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Brrr-aving the cold
Starting the New Year with a chilly dip becomes a family tradition

SCAF
accepts
$3M
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Floyd Jones left
endowment to help
local community
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Editor

PEGGY WENDEL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Tana Mattson leads the sprint out of the frigid waters of Utsalady Bay on north Camano Island during the ninth
annual Polar Plunge on New Year’s Day 2019.

By PEGGY WENDEL
Staff Reporter

T

ana Mattson took a chilly
dip on Jan. 1 in Utsalady
Bay off Camano Island. She
joined about 15 people who
rose to the chilly challenge this year.
“It’s tradition,” said Tana Mattson.
“It’s a great way to start the New Year,
the only way. It gives you a sense of
accomplishment.”
She took the Polar Plunge with her
father, Robert Quam.
“It’s stinging cold,” he said. “It’s
something fun to do with my daughter. Even though it’s cold, it feels
good. I used to scuba dive. For this,
there’s not much equipment required
compared to scuba diving. It’s much
cheaper.”
For nine years, Forté Music Dance
Art has sponsored this exhilarating event. People gather at the Forté

studio at 1095 Essex St., then take a
short walk to Utsalady Beach. More
people come to cheer than to take the
dip, but everyone has fun. Afterward
they meet at Forté Studio for a hot
bowl of chili, cornbread, hot drinks
and conversation.
Kyle Bingham plunged his tattoocovered body into the chilly Puget
Sound waters. It was his ﬁfth polar
plunge. This year, he took his son,
Max for his ﬁrst New Year’s dip.
When asked why he did it, Bingham said, “To be brave, to overcome
fear.”
“Peer pressure,” said Cameron
LaPlante with a laugh. “I did it last
year and it was a lot of fun.”
Chances are, these people and more
will be back next year for the 10th
annual plunge.
Staff reporter Peggy Wendel:
pwendel@scnews.com or 360-416-2189
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People passed each other on the beach as
they hopped in and out of the Puget Sound
off Camano Island.

ONLINE

Stanwood-Camano Area Foundation in December became the
grateful recipient of a nearly $3
million legacy gift — in cash and
stock options — from the estate of
long-time philanthropist and community supporter
Floyd Jones, who
died in January
2018.
A few months
before his death,
Jones met with
SCAF Executive
Director Bev
Floyd Jones
Pronishan and
Philanthropist
board members
died in 2018
Jeff Lind and
Theresa Metzger,
also former
INSIDE
executive director,
Giving Tuesday
about his plan to
donations
leave a legacy gift top $61,000,
for the foundation PAGE A3
in his will. He
wanted it used to
create the Floyd and Delores Jones
Endowed Fund to assist SCAF in
fulﬁlling its mission of developing
a healthy and sustainable Stanwood/Camano community.
The size of Jones gift was a surprise, even though the Foundation
members had no expectations and
didn’t know how soon it would
arrive, Metzger said last week.
Jones and his wife, Delores,
made many charitable gifts over
the years, including $10 million
toward building the Stanwood
Camano YMCA and donations to
numerous community-building
projects such as the Camano Center and Camano Island Library.
“Floyd was as strategic a philanthropist as he was an investment
manager,” Metzger said.

See more photos from the dip at SCnews.com
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COURTESY OF FRANCINE PETICLERC

Judge Vickie Churchill presided over a ceremony to swear in newly elected or re-elected representatives on Dec. 21 at the Island County Courthouse: Coroner Robert Bishop (from left), Sheriff Rick Felici,
Auditor Sheilah Crider, Treasurer Wanda Grone, Assessor Mary Engle, Clerk Debra Van Pelt, Prosecutor
Greg Banks and District 3 Commissioner Janet St. Clair.

Island Co. leaders ready to serve
By SC NEWS STAFF
Newly elected Janet St. Clair will hold
her first ofﬁcial town hall meeting as
District 3 commissioner at 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 24, at the Camano Library, 848
N. Sunrise Blvd, Camano Island.
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District 3 includes North Whidbey
and Camano Island and St. Clair plans to
be available to her constituents on both
islands. She can be reached by via email
at district3@co.island.wa.us or 360-6797354 to schedule an appointment.
St. Clair will be available in the
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Camano ofﬁce on Monday mornings
and Fridays.
“I look forward to listening to those
I serve and working with the leadership and staff in Island County to ﬁnd
effective solutions to the issues in our
communities,” she said.
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