclear weapons command and control system.

Prohibition on reduction of intercontinental ballistic missiles of the
United States.

Limitation on reallocation of funds for Ronald Reagan Space and
Missile Test Range and United States Army Garrison Kwajalein
Atoll.

Feasibility assessment for potential designation of Joint Global Strike
Operations Center as Global Operations Center—Alternate.

Space Launch Complex 46.

Modification of report requivement for certain decisions relating to nu-
clear weapons employment strategy of the United States.

Independent assessment of bone marrow radiation shielding for nu-
clear survivability.

Subtitle D—DMissile Defense Programs

. Prohibition of unauthorized use of name or seal of the Missile Defense

Agency.

. Removal of duplicative Missile Defense Agency testing requirement.
. Updated Muiddle East integrated air and maissile defense strategy.
. Next-generation integrated air and maissile defense system munitions

strategy.

. Space-based interceptors.
56. Low-cost exo-atmospheric interceptor development.

Subtitle E—Other Matters

Briefings and reports on cross-functional team for anomalous health
incidents.

Jooperative threat reduction funds.

Solid rocket motor industrial base.

TITLE XVII—OTHER DEFENSE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations

Avanlability of funds for Department of Defense State Partnership
Program.

Inclusion of members of special operations forces in preseparation
counseling.

Copyright to a lterary work produced by a civilian faculty member
of a Space Force professional malitary education program in the
course of employment: free use by the Federal Government.

Inapplicability of Defense Base Act to Guam.

Extension of admission for certain nonimmigrant H-2B workers.
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Reauthorization of the Cybersecurity Act of 2015.

United States-Abraham Accords Defense Cooperation Initiative.

Establishment of the Atomic Civilians Commemorative Service Medal.

Establishment of the Blast Overpressure Task Force of the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Authorization of transfer of certain land near Dayton National Ceme-
tery to Department of Veterans Affairs.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Technical and conforming amendments.
Jountering China’s control of the Caucasus.
Jomptroller General study on Skillbridge programs.

TITLE XVIII—REVITALIZATION OF THE DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Subtitle

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

BASE

Subtitle A—Provisions to Protect and Strengthen Supply Chains

1801.
1802.

1805.
1804.
1805.

1806.

1807.

1808.
18009.

1810.
1811.
1812.

1815.
1814.

1815.
1816.

1817.

1818.

1831.
1832.
1835.
1834.

1835.

Requirvements for information relating to supply chain risk.

Oversight of specialty metals procurements under exception relating to
agreements with foreign governments.

Critical materials: tiered sourcing restrictions and requirements.

Changes with respect to the Federal Acquisition Security Council.

Modifications to strategy to eliminate sourcing of computer displays
from certain nations.

Extension of Comptroller General assessments and reports on compli-
ance with procurement requirements relating to rare earth ele-
ments and strategic and critical materials.

Requivements related to detection and avoidance of counterfeit elec-
tronic parts.

Analysis and report on sourcing of certain items.

Assessment and implementation plan for sourcing of synthetic dia-
mond and super abrasive materials used in defense applications.

Defense Supply Chain Intelligence and Risk Response Program.

Identification of supply chain dependencies.

Federal Acquisition Security Council exclusion orders for Chinese
military company designees.

Domestic preference in the procurement of professional services.

Prohibition on the use of Chinese-manufactured optical fiber by the
Department of Defense.

Report on primary aluminum sector industrial base assessment.

Assessment of risk related to adversarial capital in the defense indus-
trial base.

Integration of demand for foreign malitary sales into industrial base
planning.

Report on the feasibility of requiring Bills of Materials for defense ac-
quisition.

B—Provisions Relating to Defense Industrial Base Manufacturing

Clarification of eligible uses of Defense Industrial Base Fund.

Inclusion of biotechnology in uses of the Industrial Base Fund.

Development and application of alternative material sources.

Report and vmplementation of plan for advanced manufacturing for
certain critical readiness items of supply.

Additional guidance related to advanced manufacturing.
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1865.
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1881.

1882.

1885.

1891.

1892.
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Modifications to advanced manufacturing policy review and guidance.

Enhanced domestic content requirvement for shipbuilding programs.

Triennial review of merger and acquisition activity associated with
major defense suppliers.

Multiyear procurement authority for certain munitions.

Multiyear procurement authovity for platforms and components sys-
tems.

Managing and mitigating risks in major munitions programs.

Comptroller General assessment on improving weapon systems and
technology procurement.

Subtitle C—Organic Industrial Base

Modification to annual report on depot-level maintenance and repair
workloads by public and private sectors.

Authority to write off capital expenditures for certain depots of De-
partment of Defense.

Reforms relating to Army organic industrial base.

Exclusion of manufacturing arsenal workload from depot carryover
caleulation.

Temporary authority for use of operation and maintenance funds to
provide training for certain employees performing services or
work funded by working-capital funds.

Demonstration and prototyping program for qualification of organic
industrial base as alternate source for manufacture of casts and
forged components for legacy aircraft.

Briefing and report on Defense industrial base chokepoints and or-
ganic industrial base modernization.

Subtitle D—Small Business Matters

Exception to contract price requirement relating to use of test and
evaluation istallations by commercial entities.

Amendments to the procurement technical assistance cooperative agree-
ment program.

Pilot program on digital engineering and advanced manufacturing to
address no-bid solicitations.

Pilot program to tmprove participation by small business concerns in
certain Department of Defense contracts.

Guidance to ensure protection of covered information during covered
preaward engagements.

Subtitle E—Defense Industrial Base Workforce Matters

Skills-based requirements for Department of Defense contractor per-
sonnel.

Modification of working group on the advanced manufacturing work-
force.

Workforce development initiatives to support mining of critical min-
erals.

Subtitle F—Other Matters
Exemption from trademark licensing fees for certarn military exchange

contractors.
Major system cost growth oversight.
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Inapplicability of Berry Amendment exceptions to certain seafood pur-
chases.

Clarification of commercial solicitation restrictions during initial
entry tratning for memorabilia and photography.

DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AUTHORIZATIONS

Sec. 2001.
Sec. 2002.

Sec. 2003.

Sec. 2101.
Sec. 2102.
Sec. 2103.
Sec. 2104.

Sec. 2105.
Sec. 2106.

Sec. 2107.
Sec. 2108.
Sec. 2109.

Sec. 2110.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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2207.

2208.

2301.
2302.
2305.
2304.
2305.
2300.
2307.
2308.

Short title.

Expiration of authorizations and amounts requirved to be specified by
law.

Effective date.

TITLE XXI—ARMY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Army construction and land acquisition projects.

Family Housing.

Authorization of appropriations, Army.

Extension of authority to carry out fiscal year 2021 project at Fort
Gillem, Georgia.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2022 projects.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2022 project at Fort
Stewart, Georgia.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2024 projects.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2025 project at
Grafenwoehr, Germany.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2026 project at Joint
Region Marianas, Guam.

TITLE XXII—NAVY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

1. Authorized Navy construction and land acquisition projects.

2. Family Housing.

. Authorization of appropriations, Navy.

. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.
. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2024 projects.
. Extension and modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2024

project at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2026 project at Pa-
cific Missile Range Facility Barking Sands, Hawais.

Transfer of amounts for mitigation for projects located at Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington.

TITLE XXIII—AIR FORCE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Air Force construction and land acquisition projects.
Family Housing.

Authorization of appropriations, Air Force.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2019 projects.
Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2020 projects.
Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.
Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2024 projects.
Authority to carry out project at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

2
2
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TITLE XXIV—DEFENSE AGENCIES MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Sec. 2401. Authorized Defense Agencies construction and land —acquisition

projects.
Sec. 2402. Authorized Energy Resilience and Conservation Investment Program
projects.

Sec. 2403. Authorization of appropriations, Defense Agencies.
Sec. 2404. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.
Sec. 2405

TITLE XXV—INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security Investment Program

Sec.
Sec.

2501. Authorized NATO construction and land acquisition projects.
2502. Authorization of appropriations, NATO.
Subtitle B—Host Country In-Kind Contributions

Sec. 2511. Republic of Korea funded construction projects.
Sec. 2512. Republic of Poland funded construction projects.

TITLE XXVI—GUARD AND RESERVE FORCES FACILITIES

Sec. 2601. Authorized Army National Guard construction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2602. Authorized Army Reserve construction and land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2603. Authorized Navy Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve construction and
land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2604. Authorized Air National Guard construction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 2605. Authorized Air Force Reserve construction and land acquisition
projects.

Sec. 26006. Authorization of appropriations, National Guard and Reserve.

Sec. 2607. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.

Sec. 2608. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2024 projects.

Sec. 2609. Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2026 project at
Colonie, New York.

TITLE XXVII—BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE ACTIVITIES

Sec. 2701. Authorization of appropriations for base realignment and closure ac-
twities funded through Department of Defense base closure ac-
count.

TITLE XXVIII—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION GENERAL PROVISIONS

Subtitle A

Military Construction Programs

Sec. 2801. Execution of projects under the Norvth Atlantic Treaty Organization
Security Investment Program.

Sec. 2802. Inclusion of Tribal governments in Defense Community Infrastructure
Program.

Sec. 2803. Briefing required for certain basing actions of the Department of the
Air Force.

Sec. 2804. Unspecified minor military construction dollar thresholds.

Sec. 2805. Repeal of limitation on available funds for research, development, test,
and evaluation military construction projects.
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2806.

2807.

2808.

2811.

2815.

2814.

2816.

2817.

2818.

2831.
2832.

2833.

2841.
2842.
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Modification of approval and notification thresholds for repair projects
on military facilities.

Department of Defense military installation stormwater project accel-
eration program.

Expansion of annual report on unfunded requirements for certain
malitary construction projects.

Subtitle B—Military Housing Reforms

Jongressional  notification of window fall incidents in  certain
privatized malitary housing.

. Expansion of protections against reprisal or retaliation for certain

tenants of privatized military housing.

Treatment of nondisclosure agreements with respect to privatized mali-
tary housing.

Expansion of pilot program to include authority to replace certain De-
partment of Defense laboratories.

. Modification to pilot program for military construction projects to re-

place certarn military unaccompanied housing facilities.

Establishment of timeliness standards with respect to maintenance
work orvders for covered military unaccompanied housing; an-
nual report.

Expansion of elements included in annual reports on the condition of
covered military unaccompanied housing.

Modification to required investments in improving military unaccom-
panied housing.

Subtitle C—Real Property and Facilities Administration

. Authorization for certain planning, design, and construction contracts

in support of military service academies.

. Bxemption of certain military installations from guidance with re-

spect to aggregate square footage requirements.

. Matching requirement for the public schools on military installations

program.

. Improvement to procedures for processing visitors to Department of

Defense military installations.

. Restrictions on data facility equipment placed on facilities leased from

the Department of Defense.

. Name of Department of the Army wmalitary installation, Augusta,

Georgia.

. Name of the Department of the Army military installation located in

Muscogee County and Chattahoochee County, Georgia.

. Military installation renamings.

Subtitle D—Land Conveyances and Withdrawals

Report on land withdrawal at Yuma Proving Ground, Arizona.

Land conveyance, State Armory Board, Utah National Guard, Camp
Williams State Military Reservation, Lehi, Utah.

Land conveyance, Milan Army Ammunition Plant, Tennessee.

Subtitle E—Pilot Programs

Digital twin models at certain malitary installations.
Pilot program on wastewater monitoring and pathogen-agnostic moni-
toring system of certain malitary installations.
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Sec. 2843. Department of Defense pilot program for development and use of on-
line real estate inventory tool.

Sec. 2844. Pilot program to provide integrated connectivity service.

Subtitle F—DMiscellaneous Authorities

Sec. 2851. Authority for Secretary of Defense to acquire real property and facili-
ties in the National Capital Region and to administer such
property as part of the Pentagon Reservation.

Sec. 2852. Establishment of a dashboard for military construction projects for Re-
search, Development, Test, and Evaluation facilities.

Sec. 2853. Additional authority for defense site reimbursement in the Federated
States of Micronesia.

Sec. 2854. Recognition of certain aspects of the National Navy UDT-SEAL Mu-
seum 1 Fort Pierce, Florida, as a national memorial, national
memorial garden, and national K9 memorial.

Subtitle G—Reports and Other Matters

Sec. 2861. Annual report on supervision, inspection, and overhead costs for mili-
tary construction projects.

Sec. 2862. Requirvements relating to the Multi-Mission Dry Dock wmilitary con-
struction project at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Washington.

Sec. 2863. Comptroller General review of Shipyard Infrastructure Optimization
Program.

Sec. 2864. Conditions on transfer of Department of Defense power grid infra-
structure in Guam.

Sec. 2865. Annual report on military construction projects supporting readiness
and public interest in Guam.

Sec. 2866. Annual report on effects of extreme weather on Department of Defense
military installations and combatant commander requirements.

Sec. 2867. Reports to Census Bureau with respect to malitary and civilian per-

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

sonnel on military installations.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY

AUTHORIZATIONS AND OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE XXXI—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY

3101.
3102.
3103.
3104.

PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—National Security Programs and Authorizations

National Nuclear Security Administration.
Defense environmental cleanup.

Other defense activities.

Nuclear energy.

Subtitle B—Program Authorizations, Restrictions, and Limitations

5111.
3112.

3113.
3114.

3115.

Modifications to requirements for plutonium pit production capacity.

Modification to implementation of programs for acceleration of re-
placement of cesium blood vrradiation sources.

Other transaction authority.

Extension of alternative personnel system of the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration.

Deadline for commencement of High Explosive Synthesis, Formula-
tion, and Production Facility.
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Sec. 3116. Contracting authority to acquire commercial testing services for effects

of radiation.

Sec. 3117. Prohibition relating to reclassification of high-level waste.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

Sec. 3121. Technical and conforming amendments relating to codification of

atomic energy defense provisions.

Sec. 3122. Modification of submission deadline for certain Selected Acquisition

Reports.

TITLE XXXII—DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD

Sec. 3201. Authorization.

Sec. 3401.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. .
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 3
Sec. 3
Sec. 3
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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3501.

3513.

3604.

TITLE XXXIV-

NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVES
Authorization of appropriations.
TITLE XXXV—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

Subtitle A—Maritime Administration

Authorization of appropriations for Maritime Administration.
Subtitle B—Merchant Marine Academy

. Transferring the Administration of the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy to the Department.
. Establishment of the United States Merchant Marine Academy as an
office within the Office in the Department.
Support for athletic programs of the United States Merchant Marine
Academy.

Subtitle C—Other Matters

. Lamitation on wawver of navigation and vessel-inspection laws to ad-
dress foreign entities of concern.
. Financing of fishing vessels.
Cranes; shore power.
. Cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by United States Govern-
ment.

25. Assistance for small shipyards.
. Commuttee on the Marine Transportation System.
7. Assessment of channel depths and placement of aids to navigation.

. Wawver.

National Maritime Workforce Advisory Committee.

. Enhancing United States maritime workforce.

. Enhancing United States shipyards and shipbuilding.

TITLE XXXVI—SHIPS FOR AMERICA

3601. Report on privilege.
3602. Fleet testing and briefing requirement.
36053.

Assessment of the use of commercial best practices for Navy ship-
building.
Military Sealift Command.

*HR 8800 RH



AW

Sec. 3605.
Sec. 3606.

Sec. 3607.
Sec. 3608.
Sec. 3609.
Sec. 3610.
Sec. 3611.

Sec. 4001.

Sec. 4101.
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Assessment on maritime infrastructure readiness.

United States Merchant Marine Academy infrastructure and facilities
modernization.

United States Merchant Marine Academy.

State maritime academies.

Enforcement of service obligation requirements.

State Maritime Academy Sea Term Scholarship Programs.

Implementation plan.

DIVISION D—FUNDING TABLES
Authorization of amounts in funding tables.
TITLE XLI—PROCUREMENT

Procurement.

TITLE XLII—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION

Sec. 4201.

Sec. 4301.

Sec. 4401.

Sec. 4501.

Sec. 4601.

Research, development, test, and evaluation.
TITLE XLIII—OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Operation and maintenance.

TITLE XLIV—MILITARY PERSONNEL

Military personnel.
TITLE XLV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Other authorizations.

TITLE XLVI—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Military construction.

TITLE XLVII—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY

Sec. 4701.

PROGRAMS

Department of Energy national security programs.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.

In

this Act, the term “congressional defense commit-

tees” has the meaning given that term in section 101(a)(16)

of title 10, United States Code.
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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2027 for procurement for the Army, the Navy and
the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the Space Force, and
Defense-wide activities, as specified in the funding table in
section 4101.

Subtitle B—Army Programs
SEC. 111. STANDARDS FOR NETWORKED, AUTONOMOUS, KI-
NETIC CAPABILITIES TO PROTECT AGAINST

SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army
shall establish standards to guide the development, procure-
ment, and fielding of covered capabilities to protect ground
combat, support, and mobility platforms against small un-
manned arrcraft systems.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The standards established under
subsection (a) shall provide for the development, procure-

ment, and fielding of covered capabilities that—
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1 (1) are interoperable across brigade combat team
2 elements, including interoperability of capabilities for
3 the detection, tracking, and Fkinetic interception of
4 small unmanned avrcraft systems;

5 (2) ensure seamless networking between a wide

6 variety of sensors and ground platforms; and

7 (3) meet such other requirements as the Sec-

8 retary of the Army determines appropriate.

9 (¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 days
10 after the date on which the Secretary of the Army establishes
11 the standards under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
12 mat to the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate and
13 the House of Representatives a report that includes—

14 (1) an explanation of the standards; and

15 (2) identification of any hardware or software
16 components that—

17 (A) potentially meet such standards; and

18 (B) would be appropriate for incorporation
19 mto covered capabilities.

20 (d) COVERED CAPABILITIES DEFINED.—In this sec-

21 tion, the term “covered capabilities” means platforms and
22 other capabilities that—

23 (1) are networked and autonomous;
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(2) are capable of the detection, tracking, and ki-
netic interception of small unmanned aireraft sys-
tems; and
(3) incorporate—

(A) passive and active sensors for the per-
sistent detection and tracking of threats posed by
unmanned aireraft systems;

(B) autonomous kinetic effects capable of
neutralizing threats with minimal operator
tervention; and

(C) mesh networking to allow for sensor-to-
shooter handoffs between multiple ground plat-
Jorms.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs
SEC. 121. TEMPORARY UNAVAILABILITY OF AMPHIBIOUS
WARFARE SHIPS.
Section 8062(b) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s
amended—
(1) by inserting “(1)” before “The naval”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:
“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘temporarily unavail-
able’, when used with respect to an amphibious warfare
ship, means that the ship has not surpassed its planned

avalability by a margin of—
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“(A) greater than 100 percent of the nominal du-
ration of that availability in 2026 or 2027;
“(B) greater than 75 percent of the nominal du-
ration of that availability in 2028 or 2029;
“(C) greater than 50 percent of the nominal du-
ration of that availability in 2030 or 2031; and
“(D) greater than 25 percent of the nominal du-
ration of that availability in 2032 or any year there-
after.”.
SEC. 122. AUTHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL FUNDING FOR
LONG LEAD-TIME COMPONENTS FOR VIR-
GINIA CLASS SUBMARINES.
Section 126 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119-60; 139 Stat. 755)
18 amended—
(1) by redesignating subsections (b) through (d)
as subsections (c) through (e), respectively; and
(2) by nserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:
“(b) AurHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—
In exercising the authority under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of the Navy may enter into incrementally funded
contracts for the procurement of covered components that

are long lead-time items.”.
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SEC. 123. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR
ARLEIGH BURKE CLASS DESTROYERS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear
contracts for the procurement of up to 15 Arleigh Burke
class Flaght LI guided massile destroyers.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts,
beginning wn fiscal year 2027, for advance procurement as-
sociated with the destroyers for which authorization to enter
mto a multiyear procurement contract is provided under
subsection (a), and for systems and subsystems associated
with such destroyers in economic order quantities when cost
savings are achievable.

(¢c) CONDITION FOR QOUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2027 is subject to the availability of appropriations
or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(d) MANDATORY INCLUSION OF PREPRICED OPTION IN
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL—In the event the total base
quantity of destroyers to be procured through all con-
tracts entered into under subsection (a) s less than
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15, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that one or

more of the contracts includes a prepriced option for

the procurement of additional destroyers such that the
sum of such base quantity and the number of destroy-
ers that may be procured through the exercise of such
options 1s equal to 15 destroyers.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) BASE QUANTITY—~—The term “base
quantity” means the quantity of destroyers to be
procured under a contract entered into under
subsection (a) excluding any quantity of destroy-
ers that may be procured through the exercise of
an option that may be part of such contract.

(B)  PREPRICED  OPTION—The  term
“prepriced option” means a contract option for
a contract entered into under subsection (a) that,
if exercised, would allow the Secretary of the
Navy to procure a destroyer at a predetermined
price specified in such contract.

(e) LiMITATION—The Secretary of the Navy may not
modify a contract entered into under subsection (a) if the
modification would increase the target price of the destroyer
by more than 10 percent above the target price specified

m the original contract for the destroyer under subsection

(a).
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SEC. 124. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR

JOHN LEWIS CLASS OILERS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear
contracts for the procurement of John Lewis class Oilers
and systems, components, and long-lead time materials as-
sociated with such vessels.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts,
beginning n fiscal year 2027, for advance procurement as-
sociated with the oilers for which authorization to enter into
a multiyear procurement contract is provided under sub-
section (a), including economic order quantity purchases
and advance procurement of long-lead tvme materials, to
support the continuous production of such vessels and to
achieve cost savings.

(¢c) CONDITION FOR QOUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2027 s subject to the availability of appropriations
or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(d) TERMINATION LIABILITY.—A contract entered into
under subsection (a) shall provide that the total liability

to the Federal Government for termination of the contract
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1 shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated

2 for the contract at the time of termination.

3 SEC. 125. PROCUREMENT AUTHORITIES FOR CERTAIN AM-

4

O o0 3 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PHIBIOUS SHIPBUILDING PROGRAMS.

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—

(1) PROCUREMENT AUTHORIZED.—The  Sec-
retary of the Navy may enter into one or more con-
tracts for the procurement of covered ships.

( 2 ) PROCUREMENT IN CONJUNCTION WITH EXIST-
ING CONTRACTS.—The ships authorized to be procured
under paragraph (1) may be procured as additions to
existing contracts covering programs for covered
ships.

(b) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—A contract may not
be entered into under subsection (a) unless the Secretary
of the Navy certifies to the congressional defense committees,
m writing, not later than 30 days before entry into the con-
tract, each of the following, which shall be prepared by the
milestone decision authority for the covered ship program
concerned:

(1) The use of such a contract is consistent with
the Commandant of the Marine Corps’ projected force
structure requirements for amphibious ships.

(2) The use of such a contract will result in sawv-

mgs compared to the total anticipated costs of car-
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rying out the program through annual contracts. In
certifying cost savings wnder the preceding sentence,
the Secretary shall include a written explanation of—

(A) the estimated end cost and appropriated
Junds by fiscal year, by hull, without the author-
vty provided in subsection (a);

(B) the estimated end cost and appro-
priated funds by fiscal year, by hull, with the
authority provided in subsection (a);

(C) the estimated cost savings or increase by
Siscal year, by hull, with the authority provided
wm subsection (a); and

(D) the contractual actions that uill ensure
the estimated cost savings are realized.

(3) The Secretary of the Navy has a reasonable
expectation that throughout the contemplated contract
period funding will be available for the contract at
the level required to avoid contract cancellation.

(4) There 1s a stable design for the property to
be acquired and the technical risks associated with
such property are not excessive.

(5) The estimates of both the cost of the contract
and the anticipated cost avoidance through the use of
a contract authorized under subsection (a) are real-

wstic.
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(6) The use of such a contract will promote the
national security of the United States.

(7) During the fiscal year in which such contract
18 to be awarded, sufficient funds will be available to
perform the contract in such fiscal year.
(¢c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The

Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts

Jor advance procurement or advance construction associated

with a ship or ships for which authorization to enter into
a contract is provided under subsection (a), and for systems,
sub systems, spare parts, and major shore based spares asso-
ciated with such ships in economic order quantities when
cost savings are achievable.

(d) Avrnoriry 170 USE INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—
The Secretary of the Navy may incrementally fund a con-
tract entered into under subsection (a) or (c).

(¢) CONDITION FOR QOUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year is subject
to the availability of appropriations for that purpose for
such fiscal year.

(f) TERMINATION.—The authority of the Secretary of
the Navy to enter into contracts under subsection (a) shall

terminate on September 30, 2030.
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(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered ship” means a San Anto-
nio-class or America-class ship.

(2) The term “malestone decision authority” has
the meaning given that term in section 4251(e) of
title 10, Unated States Code.

SEC. 126. CONTRACT AUTHORITY FOR SUBMARINE TENDER
PROGRAM.

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the
Navy may enter into one or more contracts for the procure-
ment of not more than two AS(X) submarine tenders.

(b) USE OF INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With respect to
a contract entered into under subsection (a), the Secretary
of the Navy may use incremental funding to make pay-
ments under the contract.

(¢) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that—

(1) any obligation of the Unated States to make
a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government
Jor termination of the contract shall be limited to the
total amount of funding obligated to the contract at

the time of termination.
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SEC. 127. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR E-2D

ADVANCED HAWKEYE AIRCRAFT.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear
contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2027 program
year, for the procurement of twelve E—2D Advanced Hawk-
eye avrcraft.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR KCONOMIC ORDER QUANTITY.—
The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more con-
tracts, beginning in fiscal year 2027, for advance procure-
ment associated with the awrcraft for which authorization
to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is provided
under subsection (a), which may include procurement of
economic order quantities of material and equipment for
such avrcraft when cost savings are achievable.

(¢) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that—

(1) any obligation of the United States to make

a payment under the contract 1s subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government

Jor termanation of the contract shall be limaited to the

total amount of funding obligated to the contract at

the time of termination.
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SEC. 128. AUTHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL FUNDING FOR

THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GUIDED MISSILE
DESTROYER (DDG).

(a) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available for the
Navy for Shipbuilding and Conversion for fiscal year 2027
may be used by the Secretary of the Navy to enter into an
erementally funded contract for the construction of one
Guaded Mussile Destroyer (DDG).

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS AND TERMINATION LI-
ABILITY.—A contract entered into under subsection (a)
shall provide that any obligation of the Unated States to
make a payment under the contract 1s subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for that purpose, and that total
Liability to the Government for the termination of the con-
tract shall be limited to the total amount of funding obli-
gated at time of termination.

SEC. 129. AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT OF
COMPONENTS FOR SHIP-TO-SHORE CON-
NECTOR CLASS CRAFT.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts,
prior to ship authorization, for the advance procurement
of components for Ship-to-Shore Connector class craft, in-
cluding procurement of such components in economaic order
quantities when cost savings are achievable.
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(b) CONDITION FOR QUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year is subject
to the availability of appropriations for that purpose for
such fiscal year.
SEC. 130. TORPEDO MODERNIZATION, TESTING, AND IN-
VENTORY SUFFICIENCY FOR TWO SIMULTA-
NEOUS REGIONAL CONFLICTS.
(a) STRATEGY AND INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy shall develop and implement a comprehen-
siwe strateqy for torpedo modernization, testing, pro-
duction, and imventory sufficiency.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strateqy required wunder
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the minimum requived
mventory levels of—
(1) MK—48 heavyweight torpedoes;
(11) lghtweight torpedoes, including
MK—54 torpedoes;
(111) advanced torpedo variants;
(1) exercise, traiming, and telemetry

torpedoes; and
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(v) torpedo countermeasure systems,
necessary to support not fewer than two si-
multaneous regional conflicts.

(B) An assessment of wartime torpedo ex-
penditure asswumptions for combat operations
against peer and near-peer maritime adver-
saries.

(C) An evaluation of current torpedo pro-
duction capacity, including limitations associ-
ated with—

(1) energetics;

(11) propulsion systems;

(111) acoustic seekers;

(1v) guidance electronics;

(v) specialty metals;

(vi) undersea weapon integration fa-
cilities; and

(vi1) single-source suppliers.

(D) A plan to increase annual torpedo pro-
duction capacity and reduce production lead
times during contingencies.

(E) An assessment of the adequacy of exist-
g torpedo testing infrastructure, including—

(1) undersea warfare test ranges;
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(11) target vessels and unmanned tar-
gets;

(111) telemetry and instrumentation
systems;

(1) contested electromagnetic environ-
ment testing capabilities;

(v) digital engineering and modeling
eNVIrOnNIments;

(vi) Arctic and deep-water testing ca-
pacity;

(vir) shallow water testing capability;
and

(vi1r) opportunities to cooperate on
testing activities with allies and partners of
the United States.

(F) A description of efforts to improve tor-

pedo swurvivability and effectiveness against ad-

vanced countermeasures and adversary electronic

warfare systems.

(G) An assessment of storage, transpor-

tation, reload, and expeditionary rearmament

capacity for torpedoes during wartime oper-

ations.
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(H) A description of any statutory or requ-
latory barriers limating expansion of torpedo
production, testing, or procurement.

(I) Recommendations for legislative or ad-
mainistrative action necessary to improve torpedo
readiness and wartime sufficiency.

(b) INDUSTRIAL BASE KXPANSION PLAN.—Not later
90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall develop a plan to expand the under-
sea weapons industrial base to support sustained wartime
production requirements. Such plan shall include—

(1) options for second-source suppliers;

(2) expansion of Government-owned, contractor-
operated facilities;

(3) use of multiyear procurement authorities
pursuant to section 3501 of title 10, United States
Jode;

(4) opportunities to expand public-private part-
nerships for undersea weapons manufacturing and
sustaimment;

(5) measures to improve supply chain resilience
Jor eritical components; and

(6) options for surge production during national

emergencies or armed conflict.
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(¢) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees—

(1) a report on the strategy developed under sub-
section (a); and
(2) a report on the plan developed under sub-

section (D).

(d) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Navy shall provide to the congressional defense com-
mattees a briefing on—

(1) the highest-risk shortfalls in torpedo inven-
tory and testing capacity;

(2) operational testing methodology for torpedos
and efforts to test for real world scenarios;

(3) projected wartime torpedo inventory deple-
tion timelines; and

(4) investments required during period covered
by the future-years defense program to ensure torpedo

sufficiency for two simultaneous regional conflicts.
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SEC. 131. LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION OF BATTLESHIP
PENDING CERTIFICATION ON TECHNOLOGY
READINESS LEVELS.

The Secretary of the Navy may not enter into a con-
tract or other agreement that includes a scope of work for
the construction of the lead ship of the Battleship program
until the date on which the Secretary certifies to the con-
gressional defense committees that the weapon systems
planned for inclusion in such lead ship are at a sufficiently
mature technology readiness level.

SEC. 132. STRATEGY FOR ITERATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND
FLIGHT MODIFICATIONS FOR FF(X) CLASS
FRIGATES.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Navy shall submait to the congressional defense com-
mittees a strateqy for the iterative development of the FF(X)
class frigate. Such strategy shall include the following:

(1) Information on the estimated timeline for
each planned variant (commonly known as «a
“Flight”) of the FF(X) class frigate.

(2) Details on the integration of additional ca-
pabilities for future Flights of the frigate, such as
vertical launch systems or improved sensors, and vm-
plications for the space, weight, power, and cost of the

hull form.
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(3) Any additional mission sets or combat func-
tions that may be added to the concept of operation

Jor FF(X) class firgates.

(b) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Navy shall provide to the congressional defense committees
a briefing on the development of the strategy required under
subsection (a).

(¢c) FF(X) CLASS FRIGATE DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “FF(X) class frigate” means the new class of frig-
ate vessel under development by the Secretary of the Navy
(as of the date of the enactment of this Act) based on «a
design derived from the Legend class Coast Guard cutter.
SEC. 133. REPORT ON CONTINUITY OF MISSION AND READI-

NESS DURING TRANSITION OF F-5 TO F/A-18E/
F AIRCRAFT FOR THE NAVY RESERVE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than March 1,
2027, and annually thereafter for four years, the Secretary
of the Navy shall submat to the congressional defense com-
mattees a report on the status of efforts to transfer F/A—
18E/F aircraft to the Navy Reserve to replace the F—5 air-
craft.

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report under subsection (a)

shall include an explanation of—
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(1) how the Secretary will mitigate risk to any
degradation, gap, or delay in mission execution, fleet
readiness, or pilot and maintainer qualification dur-
g the period in which avrcraft are being transferred
and replaced as described in subsection (a);

(2) the Secretary’s plans for retaining key Navy
Reserve personnel to support operational readiness
during such period;

(3) how the Secretary plans, if possible, to ensure
that assigned operational and adversary training
masstons are executed during such period;

(4) how the Secretary plans to maintain pilot
and maintenance personnel proficiency, currency,
and qualifications during such period; and

(5) the timelines associated with the transfer and
replacement of avreraft described in subsection (a), in-
cluding timelines associated with—

(A) support equipment and initial spares;

(B) pilot and maintenance personnel train-
mg;

(C) achievement of initial operational capa-

Dility and full operational capability; and

(D) execution of all contracts supporting the

transfer and replacement of such aireraft.
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Subtitle D—Air Force Programs
SEC. 141. INVENTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN FIGHT-
ER AIRCRAFT.

(a) MODIFICATION OF INVENTORY REQUIREMENTS
FOR AIR FORCE FIGHTER AIRCRAFT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (1) of section 9062
of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended to read as
Jollows:

“(1)(1) During the period beginning on October 1,
2026, and ending on October 1, 2035, the Secretary of the
Air Force shall maintain a total aircraft inventory of fight-
er arreraft of not less than 1,800 aireraft.

“(2) In this subsection:

“(A) The term ‘fighter aircraft’—

“(1) means an aireraft that—

“(1) 1s designated by a mission design
series prefix of F'— or A—;

“(II) s manned by one or two crew-
members; and

“(I11) executes single-role or multi-role
massions, including avr-to-air combat, air-
to-ground attack, aivr interdiction, suppres-
ston or destruction of enemy awr defenses,

close awr support, strike control and recon-
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1 naissance, combat search and rescue sup-
2 port, or airborne forward air control; and

3 “(11) does not include collaborative combat
4 avreraft.

5 “(B) The term ‘primary mission aircraft inven-
6 tory’ means aircraft assigned to meet the primary
7 arvreraft authorization to a unit for the performance
8 of its wartime mission.”.

9 (2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by
10 paragraph (1) shall take effect on October 1, 2026.

11 (b) AUTHORITY TO INCREASE PLANNED PROCURE-
12 MENT.—Beginning on October 1, 2026, the Secretary of the

13 Awr Force may increase the total planned procurement of
14 F-15EX aireraft to beyond 267 avrcraft.

15 SEC. 142. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON RETIREMENT OF
16 F-22 AIRCRAFT.

17 Section 9062(k)(1) of title 10, United States Code, s
18 amended by striking “September 30, 2027”7 and inserting
19 “September 30, 20327

20 SEC. 143. LIMITATION ON RETIREMENT OF E-3 AIRBORNE

21 WARNING AND CONTROL SYSTEM AIRCRAFT
22 AND REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO E-7 AIR-
23 CRAFT.

24 (a) EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM IN-

25 VENTORY REQUIREMENT.—Section 149 of the National De-
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1 fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law

2 119-60) is amended—

20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) by striking “below 167 each place it appears
and nserting “below 157; and

(2) in subsection (a), by striking “fiscal year
20267 and inserting “fiscal year 2026 or 20277,

(b) REQUIREMENT TO PLAN AND BUDGET FOR K-7

ProgrAaM oF RECORD.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Ar
Force shall submat to the congressional defense commit-

tees—

(1) a detailed schedule for procurement, fielding,
and achievement of wnitial and full operating capa-
bility for -7 Wedgetail avreraft; and

(2) a funding profile across the period covered by
the Future Years Defense Program sufficient to meet
the requirements of paragraph (1).

(¢) CAPABILITY ASSURANCE.—The Secretary of Air

Force shall certify to the congressional defense commattees

that—

(1) the plan wunder subsection (b) will ensure
there 1s no degradation wn the aiwrborne early warn-
g, battle management, and command and control
capabilities available to support combatant com-

mands; and
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(2) any proposed retirement of E—3 avrcraft will
not result in a gap wn operational coverage, Mmission
availability, or responsiveness to the demands of the
combatant commands.

SEC. 144. EVALUATION FOR POTENTIAL TRANSFER OF CER-
TAIN A-10 AIRCRAFT AMONG MILITARY DE-
PARTMENTS.

Section 137(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 137 Stat.
174) 1s amended—

(1) by striking “by this Act or by the National

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-

lic Law 117-263)” and inserting “to the Department

of Defense for any of fiscal years 2023 through 20307;

and

(2) by wnserting “to another military department
or” after “evaluated for potential transfer”.

SEC. 145. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO C-
130 AIRCRAFT.

(a) EXTENSION OF MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIRE-
MENT.—Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2455), as most recently amend-
ed by section 145(a) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119-60; 139 Stat.
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760), s further amended by striking “2026” and inserting
“2028”.

(b) EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF
(C-130 AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL GUARD.—RSec-
tion 146(D)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263;
136 Stat. 2455), as most recently amended by section 145(D)
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026 (Public Law 119-60; 139 Stat. 760), 1is further
amended by striking “2026” and inserting “2028”.

(¢) REPORT REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Air Force shall submit to the congressional defense
commaittees a report detailing the following:

(1) The total number and variant types of C—130
avrcraft in the inventory of the Air Force.

(2) Any planned retirements, divestments, or re-
ductions to the fleet of such aircraft.

(3) Modernization and recapitalization efforts,
mceluding block upgrades and procurement schedules.

(4) Planned basing actions for fielding C—130J

avreraft to recapitalize C—130H aircraft.
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SEC. 146. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR C-
37 AIRCRAFT RECAPITALIZATION PROGRAM.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act
or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2027 for the Air
Force for the procurement of C=37 aircraft, not more than
50 percent may be obligated or expended until a period of
30 days has elapsed following the date on which the Sec-
retary of the Air Force submats to the congressional defense
committees—

(1) the acquisition strategy for such avreraft; and
(2) a justification for using other than competi-
twe procedures under section 3204 of title 10, United

States Code, for the award of a contract for the pro-

curement of such aircraft.

SEC. 147. LIMITATION ON RETIREMENT OF MQ-9 REAPER
AIRCRAFT.

(a) LIMITATION ON RETIREMENT OR DIVESTMENT.—
None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act
or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2027 for the De-
partment of the Air Force may be obligated or expended
to retire, divest, place i storage, transfer to nonoperational
status, or prepare for retirement any MQ-9 Reaper air-
craft.

(b) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR FUTURE RE-
TIREMENT OR DIVESTMENT.—Beginning after September
30, 2027, the Secretary of the Air Force may not retire,
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1 dwvest, or transfer to nonoperational status any ME)-9

2 Reaper aircraft until the Secretary certifies in writing to

3 the congressional defense commattees that—

4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

(1) a replacement capability has achieved initial
operational capability;

(2) such replacement capability provides com-

parable or superior:

(A) persistent intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance capability;

(B) strike capability;

(C) survivability in a dynamic and high-
threat environment;

(D) maritime surveillance capability;

(E) communications relay capability; and

(F) operational availability and sortie gen-
eration capacity;

(3) the replacement capability is available in
sufficient operational quantities to meet requirements
of the combatant commands;

(4) the retirement or divestment unll not increase
operational risk to ongoing contingency operations,
homeland defense massions, maritime domain aware-

ness MISSLONS, 01 Crisis response operations;
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1 (5) the Secretary has conducted a force structure
2 assessment evaluating the vmpact of such retirement
3 on—

4 (A) globally deployed operations;

5 (B) distributed operations in the Indo-Pa-
6 cific region;

7 (C) operations in the United States Central
8 Command area of responsibility;

9 (D) support to special operations forces;
10 and

11 (E) support to allied and partner nation
12 operations; and

13 (6) the Secretary has submatted the assessments
14 required under subsection (c).

15 (¢) COMBATANT COMMANDER SUFFICIENCY ASSESS-

16 MENT—Not later than 30 days prior to submitting a cer-
17 tification under subsection (b), the Secretary of the Air
18 Force shall submat to the congressional defense commattees

19 an assessment from—

20 (1) each of the commanders of the combatant
21 commands regarding the operational sufficiency of the
22 remaining remotely piloted aivrcraft force to execute
23 approved operational plans and ongoing missions;
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1 (2) the Commander of United States Special Op-
2 erations Command regarding the impact of such re-
3 tirement on support to special operations missions;

4 (3) the Commander of Unated States Indo-Pa-
5 cific Command regarding the 1mpact on distributed
6 maritime surveillance and targeting operations in the
7 Indo-Pacific theater; and

8 (4) the Commander of United States Central
9 Command regarding the impact on ongoing counter-
10 terrorism, force protection, and crisis response oper-
11 ations.

12 (d) REPLACEMENT CAPABILITY DEFINED.—In this
13 section, the term “‘replacement capability” means a plat-

[—
N

Jorm, family of systems, or operational capability intended

[S—
()}

to replace the operational functions currently performed by

16 the M()-9 Reaper fleet, including—

17 (1) wntelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance;
18 (2) precision strike;

19 (3) maritime domain awareness;

20 (4) electronic warfare; and

21 (5) communications relay.

22 SEC. 148. ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES FOR NEXT GENERA-
23 TION AIRLIFT CAPABILITIES.

24 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air Force, in

25 coordination with the Commander of the United States
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Transportation Command, shall conduct an analysis of al-
ternatives for next generation airlift capabilities.
(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the analysis of alter-

natives required under subsection (a), the Secretary of the

5 Auwr Force shall—

6
7

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(1) evaluate a range of options for next genera-
tion awrlift capabilities, including recapitalization of
existing platforms, service life extension and mod-
ernization efforts, and development of new airlift
platforms;

(2) an evaluating such options, consider oper-
ational effectiveness, survivability in contested envi-
ronments, fuel efficiency, lifecycle costs, connectivity,
basing, and interoperability with joint and coalition
Jorces and battle networks; and

(3) assess the feasibility of incorporating un-
manned or optionally crewed systems and innovative
concepts of operations.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force
shall submait to the congressional defense commattees a re-
port on the results of the analysis of alternatives conducted
under subsection (a). The report shall include—

(1) the findings and conclusions of the analysis;
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(2) recommendations, f any, for future invest-
ment in next generation airlift capabilities; and
(3) such other information as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.
SEC. 149. AUTHORIZATION OF TRANSITIONAL ACTIVITIES
TO IMPROVE AIRLIFT OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air Force may
carry out activities, prior to fielding the next generation
avrlift avreraft, to improve the readiness, reliability, capac-
wty, and capabilities of the Air Force with respect to airlift
operations.

(b) AcriviTiES.—The activities carried out under sub-
section (a) may include—

(1) entering into partnerships with commercial
entities—

(4) to provide the Avr Force with access to
commercially developed aircraft capable of han-
dling outsized airlift payloads; and

(B) to modify such aivrcraft, as necessary, to
meet military requirements;

(2) carrying out a pilot program to assess the

Jeasibility and advisability of using commercial pro-

viders to test, certify, and operate select C-5 aireraft

wm support of the Air Force; and
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(3) such other activities as the Secretary of the

Auwr Force determines appropriate.

(¢c) FUNDING.—This section shall be carried out using
amounts otherwise authorized to be appropriated to the De-
partment of the Air Force and no additional funds are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section.

SEC. 150. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN F-14 AIRCRAFT TO U.S.
SPACE AND ROCKET CENTER COMMISSION IN
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA.

(a) AurHORITY.—The Secretary of the Navy may con-
vey, without consideration, to the U.S. Space and Rocket
Center Commassion in Huntsville, Alabama (in this section
referred to as the “Commassion”), all right, title, and inter-
est of the United States in the following:

(1) =14 aireraft (Bureaw number 159437).
(2) F—14 avreraft (Bureaw number 164341).
(3) F—14 avreraft (Bureaw number 164602).

(b) FOrRM OF CONVEYANCE.—Any conveyance under
subsection (a) shall be made by means of a conditional deed
of gift.

(¢) CONVEYANCE AT No Cosr 71O THE UNITED
STATES.—Any conveyance under subsection (a) shall be
made at no cost to the United States. Any costs associated
with such conveyance, costs of determining compliance with

terms of the conveyance, and costs of operation and mainte-
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nance of the aircraft conveyed shall be borne by the Com-
MASSTON.

(d) CONDITION OF AIRCRAFT.—The aircraft being con-
veyed under subsection (a) do not have any capability for
use as a platform for launching or releasing munitions or
any other combat capability that it was designed to have.

(¢) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary shall include in the
mstrument of conveyance of the aircraft under subsection
(1)—

(1) a condition that the Secretary is not required
to reparr or alter the condition of the avrcraft before
conveying ownership of the aircraft;

(2) a condition that the Secretary shall provide
any maintenance and operations manuals that—

(A) are specific to the F-14 aircraft; and
(B) the Secretary has sufficient intellectual
property rights to convey;

(3) a condition that the Secretary may provide
excess spare parts to make one of the F—14 aircraft
flyable or able to complete a static display, provided
that any part transferred from existing Navy stock s
revmbursed at fairr market value by the Commaission,
with no items being procured by the Secretary on be-

half of the Commassion; and
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(4) a condition that the Secretary will not be re-
sponsible for transferring any additional parts or
providing any additional support beyond what 1is
stated wn thas section, during or after the conveyance
of the avrcraft.

(f) AGREEMENTS FOR RESTORATION AND OPEER-
ATION.—The Secretary may—

(1) authorize the Commission to enter into agree-

O o0 9 N U B W

ments with qualified nonprofit organizations for the

10 purpose of restoring and operating the airveraft trans-
11 Jferred under subsection (a) for public display,
12 arvrshows, and commemorative events to preserve
13 naval aviation heritage; and

14 (2) af the Secretary authorizes any such agree-
15 ment, require such additional terms and conditions in
16 the instrument of conveyance as appropriate to pro-
17 tect the interests of the United States.

18 (9) REVERTER UPON BREACH OF CONDITIONS.—The

19 Secretary shall include in the instrument of conveyance of

20 the aircraft under subsection (a)—

21 (1) a condition that the Commassion shall oper-
22 ate and maintain the aireraft in compliance with all
23 applicable limitations and maintenance requirements
24 mmposed by the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
25 Admanistration;
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(2) a condition that the Commaission shall not
convey any ownership interest in, or transfer posses-
ston of, the aireraft to another party without the
prior approval of the Secretary; and

(3) a condition that if the Secretary determines
at any time that the Commaission has failed to comply
with the conditions set forth in paragraphs (1) and
(2), all right, title, and interest in and to the aircraft,
mcluding any repair or alteration of the aireraft,
shall revert to the United States, and the Unated
States shall have the right of tmmediate possession of
the aireraft.

(h) CLARIFICATION OF LIABILITY.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, upon the conveyance to the
Commassion of interests in the aircraft under subsection (a),
the Unated States may not be liable for any death, injury,
loss, or damage that results from any use of such aircraft
by any person other than the United States.

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—The conveyance of an avrcraft
under subsection (a), and the use of such avreraft following
such conveyance, shall be subject to all applicable Federal
and State laws and regulations, including the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), the Export Control
Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.), chapter 37
of title 18, United States Code (commonly referred to as
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the “Espionage Act”), the regulations set forth in sub-

chapter M of chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (commonly referred to as the “International Traffic
m Arms Regulations”), subchapter C of chapter VII of title
15, Code of Federal Regulations (commonly referred to as
the “Export Administration Regulations™), and chapter V
of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (commonly referred
to as the “Foreign Assets Control Regulations™).
SEC. 151. REPORT ON THE FEASIBILITY OF RESTORING NU-
CLEAR CAPABILITY TO THE B-1B LANCER
BOMBER AIRCRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 1, 2026,
the Secretary of the Awr Force, in coordination with the
Commander of the United States Strategic Command, shall
submit to the congressional defense commattees a report as-
sessing the feasibility of restoring nuclear capability to the
B-1B Lancer bomber aireraft.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of any structural, electronic,
software, and weapons-integration modifications re-
quired to enable the B—1B aircraft to deliver nuclear

weapons.
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(2) An assessment of the compatibility of such
avreraft with currently fielded and planned nuclear
gravity bombs and air-launched cruise missiles.

(3) Identification of any malitary construction,
storage, security, and certification infrastructure that
would be required at forward operating locations
within the continental United States should nuclear
capability be restored to such aircraft.

(4) Requirements related to aircrew certification,
maintenance training, security forces training, nu-
clear surety anspections, and personnel reliability
programs should nuclear capability be restored to
such aireraft.

(5) Estimated research, development, test, eval-
wation, procurement, operations, and sustainment
costs over a the five-year period following the initi-
ation of any efforts to restore nuclear capability to
such avreraft.

(6) An assessment of the expected remaining
service life of the B—1B awrcraft fleet.

(7) The estimated time required to achieve ini-
twal operational capability and full operational capa-
bility should the Air Force pursue restoring nuclear

capability to such aircraft.
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(8) An assessment of the military utility and
strategic deterrence value of restoring nuclear capa-
bility to the B—1B awrcraft.

(9) An assessment of any costs and additional
requirements to restore nuclear capability across
bomber bases.

(¢c) ForM.—The report required under subsection (a)
shall be submaitted in unclassified form but may include a
classified annex.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint,
and Multiservice Matters
SEC. 161. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR F-
15EX AIRCRAFT.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIVEAR PROCUREMENT.—

Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, and

except as provided in subsection (b), the Secretary of De-

fense may enter into one or more multiyear contracts, be-

ginning with the fiscal year 2027 program year, for the
procurement of—
(1) F=15EX aircraft; and
(2) inatial spare parts, alternate mission equip-
ment, and conformal fuel tanks for such aivrcraft.
(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Defense may not
enter into a contract for the procurement of an aircraft

under subsection (a) until the date on which the Secretary
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certifies to the congressional defense commaittees that such
contract uill provide for the procurement of the full com-
plement of initial spare parts, alternate mission equipment,
and conformal fuel tanks for each aircraft to be procured
under the contract.

(¢) CONDITION FOR QOUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2027 is subject to the availability of appropriations
or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(d) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of Defense may enter into one or more contracts,
beginning wn fiscal year 2027, for advance procurement as-
sociated with the avrcraft for which authorization to enter
mto a multiyear procurement contract is provided under
subsection (a), which may include procurement of economic
order quantities of material and equipment for such air-
craft when cost savings are achievable.

SEC. 162. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR F-35
AIRCRAFT.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, Unated States Code, and
except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary

of Defense may enter into one or more multiyear contracts,
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beginning with the fiscal year 2027 program year, for the
procurement of—
(1) F-35 aireraft; and
(2) anitral spare parts and alternate mission
equipment for such arvrcraft.

(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Defense may not
enter into a contract for the procurement of an aireraft
under subsection (a) until the date on which the Secretary
certifies to the congressional defense committees that such
contract wnill provide for the procurement of the full com-
plement of inatial spare parts and alternate mission equip-
ment for each aircraft to be procured under the contract.

(¢) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may
not enter into a contract for the procurement of an
avreraft under subsection (a) until the date on which
all of the following requirements have been met:

(A) The Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustarnment has certified to the
congressional defense commattees that—

(1) any multiyear contracts for the
procurement of F-35 aircraft units will
achieve savings of not less than 5 percent
compared with the estimated cost of pro-

curing the same number and configuration
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of F-35 aircraft through annual contracts

over the same period; and

(11) the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Fvaluation reviewed and
validated such savings estimate.

(B) The Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment has submatted to the
congressional defense commattees a report on the
plan of the Department of Defense to improve
operational readiness rates of F—35 avrcraft. The
report shall include—

(1) funding requirements, by fiscal
year, that achieve readiness to the required
rates of full mission capability, mission ca-
pability, and aireraft availability, as de-
Jined by the Air Force and the Department
of the Navy; and

(11) funding requirements across the
period covered by the future-years defense
program that demonstrate full resources
budgeted and programmed to achieve an-
nual readiness requirements as identified in
clause (1).

(2) LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Of

the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act
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or otherwise made available for the Department of

Defense for fiscal year 2027 for the Office of the

Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and

Sustainment for official travel, not more than 50 per-

cent may be obligated or expended until the date on

which the Under Secretary submits to the congres-
swonal defense commattees a certification—

(A) that funding for fiscal year 2026 has
been obligated and expended to meet the fiscal
year 2026 readiness requirements as identified
wm paragraph (1)(B)(1); and

(B) that funding for fiscal year 2027 has
been requested to meet fiscal year 2027 readiness
requirements as vdentified in such paragraph.

(d) CONDITION FOR QOUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2027 is subject to the availability of appropriations
or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(¢) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of Defense may enter into one or more contracts,
beginning wn fiscal year 2027, for advance procurement as-
sociated with the avrcraft for which authorization to enter

mto a multiyear procurement contract is provided under
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subsection (a), which may include procurement of economic

order quantities of material and equipment for such air-

craft when cost savings are achievable.

SEC. 163. PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND USE OF
HUMANOID ROBOTIC SYSTEMS PRODUCED,
DEVELOPED, OR CONTROLLED BY FOREIGN
ADVERSARIES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may
not procure, lease, or otherwise obtain a covered
hwmanoid robotic system that—

(A) s produced or developed by a foreign
adversary or foreign adversary entity;

(B) wncorporates firmware, software, artifi-
cial ntelligence models, remote update capa-

Dility, or cloud services provided by a foreign ad-

versary or foreign adversary entity; or

(C) 1s subject to remote access, maintenance,
data transmission, or wupdate authority con-
trolled by a foreign adversary or foreign adver-
sary entity.

(2)  ArPPLICABILITY.—The prohibition under
paragraph (1) shall apply with respect to contracts
and other agreements entered into after the date of the

enactment of this Act.
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(b) LimitED WAIVER FOR CONTROLLED TESTING AND
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PURPOSES.—The Secretary of De-
fense may waive the prohibition under subsection (a)(1)
with respect to a covered humanovd robotic system if—

(1) the system s to be used solely for counter-
mtelligence, cybersecurity testing, vulnerability as-
sessment, or research purposes;

(2) the system operates in a physically isolated
or air-gapped environment;

(3) the system 1is not connected to operational
Department of Defense networks; and

(4) the Secretary notifies the congressional de-
fense committees not later than 30 days after issuing
such waiver.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall issue any rules, requlations, policies, and guid-
ance necessary for the implementation of this section.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prohibit the procurement or use of a
covered humanoid robotic system solely on the basis that
such system incorporates commercially available, off-the-
shelf components not specifically designed for humanoid

robotic systems, provided that such components do not en-
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(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1)(A) The term “covered hwmanord robotic sys-
tem” means a commercially available robotic system
that—

(1) s designed for general-purpose inter-
action within human-occupied environments;

(11) possesses articulated upper extremaities
capable of dexterous manipulation;

(111) 1s capable of autonomous or semi-au-
tonomous operation using artificial intelligence
or machine learning systems; and

(1v) 1s equipped with wired or wireless net-
working connectivity, including internet, cel-
lular, satellite, Bluetooth, Wi-Fh, radio-frequency
communication, or cloud-based data storage or
Processing Services.

(B) Such term does not include—

(1) industrial robotic systems permanently
wstalled in controlled manufacturing environ-
ments;

(i11) robotic systems incapable of network

connectivity; or
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(11r) assistive medical devices requlated
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.).
(2) The term “foreign adversary” means a cov-
ered nation as defined in section 4872(f)(2) of title
10, United States Code.
(3) The term “foreign adversary entity” means
an entity that—
(A) is organized under the laws of,
headquartered in, or subject to the jurisdiction of
a foreign adversary;
(B) 1is owned or controlled by the govern-
ment of a foreign adversary; or
(C) is owned or controlled by an entity that
meets any of the criteria described in subpara-
graph (4) or (B).
SEC. 164. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS TO RE-
TIRE OR DECOMMISSION CERTAIN RADAR
SYSTEMS.
(a) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in subsection
(b), none of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this
Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2027 for the
Department of Defense may be obligated or expended to re-
tire, decommassion, divest, or otherwise remove from active

operational service, any covered radar system.
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(b) EXCEPTION.—The limitation under subsection (a)
shall not apply to any individual unit of a covered radar
system that the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned determines has been damaged or degraded beyond
economical repair.
(¢) COVERED RADAR SYSTEM.—In this section, the
term “covered radar system’ means the following:
(1) The AN/SPN—43 shipboard air traffic control
and avr marshaling radar system.
(2) The AN/SPY-1 phased-array radar system
Jor the Aegis Combat System.
(3) The AN/TPQ-36 Firefinder counter-battery
radar system.
(4) The AN/TPQ-37 Firefinder counter-battery
radar system.
(5) Awrborne Station Keeping Equipment radar
systems, including the ANJAPN-245.
SEC. 165. STANDARDS FOR COMMON OPERATING SYSTEM
FOR SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense,
wm coordination with the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments, shall establish standards for a common operating

system for small unmanned aircraft systems.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The standards established under sub-

section (a) shall provide for a common operating system

Jor small unmanned avrcraft systems that—

(1) enables interoperability between small un-
manned aircraft system platforms from different ven-
dors and classes across the joint force;

(2) enables modular integration of mission ap-
plications, including by enabling the use of applica-
tions and features from multiple different vendors on
the same platform;

(3) facilitates rapid deployment of autonomy
and command and control functions;

(4) facilitates rapid deployment of autonomy
and operating capabilities in contested, degraded, and
denied environments, including capabilities enabling
operation in contested electromagnetic and degraded
positioning, navigation, and timing environments;

(5) antegrates operating software that can func-
tion on multiple hardware platforms from different
vendors;

(6) supports secure software updates and cyberse-
curity improvements;

(7) avoids vendor lock by enabling multiple ven-
dors of hardware and software to develop and field

applications and capabilities; and
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(8) establishes baseline standards for aided target

recognition capabilities.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION.

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the Secretary of Defense finalizes
the standards under subsection (a), the Secretary, in
coordination with the Secretaries of the military de-
partments, shall develop and commence implementa-
tion of a plan for equipping small unmanned aircraft
systems of the Department of Defense with a common
operating system that meets such standards.

(2) USE OF COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE SOLU-
TIONS.—In implementing the plan under paragraph
(1), the Secretary of Defense shall make use of com-
mercially available solutions to the maximum extent
practicable.

SEC. 166. MINIMUM ANNUAL PROCUREMENT GOAL FOR
ABILITYONE PROGRAM.

Beginning in fiscal year 2027, the Secretary of Defense
shall establish the goal that the total amount of funds obli-
gated for the procurement of products and services from
nonprofit concerns pursuant to chapter 85 of title 41,
Unated States Code, in a fiscal year is equal to not less

than one percent of the total amount of funds obligated for
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON F-35 JOINT STRIKE
FIGHTER TECHNICAL DATA NEEDS FOR
SUSTAINMENT.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees and to the Comptroller General of the United
States a plan to address the following recommenda-
trons made by the Government Accountability Office:

(A) Recommendation 5 in the report titled
“F-35 Sustainment: Need for Affordable Strat-
eqy, Greater Attention to Risks, and Improved
Cost Estimates” (GA—14-778).

(B) Recommendations 1 through 7 in the
report titled “F-35 Awrcraft: DOD and the Mili-
tary Services Need to Reassess the Future
Sustainment Strateqy” (GAO-253—105341).

(C) Recommendations 1 and 2 in the report
titled “F-35 Awrcraft: Actions Needed to Address
Long-Standing Risks to Operational Effective-
ness” (GAO-25-107101C).
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(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan under paragraph (1)
shall include the following:

(A) With respect to each recommendation
specified in paragraph (1) that the Secretary has
vmplemented or intends to implement—

(1) a summary of actions that have
been taken or wnll be taken to vmplement the
recommendation; and

(11) a schedule, with specific mile-
stones, for completing implementation of the
recommendation.

(B) Identification of any recommendations
specified in paragraph (1) that the Secretary
does not intend to implement, together with a
discussion of the reasons for not implementing
the recommendations and any alternative actions
taken or intended to be taken to address the mat-
ters identified by the Government Accountability
Office in connection with such recommendations.

(b) PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later than
one year after the date on which the Secretary of Defense
submaits the implementation plan under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall carry out activities to tmplement the plan

and submat to the congressional defense commattees and the

*HR 8800 RH



1

84

Jomptroller General of the United States a report on the
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(1) All eritical technical data rights require-
ments for K-35 Joint Strike Fighter sustainment, in-
cluding for both organizational-level and depot-level
sustarnment and repair.

(2) Estimated costs for acquiring identified crit-
1cal technical data rights for sustainment.

(3) The status of efforts for acquiring identified
critical technical data rights for sustainment.

(4) Any known challenges for acquiring identi-

fied critical technical data rghts for sustainment.

SEC. 168. IMPLEMENTATION OF GAO RECOMMENDATION ON

F-35 JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER USE OF CON-
TRACT INCENTIVE FEES.
(a) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall
develop and implement a plan to address rec-
ommendation 3 from the report of the Government
Accountability Office titled “F-35 Joint Strike Fight-
er: Actions Needed to Address Late Deliveries and Im-
prove Future Development” (GAO-25-107632).

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-

fense shall submit to the congressional defense com-
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mittees and to the Comptroller General of the United
States a report on the plan developed under para-
graph (1). Such report shall include—

(A4)(r) a summary of actions that have been
taken or will be taken to implement the rec-
ommendation specified in paragraph (1); and

(11) a schedule, with specific milestones, for
completing 1mplementation of the recommenda-
tion; or

(B) if the Secretary does not intend to 1m-
plement the recommendation, discussion of the
reasons and alternative actions taken or in-
tended to be taken to address the issues to which
the recommendation pertains.

Not later than one

(b) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.

year after the submittal of the plan under subsection (a),
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional
defense committees and the Comptroller General of the
Unated States a report on the status of the implementation
of the plan. Such report shall include, at a minimum—
(1) the results of a reevaluation of contract in-

centive fees for inclusion in future F135 and F-35

production contracts;
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(2) a timeframe for implementing a new incen-
twve fee structure in future F'135 and F-35 production
contracts;

(3) a plan for determining the effectiveness of a
new incentive fee structure in achieving desired pro-
duction outcomes; and

(4) an explanation of any efforts to apply a new
meentive fee structure more broadly across the F—35
contracting enterprise.

SEC. 169. STUDY ON FUEL PROCUREMENT PRACTICES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Commander of the United States
Transportation Command and the Director of the Defense
Logistics Agency, shall conduct a study on the fuel procure-
ment practices of the Department of Defense.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under subsection (a) shall
address the following:

(1) The projected amount budgeted by the De-
partment of Defense for fuel procurement and con-
sumption for fiscal year 2020, set forth separately by
military department and Defense Agency.

(2) The actual amount spent by the Department

of Defense for fuel procurement and consumption for
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fiscal year 2026, set forth separately by military de-
partment and Defense Agency.

(3) Any changes to fuel cost and fuel cost projec-
tions for fiscal year 2026 that have occurred since
February 28, 2026, including an examination of—

(A) the magnitude of such changes (ex-
pressed n total dollars and as a percentage
change from prior projections);

(B) the factors driving such changes, includ-
mg changes in market crude oil prices, changes
m the standard price of fuel established by the
Defense Logistics Agency, changes in operational
demand, and any other relevant factors;

(C) the effects of such changes on the budget
of the Department of Defense as a whole and the
budget of each military department; and

(D) the effects of such changes on the ability
of the military departments to meet readiness
standards, 1ncluding—

(1) any exercises (including joint exer-
cises with allies and partners), training, or
other operational activities that were modi-
fied, delayed, or canceled as a result of such
changes, set forth separately by Armed

Force;
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(11) any reductions in readiness ac-
counts resulting from such changes, set forth
separately by account, amount, and Armed
Force, including—

(I) operation and maintenance
accounts; and

(Il) accounts for depot mainte-
nance and spare parts; and

(1) any effects of such changes on
prepositioned fuel stocks or bulk fuel inven-

tories.

(4) Any transfers, reprogramming actions, or

other budgetary adjustments made or anticipated to

be made during the period of fiscal years 2026

through 2031 as a result of fuel cost variances.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall

submit to the congressional defense committees a report on

the results of the study conducted under subsection (a), in-

cluding the findings of the study with respect to each ele-

ment specified in subsection (b).
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TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, TEST, AND EVALUA-
TION

Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2027 for the use of the Department of Defense for
research, development, test, and evaluation, as specified in
the funding table in section 4201.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements,
Restrictions, and Limitations

SEC. 211. BUDGET REVIEW AND CERTIFICATION FOR CER-

TAIN CATEGORIES OF RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT.
Section 133a of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) wn subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (4), by striking “and” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
at the end and inserting *; and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
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“(6) wn addition to the duties described in sub-
section (c), promulgating guidance and recommended
standards on adequate levels of science and technology
spending by elements of the Department of Defense
with responsibilities associated with basic research,
applied research, and advanced technology develop-
ment (budget activities 6.1 through 6.3, respectively,
as set forth in the Department of Defense Financial
Management Regulation (DOD 7000.14-R), or any
successor budget classification) and developmental test
and evaluation that could be incorporated into budget
and planning guidance of the Department as appro-
priate.”’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
(d); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection:

“(c) BUDGET REVIEW AND CERTIFICATION.—

“(1) TRANSMITTAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller), shall require the Secretaries of the
military departments and the heads of the Defense
Agencies with responsibilities associated with basic
research, applied research, and advanced technology

development (budget activities 6.1 through 6.3, respec-
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twely, as set forth in the Department of Defense Fi-
nancial Management Regulation (DOD 7000.14-R),
or any successor budget classification) and develop-
mental test and evaluation to transmit the proposed
budget for such activities for a fiscal year and for the
period covered by the future-years defense program
submitted to Congress under section 221 of this title
Jor that fiscal year to the Under Secretary of Defense
Jor Research and Engineering for review under para-
graph (2) before submitting the proposed budget to the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

“(2) REPORT AND CERTIFICATION.—The Under

Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering
shall review each proposed budget transmatted under
paragraph (1) and, not later than January 31 of the
year preceding the fiscal year for which the budget is
proposed, shall submait to the Secretary of Defense a
report containing the comments of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Research and Engineering with
respect to all such proposed budgets, together with the
certification of the Under Secretary regarding wheth-
er each proposed budget is adequate.

“(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 15
days after the date on which the budget of the Presi-

dent for each fiscal year is submaitted to Congress pur-
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suant to section 1105(a) of title 31, the Secretary of

Defense shall submit to Congress a report specifying
each proposed budget contained in the most-recent re-
port submitted under paragraph (2) that the Under
Secretary of Defense for Research Engineering did not
certify to be adequate. The report of the Secretary
shall inelude the following matters:

“tA) A discussion of the actions that the
Secretary proposes to take, together with any rec-
ommended legislation that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate, to address the inadequacy of
the proposed budgets specified in the report.

“(B) Any additional comments that the
Secretary considers appropriate regarding the
madequacy of the proposed budgets.”.

SEC. 212. DEPUTY DIRECTORS OF OPERATIONAL TEST AND
EVALUATION.
Section 139 of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s amend-
ed—
(1) by redesignating subsection (1) as subsection
(m); and
(2) by inserting after subsection (k) the following
new subsection (1):
“(1) The Director shall have a sufficient number of

Deputy Directors to supervise the activities of the Office and

*HR 8800 RH



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG N NG I NG B N e T e e T e T e e T
N A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

93

to carry out the duties and responsibilities prescribed by
law. Each such Deputy Director shall be a appointed from
the Senior Executive Service.”.
SEC. 213. REPEAL OF PILOT AUTHORITY FOR USE OF
OTHER TRANSACTIONS FOR INSTALLATION
OR FACILITY PROTOTYPING.
Section 4022 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by striking subsection (1).
SEC. 214. MODIFICATIONS TO RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
DEFENSE INNOVATION UNIT.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4127(d) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (11) as para-
graph (12); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(11) Coordinate with the portfolio acquisition
executives of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Jorps, and Space Force to—

“(A) identify priority acquisition problems
and capability needs and gaps;

“(B) identify platforms, capabilities, and
solutions developed by entities working with the

Unit that have the potential to address the pri-

ority acquisition problems and capability needs
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and gaps identified under subparagraph (A);
and
“(C) assist such portfolio acquisition execu-
twes i establishing and carrying out programs
Jor the acquisition of such platforms, capabili-
ties, and solutions.”.

(b) CLARIFYING AMENDMENT TO BOOST PROGRAM.—
Section 1833 of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119-60; 10 U.S.C. 3453
note) is amended by striking “commercial” each place it
appears.

SEC. 215. TEST AND EVALUATION REPOSITORY AND RE-
GIONAL TEST HUBS OF THE TEST RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT CENTER.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 4173 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)(1) by adding at the end the

Jollowing new subparagraph:

“(G) To carry out the activities described in sub-

sections (j) and (k).”;

(2) by redesignating subsection (j) as subection

();

(3) by wnserting after subsection (v) the following

new subsections:
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“()) REPOSITORY OF TEST AND EVALUATION FACILI-
TIES.—(1) The Director shall establish and maintain a dig-
wtal repository that identifies and provides relevant infor-
mation on all testing and evaluation facilities in the United
States that could be made available for use by the Depanrt-
ment of Defense and qualified partners for the testing and
evaluation of weapon systems and innovative technologies.

“(2) The repository established under paragraph (1)
shall—

“(A) identify all testing and evaluation facilities
that meet the criteria specified in paragraph (1), in-
cluding—

“(1) facilities owned or operated by the Fed-
eral Government, including—

“(1) facilities in the Major Range and
Test Facility Base;

“(11) facilities not included 1in the
Major Range and Test Facility Base; and

“(I1I) National Guard facilities; and
“(11) facilities owned or operated by—

“(I) State or local governments;

“(II) academic institutions;

“(I11) nonprofit organizations; or

“(IV) for-profit entities; and
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“(B) with respect to each testing and evaluation
Jacility identified in the repository, provide—

“(1) a description of the facility, including

a description of the capabilities and instrumen-

tation available at the facility;

“(11) points of contact for scheduling range
tvme at the facility; and

“(1i1) such other information as the Direc-
tor determines appropriate.

“(3) The Director shall update the repository
under paragraph (1) not less frequently than annu-
ally.

“(4) The Director shall make the repository es-
tablished under paragraph (1) accessible to such ele-
ments of the Department of Defense and qualified
partners as the Director determines appropriate.

“(k) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH REGIONAL TEST AND
EvarLvaTiON HUBS.—(1) The Director may establish and
maintain regional test and evaluation hubs at locations
within and outside the United States for purposes of facili-
tating or conducting test and evaluation activities.

“(2) In the event the Director exercises the authority
to establish and maintarn regional test and evaluation hubs
under paragraph (1), the Director shall develop a strategy

and criteria for the selection of locations for such hubs,
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which shall mclude consideration of whether the geographic
region served by the hub provides an environment conducive
to the simulation of realistic threats and environmental

conditions.”’; and

(4) in subsection (1), as so redesignated—

(A) i the subsection heading, by striking
“DEFINITION” and inserting “DEFINITIONS”;

(B) by striking “In this section, the term”
and inserting “In this section:
“(1) The term”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) The term ‘qualified partner’ means an enti-

ty that the Director determines—

“(A) 1s engaged in the development of capa-
Dilities for the Department of Defense, such as a
contractor, academac institution, or other private
sector organization; and

“(B) is qualified to conduct test and evalua-
tion actwities at a facility  deseribed in  sub-
section (j) or a regional test and evaluation hub

described wn subsection (k).”.

(b) DEADLINE.—The Director of the Test Resource

24 Management Center shall establish the repository required

25 wunder section 4173(j) of title 10, Unated States Code (as
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1 added by subsection (a) of this section), by not later than

2 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.

3 SEC. 216. WEAPON SYSTEM PLATFORM MODERNIZATION
4 AND CYBER HARDENING.

5 Section 228 of the National Defense Authorization Act
6 for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119—-60; 139 Statl. 786;

7 10 U.S.C. 4001 note) 1s amended—

8 (1) in subsection (b), by inserting after para-
9 graph (2) the following new paragraph:

10 “(3) The Secretary shall, not later than two
11 years after the date of the enactment of this Act, select
12 not fewer than three additional weapon system plat-
13 Jorms for participation in the demonstration.”;

14 (2) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
15 (d), and in such subsection—

16 (A) wn paragraph (1)—

17 (1) by inserting after “2027,” the fol-
18 lowing: “and again on January 1, 2028,
19 and January 1, 2029,”; and

20 (ir) by striking “with respect to the
21 demonstration conducted pursuant to sub-
22 section (a)” and inserting “with respect to
23 the activities carried out under subsections
24 (a), (b), and (c)”;
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(B) in each of paragraphs (2) and (3), by
striking “The report” and inserting “Each re-
port”; and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (B)
as subparagraph (C); and
(i1) by inserting after subparagraph

(B) the following new subparagraph:

“(B) The results of the evaluation carried
out under subsection (c¢)(1) and any pilot efforts
carried out under subsection (¢)(2).”;

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection:

“(c) OPERATIONAL INTEGRATION.—The Secretary of
Defense shall—

“(1) evaluate opportunities to integrate data col-
lected and analyzed from the demonstration into com-
mand and control, logistics, sustainment, and main-
tenance systems of the Department of Defense,
prioritizing systems with the greatest operational
value; and

“(2) conduct pilot efforts to integrate the moni-
toring capabilities included wn the demonstration into
the platforms included wn the demonstration, as ap-

propriate.”; and
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(4) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“le) DURATION OF AUTHORITY.—The authority pro-
vided under this section shall remain in effect until Sep-
tember 30, 2028.”.

SEC. 217. REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE TO ACT THROUGH A SPECIFIED OF-
FICIAL FOR NATO INNOVATION PROGRAM.

(a) REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT TO ACT THROUGH
SPECIFIED OFFICIAL—Subsections (a) and (b) of section
222 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 137 Stat. 189) are amend-

ed by striking “, acting through the Under Secretary of De-

fense for Research and Engineering,” each place it appears.

(b) REPEAL OF EXECUTED REQUIREMENT.—Such sec-
tron s further amended—
(1) by striking subsection (c); and
(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) as
subsections (¢) and (d), respectively.
SEC. 218. MODIFICATION TO TEST PROGRAM FOR ENGI-
NEERING PLANT OF CERTAIN VESSELS.

Section 221 of the National Defense Authorization Act

Jor Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1599)

1s amended—
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(1) in the section heading, by inserting “AND

OTHER LARGE SURFACE COMBATANT” Dbefore
“VESSELS”;

(2) in subsection (a), by inserting “or any subse-
quent class of large surface combatant wvessels” after
“destroyer class of vessels”;

(3) in subsection (b), by striking “Senior Tech-
nical Authority for the DDG(X) destroyer class of ves-
sels” and inserting “Senior Technical Authority for
the class of wvessels involved (as designated pursuant
to section 8669b of title 10, United States Code)”;

(4) in  subsection (d), by striking “for the
DDG(X) destroyer class of vessels” and inserting ‘‘for
the class of vessels involved™;

(5) wn subsection (e), by striking “by not later
than the delivery date of the lead ship in the DDG(X)
destroyer class of vessels” and inserting ‘‘for a class
of vessels by not later than the delivery date of the
lead ship in that class of vessels”; and

(6) by amending subsection (f) to read as follows:

“(f) DELIVERY DATE DEFINED.—In this section, term

22 ‘delwery date’ has the meaning given that term in section

23 8671 of title 10, Unated States Code.”.
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SEC. 219. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY

COOPERATION INITIATIVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
designate an executive agent, as such term s defined in De-
partment of Defense Directive 5101.01 (relating to DoD Ex-
ecutive Agent, issued February 7, 2022), responsible for syn-
chronizing cooperative efforts between the United States and
Israel, to expand and accelerate bilateral defense technology
research, development, testing, evaluation, integration, and
wmdustrial cooperation, by—

(1) identifying jointly developed or Israeli-origin
technologies with operational wtility for potential in-
tegration into United States systems and programs of
record;

(2) ensuring collaborative research initiatives in-
volving government, private sector, and academic in-
stitutions in the Unated States and Israel, is done in
a manner that protects sensitive technology and infor-
mation and the national security interests of the
Unated States and Israel;

(3) facilitating the transition of technologies
Jrom research and development into procurement and
acquisition pathways;

(4) establishing frameworks for joint ventures, li-

censing agreements, and United States-based co-pro-
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duction or manufacturing partnerships with Israeli
mndustry;

(5) coordinating with relevant Department of
Defense components, including the Irreqular Warfare
Technical Support Directorate, capability develop-
ment and innovation divisions, the Under Secretary
of Defense for Research and Engineering, the Defense
Innovation Unat, the United States-Israel Operations
Technology Working Group, the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency, the Missile Defense Agency,
the United States Space Command, the military de-
partments, and other Department of Defense entities,
as appropriate, to align efforts and avoid duplication;
and

(6) promoting joint training exercises and infor-
mation-sharing mechanisms to enhance operational
readiness to deploy jointly developed technologies.

(b) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS.—The synchronized coop-

erative efforts under subsection (a) may be carried out

through the following domains:

(1) Counter-Unmanned Systems including aer-
wal, maritvme, and ground platforms.
(2) Anti-tunneling and subterranean threats.

(3) Missile and air defense technologies.
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(4) Artificial antelligence, quantum, machine
learning, and autonomous systems.

(5) Directed energy and advanced sensing.

(6) Cyber defense, electronic warfare, and digital
resilience.

(7) Biotechnology, biomanufacturing, and med-
weal defense.

(8) Network integration, data fusion, and con-
tested logistics.

(9) Defense industrial base cooperation, manu-

Jacturing, and co-production.

(10) Other emerging technologies as jointly
agreed by the United States and Israel.

(¢c) AcTIvITIES IN COORDINATION WITH OTHER FED-
ERAL DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—The Secretary of De-
Jfense shall coordinate activities, as appropriate, with the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Commerce, and the
heads of other relevant Federal departments and agencies,
to ensure consistency with existing laws and regulations.

(d) INTERIM PROGRESS UPDATE.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall provide to the congressional defense commit-
tees an interim briefing on—

(1) the executive agent designated pursuant to

subsection (a) and the efforts undertaken by such exec-
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utive agent to lead Department of Defense implemen-

tation of the synchronized cooperative efforts described

i such subsection;

(2) the status of coordination, Department-wide,
with Israeli counterparts;

(3) watial technology areas identified for acceler-
ated cooperation and technologies with operational
utility for integration into United States systems and
programs of record; and

(4) any early transition, prototyping, or integra-
tion activities inatiated during the period covered by
the update.

(¢) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter until
2030, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
stonal defense commattees a report on implementation of the
cooperative efforts described in subsection (a). Each such
report shall include—

(1) a description of activities conducted,;

(2) an assessment of progress made in advancing
shared national security interests;

(3) an assessment of collaboration with other rel-

evant Federal programs;
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(4) a description of technologies transitioned into

United States acquisition programs or fielded sys-

tems;

(5) a description of partnerships established with

United States and Israeli industry; and

(6) recommendations for future opportunities to
promote the long-term integration of joint capabilities
between the United States and Israel.

(f) Form.—LEach report required under subsection (e)
shall be submaitted i unclassified form and may include
a classified annex.

(9) PUBLIC TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary of Defense
shall make available on a publicly accessible website of the
Department of Defense periodic, unclassified updates, to the
maximum extent practicable, on the synchronized coopera-
tie efforts carried out under subsection (a), including a
description of how these efforts contribute to United States
technological and military supremacy. Such updates shall
be made 1 a manner that ensures that classified informa-
tion or other information that would compromise oper-
ational security, export controls, or sensitive technology are

not released.
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RONMENT TO SUPPORT INDO-PACIFIC OPER-
ATIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Commander of the United
States Indo-Pacific Command, shall establish a synthetic
training environment that meets the requirements of sub-

section (b) to support operations in the Indo-Pacific Re-

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The synthetic training environ-

ment established under subsection (a) shall—

(1) wncorporate live, virtual, and constructive
elements;

(2) integrate training, testing, and simulation
capabilities across the area of responsibility of the
Unated States Indo-Pacific Command;

(3) provide integrated synthetic training and
massion rehearsal capabilities across all warfighting
domains, including land, maritime, air, space, cyber-
space, and the electromagnetic spectrum;

(4) integrate and synchronize, to the maximum
extent practicable, existing training, experimentation,

and stmulation capabilities of the Department of De-

fense;
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(5) enable distributed training of joint and com-
bined forces;

(6) support rehearsal of operational plans and
CriSLS YeSPONSe;

(7) enable experimentation for emerging capa-
Dilaties;

(8) be scalable to support additional combatant
command requirements as directed by the Secretary of
Defense; and

(9) be accessible to allies and partners of the
United States, consistent with applicable law and se-
curity requirements.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Before establishing the

training environment under subsection (a), but not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submait to the congressional

defense commattees a report that includes—

(1) an explanation of how the Secretary intends
to implement the synthetic training environment re-
quired under subsection (a);

(2) a cost estimate for the training environment;

(3) a plan for making the training environment
accessible to allies and partners of the United States;

and
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(4) an assessment of the potential effects of the
traiming environment on readiness.
SEC. 221. REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH TEST AND TRAIN-
ING CORRIDORS FOR SMALL UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS AND ASSOCIATED CAPABILI-
TIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall es-
tablish or designate, and operate, one or more test and
traiming corridors for small unmanned aircraft systems,
counter-unmanned avrcraft system platforms, and associ-
ated capabilities within the national airspace system.

(b) FACILITIES.—The Secretary of Defense may con-
struct new facilities, or use existing facilities available to
the Department of Defense, to support one or more test and
training corridors established or designated under sub-
section (a) that collectively address each of the functions de-
sceribed i subsection (c).

(¢) FUNCTIONS.—The Secretary of Defense shall ensure
that any test and traiming corridor established or des-
wnated under subsection (a) enables the research, develop-
ment, testing, and evaluation of, and training for members
of the Armed Forces on—

(1) small unmanned aircraft systems and associ-

ated autonomy software, kinetic and nonkinetic pay-
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loads, sensors, communications, and navigation tech-
nology;

(2) kinetic and mnonkinetic counter small-un-
manned avrcraft system capabilities, including high
power microwave, high enerqgy laser, and electronic
warfare capabilities, and any requisite autonomy
software, sensors, and command and control capabili-
ties;

(3) small to medium caliber counter unmanned
arvreraft systems ammunition and weapon systems,
low collateral damage weapons and munitions, and
drone-versus-drone capabilities;

(4) the acceleration of the integration of modular
payloads onto multiple unmanned aircraft systems
and counter unmanned aircraft systems and plat-
Jorms;

(5) the reduction in time-to-field for lethal and
non-lethal drone-enabled munitions and munition
payload capabilities; and

(6) standardization of payload-to-platform inter-
fuaces.

(d) SITE SELECTION.

In establishing or designating

23 one or more test and training corridors under subsection

24 (a), the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Di-
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1 rector of the Test Resource Management Center and the Sec-

2 retaries of the military departments, shall—

3
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(1) identify potential locations within the na-
tional avrspace system that would be conducive to
conducting testing, evaluation, and traiming activities
with respect to small unmanned aivreraft systems and
counter-small unmanned avreraft capabilities, with
prioritization of sites that best support the test and
training corridor functions described in subsection
(¢);

(2) assess whether existing test and evaluation
Jacilitves, including Government-owned and non-Gov-
ernment owned facilities, could be used to meet cur-
rent and future requirements with respect to such
testing, evaluation and training;

(3) identify any additional resources required to
establish or designate, and operate the corridor, in-
cluding malitary construction costs and personnel and
manning costs;

(4) vdentify any sensors and capabilities needed
to adequately sivmulate operationally realistic envi-
ronments in the corridor, wncluding environments
with denied or degraded—

(A) communications;

(B) electromagnetic spectrum; and
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(C) global positioning system;

(5) identify any interagency, legal, requlatory,
or policy impediments to carrying out testing, evalua-
tion, and traming activities with respect to small un-
manned —aivrcraft  systems and counter-small un-
manmned aircraft capabilities within the national air-
space system, including any impediments to the use
of—

(A) electronic warfare;

(B) directed energy (such as high-powered
microwave and high energy lasers);

(C) GPS jamming and spoofing;

(D) spectrum enabled and cellular-network
enabled systems and capabilities; and

(E) other relevant capabilities;

(6) consult with interagency partners to develop
recommendations for—

(A) addressing any impediments identified
under paragraph (4); and
(B) ensuring the safety of testing and train-

g actiwvities conducted in the national airspace

system; and

(7) consider diverse geographic regions across the

Unated States.
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(e) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90
days after establishing or designating a test and training
corridor under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the congressional defense commattees a written no-
tification that describes—

(1) the location of the corridor;

(2) any funding, personnel, or other resources re-
quired to support the corridor; and

(3) any agreements with other Federal agencies
that may be required to safely operate the corridor in
the national avrspace system.

SEC. 222. OPERATIONAL AUTONOMY REQUIREMENTS FOR
UNMANNED SURFACE VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy
shall take such actions as may be necessary, including
modification of research and development and acquisition
procedures as appropriate, to ensure that unmanned surface
vessels are capable of autonomous operation—

(1) during periods in which communications ca-
pabilities are denied, degraded, intermittent, or lim-
wted; and

(2) during periods in which positioning, naviga-
tion, and timing capabilities are degraded or un-

avarlable.
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(b) BRIEFING.—Following 1mplementation of the ac-
trons required under subsection (a), but not later than 270
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall provide to the congressional defense
commaittees a briefing on such actions. The briefing shall
mclude an explanation of each of the following:

(1) The ability of unmanned surface wvessels to
execute preauthorized massion tasks without contin-
uous human control.

(2) The ability of such vessels to adhere to de-
Jined autonomy behaviors, decision logic, and safety
constraints governing mission execution.

(3) The ability of such vessels to adapt, recover,
retask, or terminate wmassions in accordance with
preestablished operational parameters when commu-
nications or positioning, navigation, and timing are
degraded or unavailable.

(¢) UNMANNED SURFACE VESSELS.—In this section,
the term “unmanned surface vessels” includes—

(1) unmanned surface vessels in use by the Navy
or Marine Corps; and

(2) unmanned surface vessels planned for devel-
opment or procurement for the Navy or Marine

Corps.
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1 SEC. 223. REALIGNMENT OF THE NATIONAL STRATEGIC RE-

SEARCH INSTITUTE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE AIR FORCE.

(a) TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY.—Not later than

2

3

4

5 two years after the date of the enactment this Act, the Under
6 Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering shall—
7 (1) designate the Air Force as the primary spon-
8 sor of the National Strategic Research Institute Uni-
9

versity Affiliated Research Center (referred to in this

10 section as the “Center”); and

11 (2) coordinate with the Secretary of the Air
12 Force and the Commander of the United States Stra-
13 tegic Command to ensure that the Center receives the
14 Junding and other resources necessary to meet the ap-
15 plicable requirements of the UARC Management Plan
16 Jollowing such designation.

17 (b) RESOURCING PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after

18 the date on which the designation under subsection (a)(1)
19 occurs, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the
20 congressional defense commaittees a plan for providing fund-
21 ing and other resources to the Center in accordance with

22 subsection (a)(2).

23 (¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
24 (1) The term “prime sponsor” has the meaning
25 given that term in the UARC Management Plan.
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(2) The term “UARC Management Plan™ means

the publication of the Department of Defense titled

“Department of Defense Unaversity Affiliated Re-

search Center (UARC) Management Plan”, dated

July 2010 (or any successor to such plan).

SEC. 224. REIMBURSEMENT OF NATIONAL GUARD FOR RE-
SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUA-
TION EXPENSES.

(a) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts authorized to be appro-
priated after the date of the enactment of this Act for the
Department of Defense for research, development, test, and
evaluation shall be available for reimbursement of pay, al-
lowances, and other expenses which would otherwise be in-
curred against appropriations for the reserve components
of the Armed Forces, including the National Guard, in cases
m which members of the such reserve components provide
support to research, development, test, and evaluation
projects in which thewr involvement furthers the project be-
cause of a member’s or unit’s availability, qualifications,
experience, or education.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed—

(1) to authorize a deviation from established per-

sonnel and traiming procedures of the reserve compo-
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1 nents of the Armed Forces, including the National
2 Guard; or
3 (2) to authorize the direct engagement of mem-
4 bers or units of such components to conduct inde-
5 pendent research, development, test, and evaluation
6 projects.
7 SEC. 225. USE OF INNOVATIVE AND EMERGING FOOD PRO-
8 DUCTION TECHNOLOGIES FOR COMPONENTS
9 OF MILITARY RATIONS.
10 (a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1s the sense of Congress
11 that requirements for the future battlefield include dealing

12 with contested logistics that—

13 (1) cannot be achieved with the size and weight
14 of currently fielded rations; and

15 (2) could be mitigated by incorporating within
16 rations, components produced with emerging and in-
17 novatwe technologies developed in partnership with
18 the Department of Defense Combat Feeding Research
19 and Engineering Program.

20 (b) AcrviTiES REQUIRED.—Subject to the avail-

21 ability of appropriations for such purpose, the Secretary
22 of Defense shall carry out the following activities with re-
23 spect to military rations:

24 (1) The Secretary shall seek to enter into one or

25 more contracts for the procurement of rations pro-
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duced using emerging food technologies such as sonic
agglomeration and vacuwm microwave drying to re-
duce size and weight.

(2) The Secretary shall maximize the use of the
technologies described in paragraph (1) for individual
combat ration components to ensure successful tech-
nology transition from small business innovation re-
search and research, development, test, and evalua-
tion.

(3) As operational needs allow, the Secretary
shall prioritize clean-label, nutrient-dense components
that do not contain unhealthy fats or artificial pre-
servatives.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 120 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense commit-

tees a report that includes the following:

(1) A description of any emerging and innova-
twe food processing technologies that have been devel-
oped or are being developed using research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation investments of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(2) The total amount of Department of Defense
nvestments in the development of sonic agglomeration

and vacuum microwave drying technology for mili-
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1 tary rations, disaggregated by research, development,
2 test, and evaluation budget actiwity, including small
3 business innovation research.

4 (3) The results of warfighter field testing of po-
5 tential ration components produced with the tech-
6 nologies described in paragraph (2).

7 (4) An explanation of quantitative and quali-
8 tative logistical and nutritional benefits of ration
9 components produced using such technologies.

10 (5) A description of any procurement processes
11 Jor military rations that may be barriers to the ac-
12 quisition of components produced with new and
13 emerging food processing technologies.

14 (6) A description of any activities carried out to
15 advance the transition and adoption of such tech-
16 nologies to better meet the challenges of military oper-
17 ations i a contested logistics environment.

18 SEC. 226. SUPPORT FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES THAT
19 STRENGTHEN UNITED STATES AGRICUL-
20 TURAL PRODUCTION, AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS,
21 AND ASSOCIATED BIOINDUSTRIAL MANUFAC-
22 TURING CAPACITY.
23 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of Defense for

24 Research and Engineering, in coordination with the Sec-

25 vretary of Agriculture, may carry out activities to support
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the development, testing, validation, demonstration, and
transition of advanced technologies that strengthen the resil-
rence, security, and operational continuity of United States
agricultural production, agrifood systems, and associated
bioindustrial -manufacturing capacity against biological
threats, supply chain disruptions, natural disasters, and
other risks to national security, including technologies re-
lating to—

(1) agricultural biosecurity, including detection,
prevention, mitigation, and recovery relating to plant
disease, lLwestock disease, imvasive species, and other
biological threats;

(2) advanced plant, animal, microbial, and bio-
mdustrial technologies supporting defense readiness,
domestic manufacturing capacity, and supply chain
security;

(3) engineering, automation, artificial intel-
ligence, autonomous systems, and data systems sup-
porting agricultural production, logistics, and oper-
ational resilience;

(4) natural resource management technologies re-
lating to water, energy, soil, forests, and food systems
that reduce scarcity risks and enhance civilian and

malitary resilience; and
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(5) wildfire prediction, prevention, matigation,
response, and recovery technologies relevant to agri-
cultural productivity, infrastructure resilience, and
military readiness.

(b) AcTviTIES.—The activities carried out under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) nteragency collaboration to accelerate re-
search, development, testing, evaluation, field valida-
tion, demonstration, deployment, and transition of
technologies described in subsection (a);

(2) collaboration with Federal agencies, federally
Junded research and development centers, national
laboratories, institutions of hagher education, non-
profit organizations, and private sector entities; and

(3) prioritization, to the extent practicable, of
projects demonstrating clear potential to enhance food
security, operational readiness, domestic production
resilience, or defense supply chain security.

(¢) REPORTING.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering, in coordination with
the Secretary of Agriculture, shall submit to the congres-
stonal defense commaittees an vmplementation plan for ac-

tivities to be carried out under this section.

*HR 8800 RH



122

(d) RuLE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section

shall be construed to limit authorities of the Department

of Defense or the Department of Agriculture that—

SEC.

(1) were in effect on the day before the date of
the enactment of this Act; and

(2) authorize or require conduct or support of re-
search, development, testing, evaluation, or oper-
ational activities.

227. PRIZE COMPETITIONS TO SUPPORT THE RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF BIO-
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the authority
provided under section 4025 of title 10, Unated States
Jode, the Secretary of Defense shall carry out a pro-
gram (referred to in this section as the “Program”)
to award prizes to support the research, development,
and commercialization of biotechnology-based capa-
Dilities that address priority areas identified by the
Secretary under subsection (b).

(2) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary

shall—
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(A) before commencing prize competitions
under the Program, establish requirements for
the prize competition process, imcluding—
(1) eligibility criteria for participants
consistent with paragraph (3); and
(11) procedures for the testing, judging,
and verification of submaissions to the com-
petitions; and
(B) ensure that information on the prize
compelitions 1s made available to eligible par-
ticipants, including by conducting outreach and
posting such information to a publicly accessible
website of the Department of Defense.

(3) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—To be eligible for
a prize award under the Program, an individual or
entity shall meet the requirements described in section
24(g)(3) of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S8.C. 3719(g)(3)).

(4) JUDGES.—In accordance with section 24(k)
of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719(k)), an individual from the
private sector may be appointed as a judge for a
prize competition under the Program.

(5) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of Defense

shall carry out the Program acting through the head
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of the Biotechnology Management Office of the De-

partment of Defense and in consultation with the Sec-
retaries of the military departments and relevant offi-
cials from laboratories of the Armed Forces and other
appropriate elements of the Department of Defense.

(6) DEADLINE.—The Secretary of Defense shall
commence implementation of the Program not later
than one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) SELECTION OF PRIORITY AREAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—DBefore commencing prize
competitions under the Program, but not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall identify and select spe-
cific, well-defined, and measurable priority areas of
biotechnology research and development to be ad-
vanced through the award of prizes under the Pro-
gram.

(2) BIOTECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1), the Secretary is encouraged
to identify and select priovity areas that support the
Jollowing applications of biotechnology for defense
PUrposes:

(A) Bioenergetics.
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1 (B) Biobased material, including for use in
2 existing and planned systems where such mate-
3 rials could provide vmproved performance over
4 traditional material.

5 (C) Biomining, including for critical min-
6 erals.

7 (D) Biomanufacturing platforms and proc-
8 esses, including for modular or deployable sys-
9 tems.

10 (E) Biotechnology convergence with other
11 technologies and subject areas, including artifi-
12 cial ntelligence, advanced manufacturing, and
13 advanced computing.

14 (3) PUBLIC INPUT AND OTHER CONSIDER-
15 ATIONS.—In identifying and selecting priorvity areas
16 under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

17 (A) solicit and consider public input; and
18 (B) consider—

19 (1) relevant existing and planned pro-
20 grams and actwities of Department of De-
21 fense and other research and development
22 entities of the Federal Government;
23 (11) the lLikelihood of relevant research
24 or development being conducted by the pri-
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vate sector without further support from the
Federal Government;

(111) the likelihood that investment in
an area by the Department of Defense will
result in improved capabilities or readiness,
mcluding by increasing supply chain resil-
rence; and

(1) whether such an investment would
Joster innovation beyond the primary goal
of the proposed priority area.

SEC. 228. PILOT PROGRAM TO RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY AND PRO-
TOTYPE DEVELOPMENT.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Director of the Defense In-
novation Unit (referred to in this section as the Director)
shall carry out a pilot program under which the Director
awards prizes, on a competitive basis, to recognize out-
standing achievements in technology development and pro-

totype development that

(1) have the potential to address operational
problems and capability gaps identified by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretaries of the military de-

partments, and combatant commanders; or
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(2) have potential for application to the perform-
ance of the military massions of the Department of
Defense.

(b) FOrRM OF PRIZES.—Prizes awarded under this sec-

tion may include—

(1) cash prizes; or
(2) the award of contracts or other agreements.

(¢) INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.—The Director shall

carry out activities to publicize the prize competitions car-
ried out under this section and to solicit participation in

such competitions from eligible individuals and entities.

(d) PRIZE MAXIMUM AND COINVESTMENT REQUIRE-

MENTS.—

(1) MAXIMUM VALUE.—The wvalue of a prize
awarded —under this section may not exceed
$15,000,000.

(2) COINVESTMENT.—The Director may award a
prize under this section without recewving approval
from the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering 1f—

(A) the value of the prize is not more than
$2.000,000; or

(B) in the case of a prize with a value ex-
ceeding $2,000,000, at least half of the funds for

the portion of the prize in excess of $2,000,000
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are provided by the portfolio acquisition execu-
twe of an organization of the Department of De-
fense outside the Defense Innovation Unat.

(e) USE OF PRrIZE AUTHORITY.—Use of prize author-

S aty under this section shall be considered the use of competi-

6 tive procedures for the purposes of chapter 221 of title 10,

7 Unated States Code.

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(f) COMMENCEMENT AND TERMINATION.—

(1) DEADLINE FOR COMMENCEMENT—The Di-
rector shall commence implementation of the pilot
program under subsection (a) not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under subsection (a) shall termi-
nate on the date that is three years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(9) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days after
a contract or other agreement that exceeds a fair mar-
ket value of $2,000,000 is awarded under this section,
the Director shall submit to the congressional defense
committees written notice of such award.

(2) CONTENTS.—FEach notice submatted wunder

paragraph (1) shall include—

*HR 8800 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

e T e N S S T = T
o N O W»n kA W NN = O

19

129

(A4) the wvalue of the relevant contract or
other agreement, as applicable, including all op-
tions;

(B) an identification of any portfolio acqui-
sition executive responsible for implementation
or oversight of technology development or proto-
type development (as applicable) for which an
award was made under this section, and a brief
summanry of lessons learned by such portfolio ac-
quisittion executive i carrying out such imple-
mentation or oversight;

(C) a brief description of the technology de-
velopment or prototype for which such contract
or other agreement, as applicable, was awarded;
and

(D) an explanation of the benefit to the per-

Jormance of the military mission of the Depart-

ment of Defense resulting from the award.

(h) PORTFOLIO ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE DEFINED.—

20 In this section, the term “portfolio acquisition executive”

21 has the meaning given that term in section 1737 of title

22 10, Unated States Code.
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MANUFACTURING CAPABILITIES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Under Secretary of Defense

Jor Research and Engineering, in coordination with the

Secretary of the Army, may carry out a pilot program—

(1) to identify near-term and long-term use cases

Jor forward deployable mobile biomanufacturing ca-

pabilities; and
(2) to conduct demonstrations of such capabili-
ties.

(b) ActviTIES.—In carrying out the pilot program

under subsection (a), the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-

search and Engineering may—

(1) consider the use of novel manufacturing proc-
esses  and  equipment,  including  automation,
modularity, and miniaturization of production capa-
Dilaties;

(2) collaborate with industry to develop forward
deployable mobile biomanufacturing capabilities; and

(3) consider the security measures required for
such capabilities when forward deployed.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

23 of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense

24 for Research and Engineering shall submit to the congres-

25 siwonal defense committees a report on the status of the pilot

26 program under subsection (a). The report shall include—
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(1) an assessment of existing Department of De-
Jfense capabilities related to biomanufacturing and an
explanation of whether and how those capabilities
may be used as part of the pilot program;

(2) identification of near-term and long-term use
cases for the deployment of mobile biomanufacturing;

(3) for each use case vdentified under paragraph
(2), a comparison of the estimated cost of fulfilling
such use case through domestic biomanufacturing at
an ndustrial scale versus the cost of fulfilling such
use case using mobile biomanufacturing at the minia-
turized scale;

(4) an assessment of security measures required
to deploy forward deployable mobile biomanufac-
turing capabilities; and

(5) an assessment of the wviability of
transitioning technology developed under the pilot
program into operational use within the Department,
mcluding the resources needed for further development
and scaling of such technology and the potential bene-

fits of such technology.
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SEC. 230. PILOT PROGRAM ON THE USE OF AUTOMATED

DATA SECURITY POSTURE MANAGEMENT
TECHNOLOGIES FOR ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE SYSTEMS.

(a) ESTABLSIHIMENT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Army shall establish and commence vmplementation of a
pilot program to evaluate the use of commercially available
automated data security posture management technologies
to enhance the cybersecurity, effectiveness, and reliability
of artificial intelligence systems.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In carrying out pilot program under
subsection (a) the Secretary of the Army shall—

(1) dentify, select, and deploy at least one com-
mercially available data security posture management
technology platform that 1s capable of continuous,
automated monitoring and assessment of artificial in-
telligence systems for security threats specific to such
systems;

(2) designate at least one artificial intelligence
system currently deployed by the Army to dem-
onstrate the data security posture managed technology
platform selected under paragraph (1);

(3) complete the demonstration described in

paragraph (2);

*HR 8800 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

O TN NG T N T NG I NG I N0 R N e T e e T e T e T e T
[ T NG O N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) TR “S O B NO S e

133

(4) train relevant personnel on the deployment,
maintenance, and data interpretation of the dem-
onstrated data security posture management tech-
nology platform;

(5) evaluate the demonstrated data security pos-
ture management technologies—

(A) across the different tasks involved in de-
velopment, deployment, storage, or hosting of
components of such artificial intelligence system;

(B) to determine the ability of such tech-
nologies to awdentify, mitigate and restore any
corruption or malicious manipulation of the ap-
plications or data of such artificial intelligence
system; and

(C) for compatibility and ease of adoption
wmto the value chains of existing artificial intel-
ligence systems of the Army;

(6) assess the feasibility of broader deployment of
commercially available automated data security pos-
ture management technologies to improve the trust-
worthiness, resilience and integrity of artificial intel-
ligence systems maintained by the Army.

(¢) REPORTS.—
(1) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 120

days after the date on which the Secretary of the
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Army commences the pilot program under subsection
(a), and annually thereafter until the termination
date specified un subsection (d), the Secretary of the
Army shall submit to the Commattees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the status of implementation and prelimi-
nary findings of the pilot program, including with re-
spect to each element described in subsection (b).

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the termination date specified in subsection (d),
the Secretary of the Army shall submait to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a final report on the results
of the pilot program. The report shall include—

(A) any recommendations of the Secretary
with respect to the broader implementation com-
mercially available automated data security pos-
ture management technologies to support artifi-
cial intelligence systems of the Army; and

(B) an assessment of the costs and benefits
of such technologies.

(d) TERMINATION.—The pilot program under sub-

23 section (a) shall terminate on the date that is three years

24 after the date on which the Secretary of the Army com-

25 mences the pilot program.
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SEC. 231. PILOT PROGRAM ON TECHNOLOGIES TO

STRENGTHEN AUTHENTICATION AND ATTRI-
BUTION OF HUMAN AUTHORIZATION FOR
CONSEQUENTIAL ACTIONS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Defense may carry out a pilot program to evaluate commer-
cially available technologies that strengthen authentication
and attribution of hwman authorization for consequential
actions wn order to improve the cybersecurity and physical
security posture of the Department of Defense.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—Under the pilot program, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall evaluate technologies that—

(1) stremngthen access controls for systems and
physical areas of the Department of Defense; and

(2) can be integrated across various environ-
ments of the Department without requiring special-
1zed hardware.

(¢) COMENCEMENT AND DURATION.—If the Secretary
of Defense exercises the authority to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a), the program shall—

(1) commence not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act; and
(2) terminate not later than one year after the

date on whaich the program 1s commenced.
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(d) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2028, the Sec-

retary of Defense shall submait to the congressional defense
committees a report that includes—
(1) a summary of the results of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a); and
(2) recommendations regarding adoption the
technologies evaluated under the program at a wider
scale across the Department of Defense.
SEC. 232. CLOUD LABORATORY PILOT PROGRAM.
(a) CLOUD LABORATORY PILOT PROGRAM.—
(1) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall carry out a pilot program to support the
establishment of cloud laboratories at the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—FEach cloud labora-
tory supported under the pilot program shall
generate high-quality data that shall be collected
Jor use and analysis by authorized researchers.
(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(A) INITIAL LABORATORY.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Secretary shall establish at least one

Jully operational cloud laboratory.
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(B) ADDITIONAL LABORATORIES.—Not later
than three years after the date of the enactment
of this Act and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the Secretary shall, on a competi-
twe basis, establish not fewer than two addi-
tronal fully operational cloud laboratories.

(C)  BIOTECHNOLOGY-FOCUSED  LABORA-
TORY.—At least one of the cloud laboratories es-
tablished under this paragraph shall be focused
on advancing research and development of bio-
technology.

(3) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than one
year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Commattees on Armed Serv-
1ces of the Senate and the House of Representatives a
report that includes the following:

(A) A plan to establish the cloud labora-
tories.

(B) A plan for building in considerations
related to cybersecurity, biosecurity, and research
security from the beginning of development for
each cloud laboratory.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) The term “artificial intelligence” has the

meaning given such term in section 5002 of the Wil-
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liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-

1ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116—
283:15 U.S.C. 9401).

(2) The term “authorized researcher” refers to an
mdwidual who has been appropriately authorized to
access data generated by the cloud laboratories sup-
ported under the pilot program, as determined by the
Secretary using an authorization process established
by the Secretary for such purpose.

(3) The term “cloud laboratory” means a phys-
wcal laboratory that 1s equipped with automation and
data storage to conduct continuous experiments.

(4) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of
Defense.

SEC. 233. PILOT PROGRAM TO TEST AND EVALUATE MUZ-
ZLE BLAST OVERPRESSURE MITIGATION DE-

VICES.
(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense,
wm coordination with the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments, shall carry out a pilot program to evaluate, test,

and implement muzzle blast overpressure mitigation devices

22 for small and medium caliber weapons in relevant training

23
24
25

and operational environments.
(b) AcrviTIES.—Under the pilot program, the Sec-

retary of Defense shall—
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(1) assess the effectiveness of commercially avail-
able and emerging muzzle blast overpressure mitiga-
tion devices in reducing blast exposure to operators
and nearby personnel;

(2) evaluate the operational suitability, dura-
Dility, and performance effects of such devices across
representative weapon systems and mission sets; and

(3) collect information to inform future Depart-
ment of Defense policies, requirements, procurement
decisions, and force-wide 1mplementation strategies
relating to blast overpressure mitigation.

SEC. 234. SPACE TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION OF AD-
VANCED NUCLEAR PROPULSION TECH-
NOLOGIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Aur Force, acting through the Commander of the Air Force
Research Laboratory, may establish a pilot program to con-
duct in-space technology demonstrations, and related risk
reduction technology development activities, with respect to
both advanced nuclear fission propulsion systems and ad-
vanced nuclear fusion propulsion systems.

(b) PURPOSE.—If the Secretary carries out the pilot
program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall carry out

the pilot program in a manner that reduces technical risk
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and nforms future development requirements relating to
nuclear propulsion for national security missions in space,
mcluding potential operations beyond geosynchronous orbit,
meluding in cislunar orbit.

(¢) SELECTION.—If the Secretary carries out the pilot

program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall select en-
tities to carry out activities under the pilot program. In
determining the criteria for making such selection, the Sec-
retary shall emphasize previous subcomponent and proto-
type development and the ability to demonstrate within rea-
sonable timeframes.

(d) DEMONSTRATION REQUIRED.—If the Secretary
carries out the pilot program under subsection (a), not later
than three years after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall conduct in-space demonstrations de-
seribed in subsection (a), with oversight by the Air Force
Research — Laboratory Rocket  Propulsion Division at
Edwards Avr Force Base, California.

(e) AcTIviTIES.—In carrying out the pilot program
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall, at a minimum—

(1) establish technical objectives and success cri-
teria for the in-space demonstrations described in sub-

section (a);

(2) develop a concept of operations and test and

evaluation approach for the demonstrations;
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(3) conduct ground test activities necessary to
support the demonstrations;

(4) assist in the acquisition of launch services;

(5) plan for collection and analysis of on-orbit
data sufficient to assess propulsion performance, oper-
ability, and reliability; and

(6) assess potential use cases for applications in
cislunar operations pending the conclusion of the
demonstrations.

(f) PLAN.—Before commencing the pilot program
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a plan on the pilot program.

(9) REPORT—If the Secretary carries out the pilot
program under subsection (a), not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submat to the congressional defense commattees a report on
the pilot program. The report shall include—

(1) a description of the activities carried out
under the pilot program, including the planned dem-
onstration concept of operations and the associated
timeline;

(2) the technical objectives and success criteria
established under subsection (e)(1);

(3) an assessment of major technical risks and

planned risk-mitigation activities; and
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1 (4) an assessment of parallel efforts by the Peo-
2 ple’s Republic of China to develop and deploy ad-
3 vanced space propulsion technologies for strategic
4 PUrPOSES.

5 SEC. 235. PROHIBITION ON PILOT TRAINEES OPERATING T-
6 7 AIRCRAFT PENDING TESTING AND CORREC-
7 TIVE ACTIONS.

8 (a) IN GENERAL.—A pilot trainee may not operate a
9 T-7 awreraft of the Air Force until the Secretary of the Aur

10 Force certifies to the Commattees on Armed Services of the
11 Senate and the House of Representatives that each of the
12 following conditions have been met:

13 (1) All corrections to flight control laws and mais-
14 sion systems discovered in developmental testing of
15 such avreraft are fully implemented.

16 (2) The subsonic, transonic, and supersonic full
17 operational flight and performance envelopes of such
18 avreraft are fully tested and characterized.

19 (3) Qualification testing of the Ground Based
20 Training System for such aircraft is fully completed
21 and all deficiencies are resolved.

22 (b) PiLor TRAINEE DEFINED.—In this section, the

23 term “pilot trainee” means a non-rated officer of the Aur
24 Force enrolled as a student participating in a formal un-

25 dergraduate pilot training course.
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1 SEC. 236. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR

2
3

GAIN OF FUNCTION RESEARCH.

(a) PRoOIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to be

4 appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for

5

fiscal year 2027 for the Department of Defense may be obli-

6 gated or expended—

7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

(1) to conduct gain-of-function research on any
potential pandemic pathogen at any facility operated
by or on behalf of the Department; or

(2) to award contracts, grants, cooperative agree-
ments, or any other form of financial assistance to
any mstitution of hagher education, nonprofit organi-
zation, private entity, or other research institute that
18 conducting gain-of-function research on potential
pandemic pathogens.

(b) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may
wawve the prohibition under subsection (a) on a case-
by-case basis, with respect to an individual research
project, grant, contract, or cooperative agreement, if
the Secretary determanes that such a waiver is in the
national interests of the United States.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE.—Not later than 30
days before the date on which an award 1s made, a
project s initiated, or an agreement entered into,

with respect to which a waver is made under para-
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graph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the

Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives notice of such waiver.
(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “gain-of-function research’” means
any research that may be reasonably anticipated to
confer an attribute to a pathogen such that the patho-
gen would have enhanced pathogenicity or trans-
missibility in mammals.

(2) The term “potential pandemic pathogen”
means a pathogen that, as a result of any gain-of-
Junction research—

(A) s likely more transmissible or likely ca-
pable of wide and uncontrollable spread n
human populations;

(B) 1is likely more virulent or likely to cause
modest or greater morbidity or mortality in hu-
mans; or

(C) 1s likely to pose a severe threat to public
health, the capacity of the public health systems

to function, or national security.
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1 SEC. 237. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR

ANIMAL RESEARCH IN COLLABORATION WITH
FOREIGN COUNTRIES OF CONCERN.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to be

appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for

gated or expended—

2

3

4

5

6 fiscal year 2027 for the Department of Defense may be obli-
7

8 (1) to carry out research, development, test, eval-
9

wation, or training actwities imvolving animals—

10 (A) in collaboration with a foreign country
11 of concern; or

12 (B) at any facility located in, or owned or
13 controlled (directly or indirectly) by, a foreign
14 country of concern; or

15 (2) to enter into a contract or other agreement,
16 or make a grant, pursuant to which such actiities
17 would be carried out.

18 (b) FOrREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN DEFINED.—In

19 this section, the term “foreign country of concern” has the
20 meaning gwen that term in section 9901 of the William
21 M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
22 for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 15 U.S.C.

23 4651).
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Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and
Other Matters

SEC. 251. POLICY TO GUIDE THE DEVELOPMENT AND AC-

QUISITION OF QUANTUM COMPUTING SYS-
TEMS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) PoOLICY REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
Jfense shall issue a policy to guide the development and ac-
quisition of quantum computing systems for the Depart-

ment of Defense. Under the policy, the Secretary shall—

(1) establish a definition of “quantum com-
puting system”™ for purposes of the policy;

(2) establish a process for wvalidating and
verifying quantum computing systems before such sys-
tems are developed or acquired by the Department;
and

(3) ensure that the development and acquisition
of such systems 1s consistent with and informed by
the  findings and processes of the Quantum
Benchmarking Initiative of the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency (or any successor initiative).
(b) LIMITATION AND WAIVER.—

(1) LiMITATION.—Following issuance of the pol-
tey under subsection (a), a quantum computing sys-

tem may not be developed or acquired by an element
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of the Department of Defense unless the system has

been validated and verified in accordance with such

policy.

(2) Warver.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive the limitation under paragraph (1), on a case
by case basis, with respect to a specific quantum com-
puting system. In the event the Secretary issues such
a wawver, the Secretary shall provide to the congres-
stonal defense committees, not later than 15 days
after date on which the waiver was issued—

(A) written notice of such waiver; and
(B) the Secretary’s justification for the
waaver.
SEC. 252. PLAN FOR COMPETITIVE EXPERIMENTATION RE-
LATING TO AUTONOMOUS AND NONTRADI-
TIONAL CAPABILITIES RELEVANT TO THE A-
10 MISSION SET.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the Air Force
shall develop a plan to carry out competitive experimen-
tation, prototyping, and operational assessment of autono-
mous, semi-autonomous, artificial intelligence-enabled, and
adjunct avrcraft capabilities relevant to the A—10 mission
set.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan under subsection (a) shall

melude the following:
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(1) Appropriate opportunities for participation
by nontraditional defense contractors, commercial
technology firms, venture-backed defense firms, and
other private-sector entities capable of rapidly devel-
oping relevant hardware, software, autonomy, sens-
mg, communications, or massion system capabilities.

(2) Measures to ensure operational experimen-
tation 1s conducted wn a manner consistent with
meaningful human command and control, by a quali-
Jfied malitary aviator, over maission-critical functions,
meluding target engagement, weapons release, mis-
ston abort, and such other functions as the Secretary
of the Air Force determines appropriate.

(3) An estimated annual budget for vmple-
menting the plan.

(4) Consideration of how to make available to a
qualified Unated States entity a limited number of A—
10 awrcraft, components, or associated support equip-
ment for the sole purpose of research, development,
test, and evaluation activities relevant to the A—10
mission set, autonomous or semi-autonomous aircraft
mtegration, mission systems development, digital bat-
tlefield communications, or other related capabilities.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

25 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Avr Force
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shall submat to the Commattees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives report on the plan
developed under subsection (a).
(d) QUALIFIED UNITED STATES ENTITY—In this sec-
tion, the term “qualified Unaited States entity” means—
(1) a nontraditional defense contractor;
(2) a traditional defense contractor;
(3) a federally funded research and development
center;
(4) a unwversity-affiliated research center; or
(5) another domestic entity the Secretary deter-
mines 1s capable of carrying out the activities de-
scribed in subsection (a) in a manner consistent with
national security and public safety.
SEC. 253. PLAN FOR ESTABLISHMENT AND EVALUATION OF
EXPERIMENTAL, DRONE-CENTRIC RECON-
NAISSANCE AND SECURITY FORMATIONS.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the Army
shall develop a plan for establishing and evaluating one or
more experimental, battalion-sized formations that inte-
grate unmanned aircraft systems to carry out intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance and precision strike oper-
ations at-scale.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required under subsection

(a) shall—
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(1) provide for the establishment of at least one
experimental formation, as described in subsection
(a), attached to a division;

(2) include mechanisms to enable the Secretary
of the Army to evaluate the operational effectiveness,
survivability, targeting capacity, and cost-efficiency
of such a formation relative to legacy cavalry and
scout formations, and to inform future force design
decisions;

(3) wdentify any modifications to organizational
design, personnel structure, and traiming pipelines
that may be needed to facilitate the establishment of
such a formation;

(4) as appropriate, provide for the use of rapid
acquisttion pathways to procure unmanned aircraft
systems for such a formation; and

(5) coordinate with the Defense Autonomous
Working Group to ensure that defense-wide research,
development, testing, procurement, and fielding of
mass-produced small unmanned aireraft systems unll
meet current and emerging Army requirements.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

23 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall

24 submat to the congressional defense committees a report that

25 ancludes—
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(1) the plan developed under subsection (a); and
(2) an estimate of the funding required to estab-
lish and sustain the initial experimental formation
under the plan, disaggregated by individual appro-

priation.
SEC. 254. PLAN FOR USE OF CERTAIN AIRCRAFT FOR RE-

SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the Air Force
shall develop a plan to regenerate, restore, modify, and use
a limated number of covered aireraft for research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation activities relevant to—

(1) autonomous and semi-autonomous aircraft
capabilities;

(2) human-machine teaming;

(3) mission autonomy software;

(4) massion systems integration;

(5) sensing, communications, and digital battle-
field networking;

(6) operational experimentation and tactics de-
velopment; and

(7) such other defense innovation purposes as the

Secretary determines appropriate.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan under subsection (a) shall
nclude the following:

(1) Plans for the use of covered avrcraft for—
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(A) developmental flaght testing;

(B) operational evaluation;

(C) autonomy experimentation;

(D) software, sensor, communications, and
mission systems integration;

(E) optionally piloted, remotely assisted, or
other autonomy-related flight experimentation, to
the extent authorized by applicable law and reg-
ulation; and

(F) associated ground test, simulation, mais-
ston rehearsal, and related research activities.

(2) Consideration of how to make available to
qualified United States entities a limited number of
covered avreraft for the sole purpose of conducting the
research, development, test, and evaluation activities
described wn this section, including any demilitariza-
tion requirements, cost revmbursements, and access to
approved testing and evaluation facilities that may be
required to facilitate the participation of such enti-
ties.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force
shall submat to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives report on the plan

developed under subsection (a).
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(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered avrcraft” means an air-
craft preserved at, inducted into, or proposed for in-
duction into the 309th Aerospace Maintenance and
Regeneration Group, including an aireraft stored or
preserved on behalf of another military department or
Department of Defense component, that the Secretary
of the Awr Force, in coordination with the head of the
relevant military department or component, as ap-
propriate, determines—

(A) s structurally viable for regeneration,
modification, test, evaluation, or other author-
1zed use under this section;

(B) 1is not required to meet current oper-
ational, training, test, contingency reserve, herit-
age, or security cooperation requirements; and

(C) may be useful for research, development,
test, and evaluation, autonomy experimentation,
misston  systems antegration, uncrewed conver-
sion, or related defense innovation purposes.

(2) The term “qualified United States entity”
means « domestic entity that the Secretary deter-
mines has the technical, security, financial, safety,
and programmatic capability to support activities

under this section, including—
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(A) a nontraditional defense contractor;

(B) a commercial technology company;

(C) a small business concern;

(D) a traditional defense contractor;

(E) a federally funded research and develop-
ment center;

(F) a unwersity-affiliated research center;
or

(G) a consortium, team, or other arrange-
ment composed of entities described in subpara-

graphs (A) through (F).

SEC. 255. SONOBUOY MODERNIZATION, TESTING, AND IN-
VENTORY SUFFICIENCY FOR TWO SIMULTA-
NEOUS REGIONAL CONFLICTS.
(a) STRATEGY AND INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy shall develop and vmplement a comprehen-
swe strateqgy for sonobuoy modernization, testing, pro-
duction, and imventory sufficiency.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strateqy required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the minimum required

mventory levels of-

(1) passive sonobuoys;
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(11) active sonobuoys;
(111) multistatic sonobuoys;
(1) avr-deployed anti-submarine war-

Jfare sensor systems;

(v) exercise, training, and telementry
sonobuoys;

(vi) extended-duration and deep-water
sonobuoys;

(vi1) Arctic-capable sonobuoys; and

(vi1r) next-generation networked or au-
tonomous sonobuoy systems.

(B) An assessment of wartime sonobuoy ex-
penditure assumptions for combat operations
against peer and near-peer maritime adver-
saries, including assumptions associated with
high-tempo anti-submarine warfare operations
wm the Indo-Pacific and North Atlantic theaters.

(C) An evaluation of current sonobuoy pro-
duction capacity, including limitations associ-
ated with—

(1) acoustic transducers;

(11) signal processing electronics;

(111) macroelectronics and semiconduc-
tors;

(1v) batteries and power systems;
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(v) radio frequency transmaitters and
receivers;

(vi) specialty materials and rare earth
elements;

(vi1) awr deployment integration sys-
tems; and

(vi11) single-source supplies.

(D) A plan to increase annual sonobuoy
production capacity and reduce production lead
tvmes during contingencies.

(E) An assessment of the adequacy of exist-
mg sonobuoy testing infrastructure, including—

(1) undersea warfare test ranges;

(11) acoustic measurement and calibra-
tion facilities;

(111) contested electromagnetic spec-
trum testing capabilities;

(i) Arctic and deep-water testing en-
vironments;

(v) shallow water and littoral testing
capabilities;

(vi) digital engineering, modeling, and
synthetic testing environments;

(vit) unmanned systems integration

and testing capabilities; and
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(viir)  opportunities for allied and
partner nation testing and interoperability.

(F) A description of efforts to improve sono-
buoy survivability, persistence, networking capa-
bility, and effectiveness against advanced adver-
sary submarine quieting, decoys, electronic war-
Jare systems, and acoustic countermeasures.

(G) An assessment of storage, transpor-
tation, prepositioning, and expeditionary resup-
ply capacity for sonobuoys during wartime oper-
ations.

(H) A description of efforts to integrate
sonobuoys with—

(1) maritime patrol airerafts;
(11) carrier-based aircrafts;
(111) rotary-wing anti-submarine war-

Jfare platforms;

(1v) tiltrotor avrcrafts;

(v) unmanned aerial systems;

(vi) unmanned surface vessels;

(vi1) unmanned undersea vehicles; and
(viir) joint and allied anti-submarine

warfare networks.
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(1) An assessment of any statutory or regu-
latory barriers limiting expansion of sonobuoy
production, testing, procurement, or fielding.

(J) Recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative action necessary to improve sono-
buoy readiness and wartime sufficiency.

(b) INDUSTRIAL BASE KXPANSION PLAN.—Not later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Navy shall develop a plan to expand the sonobuoy
wmdustrial base to support sustained wartime production re-
quirements. Such plan shall include—

(1) options for second-source suppliers;

(2) the potential for Government-owned, con-
tractor-operated facilities;

(3) use of multiyear procurement authorities
pursuant to section 3501 of title 10, United States
Jode;

(4) opportunities to expand public-private part-
nerships for anti-submarine warfare sensor manufac-
turing and sustainment;

(5) measures to improve supply chain resilience
Jor critical components;

(6) options for surge production during national

emergencies or armed conflict; and
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1 (7) opportunities for allied co-production and
stockpile interoperability.

(¢) OPERATIONAL TEST EVENTS.—Beginning not later

than fiscal year 2028, the Secretary of the Navy shall con-

duct recurring operationally realistic sonobuoy exercises

(1) congested elecromagnetic spectrum condi-

2

3

4

5

6 that include—
7

8 tions;
9

(2) antegrated fleet anti-submarine warfare oper-

10 ations;

11 (3) multiple simultaneous submarine targets;

12 (4) degraded communications and positioning,
13 navigation, and timing environments;

14 (5) unmanned systems integration;

15 (6) distributed maritime operations;

16 (7) Arctic and littoral anti-submarine warfare
17 scenarios; and

18 (8) joint and allied participation, as appro-
19 priate.

20 (d) BRIEFING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 120

21 days after the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
22 Navy shall provide a briefing to the congressional defense
23 committees on—

24 (1) the highest-risk shortfalls in sonobuoy inven-

25 tory and testing capacity;
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1 (2) projected wartime inventory  depletion
2 timelines;

3 (3) vulnerabilities associated with single-source
4 suppliers and critical materials dependencies; and

5 (4) investments required during the future-years
6 defense program to achieve sufficiency for two simul-
7 taneous regional conflicts.

8 SEC. 256. REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIES
9 TO ACCELERATE THE QUALIFICATION PROC-
10 ESS FOR DOMESTICALLY PRODUCED AD-
11 VANCED ENERGETIC MATERIALS.
12 (a) ACCELERATION OF FORMULATION-TO-SYSTEM

13 QUALIFICATION FOR ADVANCED ENERGETIC MATERIALS.—

14 (1) REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION.—The Sec-
15 retary of Defense, acting through the head of the Joint
16 Energetics Transivtion Office shall—

17 (A) conduct a review to identify opportuni-
18 ties to accelerate the qualification process for the
19 mtegration of novel advanced energetic materials
20 wmto military systems; and

21 (B) based on the results of such review, 1m-
22 plement measures to accelerate such qualification
23 Process.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the review re-

quired under paragraph (1)(A), the Secretary of De-

Jfense shall—

(A) conduct a detailed analysis of the feasi-

bility of—

*HR 8800 RH

(1) expediting the qualification of new
Jormulations derived from advanced ener-
getic  materials, including developmental
classification, insensitive munitions testing,
and hazard classification activities;

(11) streamlining nonstatutory admin-
istrative requirements for warhead-level and
system-level qualification of advanced ener-
getic materials in cases in which modeling,
sitmulation, and surrogate testing of such
materials  provide sufficient evidence of
equivalent or superior performance and
safety compared to legacy energetic mate-
rals, without compromising statutorily pre-
seribed safety or environmental standards;

(111) implementing integrated test cam-
pargns that enable concurrent or overlap-
ping evaluations of the formulation, war-
head, and system performance of advanced

energetic materials to reduce total time to
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fielding, aiming for full system qualifica-
tion within 18 months to the extent feasible,
while ensuring no compromise to safety or
operational reliability; and

(i) prioritizing  advanced energetic
materials for inclusion in mission-aligned
prototyping, lLve-fire demonstrations, and
portfolio-level experimentation under rapid
acquisition authorities;

(B) wdentify any barriers to the integration

of novel advanced energetic materials into mali-

tary systems;

(C) develop a set of prioritized measures

that may be vmplemented to address such bar-

riers, ncluding potential near-term measures

achievable under existing authorities; and

*HR 8800 RH

(D) determine—

(1) estimated timelines for imple-
menting such measures;

(11) the organizations and elements of
the Department of Defense that could carry
out such measures; and

(111) any statutory, regulatory, or ad-
ministrative barriers inhibiting the 1mple-

mentation of such measures.
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(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commaittees a report on
the findings of the review conducted under subsection
(a)(1)(A) and the measures 1mplemented under subsection
(a)(1)(B). The report shall include—

(1) a lst of advanced energetic materials for
which the Secretary accelerated the formulation-to-
system qualification process as a result of the review
under subsection (a)(1)(4) and a list of advanced en-
ergetic materials that were identified as candidates
Jor acceleration;

(2) a comparison of the timelines to qualification
milestones for materials identified under paragraph
(1) compared to such timelines if the formulation-to-
system qualification process had not been accelerated
Jor such materials, including quantitative estimates of
time savings and measurable milestones to the extent
practicable;

(3) a description of any other actions taken to
accelerate the qualification process for such materials,
with justifications; and

(4) recommendations for further legislative or
administrative actions to enhance domestic energetics

production and qualification.
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(¢c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to authorize the waiver of any statutory
requirement, including any statutory requirement related
to safety, environmental protection, or national security.

(d) ADVANCED ENERGETIC MATERIAL DEFINED.—The
term “advanced energetic material” means a domestically
produced substance or mixture, such as explosives, propel-
lants, or pyrotechnics, that releases energy rapidly and
demonstrates performance improvements over legacy ener-
getic materials i areas such as energy density, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense in accordance with estab-

lished Department of Defense standards.

TITLE III—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2027 for the use of the Armed Forces and other
activities and agencies of the Department of Defense for ex-
penses, not otherwise provided for, for operation and main-

tenance, as specified in the funding table in section 4301.
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Subtitle B—Energy and
Environment
SEC. 311. INCLUSION OF NUCLEAR ENERGY IN ENERGY
POLICY OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND
RELATED MATTERS.
(a) INCLUSION IN ENERGY PoLicy.—Section 2911 of
title 10, Unated States Code, is amended—

(1) wn subsections (b) and (e), by inserting * or
nuclear energy” after “renewable energy sources” each
place 1t appears;

(2) in subsection (g)—

(A) in the heading, by inserting ““ and nu-
clear energy’ after “renewable energy’;
(B) in paragraphs (1) and (2), by inserting
“ or nuclear energy” after “renewable energy
sources” each place it appears; and
(C) wn paragraph (2), by inserting “ and
nuclear energy” after “the use of renewable en-
ergy’’; and
(3) in subsection (h)(2)—
(A) in subparagraph (C), by inserting “ or
nuclear energy” after “renewable energy source,

other than solar energy,”; and
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(B) in subparagraph (D), by inserting  or
nuclear energy” after “a renewable energy
source”.

(b) INCLUSION IN MATTERS RELATING TO USE OF EN-
ERGY FOR FACILITIES.—Section 2915 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, is amended—

(1) wn the section heading, by striking “renew-
able forms of energy” and inserting “nuclear energy,
renewable forms of energy,”’;

(2) by striking “solar energy or other renewable
Jorms of energy” each place it appears and inserting
“nuclear energy, or solar energy or other renewable
Jorms of energy,”; and

(3) in subsection (b), by striking “a renewable
Jorm of energy” and inserting “such a form of en-
erqy’”’.

SEC. 312. MODIFICATION TO PILOT PROGRAM ON NAVY IN-
STALLATION NUCLEAR ENERGY.

Section 321(b)(2)(B) of the National Defense Author-
weation Act for Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119—60; 10
U.S.C. note prec. 8751) 1is amended by striking “needed ca-
pacity of the reactor is in the range of 20MW to 300MW”
and inserting “needed capacity of the reactor is a minimum

of 20MW”,
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SEC. 313. STANDARDIZED DOCUMENT ON SCOPE OF

PROJECTS CARRIED OUT UNDER MILITARY
MUNITIONS RESPONSE PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
Jense shall establish a standardized document for the scope
of munitions responses (in this section referred to as a
“scope document”) for each project carried out under the
Malitary Munitions Response Program at a covered site.

(b) REQUIRED CERTIFICATION AND APPROVAL.—The
Secretary of Defense shall require that, for each project spec-
ifted in subsection (a), the Secretary of the malitary depart-
ment or head of the Defense Agency concerned certifies and
approves the scope document for the project prior to the
wssuance of any task order for the project.

(¢) ELEMENTS.—FEach scope document shall include,
with respect to the applicable project and at a minimum,
the following:

(1) A description of the scope of the project, in-
cluding an identification of the applicable phase or
phases of munitions responses under the project and
the key assumptions, data gaps, and principal risk
drivers, affecting such scope.

(2) A cost and schedule estimate for the comple-
tion of such phase or phases, with contingencies suffi-
cient to account for uncertainty in subsurface condi-
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tions, anomaly or contaminant quantity, access limai-
tations, and explosives safety constraints.

(3) A summary of explosives safety, human
health, environmental, and mission risks, applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements, and the con-
sequences of delayed action with respect to the project,
set forth wn a format that supports the prioritization
of projects across covered sites.

(4) Documented certification and approval of the
scope document, consistent with the requirement
under subsection (b).

(d) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
wssue guidance specifying the required form of, and addi-
tional details on the matters required to be included in, each
scope document based on the complexity of the covered site
at which the applicable project 1s carried out and the phase

of munitions response under such project.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The terms “base closure law” and “‘Defense
Agency” have the meanings given such terms in sec-
tron 101(a) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) The term “covered site” means a military in-
stallation under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of

Defense, a National Guard facility, a mailitary instal-
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lation closed or realigned under a base closure law, or

a formerly used defense site.

SEC. 314. PILOT PROGRAM FOR SECURE RECYCLING OF DO-
MESTIC ELECTRONIC WASTE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Defense shall
establish a pilot program to evaluate the use of domestic,
wmtegrated electronic waste recycling infrastructure to sup-
port the secure destruction of data and the recovery of crit-
real materials from electronic equipment of the Department
of Defense.

(b) SCOPE.—In carrying out the pilot program under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) use existing facilities capable of end-to-end
processing of the electronic waste referred to in such
subsection, including the secure dismantling and
shredding of such waste and metallurgical recovery
Jrom such waste;

(2) assess the potential for reuse in the defense
wmdustrial base of critical manerals and other mate-
rwals so recovered;

(3) assess the environmental and supply chain
benefits associated with the domestic recycling of such

electronic waste; and
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(4) ensure compliance with applicable standards
of the Department of Defense and the National Secu-
rity Agency, respectively, for the destruction of data.
(¢) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall sub-

mat to the congressional defense committees a report on the
results of the pilot program under subsection (a), including
an assessment of—

(1) the cost effectiveness of the pilot program;

(2) security benefits realized through the pilot
program, including with respect to data protection;

(3) the effect of the pilot program on supply
chawn resilience; and

(4) recommendations of the Secretary regarding
the potential expansion of the pilot program across
the Department of Defense.

SEC. 315. PROGRAM FOR DEPLOYMENT OF TRANSPORT-
ABLE NUCLEAR MICROREACTOR IN AREA OF
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED STATES
INDO-PACIFIC COMMAND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-

fense shall commence the conduct of a program for the de-

ployment, operation, and evaluation of a transportable nu-
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clear macroreactor in the area of responsibility of the
United States Indo-Pacific Command.

(b) DESIGNATION.—The program under subsection (a)

shall be known as the “Operational Energy Deployable Nu-
clear Power Program”.
(¢) LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION.—

(1) EXECUTIVE AGENT—The Secretary of De-
fense shall designate the Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Installations, Energy, and Environment as
the Department of Defense executive agent for car-
rying out the program under subsection (a) and en-
suring budget accountability for such program.

(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under subsection (a), the Assistant Secretary
designated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall coordi-
nate with—

(A) the Commander of United States Indo-

Pacific Command, who shall be responsible for

validating operational requirements under the

program, the demonstration of technologies to be
deployed under the program, and the operational
use of such technologies; and

(B) as appropriate, the Secretary of Energy
and the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory

Commassion, for the purpose of ensuring the de-
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ployment and operation of any nuclear micro-

reactor under the program is carried out in «a

manner that s safe, secure, and in compliance

with applicable requirements of the Department
of Energy and the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, respectively.

(d) OBJECTIVES.—The objective of the program under
subsection (a) shall be to deploy and operate, by not later
than January 1, 2030, a transportable nuclear microreactor
wm support of distributed and expeditionary operations in
contested logistics environments within the area of responsi-
bility of the Unated States Indo-Pacific Command, with a
priovity for deployment in such an environment within the
Western Pacific area.

(¢) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—The activities of the pro-
gram under subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) The validation of operational requirements of
the United States Indo-Pacific Command with respect
to the transportable nuclear microreactor to be de-
ployed under the program, and the integration of
such nuclear microreactor with expeditionary and
dispersed power architectures in the area of responsi-
bility of such Command.

(2) The development and implementation of a

plan  for the test and evaluation of such nuclear
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macroreactor, including with respect to sustainment,
safety, cybersecurity, and physical security require-
ments.

(3) The conduct of joint operational demonstra-
tions with the United States Indo-Pacific Command
m connection with not fewer than one major exercise
within the area of responsibility of such Command, to
evaluate the deployment, integration, sustainment,
survivability, and operational use of such nuclear
macroreactor under realistic conditions.

(f) BUDGET MECHANISM.

Beginning with respect to

12 fiscal year 2028, the Secretary of Defense shall establish a

13
14
15

dedicated program element, or equivalent budget mecha-
nism, for the program under subsection (a), including to

support the transition of technologies under such program

16 from demonstration to operational capability.

17
18
19
20

(9) NUCLEAR MICROREACTOR DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “nuclear microreactor” means a nuclear re-
actor with a rated electric generating capacity of not great-

er than 50 megawatts.
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1 SEC. 316. PROHIBITION ON OPERATION OF CONNECTED VE-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HICLES DESIGNED, DEVELOPED, MANUFAC-
TURED, OR SUPPLIED BY PERSONS OWNED
BY, CONTROLLED BY, OR SUBJECT TO THE
JURISDICTION OF A FOREIGN ENTITY OF
CONCERN ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PROPERTY.

(a) PROHIBITION OF OPERATION OF PROHIBITED

CONNECTED VEHICLES.—

(1) PHASE 1.—After Januwary 1, 2027, no cov-
ered connected vehicle, as designated by the Depart-
ment of Commerce under part 791 of title 15 of the
Code of Federal Regulations, or any successor requla-
tion, may be operated on a military installation or
on any other property of the Department of Defense.

(2) PHASE 2.—After January 1, 2029, no con-
nected vehicle on the list required under subsection (b)
may be operated on a military installation or on any
other property of the Department of Defense.

(3) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary of Defense may
wave the application of a prohibition under para-
graph (1) or (2) to a connected vehicle if the Sec-
retary determines the waiver is in the interest of na-
tional security.

(b) LIST OF PROHIBITED CONNECTED VEHICLES.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than January 1,

2028, the Secretary of Defense shall establish and

make publicly available on a website of the Depart-

ment of Defense a list of prohibited connected vehicles

that—

(A) are designed, developed, manufactured,

or supplied by persons owned by, controlled by,

or subject to the jurisdiction of a foreign entity

of concern; and

*HR 8800 RH

(B) the Secretary determines pose—

(1) an undue risk of sabotage to or sub-
version of the design, integrity, manufac-
turing, production, distribution, installa-
tion, operation, or maintenance of informa-
tion and communications technology and
services in the Unated States;

(11) an undue risk of catastrophic ef-
fects on the security or resiliency of critical
frastructure in the United States or the
digital economy of the United States; or

(111) an unacceptable risk to the na-
tional security of the Unated States or the
security and safety of Unated States per-

SONS.
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(2)  INCORPORATION OF EXISTING FEDERAL
RULES.—In establishing the list required under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall incorporate Federal
rules in effect as of the date of the enactment of this

Act for identifying prohibited connected vehicles.
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(3) ANNUAL REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall re-
view the list required under paragraph (1) not
less frequently than once each year and shall
make such additions, subtractions, supplements,
or amendments to the list as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(B) EXPLANATION OF SUBTRACTIONS.—Any
review under subparagraph (A) that makes sub-
tractions from the list required under paragraph
(1) shall include an explanation of why the sub-
traction was made.

(4) NoTICE.—If the Secretary adds a vehicle to

the list under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall pro-

vide public notice of the addition.

(5) CONSULTATION.

(A) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall con-
sult with the head of any Federal department or
agency that the Secretary determines is appro-

priate wn making the list requirved under para-
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graph (1) and conducting any annual review

under paragraph (3).

(B) TRANSMITTAL OF LIST.—The Secretary
shall transmit a copy of the list required under
paragraph (1), and any modification to that list,
to the heads of each Federal department or agen-
cy determined appropriate under subparagraph
(A).

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 1, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense shall establish and provide to
the congressional defense commattees a briefing on an
vmplementation plan for carrying out the prohibition
under subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The 1mplementation plan re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) an identification of the lead organiza-
tion within the Department of Defense respon-
sible for implementing and overseeing the prohi-
bition under subsection (a);

(B) a description of the process by which
the Department will identify and assess prohib-

ited connected vehicles;
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(C) a description of the means by which the

Department will conduct coordination with ap-

propriate Federal departments and agencies;

(D) an adentification of the metrics by
whach the Department will assess connected vehi-
cles for threats to national security;

(E) a description of the means by which
military anstallations will  ensure compliance
with such prohibition; and

(F) an assessment of resource requirements
necessary to implement and maintain such pro-
habition.

(3) APPLICABILITY OF PROHIBITIONS.—A prohi-
bition under subsection (a) shall not take effect before
the date on which the Secretary submaits to the con-
gressional defense commattees certification that the
vmplementation of the prohibition is possible.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘comnected vehicle” has the mean-
g gwen that term wn section 791.301 of title 15,
Code of Federal Regulations, or successor requlations.

(2) The term “‘foreign entity of concern” has the
meaning given that term in section 9901 of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
wzation Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 U.S.C. 4651).
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(3) The term “military installation™ has the
meaning given that term in section 2801(c) of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 317. PILOT PROGRAM ON OFF-GRID TACTICAL POWER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may es-
tablish a pilot program on employing expeditionary off-grid
power generation capabilities across the Joint Force.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—If the Secretary carries out the
pilot program authorized in subsection (a), the Secretary
shall carry out the following activities under the pilot pro-
gram:

(1) The exploration of the research, development,
procurement, and operational integration of mobile
expeditionary tactical microgrid systems to provide
resilient power supply to forward-deployed formations
and critical command, control, and communications
elements at the tactical edge.

(2) The incorporation of novel power generation
and advanced battery storage that can integrate with
secure satellite communications or other mission-es-
sential electronic systems.

(3) The conduct of operational assessments and
testing of systems in conditions that simulate con-

tested logistics and degraded infrastructure.
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(¢c) REPORT—If the Secretary carries out the pilot
program authorized in subsection (a), the Secretary shall
provide to the congressional defense committees, not later
than one year after the commencement of the pilot program,
a briefing on the status and results of the pilot program.
The briefing shall include—

(1) an assessment of the technologies used in the
program;

(2) an overview of the operational assessments
and testing of the systems, including system perform-
ance; and

(3) recommendations for fielding across the Joint
Force, as appropriate.

SEC. 318. CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN AUTHORITIES INDE-
PENDENT FROM DESIGNATED EXECUTIVE
AGENT FOR INSTALLATION OR OPERATIONAL
NUCLEAR ENERGY.

(a) MILITARY DEPARTMENTS.—Notwithstanding the
designation of the Secretary of the Army or any other offi-
cial as the Department of Defense Executive Agent for in-
stallation or operational nuclear energy, and except as ex-
pressly otherwise provided in another provision of law, the
sole authority to transfer, reprogram, obligate, expend, and
otherwise manage any funds authorized to be appropriated

Jor a malitary department for advanced nuclear energy for
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wmstallation or operational energy capabilities shall be vest-
ed in the Secretary of such military department.

(b) NUCLEAR FUEL ALLOCATION.—The Secretary of
Defense shall make determinations regarding the allocation
of nuclear fuel among the military departments, including
determinations for the prioritization of such allocation be-
tween the military departments.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing wn this section
shall be construed as limiting any previously authorized
program of the Department of Defense.

Subtitle C—Logistics and
Sustainment
SEC. 321. REQUIREMENT FOR QUARTERLY REPORTS ON MU-
NITIONS INVENTORY NUMBERS.

Section 222¢ of title 10, Unated States Code, is amend:-
ed—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting “; cur-
rent inventory numbers” ofter “Out-Year in-
ventory numbers’’;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking “subsection (c¢)”
and inserting “subsection (d)”;

(3) by redesignating subsections (b) through (h)
as subsections (c) through (1), respectively;

(4) by wserting after subsection (a) the following

new subsection:
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“(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—At the same time each
year that the budget for the fiscal year beginning in such
year is submitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105(a)
of title 31, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report setting forth munitions inventory numbers
current as of the date of the submassion of such report, pre-
sented in the aggregate and disaggregated by armed force.”;

(5) an subsection (d), as so redesignated, by
striking “described in subsection (d)” and inserting

“described in subsection (e)”’;

(6) wn subsection (g), as so redesignated, by strik-

g “subsection (e)(1)” and inserting “subsection

(H)(1)”; and

(7) an subsection (h), as so redesignated, by
striking  “subsection (c)(10)” and inserting “‘sub-

section (d)(10)”.

SEC. 322. INCREASE OF CAPITAL INVESTMENT PROGRAM
THRESHOLD FOR WORKING-CAPITAL FUNDS.

Section 2208(k)(2) of title 10, United States Code, s

amended by striking “installation or a science and tech-

nology reinvention laboratory and not less than $250,000

for procurements at all other facilities” and inserting “in-

stallation, science and technology reinvention laboratory, or

any other facility”.
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SEC. 323. ESTABLISHMENT OF CIVIL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL

BASE.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 131 of title 10, United
States Code, s amended by inserting after section 2224a
the following new section:

“§2224b. Civil Reserve Industrial Base

“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment, shall establish the Civnil Reserve Industrial
Base program under which the Secretary shall enter into

agreements under subsection (c) with covered commercial

12 facilities—

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

“(1) to enhance the availability and responsive-
ness of sustainment and repair capabilities in sup-
port of military operations; and

“(2) to strengthen the collaboration during
peacetime between the Department of Defense and the
defense industrial base in theater by leveraging the
capacity of covered commercial facilities and the co-
sustaimment capabilities of allies and partners of the
Unated States, including through the assignment of
recurring low-volume or mad-volume workloads, to en-
sure the availability of logistics, sustainment, and re-
parr surge capacity during contingency operations.
“(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Secretary shall—
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“(1) adentify covered commercial facilities that
are located within the area of operations of each of
the geographic combatant commands, including facili-
ties an allied and partner nations;

“(2) develop arrangements to store, maintain,
and manage replenishment parts and related equip-
ment at covered commercial facilities identified under
paragraph (1) that enter into agreements with the
Secretary under subsection (c);

“(3) enter into agreements under subsection (c)
with such facilities under which such facilities agree
to provide peacetime workload or sustainment activi-
ties or recewe other incentives to ensure such facilities
and personnel employed by such facilities remain
qualified, ready, and available to support contingency
operations; and

“(4) integrate the participating facilities and the
capabilities such facilities provide into the product
support strateqy developed wn accordance with section
4324 of this title, other relevant sustainment plan-
ning, logistics posture efforts, and the operational
plans of the geographic combatant commands.

“lc) AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out this section, the
ying ,

24 Secretary of Defense may enter into contracts, grants, coop-

25 erative agreements, or other appropriate agreements with
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covered commercial facilities under which such facilities
agree to provide for the storage, maintenance, repair, over-
haul, and distribution of replenishment parts and related
equipment. An agreement under this subsection may—

“(1) provide for the use of commercial facilities
and personnel during peacetime and contingency op-
erations;

“(2) anclude terms addressing force protection,
continuity of operations, and security requirements;

“(3) provide for the sustainment of capability
through recurring peacetime workload, as appro-
priate;

“(4) provide for support for commercial entities
headquartered in the United States in order to pro-
vide surge operational support when required by the
Secretary; and

“(5) support and encourage the negotiation of
voluntary license agreements directly between original
equipment manufacturers and third parties in ac-
cordance with section 3771(b)(9)(C) of thas title.

“(d) CONTRACTOR AND SUBCONTRACTOR TECHNICAL
Dara.—~Sections 3771 through 3775 of this title shall apply
to contractor and subcontractor technical data in contracts
or agreements entered into under this section.

“(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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“(1) The term ‘covered commercial facility’
means a commercial facility owned by a United
States entity that is capable of providing one or more
of the following:

“(A) Warehousing and secure storage.

“(B) Supply chain management and dis-
tribution.

“(C) Maintenance, repair, and overhaul.

“(D) Repairable management, component
repair, and test capability.

“(KE) Other sustainment-related capabilities
vdentified by the Secretary.

“2) The term ‘replenishment parts’ means re-
pair parts, components, or other items to support the
sustainment of Department of Defense systems and
equipment through replacement, repair, or overhaul.”.
(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the congressional defense commattees a report on
the implementation of section 2224b of title 10, Unated
States Code, as added by subsection (a). Such report shall
wmelude each of the following:

(1) A description of the structure and governance
of the Civil Reserve Industrial Base program, as es-

tablished by such section.
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(2) A description of the types of covered commer-

cial facilities and capabilities identified under sub-
section (D)(1) of such section, including the number of
such facilities identified that are located in the area
of operations of each of geographic combatant com-
mands.

(3) An assessment of the sustarnment, readiness,
and resiliency benefits of leveraging commercial fa-
cilities for in-theater replenishment parts storage and
maintenance, including the expected effect on time-to-
repair and time-to-resupply for key platforms.

(4) A description of the contracting mechanisms,
mceentwves, or public-private partnership authorities
required to enable recurring peacetime use by the De-
partment of Defense of covered commercial facilities
under the Civil Reserve Industrial Base program.

(5) A description of any force protection, oper-
ational security, or continuity-of-operations require-
ments applicable to covered commercial facilities par-
ticipating in the Civil Reserve Industrial Base in the
event of conflict.

(6) An identification of statutory, regulatory, or
policy barriers that limit the ability of the Depart-

ment to implement the Civil Reserve Industrial Base,
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wmeluding barriers related to contracting, logistics pol-

ey, or cross-border sustaimment.

(7) Any recommendations for additional authori-
ties needed to expand or sustain the Civil Reserve In-
dustrial Base.

SEC. 324. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM CAPITAL INVEST-
MENT FOR CERTAIN DEPOTS OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 2476(a)(1) of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended by striking “the preceding three fiscal years” and
wmserting “the preceding fiscal year, the current fiscal year,
and the estimated amount for the following fiscal year”.
SEC. 325. EXPANSION OF COVERED DEPOTS TO INCLUDE

CRANE ARMY AMMUNITION ACTIVITY, INDI-
ANA.

Section 2476(f)(1) of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“tJ) Crane Army Ammunition Activity, In-

diana.”.
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SEC. 326. EXPANSION OF SPACE-AVAILABLE TRAVEL PRO-

GRAM FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
STATIONED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STA-
TION GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA.

Section 26410 of title 10, United States Code, s
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as subsection

(h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the following

new subsection (g):

“(g) PURCHASED TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO Bay,
CuBA.—(1) Notwithstanding subsection (b), an individual
eligible for the travel program under subsection (c)(1) and
stationed at United States Naval Station Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, may purchase transportation on Department
of Defense aircraft, at commercially-competitive rates as de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense, for travel to and from
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay on a space-available basis.

“(2) An individual who purchases transportation pur-
suant to paragraph (1) shall receive a priority consistent
with members of the armed forces traveling in a space-re-
quired status, as determined by the Secretary.

“(3) Amounts collected pursuant to paragraph (1) for
transportation shall be credited to the applicable appro-
priation of the Armed Force providing such transportation,

*HR 8800 RH



O o0 N N B W =

e T S N e N e T e T e T =
O o0 N O »n B~ W NN = O

20
21
22
23
24
25

190
shall be merged with funds wn the appropriation to which
credited, and shall be available for the same purposes and
period as the appropriation with which merged.”.
SEC. 327. AUTHORIZATION OF SUSTAINABLE AVIATION
FUEL PROCUREMENT.
Section 2911 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:
“(k) SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUEL PROCUREMENT.—
The Secretary of Defense may procure sustainable aviation
Juel for operational or traiming purposes at a cost that ex-
ceeds the cost of conventional petrolewm based aviation
Suel.”.
SEC. 328. MODIFICATION AND EXTENSION OF PILOT PRO-
GRAM ON OPTIMIZATION OF AERIAL REFUEL-
ING AND FUEL MANAGEMENT IN CONTESTED
LOGISTICS ENVIRONMENTS THROUGH USE
OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.
Section 346 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31) is amended—
(1) by striking subsection (¢) and inserting the
Jollowing:
“(c) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION—The Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in
coordination with the Chief of Staff of the Awr Force, shall

vmplement the pilot program wunder this section, by mnot
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later than 270 days after the date of the enactment of the

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2027.;
(2) by redesignating subsection (e) as subsection

(9);

(3) in subsection (g) as so redesignated, by strik-

mg “January 1, 20277 and inserting “Januwary 1,

20307 and

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the following

new subsections (e) and (f):

“(e) RESPONSIBILITY.—Beginning on the date that 1s
180 days after the date of the enactment of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2027, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in
coordination with the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, shall
be responsible for carrying out the pilot program under this
section.

“(f) BRIEFING.—Not later than January 1, 2028, the
Under Secretary shall provide to the congressional defense
committees a briefing on the status of the implementation
of the pilot program under this section. Such briefing shall
address—

“(1) outcomes and performance metrics of the
pilot program;
“(2) any barriers identified for integration of the

pilot program into operational planning; and
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“(3) recommendations regarding continuation,
modification, or expansion of the pilot program.”.
SEC. 329. ARMY EXPANSION OF PRODUCTION OF 155MM AR-
TILLERY AMMUNITION.
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) the production of 155mm artillery ammuni-
tion at a minimum rate to reach total munition re-
quirements 1s a national priority; and

(2) the production rate of such ammunition
should be sustained or increased over the next five
years in order to—

(A) fully meet all Army and Marine Corps
annual traming requirements;

(B) rebuild war reserve inventories for both
the Army and the Marine Corps to fully comply
with the planning guidance of the Secretary of
Defense and ensure that associated inventory
and war reserve levels are met;

(C) modernize the stockpile with the best
performing weapons; and

(D) continue foreign malitary sales of am-
munition manufactured in the United States to
generate the domestic workforce and assures war-

time interoperability with Unated States allies.
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(b) PrRODUCTION KEXPANSION.—The Secretary of the
Army shall—

(1) expand and upgrade facilities of the Army
that are used to produce propellant, metal parts, ex-
plosive fill, load assemble pack, and components of
155mm artillery; and

(2) increase the production of propellant, metal
parts, explosive fill, load assemble pack, and compo-
nents of 155mm artillery to ensure that—

(A) the total production capacity of all such

Jacilities reaches 100,000 rounds each month;

and

(B) the Out-Year Unconstrained Total Mu-
nitions Requirement for 155mm artillery ammu-
nition in effect for the Army pursuant to section
222¢ of title 10, Unated States Code, is met.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall
submat to the congressional defense commattees a report on
the steps taken by the Secretary to carry out the require-
ments of this section. Such report shall include—

(1) an identification of the amount of funds re-
quired to reach the production capacity under sub-
section (b)(2)(A);

(2) a plan for—

*HR 8800 RH



194

1 (A) expanding and upgrading facilities of
2 the Army used to produce 15mm artillery am-
3 munition; and

4 (B) increasing the rate of production of
5 such munitions;

6 (3) an estimated time frame for when the pro-

7 duction capacity under subsection (b)(2)(A) will be

8 reached;

9 (4) an estimated time frame for the production
10 of sufficient munitions to replenish stocks to reach
11 total munition requirements under the Out-Year Un-
12 constrained Total Munitions Requirement for 155mm
13 artillery in effect for the Army pursuant to section
14 222¢ of title 10, Unated States Code; and
15 (5) a long-term plan to sustain munitions pro-
16 duction facilities as demand for artillery ammunition
17 may increase or decrease.

18 SEC. 330. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO AERIAL REFUEL-
19 ING CAPABILITY OF AIR FORCE TANKER
20 FLEET.

21 (a) REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 180 days after

22 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
23 Air Force shall—
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(1) adopt the use of metrics and standards for
specifically assessing the aerial refueling capability of
the tanker fleet of the Air Force;

(2) direct the Commander of the Air Mobility
Command, in coordination with any program offices
and entities of such command that the Commander
determines relevant, to submit to the Commattees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives periodic reports on the application of the
metrics and standards requirved under paragraph (1)
to assess the aerial refueling capability of the tanker
[leet;

(3) conduct a comprehensive Air Force-wide as-
sessment of risks associated with the sustainment of
the aerial refueling tanker fleet of the Awr Force, in-
cluding, for each such risk, an assessment of the likeli-
hood of the risk occurring and the likely effects of the
risk if it occurs; and

(4) develop a matigation plan based on the re-
sults of the risk assessment requived under paragraph
(3).

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,

2027, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submat to

the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate and
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the House of Representatives a report on the progress
of implementing the requirements under subsection
(a). Such report shall include a comprehensive readi-
ness  vmprovement — plan  for  addressing  the
sustaimment challenges of the aerial refueling capa-
Dility of the tanker fleet.

(2) FormM OF REPORT.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall be submaitted in unclassi-

fied form, but may include a classified annex.

SEC. 331. NAVY CONTAINERIZED EXPEDITIONARY AD-

VANCED MANUFACTURING CAPABILITIES
PILOT PROGRAM.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—Beginning not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy, acting through the Commander
of the Naval Sea Systems Command and in coordina-
tion with the Commander of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command and the heads of such other Navy
organizations as the Secretary considers appropriate,
shall carry out a pilot program to—

(A) field, evaluate, and assess compact con-
tainerized —expeditionary advanced —manufac-

turing capabilities in support of naval and joint
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Jorces operating in contested, remote, and expedi-
tionary environments;

(B) expand the use of advanced and addi-
twe manufacturing within the Department of
Defense;

(C) support the objectives of the Department
of the Navy Advanced Manufacturing Strategy,
meluding warfighter self-sufficiency and distrib-
uted sustainment; and

(D) evaluate and define validated Navy re-
quirements for containerized expeditionary ad-
vanced manufacturing capabilities rather than
replace traditional industrial base production,
depot-level repair, or established logistics sys-
tems.

(2) EXECUTION.—

(A) LEAD AGENT.—The Naval Sea Systems
Command Technology Office, in coordination
with the Naval Surface Warfare Centers, shall
serve as the lead technical and programmatic
agent for the pilot program.

(B) SurPOrT.—The Secretary may use the
Naval Postgraduate School, and seek to enter
mto agreements with other appropriate public or

private entities, to support expervmentation,
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operational execution, data collection, digital in-
tegration, sustaimment planning, traiming devel-
opment, and requirements capture activities con-
ducted under the pilot program.

(b) DESIGN OF PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall design

the pilot program to—

(1) evaluate the operational utility of compact,
containerized expeditionary advanced manufacturing
systems capable of producing metal and polymer com-
ponents in contested and austere environments;

(2) assess how such capabilities may provide
commanders with additional options to restore readi-
ness in remote or denied conditions when traditional
resupply or depot support is unavailable or delayed,;

(3) evaluate the appropriate role of commander
discretion and commander risk in the production and
wmstallation of expeditionary-manufactured parts;

(4) identify categories of components suitable for
edge production and establish associated qualification,
documentation, and digital traceability requirements;

(5) assess operator traiming, workforce develop-
ment, and certification requirements necessary to nor-
malize safe and effective use of compact, containerized

advanced manufacturing systems;
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(6) evaluate sustainment requirements for expe-
ditionary manufacturing systems, including mainte-
nance, consumables, digital integration, configuration
management, and supply chain implications;

(7) measure effects such systems on readiness,
maintenance timelines, logistics demand, and oper-
ational avarlability; and

(8) wnform future Navy requirements, acquisition
pathways, standards, and resourcing decisions re-
garding expeditionary manufacturing as a com-
plementary sustainment capability.

(¢c) SYSTEM CHARACTERISTICS.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the Secretary shall ensure that advanced

manufacturing systems evaluated under the pilot program

shall—

(1) consist of containerized platforms not exceed-
mg a 10-foot by 10-foot footprint;

(2) provide wmulti-material additive manufac-
turing capabilities;

(3) antegrate additive and subtractive manufac-
turing processes;

(4) support secure digital engineering workflows
and configuration control;

(5) be compatible with naval and expeditionary
power sources; and
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(6) be operable by trained military personnel in
deployed maritime and expeditionary environments.

(d) ELEMENTS.—The pilot program shall consist of the

Jollowing two elements:

(1) A forward-oriented element carried out in
support of exercises and deployed wmaritime oper-
ations of the Unated States Indo-Pacific Command to
evaluate—

(A) operational employment;

(B) test and evaluation under expeditionary
conditions;

(C) commander use authorities; and

(D) traiming in distributed and contested
environments.

(2) An element carried out at one or more naval
wstallations designated by the Secretary that are lo-
cated i the continental United States and that may
support surface, subsurface, and aviation forces to
conduct—

(A) real-time fleet feedback;
(B) operator training development;
(C) sustainment refinement;
(D) digital integration; and

(E) iterative requirements development.
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(¢) PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY—To carry out the
pilot program under this section, subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Secretary of the Navy shall procure
not fewer than two expeditionary advanced manufacturing
systems using amounts authorized to be appropriated for
the Navy for research, development, test and evaluation, op-
erations, or sustaimment, consistent with applicable law.

(f) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the establishment of the pilot program,
and annually thereafter for the duration of the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congres-
stonal defense commattees a report that includes—

(1) an identification of the units and locations
selected for purposes of the pilot program;

(2) a description of the operational outcomes of
the pilot program, including case studies;

(3) an assessment of the employment authorities
of the Commander of Unated States Pacific Command
and associated risk frameworks that are relevant to
the pilot program;

(4) an identification of part categories appro-
priate for expeditionary production;

(5) traiming, workforce, and certification require-

ments for the pilot program;
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(6) an identification of the sustarnment and dig-
ital integration requirements of the pilot program;

(7) the effects of the pilot program on readiness,
logistics demand, and maintenance timelines; and

(8) the recommendations of the Secretary regard-
mg formal requirement validation and transition of
expeditionary point-of-need advanced manufacturing
to an enduring complementary capability.

(9) DURATION.—The duration of the pilot program re-
quired under subsection (a) shall be not fewer than three
years and not more than five years.

SEC. 332. EXPANSION OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES ON
NAVY INSTALLATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Navy shall
seek to enter into a contract with a public transportation
services provider for the purpose of expanding transpor-
tation services available on Navy installations for members
of the Armed Forces and their families. A contract under
this section shall prioritize expanding transportation serv-
wees between lodging facilities, dining facilities, fitness and
recreation centers, administrative offices, air terminals,
and other activity centers of a Naval installation to im-
prove security and personnel safety at the Navy installa-

tion.
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(b) SELECTION OF INSTALLATIONS AND PROVIDERS.—

The Secretary shall—

(1) select ome or more Navy installations at

which to expand transportation services pursuant to

a contract under subsection (a); and

(2) for each selected Navy installation, identify

a public transportation services provider that—

(A) provides public transportation services

m the geographic area where the Navy installa-

tion 1s located; and

(B) the Secretary determines is capable of

carrying out the contract in a manner that—

(¢) TERMINATION.

(1) addresses the transportation needs
of wnstallation personnel, including junior
enlisted persommel without access to personal
vehicles;

(11) wmproves the quality of life and
military readiness of installation personnel;
and

(111) 1mplements best practices for
partnerships between the installation and

the provider.

The period of a contract author-

24 ized under this section may not exceed three years.

25

(d) REPORT.—
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(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
after the conclusion of the second year of a contract
authorized under this section, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense commaittees an initial
report on the contract that includes—

(A) preliminary findings on the transpor-
tation services provided under the contract, in-
cluding ridership levels and service effectiveness;

(B) an initial evaluation of effects of the
transportation services on the quality of life and
mailitary readiness of Navy nstallation per-
sonnel;

(C) the cost to the Secretary of the contract
Jor the first two years; and

(D) the recommendation of the Secretary as
to whether to extend the contract or to enter into
similar contracts for the provision of transpor-
tation services at additional Navy installations.
(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days

after the conclusion of the contract, the Secretary
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
Jfinal report on the contract that includes—

(A) a comprehensive assessment of ridership

levels and service effectiveness of the transpor-

tation services provided under the contract;
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(B) a complete evaluation of effects of the
mass transit services on the quality of life and
military readiness of Navy installation per-
sonnel;

(C) the cost to the Secretary of the contract;

(D) the recommendation of the Secretary as
to whether to extend the contract or to enter into
similar contracts for the provision of transpor-
tation services at additional Navy installations;
and

(E) such other matters as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “congressional defense committees”
has the meaning given that term in  section
101(a)(16) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) The term “Navy installation™ means a mali-
tary anstallation (as such term 1is defined in section
2801 of title 10, Unated States Code) under the juris-
diction of the Chief of Naval Operations.

(3) The term “public transportation services”
means—

(A) public transportation, as defined in sec-

tion 5302 of title 49, United States Code;
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(B) over-the-road bus transportation, as de-
Sfined in section 1501 of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 UNS.C. 1151), and school bus
transportation;

(C) antercity rail passenger transportation,
as defined in section 24102 of title 49, United
States Code;

(D) the transportation of passengers on-
board a passenger vessel, as defined in section
2101 of title 46, Unated States Code; and

(E) other regularly scheduled waterborne
transportation service of passengers by wvessel of
at least 20 gross tons.

(4) The term “public transportation services pro-
vider” means—

(A4) a State, local, or Federal government
entity that provides public transportation serv-
1ces; or

(B) or a non-government entity that—

(1) receives financial assistance from a

State, local, or Federal government entity;

and

(11) provides public transportation

services.
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SEC. 333. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO SUSTAINMENT OF

A-10 AIRCRAFT AND RELATED TRAINING.

(a) LIMITATION ON RELOCATION OF A—10 TRAINING

UNIT.—The Secretary of the Air Force may not relocate
the formal training unit of the Air Force for providing to
pilots the qualifications necessary for the operation of A—
10 awrcraft, including by reassigning the primary traiming
actiwvities carried out by such unit to another military in-

stallation, unless—

(1) the Secretary submits to the congressional de-
Jfense commattees an analysis comparing the costs and
benefits of such relocation versus preserving the unit
at its current location; and

(2) a period of 90 days has elapsed following the
date of such submaission.

(b) SUSTAINMENT REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall maintain, as necessary, sufficient training
capacity, development, test, and evaluation capacity,
depot-level maintenance and repair capacity, supply,
logistics, and  contractor capacity, and other
sustainment-related capacity to ensure the A—10 fleet
remains operationally viable through fiscal year 2030,
wmeluding with respect to each mission and capability
of such fleet as of the date of the enactment of this Act

(including combat search and rescue missions).
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(2) FORMAL TRAINING UNIT.—In carrying out
this subsection, the Secretary shall, as necessary,
maintain a formal training unit of the Awr Force for
providing to pilots the qualifications necessary for the
operation of A—10 aircraft, and a process for the re-
qualification of pilots formerly so qualified.

(3) BUDGET MATERIALS.—Concurrent with the
submission to Congress of a budget pursuant to sec-
tion 1105 of title 31, Unated States Code, for each of
fiscal years 2028 through 2030, the Secretary of De-
Jfense shall submat to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the amounts necessary to imple-
ment this subsection.

(¢c) ANNUAL BRIEFING ON A—10 SUSTAINMENT.—

(1) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—Not later than March 1,
2027, and annually thereafter until March 1, 2030,
the Secretary of the Awr Force shall provide to the
congressional defense commaittees a briefing describing
the extent to which the Department of the Air Force
met the requirements under subsection (b) during the
preceding fiscal year.

(2) ELEMENTS.—EKach briefing required under
paragraph (1) shall include, at a minvmum, the fol-

lowing:
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(A) An identification of the number of pi-
lots that recewved the qualifications necessary for
the operation of A—10 avrcraft during the pre-
ceding fiscal year, disaggregated by whether such
qualifications were an initial qualification or a
requalification.

(B) An identification of the number of offi-
cers that received advanced instructor qualifica-
tions through the weapons instructor cowrse for
A-10 avreraft offered through the United States
Air Force Weapons School, disaggregated by
whether such qualifications were an mitial qual-
ification or a requalification.

(C) A description of the status of actions
taken to meet the requirement under subsection
(b)(2) during the preceding fiscal year, and any
related instructor shortfalls.

(D) A description of the status of oper-
atronal test and evaluation capacity with respect
to the A—10 fleet, including major limitations af-
fecting airworthiness, weapons integration, tac-
tics development, or massion effectiveness.

(E) The status of programmed depot-level
marntenance and repair with respect to A-10

avrcraft or related infrastructure, and any re-
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sulting effect on the ability of the Department to

meel the requirements under subsection (D).

(F) The status of logistics, supply, con-
tractor mawntenance, and other sustainment
Sfunctions for the A—10 fleet, and any resulting
effect on the ability of the Department to meet
the requirements under subsection (b).

(G) An assessment as to whether the De-
partment met the requirements under subsection
(b) during the preceding fiscal year.

(H) A description of any shortfall, delay, or
other deviation resulting in a failure to meet any
such requirement, including any corrective ac-
tion planned or underway.

(d) ROADMAP FOR A—10 FLEET SUSTAINMENT.—

(1) RoAbmAP REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Air Force shall submat to the congres-
swonal defense committees a roadmap setting forth
proposed actions to meet the requirements under sub-
section (D).

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 15 days after the
date of the submassion of the roadmap under para-
graph (1), the Secretary of the Air Force shall provide

to the congressional defense commattees a briefing on
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such roadmap and any anticipated material shortfall
m meeting a requirement under subsection (b).

(3) ANNUAL UPDATES.—Not later than one year
after the date of the submission of the roadmap under
paragraph (1), and annually thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2030, the Secretary of the Air Force shall
submait to the congressional defense commaittees a writ-
ten update to such roadmap.

(¢) PROGRAM TO PRESERVE KNOWLEDGE AND HIS-

TORY RELATING TO A—10 AIRCRAFT.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall establish a program to preserve technical
and historical knowledge relating to the operation
and sustainment of the A—10 fleet.

(2) LeAD ENTITY.—The Director of the Air
Force Historical Research Agency shall serve as the
lead entity carrying out the program wunder para-
graph (1), in coordination with the Commander of
the Air Combat Command, the head of the National
Museum of the Unated States Air Force, and such
other organizations of the Department of the Air
Force as the Secretary of the Awr Force determines

appropriate.
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(3) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—The program estab-

lished under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-

mmum the following activities:

(A) The collection of oral histories relating
to the A—10 fleet from pilots, advanced instruc-
tor-qualified aircrew, wmaintainers, joint ter-
manal attack controllers, and other personnel in-
volved in the operation (including operational
support for combat search and rescue missions)
or sustainment of avrcraft within such fleet.

(B) The collection and preservation of
records associated with the A—10 fleet, including
technical data, operational tactics, weapons inte-
gration records, upgrade and modification his-
tory, and records relating to the sustainment of
avreraft within such fleet.

(C) The digital archiving of materials col-
lected under subparagraphs (A) and (B) wm a
searchable repository accessible to appropriate
users within the Department of Defense.

(D) The identification of lessons learned
pursuant to the materials so collected.

(E) The development of recommendations
Jor collecting, preserving, and transferring

knowledge relating to the A—10 fleet with respect
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to design, doctrine, training, and sustaimment

activities relating to successor avrcraft.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the

Air Force shall submat to the congressional defense

commaittees a report containing a summary of—

(A) the activities carried out under the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1);

(B) the status of the archive established pur-
suant to paragraph (3)(C); and

(C) the principal lessons learned identified
pursuant to paragraph (3)(D).

(f) DEPOT-LEVEL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term “depot-level maintenance
and repair” has the meaning given such term in section
2460 of title 10, Unated States Code.

SEC. 334. REQUIREMENT FOR STANDARDIZED MUNITIONS
WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall es-
tablish standardized munitions for use in one-way attack
operations by covered unmanned avrcraft.

(b) COVERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In
this section, the term “covered unmanned avrcraft” means

an unmanned avreraft (as such term s defined in section
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1301(j) of title 10, United States Code), that is categorized

as Group 1 or Group 2 pursuant to the Joint Publication
3-30 of the Department of Defense, titled “Joint Air Oper-
ations” and dated July 25, 2019, or such successor publica-
tion.
SEC. 335. REQUIREMENT TO ENSURE SUFFICIENCY OF
NAVAL MINE INVENTORY.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that the in-
ventory of naval mines of the Department of the Navy is

sufficient to meet validated operational requirements for not

12 fewer than two simultaneous major regional contingencies.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(b) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than March 1, 2027,

and annually thereafter, the Secretary of the Navy
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
certification that includes the following:
(A) A determination of whether the require-
ment under subsection (a) is met.
(B) If the requirement under subsection (a)
18 not met—
(1) a description of the shortfall in the
wmventory referred to in such subsection;

and
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(i1) a remediation plan, including
timelines and funding requirements, to
achieve compliance with such requirement.

(2) Form.—Each certification required under
paragraph (1) shall be submaitted in unclassified form,
but may include a classified annex.

Subtitle D—Reports

SEC. 341. STRATEGY TO SUPPORT JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER
SUSTAINMENT AND MAINTENANCE IN CON-
TESTED OPERATING ENVIRONMENTS.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of the Awr Force,
the Secretary of the Navy, the Commander of the United
States Transportation Command, and the Director of the
Defense Logistics Agency, shall develop a strategy to sup-
port the sustainment and maintenance of Joint Strike
Fighter aircraft in contested operating environments. Such
strategy shall address, at a minvmum, the following:

(1) The transportation of spares and repair
parts for such aivrcraft into and across contested thea-
ters of operation.

(2) Communications requirements necessary for
the transportation of such parts i a denied, de-

graded, intermittent, or limited environment.
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(3) Requirements relating to relevant supply
chain management software.

(4) Prepositioned stocks of spares and repair
parts for Joint Strike Fighter aireraft, including
measures to ensure the currency and serviceability of
ready for issue parts and to require that the statuses
of such prepositioned stocks include instructions for
the disposition and replacement of any such parts
that are not current or ready for issue.

(5) Spares and repavr parts packages deployed
on naval vessels in which Joint Strike Fighter auvr-
craft are embarked, including measures relating to
prepositioning, currency, and serviceability described
m paragraph (4) with respect to spares and repair
parts packages deployed on such vessels.

(6) The incorporation of sustainment efforts for
deployed Joint Strike Fighter aircraft into the frame-
work of the Air Force for agile combat employment
and the framework of the Navy for distributed mari-
time operations.

(7) The international system for managing spare

parts for Joint Strike Fighter avrcraft commonly re-

Serred to as the “global spares pool”.

(8) Support from, and coordination with, allies

and partners of the United States.
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(b) REPORT—

(1) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional
defense commattees a report on the strateqy required
under subsection (a).

(2) ForM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in an unclassified form
but may include a classified annex.

Subtitle E—Other Matters
SEC. 351. ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF
THE NATIONAL GUARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Chapter 1 of title 32, United
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§ 116. Center for the Study of the National Guard

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau,
shall establish a center, to be known as the ‘Center for the
Study of the National Guard™ at an appropriate academic
istitution that—

“(1) maintains an established relationship with
the National Guard Bureau,

“(2) possesses a strong academic program in

malitary history; and
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“(3) 1s situated in proxvmity to a major Na-
tronal Guard installation.

“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Center for the Study of

the National Guard shall—

“(1) serve as the principal repository for histor-
1cal documents, oral histories, and other records re-
lated to the National Guard;

“(2) conduct research, analysis, and educational
programs related to the history, evolution, and oper-
ational contributions of the National Guard;

“(3) facilitate outreach efforts to increase public
awareness of the role of the National Guard in na-
tional defense and domestic response operations; and

“(4) support the Department of Defense in shap-
g policy decisions and strategic planning related to
Natwonal Guard operations carried out under this
title and title 10.

“(c) COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT.—The Chief of the

National Guard Bureaw may—

“(1) collaborate with the Center for the Study of
the National Guard in the collection, preservation,
and dissemination of National Guard history;

“(2) provide historical documents, records, and
resources to support the research and archival efforts

of the Center; and
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“(3) facilitate joint initiatives between the Na-
tional Guard Bureaw and the Center to enhance his-
torical preservation, education, and public awareness.
“(d) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP.—The Secretary

of Defense shall seek to establish and maintain the Center
for the Study of the National Guard as a public-private
partnership to minimize costs to the Federal Government.”.

(b) DEADLINE FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary
of Defense shall establish the Center for the Study of the
National Guard required under section 116 of title 32,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a), by not later
than the date that s 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(¢) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide to the congressional defense
committees a briefing that includes—

(1) a description of the selection of the academic
wstitution where the Center for the Study of the Na-
tional Guard required under section 116 of title 32,
Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a), is lo-
cated;

(2) an adentification of the status of the estab-

lishment and initial operations of the Center;
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(3) a description of any ongoing efforts between
the National Guard Bureaw and the Center; and

(4) the recommendations of the Secretary to en-
hance the preservation and study of National Guard
hastory.

SEC. 352. DISPOSITION OF ACCOUNTABLE PROPERTY IN
DESIGNATED THEATERS OF OPERATION.
(a) OVERSIGHT OF DISPOSITION.—Chapter 153 of title
10, Unated States Code, s amended by inserting after sec-
tion 2581 the following new section:
“§2582. Disposition of accountable property in des-
ignated theaters of operation
“(a) REPORTING REQUIREMENT—Not later than 60
days after imitiating any significant force reposturing or
withdrawal within or from a covered theater of operations,
the Secretary of Defense shall submait to the congressional
defense commattees a report that includes, with respect to
accountable property used in connection with the operations
associated with such reposturing or withdrawal, the fol-
lowing elements:

“(1) A comprehensive inventory of such property
(including, to the extent practicable, the serial num-
ber and end-item identity of any such property that
18 a controlled inventory item), including an identi-

Jication of—
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“(A) whether such property remains under
the custody and control of the United States;

“(B) to the extent known and consistent
with available records, whether such property
was previously sold or otheruise transferred to
an ally or partner of the United States;

“(C) whether the Secretary has proposed a
disposition for such property and if so, which
disposition; and

“(D) to the extent known or assessed, the
status of such property, including, 1f known, the
disposition of such property and the end user of
such property.

“(2) For each category of major defense equip-
ment, an assessment of the feasibility, timeline, oper-
ational effect, and security, accountability, and end-
user monitoring considerations, associated with po-
tential dispositions for accountable property within
each such category.

“(3) For any covered disposition assessed under
paragraph (2), a description of any operational or
logistical — constraint  rendering other dispositions
unfeasible or impracticable.

“(4) For each potential disposition for account-

able property assessed as feasible pursuant to para-
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graph (2), an estimate of the incremental costs of such
option relative to baseline costs of withdrawal and re-
deployment activities, including an identification
of—

“(A) costs associated with the shipping and
handling of such property; and

“(B) costs associated with the sustainment
and storage for such property.

“(5) A plan to mitigate the risk of diversion or
masuse resulting from dispositions of accountable
property that includes the following:

“(A) An adentification of relevant end-use
monitoring requirements of the Department of
Defense, including the office of the Department
responsible for implementing such requirements,
the frequency of monitoring under such require-
ments, and any procedures for addressing non-
compliance with such requirements, including n
the event of the loss of the property.

“(B) An adentification of any feasible re-
mote disablement capability that may be used
with respect to such property, and, for any such
capability the use of which s not feasible, an ex-
planation of any technical, operational, or legal

constraints to such use.
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1 “(C) Procedures for the implementation of
2 the plan with respect to accountable property
3 that 1s sensitive technology (including commu-
4 nications security items, cryptographic material,
5 Dirometrics  collection  devices, and associated
6 databases) prior to determining a disposition for
7 such technology.

8 “(D) A plan to secure, retrieve, disable, or
9 otherwise neutralize accountable property in the
10 event of the ally or partner of the United States
11 to which such property was sold or transferred
12 experiencing a collapse or regime change.

13 “(E) A chain-of-custody plan for the trans-
14 port, storage, and transfer of accountable prop-
15 erty, including an identification of responsible
16 units, storage site controls, and inspection check-
17 points.

18 “(6) For any accountable property previously
19 sold or otherwise transferred to an ally or partner of
20 the United States, or proposed to be so sold or trans-
21 ferred, an assessment of the following:
22 “(A) The capacity of the end user, or pro-
23 spective end user, to sustain such property ab-
24 sent support by the United States Armed Forces
25 or contractors of the Department of Defense.
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“(B) To the extent practicable, whether the

end user, or prospective end user—

“(1) has been subject to any security
vetting or monitoring by the Secretary, in-
cluding an wdentification of any period of
continuous monitoring;

“(1n)  maintains effective command-
and-control structures; or

“(111) 1s subject to infiltration, coer-
cion, or substantial influence by any foreign
terrorist organization or other hostile actor.
“(C) The effect, or anticipated effect, of the

sale or transfer on morale and retention with re-
spect to the United States Armed Forces.

“(D) Whether there is a history of account-
able property previously sold or transferred to
the ally or partner being diverted to an unau-
thorized end wuser, including, as applicable, an
wdentification of any such prior diversion, the
assessed end user, and the quantity and type of
any major defense equipment so diverted.

“(E) The risk of the ally or partner experi-
encing rapid collapse.

“(7) An assessment of the significant force repos-

turing or withdrawal with respect to applicable les-
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sons learned from the operations of Unated States
Armed Forces in Iraq in 2014, and the withdrawal
of such forces from Afghanistan in 2021, including an
assessment of—

“(A) specific decision points with respect to
such operations in which diversion risk was un-
derestimated; and

“(B) any mitigation measures that would
have reduced such risk.

“(b) NOTIFICATION OF CERTAIN SALES AND TRANS-

FERS.—Not later than 30 days after the date of a sale or
transfer of accountable property in connection with a sig-
nificant force reposturing or withdrawal within or from a
covered theater of operations, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a notifica-

tion the contains, to the extent known—

“(1) a description of the accountable property
sold or otherwise transferred,;

“(2) a description of the end user of such prop-
erty; and

“(3) a certification of the conduct of the assess-
ment required under paragraph (1)(A).

“(c¢) SENIOR APPROVAL REQUIREMENT.—(1) The Sec-

24 retary of Defense or the Deputy Secretary of Defense shall

25 approve, in writing, any determination to proceed with a
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disposition described in  paragraph (2) for accountable
property with an aggregate replacement value exceeding
$10,000,000.

“(2) A disposition described in this paragraph is, with
respect to accountable property, the abandonment or loss
of such property without continuous custody and control
by the United States or a partner or ally of the United
States, the destruction of such property, or the demalitariza-
tion of such property.

“(d) ANNUAL REPORT AND NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—(1) Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this section, and annually thereafter for five
years, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
stonal defense commattees a report containing, with respect
to the year preceding the date of submission of the report,
the following:

“(A4) A summary of the dispositions of account-
able property in covered theaters of operation, includ-
g any covered dispositions.

“(B) A summary of any incidents in which
major defense equipment was diverted, including an
wdentification of the quantity and type of equipment
so dwerted and, to the extent practicable, the assessed

end user.
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“C) A summary of risk mitigation measures
implemented, consistent with the plan under sub-
section (a)(5).

“(D) Any wmaterial changes in the resilience of
allies or partners of the United States relevant to de-
terminations regarding dispositions for accountable
property, imcluding with respect to the risk of infil-
tration or diwversion.

“(2) Not later than 30 days after any date on which
the Secretary of Defense becomes aware of a collapse of an
ally or partner force or other event that the Secretary deter-
mines materially increases the risk of accountable property
being diverted in a covered theater of operations, the Sec-
retary shall submat to the congressional defense commaittees
written notification that includes a description of the event,
the categories of property at rvisk of diversion, and any mati-
gation measure vmplemented.

“(3)(A) Not later than 30 days after any date on which
the Secretary of Defense becomes aware that accountable
property subject to a covered disposition in a covered the-
ater of operations has been diverted and used in an attack
conducted by a foreign terrorist organization or other hos-
tile actor against the United States, allies or partners of

the Unated States, or local populations, the Secretary shall
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1 submat to the congressional defense committees a written no-

2 tification.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

“(B) Each notification under subparagraph (A) shall

mclude, to the extent practicable—

“(1) an identification of the accountable property
used in the attack;

“(11) an identification of the date on which, and
the location from which, the property left the custody
and control of the United States or an ally or partner
of the United States;

“(111) an attribution as to the actor responsible
Jor the attack; and

“(iv) the total number of casualties caused by the
attack.

“(e) FORM OF REPORTS.—Each report required under

16 this section shall be submitted in unclassified form but may

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

mcelude a classified annex.

“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘accountable property’ means any
accountable property of the Department of Defense, as
described wn  Department of Defense Instruction
5000.64, titled ‘Accountability and Management of
DoD Equipment and Other Accountable Property’
and dated June 10, 2019 (or any such successor in-

struction).
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“2) The term ‘aggregate replacement value’,
with respect to accountable property, means the total
replacement value of such property as reflected in
property accountability systems of the Department of
Defense, or, if not recorded therein, the best available
estimate for such value as determined by the Sec-
retary.

“(3) The term ‘controlled inventory item’ means
any item designated as such pursuant to Department
of Defense Instruction 5000.64, titled ‘Accountability
and Management of DoD Equipment and Other Ac-
countable Property’ and dated June 10, 2019 (or any
such successor instruction).

“(4) The term ‘covered disposition’, with respect
to accountable property—

“(A) means disposition of such property
other than a retrograde, destruction, demali-
tarization, sale, or other tranmsfer, carried out in
accordance with applicable provisions of law;
and

“(B) includes the abandonment of such
property without continuous custody and control
by the United States or a partner or ally of the
United States.
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“(5) The term ‘covered theater of operations’
means any geographic area designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense for purposes of this section in which
the Unated States Armed Forces are conducting con-
tingency operations, advising or assisting ally or
partner forces engaged in hostilities, or conducting
operations in an environment with respect to which
the Secretary determines there is a material risk of
the loss or abandonment of such property without
continuous custody and control by the United States
or a partner or ally of the United States as a result
of armed conflict, terrorist activity, collapse of an
ally or partner force, or seizure by a hostile actor,
taking into account any history of diversion of such
property to an unauthorized end user.

“(6) The term ‘disposition’, with respect to ac-
countable property, includes the retrograde, destruc-
tion, demilitarization, sale, transfer, loss, and aban-
donment of such property.

“(7) The term ‘foreign terrorist organization’
means an organization so designated by the Secretary
of State under section 219 of the Immagration and

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189).
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“(8) The term ‘major defense equipment’ has the
meaning giwen such term in section 47 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2794).

“09) The term ‘significant force reposturing or
withdrawal’” means a reduction, redeployment, or con-
solidation of the United States Armed Forces that the
Secretary of Defense determanes is significant for pur-
poses of this section, including any action that—

“(A) closes, transfers, or materially reduces
the capacity of a facility of the Department of
Defense;

“(B) results in the disposition of account-
able property with an aggregate value exceeding
$10,000,000; or

“(C) reduces United States Armed Forces
personnel levels by more than 20 percent in a
gwen covered theater of operations over a 90-day
pertod.”.

(b) INITIAL BASELINE REPORT.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional defense
commattees a report that provides baseline informa-
tion regarding the disposition of accountable property

m covered theaters of operation during fiscal year
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2026 and contawns plans for the implementation of
section 2582 of title 10, Unated States Code, as added
by subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the processes and sys-
tems of the Department of Defense for the dis-
position of accountable property in covered thea-
ters of operations, including any such systems
used to record inventories of, or dispositions for,
such property.

(B) A description of any policies or proce-
dures of the Department of Defense governing
dispositions for accountable property, including
the approval procedures for covered dispositions,
and any planned updates to such policies to con-
Jorm with the requirements of such section 2582.

(C) An assessment of any gaps i data that
would affect compliance with such requirements,
and a plan and timeline to resolve any such
gaps.

(3) FOrRM.—The report required under this sub-
section shall be submaitted wn unclassified form but

may include a classified annex.
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(¢) REPORT ON SENIOR LEADER ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
CERTAIN DISPOSITIONS.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
Jfense shall submat to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report describing processes to determine ac-
countability for covered dispositions of accountable
property in connection with a significant force repos-
turing or withdrawal.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of the policies and stand-
ards applied to assess indwidual and command
responsibility  for the covered dispositions re-
ferred to in paragraph (1), including distine-
twons, 1f any, by grade, position, or component.

(B) A description of any adverse personnel
action available, and (as applicable) taken, with
respect to members of the Armed Forces as a re-
sult of such covered dispositions.

(C) An identification of the criteria used to
determane whether such covered dispositions trig-
ger a formal investigation or accountability re-

view.
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(D) Any recommendations for statutory,
requlatory, or policy changes to ensure account-
ability standards are applied consistently and
proportionately across ranks and responsibilities.
(3) FORM.—The report requirved under this sub-

section shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may include a classified annex.
(d) GAO REVIEW.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Comptroller General of the
Unated States shall review the implementation of sec-
tion 2582 of title 10, United States Code, as added
by subsection (a), including with respect to—

(A) the completeness of any tnventories sub-
matted under such section;

(B) the validity of cost comparisons used in
mmplementing such section, including any as-
sumptions used in such comparisons;

(C) the adequacy of any plan developed
under subsection (a)(5) of such section; and

(D) the frequency of, justifications for, and
execution of, sales or transfers of accountable
property for which a wawver is issued under sub-
section (b)(2)(A) of such section, including com-
pliance with the notification and reporting re-

quirements of such subsection.
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(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General shall provide to the congressional defense
committees a briefing on the results of the review
under paragraph (1).

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms “account-
able property”, “covered disposition”, “disposition”, and
“significant force reposturing or withdrawal” have the
meanings given such terms in section 2582(f) of title 10,
Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 353. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR MOTOR CAR-
RIERS TRANSPORTING DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FREIGHT.

Chapter 157 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amend-
ed by inserting after section 2631a the following new sec-
tion:

“§2631b. Certification regarding affiliations with
Chinese military companies for surface
transportation contracts

“(a) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—(1) No contract for
the transportation of cargo by motor carrier for the Depart-
ment of Defense (including contracts awarded by the Unaited
States Transportation Command or the Military Surface

Deployment and Distribution Command) may be awarded
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to, or performed by, any covered carrier unless such covered
carrier submits a certification described in subsection (D).

“(2) The requirement under paragraph (1) shall apply
to prime contractors, subcontractors, and owner-operators
at all tiers.

“(b) CONTENTS OF CERTIFICATION.—A certification
under this section shall state that, to the best of the covered
carrier’s knowledge after reasonable inquiry—

“(1) the covered carrier is not owned or con-
trolled by, and does not have significant business rela-
tionships with, any entity identified on the most re-
cent list of Chinese wmilitary companies required
under section 1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 113
note); and

“(2) the covered carrier will require the same
certification from any subcontractor or owner-oper-
ator it engages for performance of the contract.

“(¢c) FLOW-DOWN AND RECORDKEEPING.—Prime con-
tractors shall include the substance of this certification re-
quirement in all subcontracts and lease agreements for De-
partment of Defense freight transportation. Covered carriers
shall maintain records of certifications for not less than 5

years.
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“(d) PENALTIES.—Any covered carrier that knowingly
provides a false certification under this section shall be sub-
ject to suspension or debarment from Department of Defense
contracting and civil penalties under section 1001 of title
18.

“(e) IMPLEMENTATION.

The Secretary of Defense
shall prescribe regulations to vmplement this section not
later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
section, including integration into existing carrier approval
processes of the Military Surface Deployment and Distribu-
tion Command.

“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) COVERED CARRIER.—The term ‘covered car-
rier’ means any wmotor carrier, subcontractor, or
owner-operator providing surface transportation serv-
ices.

“(2) SIGNIFICANT BUSINESS RELATIONSHIPS.—
The term ‘significant business relationships’ shall
have the meaning given by the Secretary of Defense

m requlations.”.
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SEC. 354. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL SECURITY REG-

ISTRY FOR MOTOR CARRIERS HANDLING DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE FREIGHT.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subtitle IV of title 49, United
States Code, 1s amended by inserting after chapter 139 the
Jollowing:

“CHAPTER 140—SECURE DEFENSE
FREIGHT CARRIER REGISTRY

“14001. Definition of registry.
“14002. Establishment of registry.
“14003. Eligibility and approval.
“14004. Use of registry.
“§ 14001. Definition of registry

“In this chapter, the term ‘registry’ means the Secure
Defense Freight Carrier Registry established under section
14002.
“§ 14002. Establishment of registry

“Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this chapter, the Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
and in coordination with the Secretary of Defense, shall es-
tablish and maintain a registry, to be known as the ‘Secure
Defense Freight Carrier Registry’, of motor carriers ap-
proved to transport freight for the Department of Defense.
“§ 14003. Eligibility and approval

“(a) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.—To be included in

the registry, a motor carrier shall—
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“(1) hold wvalid operating authority from the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration;
“(2) meet all applicable Department of Defense
carrier qualification standards;
“(3) undergo enhanced national security vetting,
mcluding—
“(A) screeming for ownership, control, or
significant business relationships with—
“(1) an entity identified on the list
maintained by the Department of Defense
under section 1260H of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
wezation Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C.
113 note; Public Law 116-283); or
“(1n) any other foreign adversary enti-
ty designated by the Secretary of Defense;
and
“(B) verification that drivers and personnel
with access to Department of Defense freight
meet security standards comparable to those re-
quired under Transportation Worker Identifica-
tion Credential programs or other relevant Fed-
eral security programs; and
“(4) submat to periodic revetting not less fre-

quently than once every 2 years.
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“(b) APPLICATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish
a streamlined application process for inclusion on the
registry.

“(2) REQUIREMENT.—The process established
under paragraph (1) shall include coordination with
existing Department of Defense carrier approval sys-
tems.

“§ 14004. Use of registry

“(a) PROHIBITION.—Subject to subsection (b), begin-
ning 1 year after the date of the enactment of this chapter,
a motor carrier may not bid on or perform a Department
of Defense freight transportation contract unless the motor
carrier is included in the registry.

“(b) WAIVERS.—The Secretary of Defense may grant
warvers from the prohibition under subsection (a) for exi-
gent circumstances.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for subtitle
1V of title 49, United States Code, 1s amended by inserting

after the item relating to chapter 139 the following:

“140. SECURE DEFENSE FREIGHT CARRIER REG-
ISTRY ...t 140017,
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SEC. 355. PROTECTION OF PROPERTY OWNED, POSSESSED,

[E—

OR SHIPPED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FROM LIEN, ARREST, OR SEIZURE
DURING SHIPMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 157 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§2655. Property owned, possessed, or shipped by the

NolNe R e Y, e~ OV R \O)

Department of Defense: protection from

[S—
)

lien, arrest, or seizure during shipment

[E—
[

“(a) PrROHIBITION.—No carrier, port agent, ware-

[a—
(\9]

houseman, freight forwarder, broker, or other person in-
13 wolved in the transportation of cargo owned, possessed, or
14 shipped by the Department of Defense may have any lien
15 om, or hold, impound, or otherwise interfere with the trans-
16 portation of, such cargo.

17 “(b) EXEMPTION FROM ARREST OR SEIZURE.—The
18 following are not subject to lien, arrest, or seizure by judi-

19 cial process in the United States:

20 “(1) A wvessel, aircraft, motor vehicle, rail car, or
21 other conveyance owned by, possessed by, or operated
22 by or for the Department of Defense.

23 “(2) Cargo owned, possessed, or shipped by the
24 Department of Defense.

25 “(c) Avrnorrry To AccompLiSH DELIVERY.—The

26 Secretary of Defense may take such actions as may be nec-
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essary to recoup, recover, arrange for, or accomplish trans-
portation and delivery of cargo owned, possessed, or shipped
by the Department of Defense.

“(d) DELAY OF SHIPMENT FOR UNDECLARED,
MISPACKAGED, OR MISLABELED HAZARDOUS MATERIAL.—
Nothing in this section shall preclude a carrier from stop-
ping the movement of undeclared, mispackaged, mislabeled,
or otherwise noncompliant hazardous material shipments
until the hazardous material s properly offered for trans-
portation in accordance with section 5103 of title 49 and
requlations prescribed under that section.

“le) ARREST OR SEIZURE OF PROPERTY PURSUANT
170 FEDERAL CRIMINAL OR FORFEITURE LAW.—Nothing in
this section shall preclude the United States from arresting
or seizing personal property of a member of the armed forces
or employee of the Department of Defense pursuant to Fed-
eral crimanal or forfeiture law.

“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘Droker’ means a person, other
than a carrier or an employee or agent of a carrier,
that as a principal or agent sells, offers for sale, nego-
tiates for, or holds itself out by solicitation, advertise-
ment, or otherwise as selling, providing, or arranging

Jor, transportation by carrier for compensation.
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1 “(2) The term ‘carrier’ means a person, includ-
2 mg a freight forwarder, that transports passengers or
3 property in commerce by pipeline, rail, motor, air, or
4 water.

5 “(3) The term ‘freight forwarder’ means a person
6 holding such person out to the gemeral public (other
7 than as a pipeline, rail, motor, air, or water carrier)
8 to provide transportation of property for compensa-
9 tion and in the ordinary course of the business of
10 such person—
11 “(A) assembles and consolidates, or provides
12 Jor assembling and consolidating, shipments and
13 performs or provides for break-bulk and distribu-
14 tion operations of the shipments; and
15 “(B) assumes responsibility for the trans-
16 portation from the place of receipt to the place
17 of destination.”.

18 (b) EXPANSION OF COVERAGE.—Section 453(c)(5) of

19 title 37, United States Code, is amended by striking “bag-
20 gage and household goods” and inserting “‘personal prop-
21 erty”.

22 SEC. 356. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNITED STATES MARINE
23 CORPS MUSEUM SYSTEM.

24 Chapter 861 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-

25 ed by adding at the end the following new section:
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“§8617B. United States Marine Corps Museum System

“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of the Navy shall
support a system of official Marine Corps museums within
the Department of the Navy. Such system shall include the
National Museum of the United States Marine Corps and
may contain other musewms honoring individual installa-
tions, units, and branches, as designated by the Secretary
of the Navy, that meet criteria established under subsection
(b).

“(b) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of
the Navy shall establish criteria for designating museums
of subsection (a) for inclusion in the Marine Corps museum
system. Such criteria shall include—

“(1) historical significance to Marine Corps op-
erations, technology, or personnel;

“(2) public accessibility and educational out-
reach programs; and

“(3) alignment with the mission of the Marine

Corps to preserve the heritage of the Marine Corps.

“(c) CRITERIA FOR CLOSURE.—The Secretary of the
Navy shall establish criteria for the closure of museums
within the Marine Corps museum system. No museum with-
m such system may be closed until—

“(1) the Secretary of the Navy submits to the

Committees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate notice that includes—
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“(A) a plan for the preservation, storage, or
alternate display of historical collections con-
tained in the museum;

“(B) how any issues relating to museum
personnel will be resolved;

“(C) an dentification of any efforts to
maintain musewm operations through public-pri-
vate partnerships; and

“(D) an analysis of the cost to transport,
consolidate, and preserve the historical collec-
tions contained in the museum; and

“(2) period of 90 days has elapsed after the date

on which such notice is recewved by such commaittees.
“(d) FUNDING AND SUPPORT.—Consistent with appli-
cable law, the Secretary may enter into partnerships, in-
cluding with nonprofit organizations, to enhance the finan-
cial sustaimability and public engagement of the musewms
wm the Marine Corps museum system.”.
SEC. 357. REQUIREMENT FOR FIREGUARD PROGRAM.
Section 510(a) of title 32, United States Code, 1s

amended by striking “may’ and inserting “shall”.
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SEC. 358. PILOT PROGRAM FOR TESTING AND EVALUATION

OF COUNTER-FIRE UNMANNED FIRE SUP-
PRESSION AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS ON MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-

fense shall commence a three-year pilot program under

which the Secretary shall conduct testing and evaluation
of counter-fire unmanned fire suppression and remote sens-
g aireraft systems at malitary installations selected for
participation in the program. In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the effectiveness of counter-fire un-
manned aireraft systems with respect to suppressing
wildfire, improving the safety of prescribed burns,
monitoring wildfire, and responding to other fire
emergencies on military installations;

(2) assess the integration of fire suppression
drone capabilities with existing fire protection and
emergency response systems on mailitary installations;

(3) determine operational parameters, safety
protocols, and certification requirements for counter-
fire unmanned aireraft systems;

(4) for each counter-fire unmanned avreraft sys-
tem, evaluate—

(A) suppression payload delivery accuracy;
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(B) refill and turnaround time;
(C) night operations capabilities;
(D) beyond visual line-of-sight flight oper-
ations;
(E) swarm capabilities; and
(F) sustained sortie rates;
(5) analyze the cost-effectiveness and scalability
of counter-fire drone capabilities; and
(6) develop training curricula and operational
procedures for personnel operating counter-fire un-
manned aireraft systems.
(b) SELECTION OF INSTALLATIONS.—The Secretary
shall select at least one malitary installation to participate

i the pilot program. In making such a selection, the Sec-

retary shall consider

(1) geographic diversity, including climate zones
and fire risk profiles;

(2) existing fire suppression infrastructure and
capabilities;

(3) airspace availability and compatibility with
unmanned aireraft operations;

(4) proximaty to civilian communities that could
benefit from enhanced fire response capabilities; and

(5) avarlability of qualified personnel and train-

g facilities.
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(¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the commencement of the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense commattees an interim report on the pilot pro-
gram.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than six months
after the date of the completion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a final report on the pilot program.

(3) ELEMENTS OF REPORTS.—FEach report re-
quired under this subsection shall include, for the pe-
riod covered by the report—

(A) a description of each counter-fire un-
manned aircraft system tested and the perform-
ance metrics for each such system;

(B) an assessment of operational effective-
ness of each such system in fire detection and
SUPPIESSION SCENAIIOS;

(C) an analysis of the integration of each
such system with existing fire protection systems;

(D) an identification of any supplementary
mission critical use cases for each such system at

military installations;
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(E) a description of any safety incidents
and lessons learned for each such system;

(F) a cost analysis and projection of return
on 1nvestment for each such system;

(G) any recommendations for the potential
broader implementation of each such system
across the Department of Defense; and

(H) any recommendations for potential
dual-use applications of each such system in
support of civilian fire authorities.

SEC. 359. PILOT PROGRAM ON DATA COLLECTION AND
ANALYSIS IN CONNECTION WITH ARMY COM-
BAT TRAINING CENTER ROTATIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Army shall establish a pilot program to collect, store, and
analyze covered data generated dwring rotations of members
of the Armed Forces at combat training centers.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pilot program
under subsection (a) shall be to improve the realism of
training for members of the Armed Forces, enhance unit

readiness, collect observational data for application to ef-

Jorts of the Department relating to agentic artificial intel-

ligence, and support the development of secure systems and

analytic tools that enable the responsible deployment and
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1 anteroperability of the sensors specified in subsection

2 (c)(2)(A).

(¢) AcTIVITIES.—In carrying out the pilot program

under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Army shall—

(1) designate not fewer than one rotation at a
combat traiming center for the conduct of the pilot
Program;

(2) identify and evaluate technologies and proc-
esses for the collection, storage, and analysis of cov-
erved data from multiple sources during such rotation,
meluding—

(A)  soldier-borne — artificial  intelligence
small — arms  weapon  sensors and  related
networked systems; and

(B) unmanned systems;

(3) collect, store, and analyze covered data dur-
mg such rotation using such technologies and proc-
esses;

(4) analyze how data generated by the sensors
specified in paragraph (2)(A) may contribute to im-
proved lethality, survivability, and situational aware-
ness in multi-domain operations; and

(5) evaluate the cost, feasibility, and operational
benefits of permanently establishing a program for the

collection, storage, and analysis of covered data gen-
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erated during rotations of members of the Armed

Forces across combat training centers.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the com-
pletion of the pilot program under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of the Army shall provide to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
twes a briefing on the actwities, findings, and recommenda-
tions resulting from such pilot program, including the fol-
lowing:

(1) An assessment of the effectiveness and secu-
rity of incorporating data derived from sensors speci-
fied in subsection (¢)(2)(A) into training and readi-
ness analyses.

(2) Recommendations regarding the potential ex-
pansion or permanent establishment of a program for
the collection, storage, and analysis of covered data
generated during rotations of members of the Armed
Forces across combat training centers and across the
Armed Forces.

(¢) TERMINATION.—Not later than three years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the pilot program under sub-
section (a) shall terminate.

(f) COVERED DATA DEFINED.—In this section, the

term “‘covered data’ means data relating to the tactical per-

25 formance and decision-making of, and training effectiveness
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1 for, members of the Armed Forces (at the individual, team,

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

and unit levels).

SEC. 360. MINIMUM MARITIME FIREFIGHTING CAPABILITY

STANDARDS FOR NAVAL INSTALLATIONS
THAT BERTH LARGE NAVAL VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Navy shall es-

tablish minvmum maritime firefighting capability stand-
ards for naval installations that berth large naval vessels.

Such standards shall include each of the following:

(1) The minimum pumping capacity required to
support firefighting operations aboard naval vessels
moored at piers or within harbor areas.

(2) Required response times for waterside fire-
Jighting assets.

(3) The availability of firefighting foam systems
and hazardous material response capability suitable
Jor aviation fuel and shipboard fires.

(4) The integration of waterside firefighting as-
sets with shipboard damage control systems.

(5) The avarlability of redundant maritime fire-
fighting capability in the event of simultaneous emer-
gencies.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than one year

24 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary

25 of the Navy shall submat to the congressional defense com-
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mittees a plan to implement the standards established
under subsection (a) and to vmprove fire prevention at pri-
vate sector reparr yards. Such plan shall include each of
the following:

(1) An identification of installations that do not
meet the standards, as of the date of the submission
of the plan.

(2) Options for addressing capability gaps, in-
cluding procurement of fireboats, modernization of ex-
isting vessels, or agreements with municipal or port
authority fire departments.

(3) KEstimated costs associated with 1mple-
menting the plan.

(4) Mechanisms to maximaize available resources
across organizations responsible for fire safety over-
sight to better ensure contractor fire safety oversight
and alleviate the burden on members of the Navy.

(5) Options to reassess progress payment reten-
tion rate for surface ship maintenance contracts based
on an assessment of the risk to the Government.

(6) Options to reassess the ship repair limitation
of liability clause.

(7) The ncorporation of safety performance
standards into the Quality Assurance Surveillance

Plan of the Secretary.
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APPARATUS AT CERTAIN SPACE FORCE IN-
STALLATIONS.

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that at any

Space Force installation with launch and landing facili-

ties—

(1) the minvmum staffing requirements for fire-
fighters and the requirements relating to structural
and avrcraft, rescue, and firefighting apparatus pur-
suant to section 388 of the National Defense Author-
wzation Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117—
263; 10 U.S.C. 2661 note) and section 1110 of the Na-
tronal Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025
(Public Law 118-159; 10 U.S.C. note prec. 9771)
apply on a permanent basis;

(2) all fivefighting structural and avrcraft, res-
cue, and firefighting apparatus are maintained at op-
tvmum staffing levels and optvmum levels of service at
all times; and

(3) the cross-manning of firefighter personnel is
not permatted between a first due structural fire en-
gine response apparatus and an aireraft, rescue, and

Jfirefighting apparatus.
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SEC. 362. ACTIVITIES FOR EVALUATING INTEGRATION AND
INTEROPERABILITY OF TECHNOLOGIES FOR
SUBTERRANEAN OPERATIONS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Army and the Com-
mander of the United States Special Operations Command,
shall conduct recurring evaluation activities in subterra-
nean environments for the purpose of assessing the integra-
twon and interoperability of technologies supporting oper-
ations in such environments, including in conditions in-
volving the denval or degradation of the Global Positioning
System (GPS) or other contested communications condi-
tions.

(b) AcTiviTIES.—Activities conducted pursuant to
subsection (a) shall include the evaluation of technologies
supporting sensing, mapping, navigation, communications,
command and control, and situational awareness across
multiple operational systems and platforms in the denied,
degraded, and contested conditions described in subsection
(a).

(¢c) USE OF EXISTING RESOURCES.—In carrying out
this section, the Secretary of Defense shall use existing fa-
cilities, authorities, training activities, and amounts appro-

priated or otherwise available for the Department of Defense

Jor such purpose. Nothing in this section shall be construed

to require the construction of a new facility or the establish-
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ment of a new program office or standalone training activ-
ity.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
provide to the congressional defense committees a briefing
describing—

(1) the activities conducted pursuant to sub-
section (a);

(2) any operational integration or interoper-
ability challenge identified in the course of conducting
such activities; and

(3) recommendations for improving the integra-
tion and interoperability of technologies supporting
subterranean operations in denied, degraded, and
contested communications environments, including
with respect to potential transition pathways for such
technologies.

SEC. 363. IMPROVEMENTS TO OSPREY AIRCRAFT SAFETY
EFFORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that the Secretary of the Navy and the Sec-
retary of the Aiwr Force, in coordination with the Chief of
Naval Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Awr Force, and

the Commandant of the Marine Corps—
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(1) refine the joint program’s process for identi-

Jying, analyzing, and responding to all Osprey air-

craft  safety risks, ancluding incorporating and
prioritizing systems and nonsystem safety risks;

(2) refine existing oversight structures with
clearly defined roles and responsibilities for resolving
known system and nonsystem safety risks in a tvmely
manner and conduct periodic reviews of efforts to re-
solve those risks;

(3) assess safety-related information sharing
agreements and update the agreements as needed to
ensure that a process exists to proactively share rel-
evant safety information from hazard and accident
reporting with Osprey wunits and unit safety per-
sonnel across the Armed Forces and ensure timely re-
ceipt of such information;

(4) establish a routine method, such as a recur-
ring multiservice conference, to share information on
Osprey aircraft knowledge and emergency procedures
across the joint force; and

(5) maintain a method to share information, 1m-
mediately or near-immediately, on essential Osprey
avreraft safety of flight information and changes to

safety processes across the joint force.
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(b) CERTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 60
days after the requirements under subsection (a) have been
vmplemented, the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary
of the Awr Force shall each provide to the Commattees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of representa-
tives a certification—

(1) verifying that the requirements have been im-
plemented; and

(2) adentifying any changes made to comply
with such requirements by the Armed Forces under
the jurisdiction of the certifying Secretary.

SEC. 364. ARMY PILOT PROGRAM ON ELECTRONIC AMMUNI-
TION SIMULATION FOR SMALL ARMS TRAIN-
ING.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the Army
shall carry out a pilot program to evaluate the integration
of electronic ammunition simulation systems into small
arms training across the Army.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pilot program are
to—

(1) 1mprove individual and collective small arms
proficiency through increased training repetitions
and enhanced training realism;

(2) enable safe training with assigned weapon

systems 1n a broad range of environments, including
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non-range locations, as determined appropriate by the
Secretary;

(3) reduce costs and logistics burdens associated
with the procurement, storage, distribution, and dis-
posal of blank ammunition;

(4) reduce safety risks associated with blank am-
munition, including negligent discharges and live-
blank ammunition mixing incidents; and

(5) assess the feasibility and scalability of inte-
grating electronic ammunition simulation systems
with traiming environments of the Armed Forces.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Army
shall designate the Capability Program Executive for
Simulation, Training, Test, and Threat as the lead
actor responsible for carrying out the pilot program.

(2) OVERSIGHT.—The Secretary of the Army
shall desygnate a senior official within the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition,
Logistics, and Technology as the lead actor respon-
sible for providing oversight of the pilot program.

(d) SELECTION OF TRAINING ENVIRONMENTS.—The

23 Secretary of the Army shall select not fewer than four train-

24 ing environments with respect to which the Secretary shall
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1 carry out the pilot program under subsection (a), which

2 shall include, at a minimum—

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) one Advanced Camp training event, regional
traiming event, or other training event carried out at
a Reserve Officers” Training Corps training site;

(2) ome rotation at a combat training center;

(3) one basic combat training activity; and

(4) one brigade-level or battalion-level collective
training event carried out at an operational military
wnstallation.

(e) AcTIVITIES.—In carrying out the pilot program,

the Secretary of the Army shall—

(1) integrate electronic ammunition svmulation
systems into training for legacy and next-generation
small arms provided through the training environ-
ments selected under subsection (d), including in con-
nection with qualification ranges and force-on-force
exercises;

(2) evaluate the interoperability of electronic am-
munition simulation systems with legacy and suc-
cessor systems for simulated engagement, including
the Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement System
and synthetic training environments;

(3) assess the integrated traiming carried out

pursuant to paragraph (1) with respect to effective-
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ness, cost savings, safety improvements, and

scalability across training environments of the Armed

Forces, including the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

of the Armed Forces; and

(4) develop and validate associated training tac-
tics, procedures, and sustainment requirements for
potential expansion of such integrated training.

(f) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS.—The pilot program
under subsection (a) shall supplement, and neither supplant
nor duplicate, modernization efforts relating to synthetic
training environments and other activities for the mod-
ernization of force-on-force training.

(9) BRIEFINGS.—

(1) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall provide to the congres-
stonal defense commattees an interim briefing on the
pilot program under subsection (a) that includes—

(A) evaluation metrics for the pilot pro-
gram;

(B) an identification of the training envi-
ronments selected under subsection (d); and

(C) the plan of the Secretary for the inte-

gration of activities under the pilot program
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1 with respect to such selected training environ-
2 ments.

3 (2) FINAL BRIEFING.—Not later than March 1,
4 2028, the Secretary of the Army shall provide to the
5 congressional defense committees a final briefing on
6 the pilot program wunder subsection (a) that in-
7 cludes—

8 (A) the results of the assessment required
9 under subsection (e)(3), including, with respect
10 to cost savings, a comparison between the cost of
11 the integrated training provided pursuant to the
12 pilot program with the cost of training using
13 blank ammunition; and

14 (B) recommendations regarding—

15 (1) the continuation, expansion, or ter-
16 maination of the pilot program; and

17 (11) with respect to such potential con-
18 tinuation or expansion, recommendations
19 Jor the transition to acquisition of electronic
20 ammunition sitmulation systems.
21 (h) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out the

22 pilot program under subsection (a) shall terminate on Sep-

23 tember 30, 2031.
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SEC. 365. PILOT PROGRAM ON HYDROPHOBIN-BASED BIO-

MANUFACTURED TREATMENT AS FLAME-RE-
SISTANT AND WATER-REPELLENT TREAT-
MENTS FOR MILITARY UNIFORMS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the Army
shall establish a pilot program, to be carried out through
the Unated States Army Combat Capabilities Development
Command Soldier Center, to evaluate the feasibility, per-
Jormance, and scalability of hydrophobin-based biomanu-
Jactured treatments as flame-resistant and water-repellent
treatments for military textile systems, including as poten-
tral alternatives to conventional chemacal treatments cur-
rently used in Department of Defense uniforms.

(b) SELECTION OF CONTRACTORS.—In carrying out
the pilot program, the Secretary shall prioritize partner-
shaps with entities that—

(1) demonstrate domestic biomanufacturing ca-
pability within the United States;

(2) wuse advanced biotechnology to produce
hydrophobin proteins or related bioderived compounds
suitable for textile performance applications; and

(3) possess the capability to transition successful
pilot outcomes into large-scale textile finishing or
coating processes supporting Department of Defense

procurement.
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(¢c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than three years
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Army shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the results of the pilot program, includ-
g recommendations regarding potential integration of
hydrophobin-based biomanufactured treatments into De-
partment of Defense military textile systems.

(d) DURATION.—The authority to carry out a pilot
program under this section shall terminate four years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Active Forces

SEC. 401. END STRENGTHS FOR ACTIVE FORCES.
The Armed Forces are authorized strengths for active
duty personnel as of September 30, 2027, as follows:
(1) The Army, 469,000.
(2) The Navy, 356,600.
(3) The Marine Corps, 173,700.
(4) The Awr Force, 330,400.

(5) The Space Force, 13,200.
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1 Subtitle B—Reserve Forces
SEC. 411. END STRENGTHS FOR SELECTED RESERVE.
(a) IN GENERAL—The Armed Forces are authorized

strengths for Selected Reserve personnel of the reserve com-

2

3

4

5 ponents as of September 30, 2027, as follows:
6 (1) The Army National Guard of the United
7 States, 331,300.

8 (2) The Army Reserve, 172,000.

9

(3) The Navy Reserve, 56,500.

10 (4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 34,700.

11 (5) The Awr National Guard of the Unaited
12 States, 107,400.

13 (6) The Avwr Force Reserve, 67,400.

14 (7) The Coast Guard Reserve, 8,500.

15 (b) END STRENGTH REDUCTIONS.—The end strengths

16 prescribed by subsection (a) for the Selected Reserve of any

17 reserve component shall be proportionately reduced by—

18 (1) the total authorized strength of units orga-
19 nized to serve as units of the Selected Reserve of such
20 component which are on actiwe duty (other than for
21 training) at the end of the fiscal year; and

22 (2) the total number of individual members not
23 o units organized to serve as units of the Selected
24 Reserve of such component who are on active duty
25 (other than for training or for unsatisfactory partici-
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pation i training) without their consent at the end

of the fiscal year.

(¢) END STRENGTH INCREASES.—Whenever units or
mdividual members of the Selected Reserve of any reserve
component are released from active duty during any fiscal
year, the end strength prescribed for such fiscal year for
the Selected Reserve of such reserve component shall be in-
creased proportionately by the total authorized strengths of
such units and by the total number of such individual mem-
bers.

SEC. 412. END STRENGTHS FOR RESERVES ON ACTIVE
DUTY IN SUPPORT OF THE RESERVES.

Within the end strengths prescribed in section 411(a),
the reserve components of the Armed Forces are authorized,
as of September 30, 2027, the following number of Reserves
to be serving on full-time active duty or full-time duty, in
the case of members of the National Guard, for the purpose
of organizing, administering, recruiting, instructing, or
training the reserve components:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United

States, 31,154.

(2) The Army Reserve, 16,511.
(3) The Navy Reserve, 10,409.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 2,400.
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(5) The Awr National Guard of the Unaited

States, 25,533.

(6) The Avwr Force Reserve, 6,278.

SEC. 413. END STRENGTHS FOR MILITARY TECHNICIANS
(DUAL STATUS).

The minimum number of military technicians (dual
status) as of the last day of fiscal year 2027 for the reserve
components of the Army and the Awr Force (notwith-
standing section 129 of title 10, United States Code) shall
be the following:

(1) For the Army National Guard of the United

States, 21,294.

(2) For the Army Reserve, 6,258.
(3) For the Air National Guard of the United

States, 10,405.

(4) For the Air Force Reserve, 6,455.

SEC. 414. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RESERVE PERSONNEL AU-
THORIZED TO BE ON ACTIVE DUTY FOR
OPERATIONAL SUPPORT.

During fiscal year 2027, the maximum number of
members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces who
may be serving at any time on full-time operational sup-
port duty under section 115(b) of title 10, United States

Code, s the following:
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(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 17,000.
(2) The Army Reserve, 13,000.
(3) The Navy Reserve, 6,200.
(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 3,000.
(5) The Awr National Guard of the Unated
States, 16,000.
(6) The Awr Force Reserve, 14,000.
SEC. 415. AUTHORIZED STRENGTHS: SENIOR ENLISTED
MEMBERS ON ACTIVE DUTY OR ON FULL-TIME
NATIONAL GUARD DUTY FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION OF THE MARINE CORPS RESERVE.
Section 12012(a) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is
amended by striking that part of the table pertaining to
the Marine Corps Reserve and inserting the following:

“Marine Corps Reserve:

T,700 oo 68 18
J,200 e 75 20
2,300 ieveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 81 21
L4000 oo 87 23
2,500 oo 93 24
Jy600 v 99 26
T,700 oo 106 28
1,800 e 112 29
2,900 oo 118 31
20000 oo 124 33
2700 e 130 34
2,200 .o 137 36
2300 oo 143 37
2400 v 149 39
2,500 v 155 11
2600 —oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 161 12
2700 e 168 14
2800 e 171 16
2,900 e 180 47
31000 ieveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 186 19”.
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Subtitle C—Authorization of
Appropriations
SEC. 421. MILITARY PERSONNEL.
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—HFunds are

hereby authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2027

Jor the use of the Armed Forces and other activities and

agencies of the Department of Defense for expenses, not oth-
erwise provided for, for military personnel, as specified in
the funding table in section 4401.

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—The author-
wzation of appropriations in the subsection (a) supersedes
any other authorization of appropriations (definite or in-

definite) for such purpose for fiscal year 2027.
TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL
POLICY
Subtitle A—Officer Policy and
Reserve Component Management
SEC. 501. FLEXIBILITY IN REQUIREMENTS OF SELECTION
BOARDS: COMPOSITION; CONVENING.
(a) CONSIDERATION OF TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS
OF OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY DES-
IGNATED FOR LIMITED DuUTY.—Section 612(a)(2) of title
10, United States Code, is amended—
(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting “and (C)”
after “subparagraph (B)”’; and
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(2) by inserting a new subparagraph (C):
“(C) A selection board need not include an officer from
a competitive category to be considered by the board when
considering officers designated for limited duty under sec-
tion 8146 of this title.”.
(b) SELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR CONTINUATION ON

AcTivE Dury.—

(1) OFFICERS IN TIHE GRADE OF 0-3 OR O-4.—
Section 637 of title 10, United States Code, s amend:-
ed, i subsection (a)(1)—

(A) by striking “he s selected for continu-
ation on active duty by a selection board con-
vened under section 611(b) of this title.” and in-
serting an em dash; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(A) the officer is selected for continuation on
active duty by a selection board convened under sec-
tion 611(b) of thas title; or

“(B) the Secretary concerned recommends all of-
ficers, whom the Secretary finds to be fully qualified,
Jfor continuation on active duty.”

(2) REGULAR OFFICERS IN THE GRADE OF 0O-5
OR 0-6.—Such section s further amended, in sub-

section (b)(1)—

*HR 8800 RH



O o0 N N W BB W

[ w—
e

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

271
(A4) by striking “he 1is selected for continu-
ation on active duty by a selection board con-
vened under section 611(b) of this title.” and in-
serting an em dash; and
(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(A) the officer 1is selected for continuation on
actwe duty by a selection board convened under sec-
tion 611(b) of this title; or

“(B) the Secretary concerned recommends all of-
ficers, whom the Secretary finds to be fully qualified,
Jor continuation on active duty.”.

SEC. 502. REQUIREMENTS FOR REMOVAL OF CERTAIN GEN-
ERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS.

Chapter 49 of title 10, Unated States Code, s amended
by inserting after section 974 the following new section:
“§975. Notice of removal of certain general and flag

officers

“Not later than five days after the date on which an
officer in a grade above O-8 is removed from, transferred
from, or relieved of duty in, a position designated under
section 601(a) of this title or by law to carry such grade,
the Secretary of Defense shall submait to the Commaittees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-

twes a report in writing that describes the performance con-
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cerns, actions, or inactions of that officer that are cause

for such removal, transfer, or relief of duty.”.

SEC. 503. RANKS OF JUDGE ADVOCATES GENERAL.

(a) ArRMY.—Section 7037(a) of title 10, Unated States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the following: “The
Judge Advocate General, while so serving, has the grade of
lieutenant general. An officer appointed as Deputy Judge
Advocate General who holds a lower reqular grade shall be
appointed in the reqular grade of major general.”.

(b) MARINE CoOrpPS.—Section 8046(a) of title 10,
Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the
Jollowing: “If the officer to be appointed as the Staff Judge
Advocate to the Commandant of the Marine Corps holds a
grade lower than the grade of lieutenant general imme-
diately before the appointment, the officer shall be ap-
pointed in the grade of lieutenant general.”.

(d) NAVY —

(1) THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.—-Section

8088(b) of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended

by adding at the end the following: “The Judge Advo-

cate General, while so serving, has the grade of vice
admaral or lieutenant general, as appropriate.”.
(2) THE DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.—

Section 8089(a)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is

amended by adding at the end the following: “If an
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officer appointed as the Deputy Judge Advocate Gen-

eral holds a lower reqular grade, the officer shall be
appointed in the reqular grade of rear admiral or
magjor general, as appropriate.”.

(f) AIr FORCE.—

(1) THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.—Section
9037(a) of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended
by adding at the end the following: “The Judge Advo-
cate General, while so serving, has the grade of lieu-
tenant general.”.

(2) THE DEPUTY JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL.—
Section 9037(d)(1) of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following: “An offi-
cer appointed as Deputy Judge Advocate General who
holds a lower reqular grade shall be appointed in the
reqular grade of major general.”.

504. GRADES OF CERTAIN CHIEFS OF RESERVE COM-
PONENTS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) CHIEF OF ARMY RESERVE.—Section 7038(b)
of title 10, Unated States Code, s amended by strik-
g paragraph (4) and inserting the following new
paragraph:

“(4) The Chief of Army Reserve, while so serving, holds

25 the grade of lieutenant general.”.
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(2) CHIEF OF NAVY RESERVE.—~Section 8083(D)

of such title s amended by striking paragraph (4)

and inserting the following new paragraph:

“(4) The Chief of Navy Reserve, while so serving, holds
the grade of vice admiral. .

(3) COMMANDER, MARINE FORCES RESERVE.—

Section 8084(Dh) of such title 1s amended by striking

paragraph (4) and inserting the following new para-

graph:

“(4) The Commander, Marine Forces Reserve, while so
serving, holds the grade of lieutenant general. .

(4) CHIEF OF AIR FORCE RESERVE.—~Section

9038(b) of such title is amended by striking para-

graph (4) and inserting the following new paragraph:

“(4) The Chuef of Air Force Reserve, while so serving,
holds the grade of lieutenant general.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the day that is one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and shall apply to
appointments made on or after such day.

SEC. 505. GRADE OF CHIEF OF THE VETERINARY CORPS OF
THE ARMY.

Section 7084 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-

ed—
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(1) by striking “The Chief” and inserting “(a)
APPOINTMENT.—The Chief”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(b) GRADE.—The Chief of the Veterinary Corps of the
Army, while so serving, holds the grade of brigadier gen-
eral.”.

SEC. 506. LIMITATION ON THE TRANSFER TO THE SPACE
FORCE OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS OF THE AIR
NATIONAL GUARD.

Section 514 of the National Defense Authorization Act
Jor Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159; 10 U.S.C.
20001 note) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (k) as subsection

(1); and

(2) by wnserting after subsection (j) the following

new subsection (k):

“(k) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to—

“(1) authorize the tranmsfer of a member of the

Awr National Guard of the United States more than

once under subsection (c); or

“(2) establish a wawver of the applicability of

any provision of section 104 of title 32, United States
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1 Code, or of section 18238 of title 10, United States
2 Code.”.

3 SEC. 507. INCLUSION OF JUDGE ADVOCATES IN GLOBAL
4 FORCE MANAGEMENT PROCESSES.

5 Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment
6 of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that Global
7 Force Management plans and processes—

8 (1) specifically address the assignment and allo-
9 cation of active duty and reserve judge advocates; and
10 (2) convey information on the staffing avail-
11 ability of judge advocates in a manner that enables
12 combatant commanders to readily determine the num-
13 ber of judge advocates who are available for perma-
14 nent assignment to the combatant commands in the
15 event of an armed conflict.

16 SEC. 508. ROLE OF MILITARY CHAPLAINS.

17 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
18 sure—

19 (1) a covered military chaplain 1is able to pro-
20 vide pastoral counseling, including emotional, moral,
21 or behavioral assistance counseling;

22 (2) a covered military chaplain 1is able to pro-
23 vide pastoral counseling with respect to matters not
24 strictly related to spiritual counseling; and
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(3) that privileged communications between cov-
ered military chaplains and members of the Army,

Navy, Awr Force, Marine Corps, or Space Force are

protected.

(b) COVERED MILITARY CHAPLAIN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “covered wmilitary chaplain™ means a
chaplain in the Army, Navy, Awr Force, Marine Corps, or
Space Foree.

Subtitle B—Recruitment, General
Service Authorities and Prohibi-
tions, and Military Records

SEC. 511. RECRUITMENT: IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO

SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Section 503(c)(1)(A) of title 10, Unated States Code,
18 amended—

(1) wn clause (1), by striking “; and” and insert-
mg a semaicolon;

(2) in clause (111)—

(4) by inserting “academic grades, sexes,”
after “student names,”; and

(B) by striking the period at the end and
mserting ; and”; and
(3) by adding at the end the following new

clause:
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“(w) i addition to the requirement under clause

(11), shall, upon the request of a military recruiter for

the purpose described in clause (1), provide at least

Jour wsits to each secondary school across each aca-

demic year, between classes, when students are phys-

wcally present, and in a manner that does not inter-
fere with class attendance and, after reasonable no-
tice, in meeting spaces (including auditoriums), at
athletic functions, and at other group or social activi-
tres.”.
SEC. 512. PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION IN PERSONNEL AS-
SIGNED TO DUTY WITH A SERVICE REVIEW
AGENCY; REPORT ON REVIEWS OF CERTAIN
DISCHARGES RELATED TO PTSD.

(a) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION IN PERSONNEL AS-
SIGNED 10 DUty WITH A SERVICE REVIEW AGENCY.—Sec-
tion 1559(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by striking “Before December 31, 2025”7 and inserting
“During the period beginning on the date of the enactment
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2027 and ending on December 31, 2030”.

(b) REPORT ON TIME REQUIRED FOR A BOARD TO
CONSIDER A REVIEW OF A DISCHARGE OR DISMISSAL

From tiHE ARMED FORCES BASED ON MATTERS RELATING

*HR 8800 RH



279

1 170 POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDEER OR TRAUMATIC

2 BRAIN INJURY.—

3

© o 9 o W A
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(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, acting through the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness, 1 coordination with the Secretaries of the
military departments, shall submat to the Com-
mattees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report regarding the
periods required for a board established under
section 1552 or 1553 of title 10, Unated States
Code, to make a determination i a case imvolv-
ing liberal consideration.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include
the following:

(1) An analysis of the time such peri-
ods, disaggregated by mailitary department.

(11) An explanation of the differences
between such periods, disaggregated by mali-
tary department.

(111) The number of personnel assigned

to review, process, and consider such cases.
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(1v) Recommendations of the Secretary
of Defense to expedite the consideration of
such cases.

(C) Form.—The report shall be submitted
m unclassified form.

(D) PUBLICATION.—The executive summary
of the report shall be published on a publicly ac-
cessible website of the Department of Defense.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
submitting the report, the Secretary of Defense shall
provide to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and House of Representatives a briefing on the
Jindings, conclusions, and recommendations of such
report.

(3) LIBERAL CONSIDERATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “liberal consideration™ is used as
such term 1s used in section 1552(h) and 1553(d) of
title 10, Unated States Code.

SEC. 513. SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM: OMISSION OF DE-
CEASED PERSONS FROM REGISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 3 of the Military Selective
Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3802), as amended by section 535
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026 (Public Law 119-60), is further amended by adding

at the end the following new subsection:
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“(c) In carrying out subsection (a), the Director shall
not register a person whose name appears in the Death
Master File (as such term 1is defined in section 203 of the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-167; 42
U.S.C. 1306¢)).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by this
section shall take effect as if included wn the enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2026.

SEC. 514. REQUIREMENT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, RACIAL
NEUTRALITY, AND EXCLUSIVE USE OF MERIT
IN MILITARY PERSONNEL ACTIONS.

(a) MERIT REQUIREMENT.—Any Department of De-

fense malitary personnel action related to accessions, pro-

motions, nominative assignments, command selection, and
malitary and civil schooling selection and traiming shall be
based exclusively on individual merit, fitness, capability,
and performance.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF RACE PROHIBITED.—Consid-
eration of an individual’s race, ethnicity, or national origin
moany military personnel action is prohibited throughout
the Department of Defense.

(¢) LIMITED EXCEPTION FOR TASKING OF SPECIFIC

MISSIONS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not be con-
strued to prohibit tasking for specific, unconventional
missions in foreign countries, where the anticipated
ground operating environment of indigenous popu-
lations may justify consideration of race, ethnicity, or
national origin when tasking for the mission to opti-
mize MISSION SUCCESS.

(2) COMBATANT COMMANDER APPROVAL RE-
QUIRED.—Any tasking pursuant to the exception de-
seribed in paragraph (1) shall require the approval of
the combatant commander concerned.

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than
60 days after a tasking pursuant to the exception de-
seribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense
shall report the tasking to the Commattees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
twves. The report shall describe—

(A) the mission, including location and du-
ration;

(B) the staffing of the mission;

(C) the demographic factors warranting the
tasking;

(D) the number of personnel involved, in-
cluding their rank, position, and race, ethnicity,

and national origin; and
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(E) the rationale for the tasking.

SEC. 515. PROHIBITION OF HATE SYMBOLS: REGULATIONS;

GUIDANCE; TRAINING.

(a) PrROIIBITION.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense

shall prescribe in requlations—

(1) a policy of the Department of Defense that
prohibits the display, possession for display, or use of
a hate symbol in the workplace or in connection with
official duties, including on the body, uniform, civil-
an work attire, personal equipment, government
property, or digital work platforms, including
through a tattoo, brand, wnsignia, patch, apparel, or
electronic imagery;

(2) standards for identifying and addressing
prohibited hate symbols; and

(3) procedures to review a determination under
such policy, order the removal of a symbol determined
to be a hate symbol, or other remediation consistent
with applicable law.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The policy under subsection (a) shall

22 not prohibit the good-faith display or use of a symbol for

23 a legitimate religious, educational, intelligence, law enforce-

24 ment, or investigative purpose. To determine whether such
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1 display or use is subject to an exception under this sub-

2 section, the Secretary shall consider—

3
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(1) the historical and cultural meaning of the
symbol;

(2) the manner, context, and location wn which
the symbol 1s displayed;

(3) whether the symbol is associated with an ex-
tremist organization or ideology;

(4) whether the display would reasonably be in-
terpreted as communicating support for hatred, dis-
crimination, or violent extremism;

(5) applicable constitutional and statutory law;
and

(6) religious accommodations.

(¢) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) issue guidance and reference materials, devel-
oped 1n consultation with subject matter experts, to
assist commanding officers, supervisors, human re-
sources personnel, and investigators, regarding the
identification of hate symbols; and

(2) review, in consultation with civil rights ex-
perts and organizations with recognized expertise in

hate and extremist symbols, and update such guid-
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ance not less than once every 36 months after such

issuance.

(d) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall incorporate in-
struction on the policy and guidance under this section into
existing traiming programs for members of the covered
Armed Forces and civilian employees of the Department of
Defense.

(e¢) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days after the
Secretary prescribes regulations under subsection (a), the
Secretary of a military department or head of a Defense
agency shall certify to the Secretary of Defense whether their
subordinate members of the covered Armed Forces or civil-
wan employees subordinate have implemented the regula-
tions. guidance, and traiming under this section.

(f) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the Commaittees on Armed Services of the Senate
and House of Representatives a briefing detailing the im-
plementation of this section.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “hate symbol” means any symbol,
vmage, msignia, emblem, tattoo, sign, coded designa-
tion, or other visual representation that, in context,

would be reasonably understood to promote violence

*HR 8800 RH



286
or unlawful discrimination against a person or group
based on a protected identity characteristic.
(2) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Aiwr Force, or Space

Foree.

SEC. 516. TIMELY RESOLUTION OF CAREER-IMPACTING AD-

MINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS.

(a) PoOLICY REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
Jfense shall prescribe a policy applicable to covered adminis-

trative investigations. Such policy shall include—

(1) standard timelines for initiation, investiga-
tion, legal review, command action, and final disposi-
tion of covered administrative investigations;

(2) a requirement that an extension of a stand-
ard timeline described in paragraph (1) be approved
by an appropriate official in writing that includes an
explanation of the reasons for the extension, an iden-
tification of the investigative steps remaining, and an
expected date of completion of those steps;

(3) a requirement that any covered administra-
twe investigation of a member of the Armed Forces
that includes the suspension of a favorable personnel
action for such member during the period of inves-

tigation—
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(A) that is open for 90 days or more may
only continue if the investigation 1s approved by
the first general officer, flag officer, or member of
the Senior Executive Service in the chain of
command of the member of the Armed Forces
that 1s the subject of such investigation; and

(B) 1is reviewed not less than once every 30
days during the period of investigation to deter-
mine whether such suspension 1s necessary and
narrowly tailored to address the particular con-
cern being investigated;

(4) a requirement that prior to initiation of a
covered administrative investigation, or continuation
of a closed covered administrative investigation, based
substantially on allegations occurring outside of an
applicable reporting period, the mvestigating author-
ity make a determination in writing as to—

(A) the reason for the delay in reporting
such allegations;

(B) the availability and reliability of wit-
nesses;

(C) the availability of documentary or elec-
tronic evidence;

(D) whether a complete and fair inquiry

can be conducted; and
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(E) whether an alternative to an investiga-
tion 1s more appropriate;

(5) a requirement that a member who s the sub-
ject of a covered administrative investigation be given
reasonable opportunity to provide evidence and iden-
tify witnesses;

(6) a requirement that a member who is the sub-
ject of a covered administrative investigation be given
written notice of proposed actions, findings, rec-
ommendations, and supporting evidence prior to a
Jinal adverse administrative action;

(7) a requirement that investigators assigned to
a covered administrative investigation be screened for
potential conflicts of interest prior to being so as-
signed;

(8) a requirement that a member who is the sub-
ject a covered administrative investigation be given
an opportunity to request relief from a suspension of
a favorable personnel action for purposes of a perma-
nent change of station, reassignment, military school-
g, retirement, or other personnel action when no de-
rogatory finding has been made within the standard
timelines required by paragraph (1); and

(9) a requirement that the Secretaries of the

military departments regularly review policy and
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practices with respect to covered administrative inves-

tigations to ensure such investigations comply with

the requirements of this section and other applicable
laws and policies.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the congressional defense commattees a report on
the implementation of the policy required by subsection (a),
mcluding—

(1) the number of covered administrative inves-
tigations initiated during the preceding fiscal year;

(2) the number of such investigations exceeding
30, 60, 90, and 180 days in length;

(3) the number of such investigations that in-
cluded a suspension of favorable personnel action dur-
g the period of the imvestigation;

(4) the number of such investigations that re-
sulted i a delay of a permanent change of station,
reassignment, military schooling, retirement, or other
personnel action;

(5) the number of such investigations resulting
m substantiated, partially substantiated, unsubstan-

twated, or dismissed findings;
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(6) the average and median duration of covered
admanistrative vnvestigations by  military  depart-
ment;

(7) the number of such investigations based sub-
stantially on allegations reported outside an applica-
ble requlatory reporting period;

(8) the number of covered administrative inves-
tigations reviewed for consistency with this section
and other applicable laws and policies; and

(9) recommendations for legislative or adminis-
trative action.

(¢) COVERED ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term “‘covered administrative
mvestigation” means any non-criminal inquiry or inves-

tigation that results in or is reasonably like to result in—

(1) suspension of a favorable personnel action
during the period of investigation or as a result of the
mvestigation;

(2) delay or denial of permanent change of sta-
tion, reassignment, military schooling, retirement, or
other personnel action;

(3) adverse administrative action;

(4) filing of adverse information in the personnel

file of the member; or
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(5) other material career vmpact, as determined
by the Secretary concerned.

SEC. 517. PROHIBITION ON USE OF PREDICTION MARKETS
BY PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) REQULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in consultation with the Secretaries of
the military departments, shall issue requlations prohib-
wting members of the covered Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the Department of Defense from entering into
transactions on prediction markets in cases in which the
member or employee—

(1) at the time of the transaction, possesses mate-
rial nonpublic information relevant to such trans-
action; or

(2) may reasonably obtain such material non-
public information in the course of performing official
duties, including when such information would not
otherwise be available to a member of the public exer-
cising reasonable diligence.

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—The regulations under subsection
(a) shall specify a range of punishments for the use of pre-
diction markets in violation of the regulations.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) The term “covered Armed Forces” means the

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space

Force.

(2) Term “material nonpublic information”
means information—

(A) that a reasonable investor would con-
sider important wn making an investment deci-
swon; and

(B) that is not publicly available.

SEC. 518. PILOT PROGRAM ON MODERNIZATION OF DRUG
TESTING USING VOICE-BASED RISK ASSESS-
MENT.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Defense may
carry out a pilot program to evaluate the use of automated,
voice-based risk assessment technology to support targeted
drug testing of members of the Armed Forces to determine
if such technology can improve the efficiency, cost-effective-
ness, and operational readiness of the drug testing programs
of the Department of Defense by enabling risk-informed test-
g 1 place of universal wrinalysis.

(b) ELEMENTS.—If the Secretary of Defense carries out
the pilot program under subsection (a), such pilot program
shall—

(1) make use of automated, voice-based risk as-

sessment technology;

*HR 8800 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG I NS R N e e T e e T e T e e
[ B N O N N = = NN - BN B o) W ) LR ~S O I NO S e

293
(2) be executed as part of the Drug Demand Re-

duction Program of the Department of Defense;

(3) be conducted consistent with the goals of the
drug testing program, including deterrence and to as-
sess the security, military fitness, readiness, good
order, and discipline of commands;

(4) be conducted wn a manner that allows the re-
sults to be used for punitive or other appropriate ac-
tions; and

(5) be conducted in a manner that protects indi-
vidual privacy and complies with applicable law and
Department policy.

(¢c) REPORT—If the Secretary of Defense carries out
the pilot program under subsection (a), not later than one
year after the date on which the Secretary of Defense estab-
lishes such pilot, the Secretary shall submat to the congres-
stonal defense committees an assessment of such pilot pro-
gram, including the vmpact of the use of automated, voice-
based risk assessment technology as described in subsection
(a) on testing volume, cost savings, personnel time, and
operational readiness.

(d) TERMINATION.—If the Secretary of Defense carries
out the pilot program under subsection (a), such pilot pro-
gram shall terminate on the date that is three years after

the date on which such pilot program is established.
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SEC. 519. SOLDIER DIGITAL LIFECYCLE MODERNIZATION

INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Army shall
carry out a pilot program to design, develop, and imple-
ment an initiative to be known as the “Soldier Digital
Lafecycle Modernization Initiative” to provide members of
the Army, prospective recruits to the Army, and veterans
of the Army with a secure, digital experience through the
lifecycle of a member of the Army, including during recruit-
ment and after separation.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The pilot program under subsection
(a) shall—

(1) be carried out consistent with Executive

Order 14338 (90 Fed. Reg. 163, relating to Improving

Our Nation Through Better Design) and Office of

Management and Budget Memorandum M-23-22 re-

lating to Delivering a Digital-First Public Experience

or any successor Executive order or Office of Manage-
ment and Budget memoranduwm;

(2) make use of existing digital infrastructure
and systems of the Army;

(3) include establishment a secure digital iden-
tity record enabling continuity of data from recruit-
ment into the Army through separation and transi-

tion to being a veteran;
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(4) wnclude development of a unified experience
platform for members of the Army that provides inte-
grated, role-based, and personalized digital services;

(5) wnclude modernization of routine administra-
tiwe workflows to reduce manual processing and data
reentry;

(6) anclude deployment of analytics and deci-
ston-support tools to inform readiness and retention
decisions; and

(7) anclude enhancement of digital transition
pathways to support separation from the Armed
Forces and continued engagement with veterans.

(¢c) COMMERCIAL BEST PRACTICES.—In carrying out

the pilot program required by subsection (a), the Secretary
shall, to the maximum extent practicable and cost-effective,
make use of commercially available technologies, modular
architectures, and open standards to accelerate delivery and

VMProve user experience.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall
submit to the congressional defense commattees a report de-

seribing—

(1) the implementation plan for the initiative;
(2) key design and integration mailestones;

(3) estimated costs by fiscal year;
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(4) performance metrics to measure vmprove-
ments in user experience, administrative burden re-
duction, retention indicators, and transition out-
comes; and
(5) any additional authorities the Secretary de-
termines are required.

(¢) TERMINATION.—The pilot program required by

subsection (a) shall terminate on the date that is three years
after the date of the establishment of such pilot program.

SEC. 519A. AUTHORITY TO STUDY THE PROPENSITY OF

CERTAIN STUDENTS TO SERVE IN THE
ARMED FORCES.
(a) STUDY.—
(1) AGREEMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
seek to enter into an agreement—
(A) with an entity described in paragraph
(2) pursuant to which such entity shall conduct
a comprehensive study on the propensity to serve
of malitary-connected students; and
(B) not later than year after the date of the
enactment of this Act.
(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—An entity described in
this paragraph is a national nonprofit organization

that—
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(A) focuses on the educational environment
of military-connected youth;

(B) is a partner to an institution of higher
education; and

(C) has demonstrated expertise in research,
mixed-methods methodology, or adolescent devel-
opment.

(3) ScoPE.—Such study shall—

(A) examine the relationship between famaily
military — tradition  and  legacy, including
generational service, parvental attitudes toward
service in the Armed Forces, and household maili-
tary culture, and a student’s propensity to serve
i the Armed Forces;

(B) assess the relationship between aca-
demic environmental factors (including partici-
pation i JROTC, access to military-affiliated
mentors and counselors, and type of school) and
the propensity to serve;

(C) evaluate the role of peer support pro-
gramming in  shaping plans after secondary
school among malitary-connected students;

(D) catalog factors that enhance or detract

from the propensity to serve identified by maili-
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tary-connected students, their parents or guard-

wans, and school personnel; and

(E) aggregate findings by subgroup, includ-

mg by grade level, gender, race, ethnicity, geo-

graphic region, and school type.

(4) METHODOLOGY.—Study shall be conducted—

*HR 8800 RH

(A) using mixed methods, including—

(1) a quantitative survey administered
to a nationally representative sample of not
fewer than 1,500 malitary-connected stu-
dents, using a purpose-built and validated
mstrument  measuring the propensity to
serve, family malitary legacy, JROTC par-
ticipation, and school environment; and

(11) semi-structured qualitative inter-
views with not fewer than 60 participants,
wmeluding malitary-connected students, their
parents or guardians, JROTC instructors,
school counselors, school Liaison officers, and
program coordinators; and
(B) in accordance with—

(1) the Federal Policy for the Protec-
tion of Human Subjects (part 46 of title 45,

Code of Federal Regulations including pro-
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vistons applicable to research imvolving ma-
nors;

(11) the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act (Public Law 93-380; 20
URS.C. 1232g); and

(111) applicable guidance of the Depart-
ment of Defense governing the conduct of re-
search on hwman subjects.

(5) OPTIONAL PARTICIPATION.

Participation in
the study shall be voluntary. A military-connected
student who is under 18 years of age may not partici-
pate without the informed written consent of a parent
or legal guardian.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Commattees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representatives
an intervm report on such a study, including—

(A) whether the Secretary has entered into

an agreement under subsection (a);

(B) whether such study has begun; and
(C) any preliminary findings available at

the time of the report.
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(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than two years
after the Secretary enters into an agreement under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall submat to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a final report on the results
of the study. Such a final report shall include—

(A4) a detarled description of the study
methodology, sample characteristics, and data
collection procedures;

(B) the quantitative findings, including sta-
tistical analyses of the relationship between fam-
wly military legacy, school environment, JROTC
participation, peer-to-peer program participa-
tion, and the propensity to serve;

(C) the qualitative findings, including key
themes derived from anterviews with military-
connected students, their parents or guardians,
and school personnel;

(D) an integrated analysis of quantitative
and qualitative findings;

(E) findings disaggregated by grade level,
gender, race, ethnicity, geographic region, and
school type;

(F) recommendations for the Secretary re-

garding malitary recruitment strategy, develop-
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ment of JROTC programs, and support services
Jor military-connmected students; and
(G) recommendations to Congress regarding
legislative action based on such findings.

(3) FOrRM.—The reports required under this sub-
section shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may clude a classified annex if the Secretary deter-
mines such annex is necessary.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) The term “military-connected  student”
means a secondary school student—
(A) enrolled wn grade 11 or 12; and
(B) who has at least one parent or guard-
wan who s currently serving, or who previously
served, i the Armed Forces.

(2) The term “propensity to serve” means a stu-
dent’s self-reported likelihood of joining the Armed
Forces after graduation from secondary school.

(3) The term “JROTC” means the Junior Re-
serve Officers Training Corps program authorized

under chapter 102 of title 10, United States Code.
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Subtitle C—Member Training

SEC. 521. INELIGIBILITY OF A NATIONAL OF A NON-ALLIED
FOREIGN NATION TO ATTEND A SERVICE
ACADEMY.

Section 347 of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as subsection

(e); and

(2) by inserting, after subsection (c), the fol-

lowing new subsection (d):

“(d) INELIGIBILITY OF FOREIGN NATIONALS FROM
CERTAIN COUNTRIES.—(1) A person who is a foreign na-
tional of a covered nation may not receive instruction at
or otherwise attend a Service Academy pursuant to this sec-
tion.

“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘covered nation’ has
the meaning given such term in section 4872 of this title.”.
SEC. 522. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND

MATHEMATICS PROGRAM FOR JUNIOR RE-
SERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 102 of title 10, Unaited

States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following

new section:
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“§2037. Science, technology, engineering, and mathe-

matics program

“la) PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Defense shall de-

velop and implement a program to assist units of the Jun-
1or Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in providing partici-

pants opportunities in STEM fields.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—The program required by subsection

(a) shall include—

“(1) the provision of guidance and best practices
Jor adentifying, evaluating, formalizing, and man-
aging partnerships with local educational agencies,
community colleges and trade schools, institutions of
higher education, private-sector entities (including
non-profit organizations) with expertise in STEM
field programming and career and technical edu-
cation, the defense industrial base, and any other en-
tities with capacity and capability to support learn-
g and development in STEM fields;

“(2) the provision of templates for agreements to
Jacilitate the establishment of such partnerships;

“(3) the establishment of a national directory of
prospective partners for opportunities in STEM
fields; and

“(4) the establishment of a directory of opportu-
nities in STEM fields for participants in the Junior

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

*HR 8800 RH



O o0 N N B W =

O TN NG I N T NG N NG I NG R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N O N N = = N Re - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O TR NO S e

304

“(c) CONTINUATION OF KEFFECTIVE PROGRAMS.—In
carrying out this section, the Secretary of Defense shall con-
tinue and maintain any Junior Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps STEM field program that existed before the enact-
ment of this section if such program demonstrates satisfac-
tory participation and learning outcomes.

“(d) STEM FIieELD DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘STEM field’ means the fields of science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics.”.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
provide to the Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a briefing on the develop-
ment, implementation, and initial outcomes of the program
required by section 2037 of title 10, United States Code,
as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 523. ADDITIONAL NOMINEES TO THE SERVICE ACAD-
EMIES FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7442 of title 10 1is amended, in subsection (a)(10), by strik-
g “Three” and inserting “Four”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section 8454
of title 10, Unated States Code is amended, in subsection

(a)(10), by striking “Three” and inserting “Four”.
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(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section
9442 of title 10, United States Code is amended, in sub-
section (a)(10), by striking “Three” and inserting “Four”.
SEC. 524. ELIMINATION OF CAP ON THE NUMBER OF CA-

DETS OR MIDSHIPMEN WHO MAY RECEIVE AL-
TERNATIVE SERVICE OBLIGATIONS TO BE-
COME PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7448(b)(4) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking “not more than five cadets, who obtain” and insert-
mg “a cadet who obtains”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8459(b)(4) of title 10, United States Code, s amended by
striking “not more than five midshipmen, who obtain™ and
mserting “a midshipman who obtains”.

(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section
9448(b)(4) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking “not more than five cadets, who obtain” and insert-
myg “a cadet who obtains™.

SEC. 525. ELIMINATION OF THE RIGHT OF CADETS TO
AUTOMATIC REEXAMINATION.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7451 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting “failure of

an examination;”’ before “effect’;
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(2) in subsection (a), by striking “studies and
recommended” and inserting “studies, or who fails to
pass a required examination, and is recommended’’;

(3) by striking subsection (b); and

(4) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
().

(b) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section
9451 of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the heading, by inserting “failure of
an examination;” before “effect’;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking “studies and
recommended” and inserting “studies, or who fails to
pass a required examination, and s recommended’’;

(3) by striking subsection (b); and

(4) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
().

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this
section shall apply to the first academic year beginning
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 526. CONGRESSIONAL COMMUNICATIONS OFFICIALS
OF THE SERVICE ACADEMIES.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY AcCADEMY.—Chapter

753 of title 10, United States Code, s amended by inserting

after section 7455 the following new section:
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“§ 7455a. Congressional communications official

“la) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Army, shall appoint
a civilian employee of the Department of the Army to serve
as the congressional communications official of the Board
of Visitors under section 7455 of this title.

“(b) DUTIES.—(1) The congressional communications
official shall communicate directly with a Member of Con-
gress, congressional defense committee, or covered congres-
stonal employee regarding the activities of such Board of
Visitors.

“(2) The Secretary of Defense may not require the con-
gressional communications official to obtain approval,
clearance, or review of a communication under paragraph
(1) before submitting such communication to a Member of
Congress, congressional defense committee, or covered con-
gressional employee.

“(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered congressional employee’

means an employee of a Member of Congress, or of a

congressional defense commaittee, without regard to—

“(A) whether such employee serves on a full-
tvme or part-time basis; or

“(B) where such employee so serves.
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“(2) The term ‘Member of Congress’ has the
meaning gwen such term in section 1563 of this
title.”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL AcADEMY.—Chapter 853
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 8468 the following new section:

“§ 8468a. Congressional communications official

“(a) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Navy, shall appoint
a cwvilian employee of the Department of the Navy to serve
as the congressional communications official of the Board
of Visitors under section 7455 of this title.

“(b) Duries.—(1) The congressional communications
official shall communicate directly with a Member of Con-
gress, congressional defense committee, or covered congres-
stonal employee regarding the activities of such Board of
Visitors.

“(2) The Secretary of Defense may not require the con-
gressional communications official to obtain approval,
clearance, or review of a communication under paragraph
(1) before submitting such communication to a Member of
Congress, congressional defense commaittee, or covered con-
gressional employee.

“(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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“(1) The term ‘covered congressional employee’
means an employee of a Member of Congress, or of a
congressional defense committee, without regard to—

“(A) whether such employee serves on a full-
time or part-time basis; or
“(B) where such employee so serves.

“(2) The term ‘Member of Congress’ has the
meaning gwen such term in section 1563 of this
title.”.

(¢c) UNITED STATES AIR FOrRCE AcADEMY.—Chapter
953 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 9455 the following new section:
“§9455a. Congressional communications official

“(a) APPOINTMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the Air Force, shall ap-
pownt a cwilian employee of the Department of the Air
Force to serve as the congressional communications official
of the Board of Visitors under section 9455 of this title.

“(b) Duries.—(1) The congressional communications
official shall communicate directly with a Member of Con-
gress, congressional defense committee, or covered congres-

stonal employee regarding the activities of such Board of

Visitors.
“(2) The Secretary of Defense may not require the con-
gressional communications official to obtain approval,
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clearance, or review of a communication under paragraph
(1) before submitting such communication to a Member of
Congress, congressional defense committee, or covered con-
gressional employee.

“(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered congressional employee’
means an employee of a Member of Congress, or of a
congressional defense commaittee, without regard to—

“(A) whether such employee serves on a full-
tvme or part-time basis; or
“(B) where such employee so serves.

“(2) The term ‘Member of Congress’ has the
meaning gwen such term in section 1563 of this
taitle.”.

SEC. 527. REVISION TO DECISION TIMEFRAME FOR EXPE-
DITED TRANSFERS AT THE MILITARY SERV-
ICE ACADEMIES.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7461(e) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by strik-
mg “72 hours” each place it appears and inserting ‘five
days”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8480(e) of title 10, United States Code, s amended by strik-
mg “72 hours” each place it appears and inserting “five

days”.
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(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section
9461 (e) of title 10, United States Code, s amended by strik-
mg “72 hours” each place it appears and inserting “five
days”.

SEC. 528. JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS IN-
STRUCTOR PAY.

(a) NON-FOREIGN AREA COLA.—Not later than July
1, 2027, the Secretary of Defense shall revise the Junior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps Standardized Instructor
Pay Scale to increase the otherwise applicable minimum
wmstructor pay for instructors located outside of the conti-
nental United States or in Alaska by the amount of the
non-forewgn area cost-of-living allowance rate pursuant to
section 5941 of title 5, United States Code, or the post al-
lowance rate pursuant to section 5924 of title 5, United
States Code, as appropriate for the area in which the in-
structor is located and as would be applicable if the instruc-
tor were an employee eligible for such allowance.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than April 1, 2027, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall complete an analysis of the impact
of the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps Standard-
wzed Instructor Pay Scale on recruitment and retention of
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps instructors and
submit to the congressional defense committees a report con-

taining such analysis. Such report shall include—
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(1) the total number of authorized Junior Re-
serve Officers” Training Corps instructor positions,
disaggregated by Armed Force, as of—

(A) January 31, 2027;
(B) January 31, 2026; and
(C) January 31, 2025;

(2) the total number of such instructor positions,
disaggregated by Armed Force, that were vacant as of
each of the dates specified in paragraph (1);

(3) a description of the efforts of the Department
of Defense to fill such instructor positions; and

(4) any recommendations of the Secretary to ad-
dress 1ssues identified in such analysis.

529. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM TO PROMOTE PAR-
TICIPATION OF FOREIGN STUDENTS IN THE
SENIOR RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING
CORPS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than January 1,
2028, the Secretary of Defense shall establish a pro-
gram using the authority provided wunder section
2103(b) of title 10, Unated States Code, to promote
the participation of foreign students in the Senior Re-
serve Officers” Training Corps (in this section referred

to as the “Program”).
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(2) ORGANIZATION.—The Secretary of Defense,

e consultation with the Director of the Defense Secu-

rity Cooperation Agency, the Secretaries of the mili-

tary departments, the commanders of the combatant

commands, the participant institutions in the Senior

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program, and any

other indwidual the Secretary of Defense considers

appropriate, shall be responsible for, and shall over-
see, the Program.

(b) OBJECTIVE—The objective of the Program is to
promote the readiness and interoperability of the United
States Armed Forces and the military forces of partner
countries by providing a high-quality, cost effective mali-
tary-based educational experience for foreign students in
SJurtherance of the military-to-military program objectives
of the Department of Defense and to enhance the edu-
cational experience and preparation of future United States
malitary leaders through increased, extended interaction
with highly qualified potential foreign malitary leaders.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the Program, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

(A) dentify to the malitary services’ Senior

Reserve Officers’ Traiming Corps program the

Jorewgn  students who, based on eriteria estab-
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lished by the Secretary, the Secretary rec-
ommends be considered for admaission under the
Program;

(B) coordinate with partner countries to
evaluate interest in and promote awareness of
the Program;

(C) establish a mechanism for tracking an
alumnr network of foreign students who partici-
pate in the Program; and

(D) to the extent practicable, work with the
participant institutions in the Senior Reserve
Officers’ Traiming Corps program and partner
countries to identify academic institutions and
programs that—

(1) have specialized academic programs
wm areas of study of interest to participating
countries; or

(11) have high participation from or
significant diaspora populations from par-
ticipating countries.

(d) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,
2027, the Secretary of Defense shall submait to the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate and the

Commattee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
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resentatives a strategy for the implementation of the
Program.
(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following elements:

(A) A governance structure for the Program,
mcluding—

(i) the officials tasked to oversee the
Program;

(11) the format of the governing body of
the Program;

(111) the functions and duties of such
governing body with respect to establishing
and maintaining the Program; and

(1v) mechanisms for coordinating with
partner countries whose students are se-
lected to participate in the Program.

(B) A list of additional authorities, appro-
priations, or other congressional support nec-
essary to ensure the success of the Program.

(C) A description of targeted partner coun-
tries and participant institutions in the Senior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps for the first
three fiscal years of the Program, including a ra-

tionale for selecting such initial partners.
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(D) A description of opportunities and po-
tential timelines for future Program expansion,
as appropriate.

(E) A description of the mechanism for
tracking the alumni network of participants of
the Program.

(F) Any other information the Secretary of
Defense considers appropriate.

(¢) REPORT—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 20,
2028, and annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submat to the congressional defense com-
mittees (as that term is defined in section 101 of title
10, Unated States Code) a report on the Program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following elements:

(A) A narrative summary of activities con-
ducted as part of the Program during the pre-
ceding fiscal year.

(B) An overview of participant Senior Re-
serve Officers’” Training Corps programs, indi-
viduals, and countries, to include a description
of the areas of study entered into by the students

participating in the Program.
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(C) A description of opportunities and po-
tential timelines for future Program expansion,
as appropriate.
(D) Any other information the Secretary of

Defense considers appropriate.

(f) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of De-
Jfense may not use the authority provided under this section
to pay for tuition or room and board for foreign students
who participate in the Program.

(9) TERMINATION.—The Program shall terminate on
December 31, 2032.

SEC. 529A. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MILITARY SERVICE
ACADEMY PANEL ON ATHLETICS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
establish within the Department of Defense a panel to be
known as the “Military Service Academy Panel on Ath-
letics™ (referred to in this section as the “Panel”).

(b) REVIEW.—The Panel shall conduct a comprehen-
siwe review and analysis of the effects of the following on
athletics at the Service Academies:

(1) Rules of the NCAA regarding the compensa-
tion of a collegiate athlete for use of the name, vmage,
and likeness of such athlete.

(2) The transfer portal of the NCAA.

(¢) REPORT.—
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(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2027, the Pamel shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a written report regarding
the review under subsection (b).
(2) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include the fol-
lowing elements:

(A) The evaluation of the Panel of the effects
described in subsection (b) on the recruitment,
retention, and military readiness of cadets and
madshipmen at the Service Academies who are
collegiate athletes.

(B) The legal and ethical implications iden-
tified Dy the Panel, including with regards to the
Uniform Code of Military Justice and regula-
tions of the Department, of receipt of compensa-
tion described in subsection (b) by a member of
a covered Armed Force on active duty or a cadet
or midshipman subject to a commissioned service
obligation.

(C) The effect of the transfer portal on the
rosters and cohesion of athletic teams at the
Service Academies, given the unique attrition

challenges faced by the Service Academaes.
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(3) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall publish
the report on a publicly accessible website of the De-
partment. The report—
(A) shall be in unclassified form; and
(B) may not contain any personally identi-
fiable information of a cadet, midshipman, or
member of a covered Armed Force.

(d) TERMINATION.—The Panel shall terminate upon

submission of the report under subsection (c).

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “commaissioned service obligation™
has the meaning given such term in section 7448,
8459, or 9448 of title 10, United States Code, as ap-
plicable.

(2) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Aiwr Force, or Space
Force.

(3) The term “NCAA” means the National Colle-
grate Athletic Association.

(4) The term “Service Academy” has the mean-
mg given such term in section 347 of title 10, United

States Code.
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1 SEC. 529B. LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY TO ELIMINATE THE

2 70TH FLYING TRAINING SQUADRON OF THE
3 UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.
4 (a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Air Force may

S not perform a covered action regarding the 70th Flying
6 Training Squadron of the USAFA until the earlier of the

T following:

8 (1) October 1, 2031.

9 (2) The day that 1s 90 days after the day that
10 the Secretary submits, to the congressional defense
11 committees and the Board of Visitors to USAFA, a
12 report described in subsection (D).

13 (b) REPORT—A report described in this subsection is

14 a report on covered action regarding the 70th Flying Train-
15 wng Squadron of USAFA. Such a report includes the fol-

16 lowing elements:

17 (1) An assessment of the effect of such covered ac-
18 tion on the capacity to train cadets at USAFA, in-
19 cluding the number of cadets so affected annually.

20 (2) A plan to maintain capacity described in
21 paragraph (1) provided by the 70th Flying Training
22 Squadron, including the retention of advanced mais-
23 sion  sets, simulator training, and evaluator pilot
24 Junctions.
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(3) An analysis of alternatives to such covered
action, including the reallocation of chronically va-
cant billets within Avr Force Reserve Command.

(4) An assessment of the cost differential between
continued operation of the 70th Flying Traiming
Squadron and replacement of its functions by active-
duty personnel.

(5) A plan to preserve the institutional knowl-
edge and instructional capacity currently provided by
aviators assigned to the 70th Flying Traiming Squad-
ron.

(¢) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the congressional defense commaittees a plan to
sustain the 70th Flying Traiming Squadron until the ear-
lier day under subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered action” includes elvmai-
nating, deactiwating, defunding, reducing the number
of personnel, and reducing the number of aireraft.

(2) The term “USAFA” means the Unated States

Avr Force Academy.
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Subtitle D—Member Education
SEC. 531. ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
PROGRAM AND A MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
PROGRAM AT THE UNIFORMED SERVICES
UNIVERSITY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 2113 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(h) ESTABLISHMENT OF A DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
PROGRAM AND A MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM.—
(1) The Secretary shall establish at the University a doctor
of psychology program and a master of social work pro-
gram.

“(2) A doctor of philosophy in clinical psychology shall
not be considered to satisfy the requirement of paragraph
(1).”.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT DATE.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish the programs requived by subsection (h) of section
2113 of tatle 10, Unated States Code, as added by subsection
(a), not later than five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submait to

Congress a report on the programs required by subsection
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1 (h) of section 2113 of title 10, United States Code, as added

2 by subsection (a), including—

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

(1) the estimated date of matriculation for the
first class of students for each such program;

(2) the estimated graduation date for the first
class from each such program;

(3) the expected class size of each such program
during the 10-year period following the submission of
the report;

(4) the estimated number of faculty needed to op-
erate each such program during the 10-year period
Jollowing the submission of the repoit;

(5) an estimate of facilities needs for each such
program; and

(6) the estimated cost to establish and operate
each such program during the 10-year period fol-
lowing the submission of the report, categorized by—

(A) personnel;
(B) facilities; and
(C) other costs, as determined by the Sec-

retary.
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SEC. 532. ARMED FORCES HEALTH PROFESSIONS SCHOLAR-

SHIP AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:
ELIGIBLE INSTITUTIONS; CONTINUITY OF
PAYMENTS.

Section 2127 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsections:

“(f) The Secretary of Defense shall consider an accred-
ited civilian educational institution eligible for a payment,
contract, or determination under this section unless the Sec-
retary determines that the accreditation of such institution
18 under review for potential adverse action.

“lg)(1) The Secretary of Defense may cease payments
described in paragraph (2) only if—

“(A) the Secretary makes a determination de-
seribed in subsection (f); or

“(B) the member of the program is dropped from
the program as described in subsection (¢) of section

2123 of thas title.

“(2) Payments described in this paragraph are pay-

ments—
“(A) under this section;
“(B) to an accredited civilian educational insti-
tution;

“(C) for educational expenses of a member of the

program; and
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“(D) incurred in the course of study of such
member of the program.”.

SEC. 533. INCLUSION OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE COL-
LEGE AS PART OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
UNIVERSITY.

Section 2165(b) of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(7) The National Intelligence College.”.

SEC. 534. DEFENSE INFORMATION SCHOOL: AUTHORITY TO
GRANT ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE IN COMMUNICA-
TIONS.

(a) AvrHoriry.—Chapter 108 of title 10, United
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§2169a Defense Information School: degree of asso-
ciate of arts

“la) DEGREE GRANTING AUTHORITY.—Pursuant to
requlations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, the Com-
mandant of the Defense Information School may confer
upon a student of the Defense Information School an asso-

ciate of arts degree in communications.
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1 “(b) LIMITATION.—A degree may be conferred upon a
2 student under this section only after the Provost of the De-
3 fense Information School certifies to the Commandant that
4 the student has satisfied all the requirements prescribed for
5 the degree.”.

6 (b) REPORTING.—

7 (1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
8 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, and
9 annually thereafter, subject to termination under
10 paragraph (3), the Secretary of Defense shall submit
11 to the congressional defense commattees a report re-
12 garding the 1mplementation of section 2169a of such
13 title, as added by subsection (a).

14 (2) ELEMENTS.—A report under this subsection
15 shall include the plan and timeline of the Secretary
16 to carry out such implementation.

17 (3) TERMINATION.—The report under this sub-
18 section shall terminate on the day that the Com-
19 mandant of the Defense Information School first con-
20 fers a degree under such section.

21 SEC. 535. ELIGIBILITY OF AN ENLISTED MEMBER TO RE-

22 CEIVE A DEGREE FROM THE NAVAL POST-
23 GRADUATE SCHOOL.
24 Section 8545 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-

25 ed by striking subsection (d).
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Subtitle E—Military Justice
SEC. 541. CLARIFICATION OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR JUDGE
ADVOCATES.

Section 806(a)(1)(B) of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 6(a)(1)(B) of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice), is amended by striking “license status that provides
current eligibility to actively practice law before such
court” and inserting “license status, in good standing, that
provides eligibility to practice law”.

SEC. 542. AUTHORITY OF SPECIAL TRIAL COUNSEL TO
ENTER INTO PRETRIAL AGREEMENTS WITH
RESPECT TO CERTAIN OFFENSES.

Section 824a(c) of title 10, United States Code (article
24a(c) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (3)—

(A) wn the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking “paragraph (5)” and inserting
“paragraphs (4) and (6)”; and

(B) wn subparagraph (C), by inserting “or
pretrial agreement”™ after “plea agreement’;
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5) as

paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-

lowing new paragraph:
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1 “(4) PRETRIAL AGREEMENTS.—If a special trial
2 counsel exercises authority pursuant to subsection (d)
3 over an offense that occurred before January 1, 2019,
4 the special trial counsel may enter into a pretrial
5 agreement with the accused in accordance with regu-
6 lations prescribed by the President. Upon acceptance
7 of such an agreement by the military judge of a gen-
8 eral or special cowrt-martial, the agreement shall bind
9 the parties and the convening authority.”.
10 SEC. 543. CLARIFYING AMENDMENT TO COMPLETION OF AP-
11 PELLATE REVIEW UNDER ARTICLE 57 OF THE
12 UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.
13 Section 857(c) of title 10, United States Code (article
14 57(c) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-

15 ed—

16 (1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
17 graph (3);

18 (2) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking “Appeals
19 and—""and all that follows and inserting “Appeals
20 and the review and time requirements described in
21 paragraph (2) are satisfied.”; and

22 (3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
23 lowing new paragraph:

24 “(2) REVIEW AND TIME REQUIREMENTS.—The
25 review and time requirements referred to in para-
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graph (1)(B) are satisfied if any of the following ap-

plies:

“(A) The time for the accused to file a peti-
tion for review by the Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces has expired and the accused has
not filed a petition for such review in a timely
manner and the case 1s not otherwise under re-
view by that Court.

“(B) A petition for review by the Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces is withdrawn by
the accused.

“(C) In the case of a petition for review by
the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces that
has been timely filed and not withdrawn, the pe-
tition—

“()(I) 1s denved or otherwise rejected
by the Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces; or

“(II) the review requested by the peti-
tion 1s completed in accordance with the
Jgudgment of the Court of Appeals for the
Armed Forces; and

“(11) with respect to subsequent review

by the Supreme Court—
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“(I) a petition for a writ of cer-
tiorary as provided in section 1259 of
title 28 1s not filed within the time
limats  prescribed by the Supreme
Court;

“(II) such a petition for a writ of
certiorary 1s rejected by the Supreme
Court;

“(I11) such a petition for a writ
of certiorary 1s withdrawn by the peti-
tioner; or

“(1V) review 1s otherwise com-
pleted in accordance with the judgment

of the Supreme Court.”.

SEC. 544. REVIEW OF COURTS-MARTIAL RECORDS.

(a) REVIEW WHEN DIRECT APPEAL IS WAIVED,

WITHDRAWN, OrR NOT FILED.—~Section 865(d) of title 10,

United States Code

(article 65(d) of the Uniform Code of

Military Justice), vs amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2);

(2) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (2); and

(3) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated—
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(A4) in subparagraph (A)(ir), by striking
“subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)” and inserting
“subparagraph (A) or (B)”; and
(B) wn subparagraph (B), by striking “‘con-
clusions” and all that follows and inserting “a
conclusion on each of the following matters:
“(1) Whether the court had jurisdiction
over the accused and the offense.
“(11) Whether the charge and specifica-
tion stated an offense.
“(inr) Whether the sentence was within
the limits prescribed as a matter of law.”.
(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 869(c)(2) of
title 10, United States Code (article 69(c)(2) of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice), is amended by striking “‘section
865(b) of this title (article 65(b))” and inserting “‘section
865(d) of this title (article 65(d))”.
SEC. 545. UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE: PROHIBI-
TION OF REVIEW OF FACTUAL SUFFICIENCY
IN CERTAIN APPEALS BEFORE A COURT OFr
CRIMINAL APPEALS.
Section 866 of title 10, United States Code (article 66
of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amended in
subsection (d)(1)(B)—

(1) i clause (1)—
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(A) by striking “(1)”;

[E—

(B) by striking “may consider” and insert-
mg “may not consider”; and

(C) by striking “upon request of the accused
if the accused makes a specific showing of a defi-
ciency i proof”’; and
(2) by striking clauses (11) and (111).

SEC. 546. CLARIFICATION OF COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

REVIEW OF SENTENCING.

[a—
)

Section 866(e)(1) of title 10, Unated States Code (arti-
1
12 amended—

[E—

cle 66(e)(1) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is

13 (1) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as
14 Jfollows:

15 “(B) whether the portion of the sentence ex-
16 tending to confinement is iappropriately severe,
17 except that in the case of an offense for which the
18 President has established a sentencing parameter
19 SJor such portion pursuant to section 539E(e) of
20 the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
21 cal Year 2022, the Court may not consider such
22 portion mappropriately severe if such portion s
23 at or below the upper range of such sentencing
24 parameter;”; and
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(2) wn subparagraph (C), by striking “the sen-
tence” and inserting “the portion of the sentence ex-
tending to confinement”.
SEC. 547. EXPANSION OF VICTIM ACCESS TO COURT OF AP-
PEALS FOR THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) REVIEW BY COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED
Forces.—Section 867 of title 10, United States Code (arti-
cle 67 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) through (e)
as subsections (d) through (f), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection:

“lc)(1) The Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces
may review all decisions taken by a Court of Criminal Ap-
peals pursuant to a petition filed by a victim of an offense
under this chapter under section 806b(e) of this title (article
6b(e)) and on good cause shown.

“(3) The victim of an offense under this chapter may
petition the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces for re-
view pursuant to paragraph (1) not later than 60 days
after the earlier of—

“(A) the date on which the victim s notified of

the decision of the Court of Criminal Appeals on a
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petition pursuant to section 806b(e) of this title (arti-
cle 6b(e)); or

“(B) the date on which a copy of the decision of
the Court of Criminal Appeals, after being served on
counsel for the victim (if the victim has counsel), is
deposited into the Unated States mails for delivery by
Jirst-class certified mail to the victim at an address
provided by the victim or at the latest address listed
Jor the victim in the record of any proceedings held
pursuant to section 830a or 832 of this title (article
30a or 32) or during trial.

“(4) Review of any decision of a Court of Criminal

Appeals on a petition for writ of mandamus described in
section 806b(e) of this title (article 6D(e)) shall have priority
w the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, as determined

under the rules of the Court of Appeals for the Armed

Forces.”.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 806b(e)(3) of
title 10, United States Code (article 6b(e)(3) of the Uniform

Code of Military Justice), is amended by striking subpara-

graph (C).
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SEC. 548. MODIFICATIONS TO OFFENSE OF WRONGFUL
BROADCAST OR DISTRIBUTION OF INTIMATE
VISUAL IMAGES UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE
OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

Section 917a of title 10, Unated States Code (article
117a of the Uniform Code of Military Justice) is amended
to read as follows:

“§917a. Art. 117a. Wrongful broadcast, distribution,
or publication of intimate visual images

“(a) PROHIBITION.—Any person subject to this chap-
ter who—

“(1) knowingly and wrongfully broadcasts, dis-
tributes, or publishes a covered image involving a per-
son who—

“(A) 1s at least 18 years of age at the time
the image was created;

“(B) 1s identifiable from the image, or from
mformation displayed or provided in connection
with the image;

“(C) dud not consent to the broadcast, dis-
tribution, or publication of the vmage; and

“(D) did not, in a public or commercial set-
ting, voluntarily—

“(1) display the private area depicted

m the vmage; or
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“(11) engage in the sexually explicit
conduct depicted in the 1mage;

“(2) knowingly and wrongfully broadcasts, dis-
tributes, or publishes an authentic covered 1mage and
knows or reasonably should have known that the
mmage was made under circumstances in which the
wdentifiable indwidual wn the vmage retained a rea-
sonable expectation of privacy regarding any broad-
cast, distribution, or publication of the image; or

“(3) knowingly and wrongfully broadcasts, dis-
tributes, or publishes a covered vmage and knows or
reasonably should have known that the broadcast, dis-
tribution, or publication of the covered vmage 1s like-
ly—

“(A) to cause harm, harassment, intimida-
tion, emotional distress, or financial loss for the
vdentifiable individual in the image; or

“(B) to harm substantially the identifiable
mdwidual with respect to that person’s health,
safety, business, calling, career, financial conduc-

tion, reputation, or personal relationships,

1s guilty of an offense under this section (article) and shall

be punished as a cowrt-martial may direct.

“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section (article):
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“(1) AurHENTIC.—The term ‘authentic’, when
used with respect to an vmage, means a visual 1mage
of an identifiable individual that accurately rep-
resents the individual, and has not been created, al-
tered, manipulated, or gemerated through the use of
machine learning or artificial intelligence in a man-
ner that would cause a reasonable person to perceive
the authentic visual vmage as anything other than a
genwine, unmodified, or not digitally forged visual
vmage.

“(2) BROADCAST—The term ‘broadcast’ means
to electronically transmit a visual 1mage with the in-
tent that 1t be viewed by a person.

“(3) COVERED IMAGE.—The term ‘covered 1mage’
means an authentic or digitally forged visual 1mage
of—

“(A4) the private area of a person; or
“(B) sexually explicit conduct involving a
person.

“(4) DIGITALLY FORGED.—The term ‘digitally
Jorged’, when used with respect to an 1mage, means
any visual vmage of an identifiable individual created
through the use of software, machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence, or any other computer-generated or

technological means, including by adapting, modi-
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Jying, manipulating, or altering an authentic visual
vmage, that, when viewed as a whole by a reasonable
person, 1s indistinguishable from an authentic visual
vmage of the indiwvidual and does not accurately re-
[flect the orginal source or reality.

“(5) DISTRIBUTE.—The term ‘distribute’ means
to deliver to the actual or constructive possession of
another person, including transmission by mail or
electronic means.

“(6) IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term
“Udentifiable individual’ means an individual whose
Jace, likeness, other distinguishing characteristic (in-
cluding a unique birthmark or other recognizable fea-
ture), or other personally identifiable information is
displayed in connection with a covered image.

“(7) PRIVATE AREA.—The term ‘private area’
means the naked or underwear-clad genitalia, anus,
buttocks, or female areola or nipple.

“(8) PuBLISH.—The term ‘publish’ means to dus-
play, exhibit, present, or otherwise make a covered
mmage available for viewing by another person in any
medvum without regard to whether such image 15—

“(A) directly shown to another person; or

“(B) broadcast or distributed.

*HR 8800 RH



O© o0 3 O WD b W N

| \O JEE \© R \O R NS B O R N e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

339

“(9) REASONABLE EXPECTATION OF PRIVACY.—
The term ‘reasonable expectation of privacy’ means
circumstances in which a reasonable person would be-
lieve that a private area of the person, or sexually ex-
plicit conduct involving the person, would not be visi-
ble to the public.

“(10) SEXUALLY EXPLICIT CONDUCT.—The term
‘sexually explicit conduct’ means actual or simu-
lated—

“(4) genital-genital contact, oral-genital
contact, anal-genital contact, oral-anal contact,
or the transfer of bodily sexual fluids on to any
part of the body of an identifiable individual,
whether between persons of the same or opposite
sex;

“(B) bestiality;

“(C) masturbation; or

“(D) sadistic or masochistic abuse.

“(11) VisuAL IMAGE.—The term ‘visual image’
means—

“(4) any developed or undeveloped photo-
graph, picture, film, or video;

“(B) any digital or computer image, pic-

ture, film, or video made by any means, includ-
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ing those transmaitted by any means, even if not
stored in a permanent format;
“(C) any digital or electronic data capable
of conversion ito a visual image; or
“(D) any wvisual 1mage that is digitally
Jorged.”.
SEC. 549. AUTHORIZATION OF DEATH PENALTY FOR OF-
FENSE OF RAPE OF A CHILD UNDER THE UNI-
FORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

Section 920b(a) of title 10, Unated States Code (article
120b(a) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-
ed by inserting “by death, or such other punishment” after
“shall be punished”.

SEC. 549A. PUNITIVE ARTICLE ON RETALIATION FOR RE-
PORTING OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT UNDER
THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter X of chapter 47 of title
10, Unated States Code (the Unaform Code of Military Jus-
tice), is amended by inserting after section 932 (article 132)
the following new section (article):

“§932a. Art. 132a. Retaliation for reporting of sexual
harassment

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person subject to this chapter
who, with the intent to retaliate against any person for re-

porting or planning to report sexual harassment or with
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the intent to discourage any person from reporting sexual
harassment—
“(1) wrongfully takes or threatens to take an ad-
verse personnel action against any person; or
“(2) wrongfully withholds or threatens to with-
hold a favorable personmel action with respect to any
person;
shall be punished as a cowrt-martial may direct.

“(b) SEXUAL HARASSMENT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘sexual harassment’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1561 of thas title.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading of sec-
tion 932 of title 10, United States Code (article 132 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice) is amended by striking
“Retaliation” and inserting “Retaliation gen-
erally”.

SEC. 549B. REVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN-
STRUCTION REGARDING EARLY RELEASE ELI-
GIBILITY FOR OFFENDERS CONVICTED OF
CERTAIN SEXUAL OFFENSES UNDER THE UNI-
FORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

(a) REVISION REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall revise Department of Defense Instruction

1325.07, or any successor instruction, to provide that an
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mdividual serving a sentence of confinement imposed pur-
suant to a conviction by a general or special cowrt-martial
Jor an offense described in subsection (b) is ineligible for
any reduction in the term of confinement based on good-
conduct time.
(b) COVERED OFFENSES.—An individual 1s ineligible
Jor any reduction i the term of confinement based on good-
conduct time as described in subsection (a) if the individual
18 serving a sentence for a conviction under—
(1) section 920 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 120 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to rape and sexual assault;
(2) section 920b of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 1200 of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice), relating to rape and sexual assault of a child;
(3) section 920c of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 120¢ of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice), relating to abusive sexual contact;
(4) section 918 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 118 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to murder, if the offense was commaitted in
the course of conduct involving a sexual act or sexual
contact as defined in section 920 of that title (article

120);
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(5) section 919 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 119 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to manslaughter, if the offense was commaitted
wm the course of conduct involving a sexual act or sex-
ual contact as defined in section 920 of that title (ar-
ticle 120);

(6) section 925 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 125 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to kidnapping, if the victim was a minor;

(7) section 928 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 128 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to assault, if the offense involved a sexual act
or sexual contact as defined in section 920 of that
title (article 120);

(8) section 930 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 130 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to stalking, of the offense involved a sexual
motive or the victim was a minor;

(9) section 934 of title 10, Unated States Code
(article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
relating to indecent conduct or indecent acts with an-
other person;

(10) section 934 of title 10, United States Code
(article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
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relating to the possession, distribution, or production

of child pornography;

(11) section 880 of title 10, United States Code

(article 80 of the Unaform Code of Military Justice),

relating to attempts, if the offense attempted is an of-

Jense described in paragraphs (1) through (10) of this

subsection; or

(12) section 881 of title 10, United States Code

(article 81 of the Unaform Code of Military Justice),

relating to conspiracy, if the offense that is the object

of the conspiracy s an offense described in para-
graphs (1) through (10) of this subsection.

(¢) APPLICABILITY.—The revision required by sub-
section (a) shall apply to sentences imposed after the date
on which the revision takes effect. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to affect a sentence vmposed before the
effective date of such revision.

(d) PRESERVATION OF VICTIM RIGHTS.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limat the rights of a victim
under section 806b of title 10, United States Code (article
6b of the Uniform Code of Military Justice). The Secretary
of the mailitary department concerned shall ensure that a
victim retains the right to be reasonably heard at any clem-

ency proceeding conducted outside the standard annual re-
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view cycle with respect to an individual described in sub-
section (a).

(e¢) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days after

completing the revision required by subsection (a), the Sec-

retary of Defense shall certify to the Commaittees on Armed

Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives that

Department of Defense Instruction 1325.07 has been revised

m accordance with this section.

SEC. 549C. NOTIFICATION REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT
CHANGES TO MILITARY LEGAL SYSTEM REC-
OMMENDED BY SPECIAL REVIEW PANEL AC-
TIVITIES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Defense may not
implement a recommendation of the Special Review Panel
until a period of 180 days has elapsed following the date
on which the Secretary submits to the congressional defense
committees all documentation required wunder subsection
(D).

(b) DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commattees all rec-
ommendations and analysis delivered by the Special
Review Panel to the Secretary of Defense.

(2) TIMING OF SUBMISSIONS.—
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(A4) Any documentation described in para-
graph (1) that was delivered to the Secretary of
Defense before the date of the enactment of this
Act, shall be submaitted to the congressional de-
fense commattees not later than 30 days after
such date of enactment.

(B) Any documentation described in para-
graph (1) that s delivered to the Secretary of
Defense on or after the date of the enactment of
this Act, shall be submitted to the congressional
defense committees not later than five days after
the date of delivery to the Secretary.

(¢) SPECIAL REVIEW PANEL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “Special Review Panel” means the Special
Review Panel established pursuant to the memorandum of
the Secretary of Defense dated May 8, 2026, titled “Depart-
mental Review of the Military Legal System and Its Impact
on Service Members”.

SEC. 549D. ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL ESTABLISHMENT OF
SEPARATE PUNITIVE ARTICLE ON HAZING
UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY
JUSTICE.

(a) ANALYSIS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense,
e coordination with the Joint Service Committee on Mili-

tary Justice, shall analyze the feasibility and advisability
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of, and develop recommendations with respect to, modifying
chapter 47 of title 10, Unated States Code (the Uniform
Code of Military Justice), to establish a separate punitive
article on hazing. As part of such analysis, the Secretary
shall develop a proposed definition of the term “hazing” for
purposes of such article.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on the results
of the analysis under subsection (a).

Subtitle F—Investigations and

Other Legal Matters
SEC. 551. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL VICTIMS’ COUNSEL SERYV-
ICES TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 1044e of title 10, United
States Code, s amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting “do-
mestic violence and” before “sex-related of-
fenses”’;

(2) by inserting “domestic violence or” before
“sex-related offense” each place it appears;

(3) in subsection (b)(3), by striking “domestic
abuse advocate” and inserting “domestic abuse victim

advocate”;
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(4) i subsection (f)(1), by inserting “domestic

b

abuse victim advocate,” after “healthcare provider,”;
and
(5) in subsection (h)—
(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR” before “SEX-RE-
LATED OFFENSE”; and
(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “or 930
of this title (article 120, 1200, 120¢,” and insert-
mg “928b, or 930 of this title (article 120, 1200,
120c, 128b,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall take effect two years after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(¢c) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
provide to the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a briefing on the imple-
mentation of policies and procedures to carry out the
changes required pursuant to subsection (a).

SEC. 552. POLICIES REGARDING THE REPORTING OF MISS-
ING MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.
(a) PoOLICIES REQUIRED.—Chapter 80 of title 10,

United States Code, s amended by adding at the end the

25 following new section.
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“§1568. Policies regarding the reporting of missing
members of the Armed Forces

“The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe policies for
the Department of Defense that establish minimum stand-
ards with respect to reporting the discovery that a member
of the armed forces 1s missing. Such policies shall include—

“(1) standards for the categorization of absences
of members of the armed forces;

“(2) a requirement that the appropriate military
criminal investigative organization be mnotified not
later than three hours after a member of the armed
Jorces 1s discovered to be missing; and

“(3) a requirement that the primary next of kin
of the member (as defined in section 1513 of this title)
be notified not later than eight hours after a member
of the armed forces is discovered to be missing.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of Defense shall
prescribe policies requirved by section 1568 of title 10,
Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 553. AUTHORITY OF NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICE TO INVESTIGATE SEXUAL HARASS-

MENT.
Chapter 871 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new section:
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“§8750a. Naval Criminal Investigative Service: au-
thority to investigate sexual harassment.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Naval Criminal Investigative
Service shall be the entity within the Department of the
Navy with the sole and exclusive authority to conduct inves-
tigations of alleged sexual harassment by members of the
Navy or Marine Corps.

“(b) SEXUAL HARASSMENT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘sexual harassment’ means conduct that con-
stitutes the offense of sexual harassment as punishable
under section 934 of this title (article 134 of the Unaiform
Code of Military Justice) pursuant to the requlations pre-
seribed by the Secretary of Defense for purposes of such sec-
tion (article).”.

SEC. 554. CROSS-SERVICE DATA SHARING REGARDING SUB-
STANTIATED ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL MIS-
CONDUCT.

The Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retaries of the military departments, shall establish a data
sharing arrangement pursuant to which each Armed Force
shall be requirved to collect and make available to the other
Armed Forces data concerning substantiated allegations of

sexual misconduct by members of that Armed Force.
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1 SEC. 555. INCLUSION OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN CATCH A
SERIAL OFFENDER PROGRAM.
(a) PARTICIPATION AND NOTICE.—Not later than 60

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

2
3
4
5 retary of Defense shall—
6 (1) modify the policies, procedures, and forms
7 necessary to permit individuals who are members of
8 the Armed Forces, adult dependents of such members,
9

or employees of the Department of Defense to partici-

10 pate in the Catch a Serial Offender Program of the
11 Department of Defense if the individual submits a
12 confidential complaint or report of sexual harassment
13 or an unrestricted report or informal complaint of
14 sexual harassment without disclosing the name of the
15 subject to a malitary erimanal investigative organiza-
16 tion; and

17 (2) such individuals are notified of whether such
18 mdividuals may participate in the Catch A Serial
19 Offender Program when submitting a confidential
20 complaint or report of sexual harassment or an unre-
21 stricted report or anformal complaint of sexual har-
22 assment.

23 (b) APPLICABILITY TO EXISTING REPORTS.—The Sec-

24 retary of Defense shall ensure that individuals who sub-
25 mitted a confidential complaint or report of sexual harass-
26 ment or an unrestricted report or informal complaint of
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1 sexual harassment before the effective date of the modifica-

2
3
4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

tions to policies, procedures, and forms in accordance with
subsection (a)(1)—
(1) are eligibility to participate in the Catch a

Serial Offender Program in the same manner and

under the same conditions as an indiwidual who sub-

maits such a complant or report after such effective
date; and
(2) are notified of such eligibility.
SEC. 556. MILITARY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE EMERGENT
HOUSING POLICY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall es-
tablish and vmplement a policy under which unit level com-
manders i the covered Armed Forces, in response to domes-
tic violence reports or complaints, shall be required to—

(1) move alleged offenders into malitary housing
separate from the victim; and

(2) maintain emergent housing entitlements to
basic allowance for housing or military housing units

m support of domestic violence victims for up to one

year.

(b) AMENDMENT OF DD ForM 2873.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

retary of Defense shall amend the Military Protective Order

*HR 8800 RH



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG I N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG O N N = = N R - BN B e ) W ) B ~S O B NO I e

353
Jorm, DD Form 2873, to incorporate the changes imple-
mented pursuant to this section.

(¢) COVERED ARMED FORCES DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “covered Armed Forces” means the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force.

SEC. 557. REQUIREMENT FOR STANDARDIZED POLICIES
AND PROCESSES TO ENSURE THE TIMELY RE-
VIEW, DOCUMENTATION, AND RESOLUTION
OF REQUESTS FOR MILITARY PROTECTIVE
ORDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense,
m coordination with the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard s operating when not operating as
a service in the Navy with respect the Coast Guard, shall
establish standardized policies and processes to ensure the
timely review, documentation, and resolution of requests for
malitary protective orders submitted to commanding officers
of the Armed Forces.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are—

(1) to ensure prompt, consistent, and trans-
parent decision making regarding requests for maili-
tary protective orders;

(2) to enhance the safety of individuals affected

by such orders; and
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(3) to vmprove accountability in command ac-
tions related to such orders.

(¢c) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing the policies and
processes under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense
shall—

(1) require that any commanding officer of the

Armed Forces who receives a request for a military

protective order from an individual who s eligible to

request such order—

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(A) make a determination as to whether to
wssue such order not later than three calendar
days after receipt of the request, unless the officer
certifies to the Secretary that extraordinary cir-
cumstances prevent the officer from meeting that
deadline;

(B) before making such determination, seek
counsel and legal review from a Staff Judge Ad-
vocate or other qualified judge advocate to in-
Jorm the decision-making process; and

(C) in the event the commander denies the
request for a military protective order, provide
written notification of such denial to the indi-
vidual who requested the order not later than
two calendar days after making the denial deci-

S10M;
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(2) update Department of Defense Form 2873 (or
any successor form) to reflect enhanced documentation
requirements for approved and denied military pro-
tective order requests; and

(3) require that such form be completed, main-
tained, and retained in accordance with applicable
records management and privacy policies of the De-
partment of Defense.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees, and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the Commattee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate with
respect to the Coast Guard, a report that includes—

(1) a summary of the standardized policies and

processes established under subsection (a);

(2) a plan for the implementation of such poli-
cies and processes; and
(3) a description of—
(A) any revisions to Department of Defense
Form 2873 and other changes to documentation
procedures made as result of such policies and

process; and
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(B) measures that will be vmplemented to
ensure  compliance — with  decision-making
timelines and legal guidance requirements speci-

fied i subsection (c).

(¢) OVERSIGHT AND REPORTING.—Not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for seven years, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense committees, and the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate with respect to
the Coast Guard, a report that includes, with respect to the
year preceding the date of the report—

(1) the number of military protective order re-
quests received by commanding officers of the Armed
Forces;

(2) the number of military protective order re-
quests that were approved and denied;

(3) the average processing times for such approv-
als and denvals; and

(4) a description of any barriers to the timely
review, documentation, and resolution of requests for

malitary protective orders.
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1 SEC. 558. REESTABLISHMENT OF DEFENSE ADVISORY COM-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

MITTEE FOR THE PREVENTION OF SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall
establish and maintain within the Department of De-
fense an advisory committee to be known as the “De-
Jense Advisory Committee for the Prevention of Sex-
ual Misconduct” (in this section referred to as the
“Advisory Committee”).

(2) DEADLINE FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall establish the Advisory Com-
mittee not later than 90 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Advisory Committee shall
consist of not more than 20 members, appointed by
the Secretary of Defense from among individuals who
have an expertise appropriate for the work of the Ad-
visory Committee, including at least one individual
with each expertise as follows:

(A) Expertise in the prevention of sexual
assault and behaviors on the sexual assault con-

tinuum of harm.
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(B) Expertise in adverse behaviors, includ-
g the prevention of swicide and the prevention
of substance abuse.

(C) Expertise in the change of culture of
large organizations.

(D) Expertise in vmplementation science.

(2) BACKGROUND OF INDIVIDUALS.—Indiwviduals
appointed to the Advisory Commattee may include in-
dwiduals with expertise in sexual assault prevention
efforts of institutions of higher education, public
health officials, and such other individuals as the Sec-
retary of Defense considers appropriate.

(3 ) PROHIBITION ON MEMBERSHIP OF MEMBERS
OF ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY.—A member of
the Armed Forces serving on active duty may not
serve as a member of the Advisory Commattee.

(¢c) DUTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Advisory Committee shall
aduvise the Secretary of Defense on the following:

(A) The prevention of sexual assault (in-
cluding rape, forcible sodomy, other sexual as-
sault, and other sexual misconduct (including be-
haviors on the sexual assault continuum of

harm)) involving members of the Armed Forces.
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(B) The policies, programs, and practices of
each malitary department, each Armed Forece,
and each military service academy for the pre-
vention of sexual assault as described in sub-

paragraph (A).

(2) BASIS FOR PROVISION OF ADVICE.—For pur-
poses of providing aduvice to the Secretary of Defense
pursuant to this subsection, the Advisory Committee
shall review, on an ongoing basis, the following:

(A) Closed cases involving allegations of sex-

ual assault described in paragraph (1).

(B) Efforts of institutions of higher edu-
cation to prevent sexual assault among students.

(C) Any other information or matters that
the Advisory Committee or the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(3) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS.—In addition to
the reviews required by paragraph (2), for purposes
of providing advice to the Secretary of Defense the
Advisory Committee shall also consult and coordinate
with the Defense Advisory Committee on Investiga-
tion, Prosecution, and Defense of Sexual Assault in
the Armed Forces on matters of joint interest to the

two Advisory Committees.
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(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 30 each
year, the Advisory Commaittee shall submit to the Secretary
of Defense and the Commattees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the
activities of the Advisory Committee pursuant to this sec-
tion during the preceding year.

(¢) SEXUAL ASSAaurLT CONTINUUM OF HARM DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term “sexual assault con-
tinuum of harm” includes—

(1) inappropriate actions (such as sexist jokes),
sexual harassment, gender discrimination, hazing,
cyber bullying, or other behavior that contributes to
a culture that 1s tolerant of, or increases risk for, sex-
ual assault; and

(2) maltreatment or ostracism of a victim for a
report of sexual misconduct.

(f) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the Advisory Committee shall terminate on
the date that is five years after the date of the estab-
lishment of the Advisory Committee pursuant to sub-
section (a).

(2) CONTINUATION.—The Secretary of Defense
may continue the Advisory Committee after the terma-

nation date applicable under paragraph (1) if the
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Secretary determines that continuation of the Aduvi-

sory Committee after that date is advisable and ap-

propriate. If the Secretary determines to continue the

Adwvisory Committee after that date, the Secretary

shall notify the Commattees on the Armed Services of

the Senate and House of Representatives.

(9) CONFORMING REPEAL—RSection 5508 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Pub-
lic Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 1561 note) is repealed.

SEC. 559. PILOT PROGRAM ON USE OF ADVANCED MONI-
TORING AND REHABILITATIVE TECH-
NOLOGIES IN ARMY CORRECTIONAL FACILI-
TIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Army, acting through the Commanding General of
the Army Corrections Command, shall carry out a pilot
program (referred to in this section as the “Pilot Program”)
to evaluate the use of advanced monitoring and rehabilita-
tive technologies in Army correctional facilities to improve
safety, accountability, rehabilitation outcomes, and oper-
ational efficiency.

(b) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary of the Army shall se-
lect one or more correctional facilities of the Army in which

to implement the Pilot Program.
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(¢) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the

Pilot Program, the Secretary of the Army shall—

(1) ensure that persommel participating in the
Program receive appropriate training;

(2) establish safeguards to protect privacy and
civil liberties; and

(3) develop performance metrics to measure the
effectiveness of the technologies evaluated under the
Program in reducing misconduct, improving compli-
ance, enhancing rehabilitation outcomes, and sup-
porting reintegration efforts.

(d) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date on which of the Pilot Program com-
mences, the Secretary of the Army shall submit to the
congressional defense commattees a initial report on
the progress of the Program.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Pilot Program terminates
under subsection (e), the Secretary of the Army shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a final
report on the Program.

(3) ELEMENTS.—FEach of the reports under

paragraphs (1) and (2) shall include—
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(A4) an evaluation of the costs of the Pro-
gram as of the date of the report, including the
costs of the technologies evaluated under the Pro-
gram;

(B) any wmeasurable outcomes achieved by
the program as of such date;

(C) recommendations as to whether any
technologies evaluated under the Program are
suttable for implementation across the Army
Corrections Command; and

(D) such other information as the Secretary

of the Army determines appropriate.

(¢) TERMINATION—The authority to carry out the
Pilot Program shall terminate five years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “advanced
monitoring and rehabilitative technologies” means emerg-
g technologies appropriate for correctional environments
such as secure digital platforms, biometric identification
systems, data analytics, or other such technologies.

Subtitle G—Career Transition
SEC. 561. ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATION OATH FOR

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) The United States Armed Forces is the larg-
est, all-volunteer military force in the world, yet less
than one percent of the American population serves in
the Armed Forces.

(2) Each branch of the Armed Forces (Army,
Navy, Avwr Force, Marine Corps, Space Force, and
Joast Guard) instills in its members a sense of duty
and obligation to the Unated States, their branch of
service, and their comrades-in-arms.

(3) The Department of Veterans Affairs estimates
that approximately 20 veterans of the Armed Forces
commit suicide each day, and a veteran’s risk of sui-
cide 1s 21 percent higher than an adull who has not
served in the Armed Forces.

(4) The Department of Veterans Affairs s ag-
gressively undertaking measures to prevent these trag-
1c outcomes, yet suicide rates among veterans remain
unacceptably high.

(5) Upon enlistment or appointment in the
Armed Forces, a new member is obligated to take an
oath of office or oath of enlistment.

(6) Most members of the Armed Forces view this
oath not as an imposition, but as a promise that they

are bound to fulfill.
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(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATION OATH.—Section

502 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking “The oath’ and
wmserting “An oath established by this section”;

(2) by redesignating subsection (D), as amended,
as subsection (¢); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following
new subsection (b):

“(b) SEPARATION OATH.—Prior to retirement or other

separation from the armed forces, other than separation
pursuant to the sentence of a cowrt-martial, a member of

an armed force may take the following oath:

“ , recognizing that

my oath to support and defend the Constitution of the
Unated States against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tie, has volved me and my fellow members in expe-
riences that few persons, other than our peers, can
understand, do solemnly swear (or affirm) to continue
to be the keeper of my brothers- and sisters-in-arms
and protector of the United States and the Constitu-
tion; to preserve the values I have learned; to main-
tawn my body and my mand; to give help to, and seek
help from, my fellow veterans; and to not bring harm
to myself or others. I take this oath freely and without

purpose of evasion, so help me God.””.
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[E—

(¢) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—
(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of section
502 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended to
read as follows:
“§502. Enlistment oath and separation oath: who may
administer”.
(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections

at the beginning of chapter 31 of title 10, Unated

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

States Code, is amended by striking the item relating

[a—
S

to section 502 and inserting the following new item:

“502. Enlistment oath and separation oath: who may administer.”.
11 SEC. 562. DESIGNATION OF SENIOR OFFICIAL FOR MILI-
12 TARY-TO-CIVILIAN TRANSITION.
13 (a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 58 of title 10, Unaited
14 States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
15 new section:
16 “§1156. Senior official for military-to-civilian transi-
17 tion
18 “la) DESIGNATION.—The Under Secretary of Defense
19 for Personnel and Readiness shall designate a senior official
20 of the Department of Defense to oversee policy and pro-
21 grams related to the transition of members of the armed
22 forces from active duty to civilian life or reserve compo-
23 nents.
24 “(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The official designated under
25 paragraph (1) shall be designated from among individuals
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with extensive experience with veterans services and knowl-
edge of the transition from active duty to ciwilian life and
reserve components..

“(c) ROLE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND AUTHORITY.—(1)
Subject to paragraph (2), the Under Secretary of Defense
Jor Personnel and Readiness shall prescribe the roles, re-
sponsibilities, and authorities of the official designated
under subsection (a).

“(2) The roles, responsibilities, and authorities pre-
seribed under paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to
the transition of members of the armed forces from active
duty to civilian life and reserve components and the fami-
lies of such members experiencing such transition—

“(A) serving as the principal advisor to the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense,
and the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness on policies, operations, and programs and
activities relating to the transition of members;

“(B) assisting the Secretary of Defense, the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, and the Under Secretary of
Defense for Personnel and Readiness with policies,
operations, and programs and actwities relating to
the transition of members;

“(C) working, n consultation with the Secretary

of Veterans Affavrs, the Secretary of Labor, and the
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Secretary of Education, to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of all activities relating to the transition
of members;

“(D) serving as the chief transition officer of the
Department of Defense, with the mission of coordi-
nating and overseeing the effectiveness of transition
programs of the Department of Defense and ensuring
all members of the armed forces are well equipped for
civilian life or the reserve components, as the case
may be;

“(E) overseeing the implementation of transition
programs in the Department of Defense;

“(F) conducting a review and assessment of all
transition programs and services offered by the De-
partment of Defense, including the programs under
thas chapter, and proposing legislative or administra-
twe action—

“(1) to improve the efficacy and efficiency of
the programs; and

“(11) to ensure compliance with all legal re-
quirements related to transition assistance; and

“(G) working with Federal agencies, State and
local governments, and nongovernmental organiza-
tions to 1mprove the delivery of transition support

services to members and families of members.”.
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(b) IMPLEMENTATION AND BRIEFING.—
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Under Secretary of
Defense for Personnel and Readiness shall designate a
sentor official under section 1156(a) of title 10,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a) of this
section, not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.
(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall provide a briefing to the congressional de-
fense commattees on—
(A) the status of the designation of the offi-
cial under subsection (a); and
(B) the implementation of the roles, respon-
sibilities, and authorities of the official under
subsection (D).
SEC. 563. AUTHORIZATION OF PILOT PROGRAM TO HELP
MEMBERS SEPARATING FROM CERTAIN
ARMED FORCES OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT AS

TEACHERS.
(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may carry
out a pilot program to refer covered members for employ-
ment as teachers in elementary and secondary schools that

elect to participate in the pilot program.

*HR 8800 RH



O© 00 3 O WD B W N

|\ I N© TR NG T NS R NS R e e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV o0 N O W BN~ WD = ©

370

(b) PrRIORITY.—Under such a pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to participating schools that need
teachers of subjects in greater demand, including special
education and STEM.

(¢) REPORT.—Under such a pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees an annual report regarding such a pilot program.
Elements of such a report include the following:

(1) The number of covered members who apply
Jor the pilot program, disaggregated by covered
Armed Force and rank.

(2) The number of covered members who obtain
such — employment  under the pilot  program,
disaggregated by covered Armed Force and rank.

(3) The locations of participating schools.

(4) The percentages of participating covered
members who teach in subjects described in subsection
().

(5) The number and percentages of participating
covered members who—

(A) obtain required teaching credentials by
expedited means; or
(B) receive exemptions from such require-

ments.
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(6) The results of a satisfaction survey of par-
ticipating schools.

(7) A summary of interviews with participating
covered members who obtain such employment, in-
cluding such covered members who do not complete an
academic year of such employment.

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall cease to have

any effect on the day that is five years after the date of

the enactment of this Act.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) The term “covered member” means a mem-
ber—
(A) separating from a covered Armed Force;
and
(B) who wishes to obtain employment as a
teacher in an elementary or secondary school.
(2) The term “appropriate congressional com-
mittee” means—
(A) the Commattee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives;
(B) the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;
(C) the Committee on Education and Work-

Jorce of the House of Representatives; or
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(D) the Commattee on Health, Education,

Labor, and Pensions of the Senate.

(3) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Aiwr Force, or Space
Force.

(4) The term “STEM” means science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics.

SEC. 564. STUDY ON SEPARATION OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES DUE TO THE MANDATE TO
RECEIVE THE COVID-19 VACCINE AND THE
TRANSFER OF EDUCATION BENEFITS BY
SUCH MEMBERS.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall conduct a
study on covered individuals and the transfer of education
benefits by covered individuals to covered dependents.

(b) REPORT—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submat to the Committees on
Armed Services of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report containing the results of the study
required by subsection (a). Such report shall in-
clude—

(A) the number of covered individuals;
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(B) the number of covered individuals who
wmitwated a transfer of education benefits to a de-
pendent in accordance with section 3319 of title
38, Unated States Code, before separation;

(C) the number of covered individuals who
mitwated such a transfer and did not complete
the years of service in the Armed Forces nec-
essary for such dependent to commence use of
such education benefits in accordance with such
section before separation;

(D) the number of members of the Armed
Forces who were denied a religious exemption
from the mandate to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine during the period beginning on August 24,
2021, and ending on January 10, 2023;

(E) the number of covered individuals who
were denied such a religious exemption;

(F) the number of covered individuals who
returned to service in accordance with the terms
of Executive Order 14184 (relating to reinstating
service members discharged under the military’s
COVID-19 vaccination mandate);

(G) the number of covered individuals who
returned to service in accordance with the terms

of Executive Order 14184 (relating to reinstating
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service members discharged under the military’s
COVID-19 vaccination mandate) who initiated
a transfer of education benefits to a dependent in
accordance with section 3319 of title 38, United
States Code, before separation and return to
service;

(H) the number of covered individuals who
returned to service in accordance with the terms
of Executive Order 14184 (relating to reinstating
service members discharged under the military’s
COVID-19 vaccination mandate) who initiated
a transfer of education benefits to a dependent in
accordance with section 3319 of title 38, United
States Code, before separation and return to
service and completed the years of service in the
Armed Forces necessary for such dependent to
commence use of such education benefits;

(I) the number of covered dependents;

(J) an analysis of the budgetary 1mpact of
allowing each covered dependent to commence
use of education benefits that were transferred to
such covered dependent in accordance with sec-
tion 3319 of title 38, United States Code, with-
out regard to whether the covered individual who

transferred such education benefits to such cov-
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eved dependent completed the years of service in
the Armed Forces necessary for such covered de-
pendent to commence such use; and

(K) any recommendations of the Secretary
to address the separation of covered individuals
and to ensure covered individuals receive appro-
priate benefits as veterans of the Armed Forces.
(2) DISAGGREGATION.—The Secretary of Defense

shall disaggregate the elements of the report required
by paragraph (1) that are described in subparagraphs
(A) through (J) of such paragraph by—

(A) Armed Force in which the covered indi-
vidual served;

(B) whether the covered individual served in
an active component or a reserve component;

(C) the grade of the covered individual;

(D) the years of service in the Armed Forces
of the covered individual at the time of separa-
tion; and

(E) the characterization of the discharge of
the covered individual.

(¢c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 60 days

23 after the Secretary of Defense submits the report required

24 by subsection (b), the Secretary shall make such report pub-

25 licly avarlable on the website of the Department of Defense.
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1 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

2 (1) The term “covered dependent” means a de-
3 pendent of an individual who—

4 (A) 1s a covered individual;

5 (B) wmatiated a transfer of education bene-
6 fits to such dependent in accordance with section
7 3319 of title 38, United States Code; and

8 (C) did not complete the years of service in
9 the Armed Forces necessary for such dependent
10 to commence use of such benefits in accordance
11 with such section.

12 (2) The term “‘covered individual” means an in-
13 dwidual who, during the period beginning on August
14 24, 2021, and ending on January 10, 2023, was in-
15 voluntarily or voluntarily separated from an Armed
16 Force solely on the basis of the refusal of such indi-
17 vidual to recerve a vaccination against COVID-19.

Subtitle H—Family  Programs,
Child Care, and Dependent Edu-
20 cation

—_—
O ©0

21 SEC. 571. EXTENSION OF NON-MEDICAL COUNSELING SERV-
22 ICES PROGRAM FOR MILITARY FAMILIES.
23 Section 1781(d)(4) of title 10, United States Code, s

24 amended by striking “three years after the date of the enact-
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ment of this subsection” and inserting “December 22,
20297
SEC. 572. PILOT PROGRAM TO INCREASE PAYMENTS FOR
CHILD CARE SERVICES IN HIGH-COST AREAS.

Section 1798 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsections (¢) and (d) as
subsection (d) and (e), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection:

“(c¢) PILOT PROGRAM FOR GRANTS TO INCREASE IN-
FANT AND TODDLER CAPACITY IN HIGH-COST AREAS.—(1)
The Secretary of Defense may establish a pilot program to
provide grants to eligible providers seeking to expand the
capacity of such providers to provide care for infants and
toddlers.

“2) A grant awarded under the pilot program estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall—

“(A) be wm an amount determined by the Sec-
retary, but in no case more than 75 percent of the es-
timated cost of the expansion for which the grant is
provided; and

“(B) require the recipient of a grant to—

“(1) make available not less than half of

any additional capacity for infants and toddlers
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to children of members of the armed forces that

results from the expansion for which a grant is

awarded for the 10-year period that begins on
the date on which such expansion is completed;
and

“(1n) certify that the recipient will not dis-

place children enrolled on the date described n

clause (v) who are not children of members of the

armed forces to meet the requirement of clause

(1).

“(3) The Secretary—

“(A) shall award grants under the pilot program
established under paragraph (1) to not less than 10
eligible providers located in areas with high child care
services costs or a significant lack of accessible child
care services, as determined by the Secretary; and

“(B) may award grants under the pilot program
established under paragraph (1) to eligible providers
located in other areas as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

“(4) Not later than one year after the establishment

22 of the pilot program under this subsection, and semiannu-

23 ally thereafter until the date of the termination of the pilot

24 program, the Secretary shall submat to the appropriate con-
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1 gressional commaittees a report on the pilot program that

2 ancludes—

3

© o 9 o W A
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11
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24
25

“(A) the number of eligible providers partici-
pating in the pilot program, disaggregated by loca-
tion;

“(B) the number of additional infant and tod-
dler enrollments at eligible providers made available
under the pilot program, disaggregated by loacation,

“(C) the determination of the Secretary as to
whether grants provided under the pilot program—

“(1) helped reduce child care costs for appli-
cable malitary famalies;

“(11) increased child care provider partici-
pation in  the financial assistance available
under this section; and

“(111) increased access to infant and toddler
care for military famailies;

“(D) the determination of the Secretary with re-
spect to the feasibility of expanding the pilot program
to all communities;

“(E) any challenges identified by the Secretary
m carrying out the pilot program;

“(F) leguslation or administrative action that the
Secretary determines necessary to make the pilot pro-

gram permanent; and
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1 “(G) any other information the Secretary deter-
2 mines appropriate.

3 “(5) Not later than 90 days after the date of the terma-
4 nation of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
S the appropriate congressional committees a report that in-
6 cludes—

7 “(A) the elements specified in subparagraphs (A)
8 through (G) of paragraph (4); and

9 “(B) the recommendation of the Secretary as to

[a—
S

whether to make the pilot program permanent.

[E—
[E—

“(6) The pilot program established under this sub-
12 section shall terminate on the date that is five years after
13 the date on which such program is established.

14 “(7) In this subsection, the term ‘appropriate congres-

15 sional commattees’ means—

16 “(A) the congressional defense committees;

17 “(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
18 Transportation of the Senate; and

19 “(C) the Commattee on Transportation and In-
20 Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives.”.
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SEC. 573. PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSIST-

Section

ANCE TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES

FOR IN-HOME CHILD CARE: INCLUSION OF AU

PAIRS.

589 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (10

U.S.C. 1791 note) 1s amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by striking “subsection

(b)” and inserting “subsection (c)”;

(2) by redesignating subsections (b) through (e)

as subsections (c) through (f), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following

new subsection (b):

“(b) AU PAIRS.—(1) The Secretary shall treat an au

pair who 1s participating in the Auw Pair program of the

Department of State as an in-home child care provider who

meets qualifications determined under subsection (a)(3)(B).

“(2) No

State or local government may enact or en-

Jorce a law, requlation, rule, or requirement related to such

Au Pavr program that would tmpose an additional or dif-

Jerent term or condition on a military family that is the

host family for an auw pair.”.
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1 SEC. 574. MODIFICATIONS TO PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE

2
3
4

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES FOR IN-HOME CHILD CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 589 of the William M.

5 (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for

6 Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 1791

7 note) 1s amended—

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), and (e)
as subsections (d), (e), and (f), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (D) the following
new subsection:

“(¢) DIRECT PAYMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the Secretary of Defense shall provide fi-
nancial assistance under the pilot program required
by subsection (a) to members of the Armed Forces
through monthly pay, direct deposit, or other form of
direct payment to such members.

“(2) PAYMENT TO ELIGIBLE PROVIDERS.—The
Secretary of Defense may provide financial assistance
under the pilot program required by subsection (a)
dvrectly to an in-home child care provider with the
written consent of the member of the Armed Forces re-
cewving such financial assistance.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION DATE—The requirements of

26 subsection (c) of section 589 of the Willvam M. (Mac) Thorn-
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berry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021, as added by subsection (a) of this section—

(1) except as provided in paragraph (2), shall
apply to financial assistance under the pilot program
established pursuant to such section provided on or
after the date that 1s 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act; and

(2) shall not apply to financial assistance under
such pilot program provided to an in-home child care
provider pursuant to an agreement between the Sec-
retary of Defense until the end of the term of such
agreement 1f—

(A) the agreement 1is in effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act; and
(B) the agreement provides that the Sec-
retary will make direct payments to such pro-
vider.
SEC. 575. CERTAIN ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT DEPENDENTS OF
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL.
(a) CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY TO ASSIST LOCAL
EDucATIONAL AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT DEPENDENTS OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND DEPARTMENT OF

DEFENSE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.—
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( 1 ) ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS WITH SIGNIFICANT
NUMBERS OF MILITARY DEPENDENT S”UDENTF.—Of
the amount authorized to be appropriated for fiscal
year 2027 by section 301 and available for operation
and maintenance for Defense-wide activities as speci-
fied in the funding table in section 4301, $50,000,000
shall be available only for the purpose of providing
assistance to local educational agencies under sub-
section (a) of section 572 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law
109-163; 20 U.S.C. 7703D).

(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term “local educational agency”™
has the meaning given that term in section 7013(9)
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7713(9)).

(b) ImpacT AID FOR CHILDREN WITH SEVERE DIS-

ABILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Of the amount authorized to
be appropriated for fiscal year 2027 pursuant to sec-
tion 301 and available for operation and mainte-
nance for Defense-wide activities as specified in the
SJunding table in section 4301, $10,000,000 shall be
available for payments under section 363 of the Floyd

D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act for
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Fiscal Year 2001 (as enacted into law by Public Law
106-398; 114 Stat. 16544-77; 20 U.S.C. 7703a).

(2) ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.—Of the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2027 pur-
suant to section 301 and available for operation and
maintenance for Defense-wide activities as specified
m the funding table in section 4301, $10,000,000
shall be available for use by the Secretary of Defense
to make payments to local educational agencies deter-
mined by the Secretary to have higher concentrations
of military children with severe disabilities.

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than March 31, 2027,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the Commat-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a briefing on the Department of
Defense’s evaluation of each local educational agency
with hagher concentrations of military children with
severe disabilities and subsequent determination of the

amounts of impact aid each such agency shall receive.

SEC. 576. POLICIES TO SUPPORT MILITARY FAMILIES SUB-

JECT TO COURT-ORDERED CHILD CUSTODY
ARRANGEMENTS.

(a) POLICIES REQUIRED.—Beginning not later than

24 one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, each

25 Secretary concerned shall maintain a policy pursuant to
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which a member of an Armed Force under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary who is a party to a court-ordered child
custody arrangement may, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary, receive—

(1) an exemption from orders for a permanent
change of station or similar orders for a period of up
to 24 months to enable that member to remain in geo-
graphic proximaity to their chald; and

(2) such other accommodations as the Secretary
determanes appropriate to promote family stability.
(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than one year

after the date of the enactment of this Act, each Secretary
concerned shall submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report on the policy required under subsection (a).
The report shall include—

(1) a summary of the policy;

(2) the Secretary’s plan for implementation of
the policy; and

(3) an explanation of how policy meets the re-
quirements of subsection (a) and otherwise promotes
Jamaly stability among members of the Armed Forces.
(¢) SECRETARY CONCERNED DEFINED.—In this sec-

tion, the term “Secretary concerned” has the meaning given

that term in section 101(a) of title 10, Unated States Code.
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SEC. 577. AUTHORITY FOR PILOT PROGRAM FOR CERTAIN

MILITARY SPOUSES TO BECOME SPECIAL
EDUCATION TEACHERS IN DODEA SCHOOLS.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may carry
out a pilot program under which certain mailitary spouses
may become special education teachers in schools operated
by the Department of Defense Education Activity.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—A military spouse eligible to par-
ticipate in such a pilot program 1s a military spouse who—

(1) s eligible for assistance under section 1784a
of title 10, United States Code; and

(2) has a bachelor’s or graduate degree from an
mstitution of hagher education.

(¢) ASSISTANCE.—Under such a pilot program, the
Secretary shall provide assistance under section 1784a of
title 10, United States Code, to a participating military
spouse to seek a certification or other credential as a special

education teacher in the State in which the military spouse

resudes.
(d) SERVICE OBLIGATION.—As a condition of receiv-
g assistance under subsection (¢), a military spouse who

participates in such a pilot program shall agree to serve
as a special education teacher in a school operated by the
Department of Defense Education Activity for a period of

three years.
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() STATE AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary may seek to
enter into an agreement with a State government (or licens-
g body sanctioned by a State government) to expedite cer-
tification described 1n subsection (c).

(f) REPORT.—Not later than one year before the termi-
nation under subsection (g) of the authority to carry out
a pilot program under this section, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional committees a report
regarding such pilot program. Such report shall include the
recommendation of the Secretary whether such authority
should be extended or made permanent.

(9) TERMINATION.—The authority under this section
shall termanate five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “appropriate congressional com-
mittee” means the following:
(A) The Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives.
(B) The Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate.
(C) The Commaittee on Education and

Workforce of the House of Representatives.
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(2) The term “unstitution of higher education”
has the meaning given such term in section 102 of the
Hugher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002).

(3) The term “special education teacher” has the
meaning given such term in section 103 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1003).

SEC. 578. PILOT PROGRAM FOR PUSH-TEXT NOTIFICATIONS
TO MEMBERS AND DEPENDENTS.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one year after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-

fense shall establish a pilot program to be known as the

“Push-Text Initiative” (in this section referred to as the
“pilot program”) to provide members of the Armed Forces,
assigned to one or more malitary installations located out-
side of the United States, and the adult dependents of such
members, with timely and relevant information via text
message.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Under the pilot program—

(1) a member of the Armed Forces assigned to a
location participating in the pilot program, or the de-
pendent of such a member, may elect to receive such
mformation using all available text messaging con-
tact information provided by such a member or de-

pendent; and
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1 (2) @ member or dependent who elects to receive
2 mformation under paragraph (1) may opt out of re-
3 cerving text messages under the pilot program at any
4 time.

5 (¢) COVERED INFORMATION.—Text wmessages trans-
6 matted under the pilot program shall include—

7 (1) wnformation on employment opportunities for
8 malitary spouses, career counseling, and related sup-
9 port programs;

10 (2) updates with respect to child care services
11 available both on and off the installation, availability
12 of child care, and child care fee assistance programs;
13 (3) anformation regarding general TRICARE
14 program benefits, enrollment deadlines, and other
15 health-related resources;

16 (4) motifications of changes in Department of
17 Defense policies, requlations, or Federal laws that af-
18 Jfect members or dependents of members; and

19 (5) any other information or resources that the
20 Secretary considers relevant to the well-being of mem-
21 bers and dependents of members.

22 (d) REPORT—Not later than October 1, 2027, the Sec-

23 vretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense
24 committees a report on the pilot program. Such report shall

25 include—
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(1) a description of how the pilot program was
vmplemented, including the timeline, execution plan,
and the official managing the pilot program;

(2) data on participation and usage, including
the number of individuals who elected to participate,
the rates of enrollment and disenrollment, and the fre-
quency and types of messages transmaitted;

(3) any observed benefits or outcomes of the pilot
program, including feedback from participants;

(4) an analysis of the costs of operating the pilot
program and any cost savings or efficiencies achieved
by consolidating or scaling back other outreach efforts
with respect to issues addressed by the pilot program;
and

(5) the recommendations of the Secretary with
respect to the feasibility and advisability of con-
tinwing or expanding the pilot program to the entire
Department of Defense, including any proposed modi-
fications to the program and an assessment of the an-
ticipated costs, resource requirements, and potential
benefits of Department-wide implementation.

(¢) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall terminate

23 on the day that is three years after the date on which the

24 pilot program is established.
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Subtitle I—Decorations and Awards
SEC. 581. GOLD STAR SURVIVOR: DEFINITION PRESCRIBED
BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

(a) DEFINITION PRESCRIBED BY SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE.—RSection 1126 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended, in subsection (d)(1), by striking “as the Secre-
taries concerned shall jointly specify in regulations for pur-

poses of this section” and inserting “as the Secretary of De-

fense prescribes in requlations”.

(b) REFERENCE.—Subsection (b) of such section 1is
amended—

(1) by imserting “(1)” before “Under regula-
tions”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(2)(A) An indwvidual eligible for a gold star lapel but-
ton under paragraph (1) may be referred to as a ‘gold star
survivor’, ‘member of a gold star famaly’, or ‘gold star fam-
wly member”,

“(B) All of the indvviduals eligible for a gold star lapel
button under paragraph (1) because of the loss of the life
of one member under any circumstances prescribed in sub-
section (a) may be referred to as a ‘gold star famaly’.”.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 626 of the

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022
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(Public Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 101 note) is amended by
striking subsection (c).
SEC. 582. MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS: ACCESS TO ANY
MILITARY INSTALLATION; LIAISON.

(a) ACCESS.—Section 1134a of title 10, United States
Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“le) ACCESS.—A person whose name is entered on the
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard Medal of Honor
Roll shall be issued a common access card (0r successor
wdentification) that grants such person unaccompanied ac-
cess to any military installation and the Pentagon.”.

(b) LIAISON.—Chapter 57 of title 10, United States
Code, 1s amended by inserting after section 1134a the fol-
lowing new section:

“§ 1134b. Medal of honor liaison

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the Department of
Defense a Medal of Honor Liaison, appointed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, who shall serve as liaison to MOH recipi-
ents.

“(b) DuTIES.—The duties of the Medal of Honor Liai-
son include the following:

“(1) To serve as a primary point of contact in
the Department for MOH recipients and their famai-

les.
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“2) To coordinate efforts within the Depart-
ment, across the armed forces, and with the Secretary
of Veterans Affarvrs and other Federal entities regard-
g MOH recipients.

“(3) To coordinate replacement of military deco-
rations under section 1135 of this title for MOH re-
ciprents.

“(4) To standardize protocol regarding MOH re-
cipients across the armed forces.

“(5) To perform public affairs outreach regard-
g MOH recipients.

“(6) To make recommendations to the Secretary
of Defense regarding service on active duty by MOH
recipients, including in combat.

“(c) MOH RECIPIENT DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘MOH recipient’ means a person whose name is en-
tered on the Army, Navy, Awr Force, and Coast Guard
Medal of Honor Roll under section 1134a of this title.”.

SEC. 583. TECHNICAL CORRECTION TO AUTHORIZATION TO
AWARD THE DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS
TO ISAAC “IKE” CAMACHO.

Section 592 of the National Defense Authorization Act

Jor Fiscal Year 2026 (Public Law 119-60) is amended, in

the section heading, by striking the third word.
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SEC. 584. AUTHORIZATION OF SERVICE RIBBON FOR A MEM-
BER OF THE NATIONAL GUARD WHO PER-
FORMS HOMELAND DEFENSE DUTY.

(a) RIBBON AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of the mali-
tary department concerned may award a service ribbon to
a member of the National Guard who performs duty in sup-
port of a homeland defense activity, as such term is defined
wm section 901 of title 32, United States Code.

(b) DESIGN.—The ribbon shall be of an appropriate

design approved by the Secretary of Defense.

(¢) ISSUANCE TO NEXT-OF-KIN.—If the member is de-
ceased, the Secretary of the malitary department concerned
may issue such a ribbon to the next-of-kin of the member.
(d) REGULATIONS.—The award of a ribbon under this
section shall be subject to such requlations as the Secretaries
of the malitary departments concerned shall prescribe for
purposes of this section. The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that any requlations prescribed under this subsection
are uniform to the extent practicable.
SEC. 585. AUTHORIZATION FOR POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF
MEDAL OF HONOR TO RAFAEL PERALTA FOR
ACTS OF VALOR.
(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding the time limi-
tations specified in sections 8298(a) and 8300 of title 10,

United States Code, or any other time limitation with re-

spect to the awarding of certain medals to persons who
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served in the Armed Forces, the President 1s authorized to
award the Medal of Honor, under section 8291 of such title,
to Rafael Peralta for the acts of valor described in sub-
section (D).

(b) AcrS OF VALOR DESCRIBED.— The acts of valor
described in this subsection are the actions of Rafael Peralta
as a member of the Marine Corps on November 15, 2004,
Sor which he was previously awarded the Navy Cross.

SEC. 586. AUTHORIZATION FOR POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF
MEDAL OF HONOR TO ROBERT A. LODGE FOR
ACTS OF VALOR.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding the time limi-
tations specified in section 9274 of title 10, United States
Code, or any other time lLimitation with respect to the
awarding of certain medals to persons who served in the
Armed Forces, the President may award the Medal of
Homnor under section 9271 of such title to Robert A. Lodge
Jor the acts of valor described in subsection (D).

(b) Acts OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor
described in this subsection are the actions of Robert A.

Lodge as a Major in the Air Force on May 10, 1972.
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SEC. 587. AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF THE DISTIN-

GUISHED-SERVICE CROSS FOR JAMES O.
RATLIFF FOR ACTS OF VALOR DURING THE
VIETNAM WAR.

(a) WAIVER OF TIME LIMITATIONS.—Notwithstanding
the time limitations specified i section 7274 of title 10,
United States Code, or any other time limitation with re-
spect to the awarding of certain medals to persons who
served in the Armed Forces, the President may award a
Distinguished-Service Cross under section 7272 of such title
to James O. Ratliff for the acts of valor described in sub-
section (D).

(b) Acts OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor
described in this subsection arve the actions of James O.
Ratliff on June 18, 1968, as a member of the Army during
a combat maission near the village of Ap Go Cong during
the Vietnam War.

SEC. 588. AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD THE DISTINGUISHED-
SERVICE CROSS TO JOSEPH P. LYNCH FOR
ACTS OF VALOR AS A MEMBER OF THE ARMY
DURING THE VIETNAM WAR.

(a) WAIVER OF TIME LIMITATIONS.—Notwithstanding
the time limitations specified in section 7274 of title 10,
Unated States Code, or any other tvme limitation with re-
spect to the awarding of certain medals to persons who
served in the Armed Forces, the Secretary of the Army may
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award the Distinguished-Service Cross under section 7272
of such title to Joseph P. Lynch for the acts of valor in
described in subsection (b).

(b) Acts OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor
described wn this subsection are the actions of Joseph P.
Lynch on April 17, 1968, as a member of the Army, during
a combat mission near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, for
which he was previously awarded the Silver Star.

SEC. 589. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AWARD OF
MEDAL OF HONOR TO THOMAS J. GRASSO
FOR ACTS OF VALOR DURING OPERATION
FREEDOM’S SENTINEL.

It 1s the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense should review the
acts of valor of Thomas J. Grasso as a Sergeant First
Class wn the Army during Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel to determine whether to recommend to the Presi-
dent to award Thomas J. Grasso the Medal of Honor
Jor such acts of valor; and

(2) subject to the enactment of legislation to
wawve the time limitations in section 7274 of title 10,
United States Code, the President should award the
Medal of Honor to Thomas J. Grasso for such acts of

valor if the Secretary so recommends.
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SEC. 589A. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AWARD OF

MEDAL OF HONOR TO RETIRED COLONEL
PHILIP JJ. CONRAN FOR ACTS OF VALOR IN
LAOS DURING THE VIETNAM WAR.

It 1s the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Secretary of Defense should review the

acts of valor of Philip J. Conran on October 6, 1969,

as a member of the Air Force, during a combat mis-

sion in the Savannakhet Province of Laos to deter-
mane whether to recommend to the President to award

Philip J. Conran the Medal of Honor for such acts

of valor; and

(2) subject to the enactment of legislation to

wawe the time limitations specified in section 9274

of title 10, Unated States Code, the President should

award the Medal of Honor to Philip J. Conran for
such acts of valor if the Secretary so recommends.

Subtitle J—Other Matters and

Miscellaneous Reports
SEC. 591. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY OF VETERANS FOR
CERTAIN MILITARY ADAPTIVE SPORTS PRO-
GRAM.

Section 2564a of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended, in subsection (a)(1)(B), in the matter preceding
clause (1), by striking *, during the one-year period fol-
lowing the veteran’s date of separation,”.
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SEC. 592. EXPANDED GOALS OF AUTHORIZED PROGRAM RE-

GARDING THE NATIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 ME-
MORIAL AND MUSEUM.

The Secretary of Defense shall seek to amend any
agreement entered into by the Secretary pursuant to section
539 of the Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025
(Public Law 118-159) to include promoting security at the
National September 11 Memorial and Museum.

SEC. 593. LOCAL AGRICULTURAL PROCUREMENT IN GUAM
COMMISSARIES.

(a) DESIGNATION OF LIAISON.—The Director of the
Defense Commissary Agency shall designate an official
within the Defense Commissary Agency responsible for
liaising with farmers, ranchers, fishermen, and food pro-
ducers in Guam for the purpose of assisting those persons
wm doing business with the Defense Commassary Agency and
mereasing the availability of locally produced food products
wm commassaries located in Guam.

(b) PLAN TO INCREASE LOCAL PROCUREMENT.—

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Defense Commissary Agency shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a plan to in-
crease the volume of locally grown produce sold in

commassaries located in Guam.

*HR 8800 RH



401
(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) adentify barriers to procuring locally
grown produce from producers in Guam;

(B) describe steps the Defense Commissary
Agency will take to improve outreach, con-
tracting, distribution, and procurement opportu-
nities for producers in Guam;

(C) establish measurable benchmarks and
timelines for increasing the amount of locally
grown produce sold in commissaries located in
Guam; and

(D) include a goal that not less than 15
percent of all produce sold in commissaries lo-
cated in Guam be locally sourced from Guam
producers.

(¢) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than two
years after the date of the submassion of the plan required
under subsection (b), the Director of the Defense Com-
massary Agency shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on the implementation of the plan, in-
cluding—

(1) the percentage of produce sold in com-

missaries located in Guam that is locally sourced;
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(2) a description of progress made toward

achieving the goal described in subsection (b)(2)(D);

(3) any challenges encountered in 1mplementing
the plan; and
(4) recommendations for legislative or adminis-
tratiwe action to further increase procurement from
producers in Guam.
SEC. 594. SUBMISSION OF REVIEW OF OPERATIONAL EFFEC-
TIVENESS OF ARMY AND MARINE CORPS
GROUND COMBAT UNITS.

(a) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than seven
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to Congress the complete,
unredacted review of operational effectiveness of Army and
Marine Corps ground combat units that is the subject of

the memorandum issued by the Under Secretary of Defense

Jor Personnel and Readiness on December 18, 2025, relating

to “Review of the Operational Effectiveness of Army and
Marine Corps Ground Combat Units”.

(b) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United States shall sub-
mit to the congressional defense commattees a report review-

Mg—
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(1) the review submatted to Congress under sub-
section (a); and
(2) any actions taken by the Secretary of Defense

mn response to the review.

TITLE VI—-MILITARY COMPENSA-

TION AND OTHER BENEFITS

Subtitle A—Bonus and Incentive
Pays
SEC. 601. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EXPIRING
BONUS AND SPECIAL PAY AUTHORITIES.

(a) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO RESERVE FORCES.—
Section 910(g) of title 37, United States Code, relating to
meome replacement payments for reserve component mem-
bers experiencing extended and frequent mobilization for ac-
tive duty service, is amended by striking “December 31,
20267 and inserting “December 31, 2027

(b) TrrLE 10 AUTHORITIES RELATING TO HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS.—The following sections of title 10,

Inated States Code, are amended by striking “December 31,
2026”7 and inserting “December 31, 2027":
(1) Section 2130a(a)(1), relating to nurse officer
candidate accession program.
(2) Section 16302(d), relating to repayment of
education loans for certain health professionals who

serve in the Selected Reserve.
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(¢) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO NUCLEAR OFFI-
CERS.—Section 333(1) of title 37, United States Code, 1is
amended by striking “December 31, 2026”7 and inserting
“December 31, 2027

(d) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO TITLE 37 CONSOLI-
DATED SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE PAY, AND BONUS AU-
THORITIES.—The  following sections of title 37, United
States Code, are amended by striking “December 31, 2026
and wnserting “December 31, 2027

(1) Section 331(h), relating to general bonus au-
thority for enlisted members.

(2) Section 332(g), relating to general bonus au-
thority for officers.

(3) Section 334(i), relating to special aviation
mcentive pay and bonus authorities for officers.

(4) Section 335(k), relating to special bonus and
meentive pay authorities for officers in health profes-
S1ONS.

(5) Section 336(g), relating to contracting bonus
Jor cadets and maidshipmen enrolled in the Senior Re-
serve Officers” Training Corps.

(6) Section 351(h), relating to hazardous duty
pay.

(7) Section 352(g), relating to assignment pay or

special duty pay.
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(8) Section 353(1), relating to skill incentive pay
or proficiency bonus.
(9) Section 355(h), relating to retention incen-
twes for members qualified wn critical military skills
or assigned to high priority units.

(¢) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY INCREASE IN

RATES OF BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING.—Section

403(b) of title 37, Unated States Code, 1is amended—

(1) wn paragraph (7)(E), relating to an area cov-
ered by a major disaster declaration or contarning an
mstallation experiencing an influx of military per-
sonnel, by striking “December 31, 2026”7 and insert-
g “December 31, 2027”; and

(2) wn paragraph (8)(C), relating to an area
where actual housing costs differ from current rates
by more than 20 percent, by striking “December 31,

20267 and inserting “December 31, 2027

SEC. 602. AUTHORIZING BOARD CERTIFICATION INCENTIVE

PAY FOR MEDICAL OFFICERS WITH DOC-
TORAL DEGREES.

Section 335(c)(2) of title 37, United States Code, 1is

amended by inserting *, or holds a doctoral degree that the
Secretary concerned determines appropriate,” after “is

board certified”.
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SEC. 603. ONE-TIME CORRECTIVE INCREASE AND ANNUAL

ADJUSTMENTS FOR CERTAIN SPECIAL AND
INCENTIVE PAYS FOR MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES; CLARIFICATION OF SPECIAL
AND INCENTIVE PAY AUTHORITIES FOR MEM-
BERS OF RESERVE COMPONENTS.
(a) ADJUSTMENTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 19 of title 37, Unated
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:
“§1017. Adjustments to amounts of special and incen-
tive pays

“(a) INITIAL INCREASE.—Effective on January 1 of
the first year that begins after the date of the enactment
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2027, the Secretary of Defense shall increase the amount
of each covered special and incentive pay (rounded to the
nearest dollar) for members of the armed forces by the great-
er of—

“(1) the percentage by which the CPI for the base
quarter of the preceding year exceeds the CPI for the
base quarter preceding the last statutory or adminis-
trative increase date for such covered special and in-
centive pay; and

“(2) the percentage by which the average rate of
basic pay for members of the armed forces under sec-
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tion 203(a) of this title in effect on such January 1

exceeds the average rate of basic pay for members of
the armed forces under such section 203(a) that was
wm effect on the last statutory or adminmistrative in-
crease date for such covered special and incentive pay.
“(b) RECURRING INCREASE.—E]ffective on January 1
of the second year that begins after the date of the enactment
of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

2027, and each January 1 thereafter, the Secretary of De-

10 fense shall increase the amount of each covered special and

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

mcentive pay (rounded to the nearest dollar) for members
of the armed forces by the greater of—

“(1) the percentage by which the CPI for the base
quarter of the preceding year exceeds the CPI for the
base quarter of the year before the preceding year; and

“(2) the percentage by which the rate of basic
pay for members of the armed forces under section
203(a) of this title is increased on such January 1
Jrom the rate of basic pay for such members in effect
the preceding year.

“(c) RELATIONSHIP TO LIMITS OF AMOUNTS IN
LAaw.—The Secretary shall increase the amount of each cov-
ered special and incentive pay in accordance with sub-

section (a) or (D) notwithstanding any limitation on the
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I maximum amount of such pay specified in any other provi-

2 sion of law.
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“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘base quarter’ for any year is the
three-month period ending on September 30 of such
year.

“(2) The term ‘covered special and incentive
pay’ means—

“(A) a bonus, incentive, or special pay pay-
able under chapter 5 of this title; and
“(B) the allowance payable under section

427 of this title.

“(3) The term ‘CPI’ means the Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers published by the Bu-
reaw of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor.

“(4) The term ‘last statutory or administrative
wcrease date’ means the date of the most recent ad-
Justment to an amount of pay that—

“(A) reflects a revision based on objective
economic indicators or an increase to basic pay

Jor members of the armed forces; or

“(B) was made by Act of Congress.”.
( 2 ) PUBLICATION OF ONE-TIME ADJUSTMENTS.—

Not later than December 31 of the year of the enact-
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ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall pub-

lish in the Federal Register a table that identifies—

(A) each covered special and incentive pay
(as defined wn section 1017 of title 37, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a) of this
section);

(B) the last statutory or administration in-
crease date (as defined in such section 1017) of
each such pay;

(C) the amount of increase of such pay after
the application of subsection (a) of such section
1017; and

(D) the total amount of such pay after the
application of such subsection (a).

(b) CLARIFICATION OF SPECIAL AND INCENTIVE PAY
AUTHORITIES FOR MEMBERS OF RESERVE (COMPO-
NENTS.—Section 357 of title 37, Unated States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking “special or incentive pay” and
wmserting “bonus, incentive, or special pay’; and
(2) by striking “if the Secretary concerned” and

all that follows and inserting a period.
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1 SEC. 604. PAYMENT OF MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF AVIATION IN-

2 CENTIVE PAY TO AVIATION OFFICERS WITH
3 MORE THAN 8 YEARS OF AVIATION SERVICE;
4 ENHANCEMENT OF RETENTION INCENTIVES
5 AVAILABLE TO AVIATION OFFICERS.
6 (a) PAYMENT OF MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF AVIATION IN-
7 CENTIVE PAY 1O OFFICERS WiTH MORE THAN 8 YEARS
8 OF AVIATION SERVICE.—Section 334(c) of title 37, United
9 States Code, 1s amended—
10 (1) i paragraph (1)(A), by inserting “subject to
11 paragraph (5),” before “aviation incentive”; and
12 (2) by adding at the end the following new para-
13 graph:
14 “(5) MAXIMUM AMOUNT FOR OFFICERS WITH
15 MORE THAN 8 YEARS OF AVIATION SERVICE.—An offi-
16 cer of the Army, Navy, Awr Force, Marine Corps, or
17 Space Force who s entitled to aviation incentive pay
18 under subsection (a) and has completed more than 8
19 years of aviation service shall receive the maximum
20 monthly amount of such pay under paragraph
21 (1)(A).”.
22 (b) ENHANCEMENT OF AIR FORCE RATED OFFICER

23 RETENTION DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—
24 (1) ELIGIBLE OFFICERS.—Subsection (b)(2) of

25 section 604 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense

*HR 8800 RH



O© 00 2 O WD B W N e

[\© TN NG I N T NG I NG I NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) B ~S O I NO S e

411
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law

117-263; 37 U.S.C. 301b note) s amended—
(A) by striking “and not less than one
year”; and
(B) by striking “under section 653 of title

10, United States Code™.

(2) WRITTEN AGREEMENTS.—Subsection (¢)(1)
of such section 1s amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘four years” and inserting

“one year”; and

(B) by striking “under section 653 of title

10, United States Code™.

(3) RETENTION INCENTIVES.—Subsection (d) of
such section s amended—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting

the following new paragraph (1):

“(1) FLEXIBILITY OF ASSIGNMENT AND DUTY LO-
CATIONS.—Under the demonstration program re-
quired under subsection (a), the Secretary shall offer
to a rated officer described in subsection (b), to the
maximum extent practicable (as determined by the
Secretary)—

“(A) assignment to the duty location of the
rated officer’s preference, including consecutive

assignments to the same duty location;
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“(B) the opportunity to perform a staff as-
signment that does not require flying remotely,
such that the officer may avoid relocation or re-
main i active flying status; and

“(C) the opportunity to transition indefi-
nitely to a mon-combat aviation service posi-
tion.”;

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following new paragraph (2):

“(2) AVIATION BONUS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Under the demonstra-
tion program required under subsection (a), not-
withstanding section 334(c) of title 37, Unated
States Code, the Secretary may pay to a rated
officer described in subsection (b) an aviation
bonus not to exceed an average annual amount
of $100,000.

“(B) PAYMENT OF MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The
Secretary—

“(1) shall ensure the maximum amount
payable under subparagraph (A) is offered
to any rated officer describe