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Kwiaht staff members amber notaro, left, and christian oldham, clean and collect samples from a 
blackmouth chinook salmon caught by a fisherman at the ressurection Derby last weekend. Fish 
parts, including the stomach and heads, will be used for research. 

Anglers, researchers partner to use 
fishing event to advance science
BY JACQUELINE ALLISON

jallison@goanacortes.com

One by  one, f i shermen 
dropped their salmon on the 
scale to see if their catch was big 
enough to take the top spot on 
the leader board Sunday at Cap 
Sante Marina.

After teams high-fived and 
posed for pictures, a team of 
researchers gutted the fish and 
took blood and stomach samples.

This was a dual-purpose derby. 
While its first goal was recre-
ation, the anglers partnered with 
the Kwiaht research lab to allow 
their fresh catches to be analyzed.

The nonprofit lab, based in 
the San Juan Islands, collected 
information that focused on the 
salmon diet, overall health and 
indications of disease.

The work is part of a larger 
effort among 60 organizations 
and agencies to understand why 
chinook salmon are dying in the 
Salish Sea. Populations declines 
have coincided with rising ocean 
temperatures and acidification, 
and loss of forage fish, according 
to The Salish Sea Marine Survival 
Project.

“It’s really useful in having 
less of an impact because the fish 
are already being taken to eat,” 
said Amber Notaro, a Kwiaht 
staff associate, of the partnership.

A research team will also be 
on-site at two upcoming derbies 
on San Juan Island.

One-hundred teams partici-
pated in this year’s Resurrection 

Derby, a blackmouth chinook 
fishing competition, over the 
weekend. They compete for brag-
ging rights, prize money and to 
raise money for salmon enhance-
ment.

The event is sponsored by the 
Fidalgo/San Juan Islands Chapter 
of Puget Sound Anglers.

“The best part is getting a 
bunch of guys and gals togeth-
er that love to fish,” said Derby 
Chair Scott Propst. “This is the 
first derby of the season.”

Blackmouth fishing opened 
this month and is scheduled to 
run through April 15, or until the 
fishing quota is reached. Black-

mouth are juvenile chinook.
Fish were caught in Marine 

Area 7, which includes the waters 
around Fidalgo and San Juan 
islands.

The fishing
Anglers may only take hatch-

ery chinook, to avoid impacts on 
endangered wild stocks, accord-
ing to Fish & Wildlife regula-
tions. Hatchery chinook are dis-
tinguished from wild fish by a 
clipped adipose fin on the fish’s 
back.

Fishermen must also follow 

DUAL-PURPOSE DERBY 
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Darrin small of edmonds, right, was the first-place finisher with 
an 18.5-pound salmon. nic Pulley of marysville came in second 
with a 16.5-pound fish. 

See Fishing, page A2
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The median age on 
Fidalgo Island is climbing, 
more residents are going 
to college, and housing is 
unaffordable for half of 
renters, according to U.S. 
Census data released in 
December.

Those are just some of 
the findings of the Ameri-
can Community Survey, 
an ongoing survey that 
covers a five-year period 
with updates released 
each year. The survey 
gathers  demographic 
information about U.S. 
communities on a con-
tinual basis supplement-
ing the 10-year Census 
that collects data over a 
shorter period, once every 
decade. There are varied 
margins of errors with 
ACS estimates.

According to the five-
year compilation of ACS 
results covering 2012-
2017:

Families
Of 9,379 Fidalgo Island 

(98221) households, the 
average size is 2.23 people 
per household. Among 
households, 23 percent 
include one or more 
children, and 54 percent 
include one or more per-
son over 60.

There are 6,212 fami-
lies (with one or more 
person related to head 

Survey: We’re older, 
educated but face 
high housing costs

Explore more 
 Vis i t  factf inder.
census.gov for more 
community data.

See Census, page A5

Project gives public access to town’s oldest newspapers
BY BRIANA ALZOLA

balzola@goanacortes.com

The yellowed, fragile 
pages of Anacortes Amer-
ican newspaper editions 
from over a century ago 
are too delicate to simply 
browse, but public access 

to the oldest editions 
is opening up with the 
launch of a project that 
has been under way for 
more than a year.

In a partnership with 
the Washington State 
Library, the Anacortes 
Museum and the Ana-
cortes American, the ear-
liest issues from the nearly 
128-year-old newspaper 
have been digitized for 
browsing online. Anyone 
wanting to get a glimpse 
of the early days of Ana-

cortes now have that 
resource at their finger-
tips.

“This has been a really 
fun project to work on,” 
said Shawn Schollmeyer, 
digital newspaper coordi-
nator with the Washington 
State Library.

The site is now in ser-
vice, though work is still 
being done for its official 
launch later this week.

For now, the digitiza-
tion project is focusing on 
the public domain years 

of 1890 up to 1913. More 
decades will be coming, 
Schollmeyer said, but the 
process takes a lot of time 
and money. A website was 
built to host the pages, 
which were then scanned 
in by volunteers and a 
half-time employee. They 
also added metadata to 
make the content search-
able by words, which 
makes research much 
faster.
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old copies of the anacortes american, like this 
one from 1909, are now available to browse online.See Digital, page A4
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Dakota Creek 
ship gets final 
OK to fish in 
U.S. waters
BY JACQUELINE  
ALLISON

jallison@goanacortes.com

Th e  $ 7 5  m i l l i o n 
America’s Finest, built at 
Dakota Creek Industries, 
passed the final hurdle to 
fish U.S. waters last week.

The Coast  Guard 
review found that Dakota 
Creek did not knowingly 
violate the 1920 Jones Act 
when it built the fishing 
vessel with too much for-
eign-modified steel.

A waiver for the ves-
sel, which forgives the 
shipbuilding mistake and 
allows it to fish in the 
U.S., was signed into law 
in December. The 30-day 
Coast Guard review was 
the last step of a process 
that took about a year and 
a half.

With the waiver and 
Dakota Creek’s future 
uncertain, the company 
had laid off about half its 
workforce to a low of 175.

But Dakota Creek 
Vice President Mike Nel-
son said the shipyard is 
already growing and back 
up to about 220 right 
now. He expects project 
bidding will pick up, and 
he hopes to add 50 more 
employees this year.

“Glad that it’s over 
and happy for all the 

people that don’t have a 
cloud hanging over them 
anymore,” he said in an 
interview Monday.

The ship’s owner, Fish-
ermen’s Finest of Kirk-
land, will now be able to 
fish the 264-foot state-of-
the-art trawler in the Ber-
ing Sea as planned.

The America’s Finest 
completed three days of 
sea trials in December 
and “performed fantasti-
cally,” Fisherman’s Finest 
President Dennis Moran 
told the Anacortes Ameri-
can last week. Final work 
is expected to wrap up in 
the next couple months.

“The big news is the 
waiver is through, and the 
shipyard is going to sur-
vive,” Moran said.

Quest ions  remain, 
however, on the impacts 
of temporary fishing limi-
tations attached to the 
waiver, which will affect 
all of Fishermen’s Finest 
ships and set 53 separate 
limits on the fish the com-
pany can catch and pro-
cess, Moran said.

Those restrictions were 
added to the waiver at 
the urging of some Pacific 
Northwest fishing compa-
nies that are Fishermen’s 
Finest competitors.

See Ship, page A3


