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WEATHER ON THE WEB INDEX COMING TOMORROW

Tribal report says salmon, 
treaty rights are at risk

By MARTHA BELLISLE

Associated Press

SEATTLE — A fed-
eral judge on Thursday held 
Washington state’s mental 
health services agency in 
contempt for failing to 
comply with her order to 
provide competency services 
to mentally ill defendants in 
a timely fashion.

The Department of Social 
and Health Services is violat-
ing the constitutional rights 
of these people by forc-
ing them to wait weeks or 

months in jail before receiv-
ing competency evaluations 
or treatment to restore their 
competency, U.S. District 
Judge Marsha Pechman said 
in her order.

Last year, Pechman issued 
a permanent injunction that 
required the state to fix the 
problems at its state hospi-
tals, but on Thursday she 
said mentally ill people are 
still languishing in jails.

In May, only 20 percent of 
defendants ordered to receive 
in-hospital competency 
evaluations were admitted 
within seven days and only 

32 percent of those ordered 
to receive competency treat-
ment were admitted within 
a week, she said. In one case, 
a defendant waited in jail for 
treatment for 97 days after 
he was found incompetent to 
stand trial, she said.

“The people of Washing-
ton deserve to have their 
mental health needs and 
the needs of their spouses, 
parents, children, and friends 
attended to with the same ur-
gency and dignity our society 
expects hospitals to respond 
with when presented with a 
broken bone or a cancerous 

tumor,” Pechman said.
In order to force the state 

to comply, Pechman ordered 
sanctions of $500 to $1,000 
per day for each person who 
is forced to wait more than a 
week for those services.

Adolfo Capestany, a 
spokesman for the agency, 
says they are consulting with 
their lawyers and will com-
ment at a later time.

The lawyers representing 
the mentally ill defendants in 
the class action lawsuit praised 
Pechman’s contempt order.

By KYLE POTTER

Associated Press

FALCON HEIGHTS, Minn. — A 
woman who watched as a police officer 
fatally shot her boyfriend during a traffic 
stop streamed the gruesome aftermath 
of the slaying live on Facebook, telling a 
worldwide audience that her companion 
had been shot “for no apparent reason” 
while reaching for his wallet.

Within hours, the Minnesota governor 
was pressing for the Justice Department to 
open its second investigation of the week 
into the death of a black man at the hands 
of police.

“Nobody should be shot and killed in 
Minnesota for a tail light being out of 
function,” Democrat Mark Dayton said. 
“Would this have happened if those pas-
sengers would have been white? I don’t 
think it would have.”

By BRENNA VISSER   •   @Brenna_SVH

B
URLINGTON — Make 
sure the lettuce isn’t too 
firm or too soft, remem-

ber not to bundle the kale too 
low on the stalks, and know what 
type of box is best for packing.

These skills are a small part of 
what students will learn while 
enrolled in a new farming practi-
cum offered through a partnership 

between Skagit Valley College and 
Viva Farms.

The practicum is a three quarters-
long component of existing pro-
grams. It is intended to take what 
those interested in starting inde-
pendent farms learn in classroom 
settings and offer hands-on experi-
ences, Viva Farms Operations and 
Incubator Director Rob Smith said.

“Consider it like a capstone,” Smith 
said. “There is no better substitute 
than just doing it.”

About seven years ago, Viva Farms 
was founded as a way to educate new 
farmers and help them establish their 

own businesses.
To get into the farms’ Incubator 

Program, applicants had to take two 
Cultivating Success classes through 
the Washington State Univer-
sity Skagit County Extension that 
focused on production plans and 
entrepreneurship. 

Smith and others at Viva Farms 
realized, however, that these classes 
were not preparing students enough 
for the world of local agriculture. He 
said he saw issues in farmer retention 
rates.

Judge: Washington in contempt in mental health case

Video shows  
the aftermath of 
police shooting 
in Minnesota
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Diamond Reynolds, the girlfriend of Philando 

Castile, cries outside the governor’s residence 

Thursday in St. Paul, Minn. Castile was fatally 

shot by police during a traffic stop Wednesday.

New farming practicum gives students hands-on experience 
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Francisco Cabrera (right) talks to students at Viva Farms about how to identify lettuce that is at its prime for harvest, what to look 

for to indicate it is a quality product and how to clean and field pack the produce for distribution.
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By TERRY WALLACE

Associated Press

DALLAS — Snipers opened fire on 
police officers in Dallas on Thursday night, 
killing four officers and injuring seven 
others during protests over two recent fatal 
police shootings of black men, police said.

Three people were in custody and a 
fourth person was exchanging gunfire with 
authorities, Police Chief David Brown said 
early Friday morning.

Authorities were negotiating with a sus-
pect in a downtown parking garage who 
has been firing at officers, Brown said at a 
news conference, when the Skagit Valley 
Herald went to press.

The suspect was not cooperating and 
told negotiators he intends to hurt more 
law enforcement officials, the chief said.
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