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AVA RONNING 
Skagit Valley Herald

LA CONNER — The Port of 
Skagit hosted a demonstration 
Thursday on how La Conner Mar-
itime Service safely recycles older 
boats that may cause harm to the 
environment.

The Skagit County Vessel Turn-In 
recycling event included a tour of 
vessels that have been turned in for 
recycling, brief presentations from 
project partners and a demonstra-
tion of the processes of boat decon-
struction and recycling. The event 
was part of the Vessel Turn-In Pro-
gram managed by the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources as a way 
to prevent abandoned boats from 
polluting marine habitats.

RACQUEL MUNCY
Skagit Valley Herald

After 40 years of teaching 
culinary arts, and 50 years in 
the food industry altogether, 
Lyle Hildahl has decided it is 
time to retire.

Hildahl has been a cor-
nerstone of the culinary pro-
grams at Skagit Valley College 
and the Northwest Career and 
Technical Academy, but it was 
only by chance that he became 
a chef in the first place.

Originally, Hildahl said 
he wanted to be a Lutheran 
minister and attend Pacific 
Lutheran University, but his 
high school counselor told 
him he would not be able to 
afford the private university.

Instead, Hildahl decided to 
attend Washington State Uni-
versity, but when he did so he 
said he had no clue what he 
wanted to do with his life.

The summer before his 
freshman year of college he 
said he was at an All You Can 
Eat Night at a Pizza Hut when 
a professor asked Hildahl what 
he had planned for a major. At 
the time, Hildahl said he was 
thinking about a business-re-
lated degree.

It was from this professor 
that he learned about the hos-
pitality business management 
program.

Hildahl decided to enroll in 
a hospitality course.

“I take this course and I 
absolutely fall in love with it,” 
Hildahl said.

During college, the first 
restaurant Hildahl worked at 
was Clinkerdagger in Spokane, 
which was owned by Restau-
rants Unlimited.

His plan for after college was 
to be head of operations for a 
food and beverage company, 
but Restaurants Unlimited 
recruited him as its executive 

chef in 1976.
“I didn’t realize I had this 

ability,” Hildahl said. “I didn’t 
want to be a cook.”

He became inspired to teach 
by his two young children.

After going through a 
divorce, Hildahl said when he 
had his kids he thought they 
would always want to go out to 
eat, so he rarely cooked.

His daughter, at the age of 

5, asked why if he was a chef 
he didn’t cook at home, and 
she asked to cook dinner with 
him.

Hildahl said he took the 
opportunity to teach his kids 
about cooking with fresh, local 
ingredients. This way they 
would understand about the 
people who farmed the food, 
the flavor components and the 
time needed to prepare meals.

“It’s the first lesson I had 
in terms of what I wanted to 
teach,” he said. “Cooking is 
an event. It’s not a moment in 
time to eat and provide nutri-
ents.”

In 1984, Hildahl became 
director for culinary arts and 
hospitality management at 
Skagit Valley College, and his 
journey as a teacher had offi-
cially begun.

Over the years, he has also 
had other roles in the food 
industry.

Some of his most memora-
ble include being a co-owner 
of Flounder Bay Café in Ana-
cortes for seven years.

“Those seven (years) were 
the most inspiring,” Hildahl 
said.

He said he enjoyed having 
the opportunity to make deci-
sions and impact customers. 
The restaurant became profit-
able in its fourth year.

“Every season had its 
moments. It was fun, hard,” he 
said. “When you own a restau-
rant you live it. It’s your life.”

SKAGIT VALLEY HERALD FILE

Lyle Hildahl with his Northwest Career and Technical Academy culinary arts students in 2019.

ENDING IN BEAUTY
Culinary arts 
instructor finishes 
strong in his 40 
years of teaching

Derelict 
boats being 
recycled
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Lyle Hildahl with a painting he received after leaving Skagit Valley 
College for the Washington Restaurant Association. Attached is a 
note from an exchange student who taught him the importance 
of finishing strong — or to end in beauty.
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Dear Skagit Valley Community,
It is with great excitement and 

honor that I step into the role of 
publisher at the Skagit Valley Her-
ald. As I take the helm, I want to 
share a little about myself.

MY JOURNEY

My path to this moment has been 
winding, much like the Skagit River 
that winds through our picturesque 
valley. Growing up in eastern Ken-
tucky, I discovered my love of jour-
nalism early on working for my 
hometown newspaper, The Corbin 
Times Tribune. From writing obit-
uaries to managing mail, I learned 
that every word mattered.

Throughout my career, I’ve criss-
crossed the country, from Army 
Times Publishing and USA Today 
in Washington, D.C., the city of 
Detroit as senior vice president 
of the Detroit Media Partnership, 
which oversees the Detroit Free 
Press and The Detroit News, and 
more recently in Tacoma as pub-
lisher of The News Tribune.

Greetings from 
your publisher
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The Port of Anacortes 

is now one of three Wash-

ington state ports with a 

tsunami mitigation and 

resiliency planning strat-

egy thanks to a collabo-

rative effort with numer-

ous agencies and stake-

holders.
“The threat of tsu-

namis to the maritime 

community of the Gue-

mes Channel and the 
Port of Anacortes is sig-

nificant,” Washington 

Emergency Management 

Division Tsunami Pro-

gram Coordinator Danté 

DiSabatino said in a news 

release.
“With potential dam-

age to infrastructure, 
vessels and hazard-
ous conditions for those 

on the water, shoreline 

and within the inunda-

tion zone, it’s imperative 

that we take proactive 

measures to enhance life 

safety and protect prop-

erty through response 

planning ...” he said.
A Tsunami Maritime 

Response and Mitigation 

Strategy for the Port was 

completed by the Wash-

ington Emergency Man-

agement Division with 

collaboration from the 

port, the Washington 
Geological Survey, the 

Skagit County Depart-

ment of Emergency Man-

agement and key stake-

holders.
The new strategy 

includes modeling for an 

“Alaska tsunami event” 

as well as a “Cascadia 
event.”

The 98-page strategy 

document notes what 
actions the Port of Ana-

cortes can take, such as 

evacuations and limiting 

marine traffic, while also 

including long-term mit-

igation strategies.
“First and foremost, we 

have a maritime commu-

nity that we want to edu-

cate about the impact if 

a tsunami occurs,” Port 

of Anacortes Operations 

Director John Dumas 
said. “... So that every-
body understands when 

they hear the siren, or 
they sign up for tsu-
nami alerts you know 
what each of those lev-
els are going to do to local 

waters.”
Dumas said the new 

tsunami strategy is 
important for stewarding 

the Port’s infrastructure.

“I think the biggest 
key to this ... is really 
about understanding the 

problem specific to Port 

properties,” he said. “... 

I have 24,000 gallons of 

fuel out there for supply 

boats. How do I protect 

that?”
According to Dumas, 

the process for develop-

ing the strategy began 

roughly two years ago 

and has come to fruition 

through the multiagency 

collaboration.
Still, the strategy marks 

the first step for the Port.

“We know what’s going 

to occur, which is going to 

lead us to some long-term 

planning,” Dumas said.
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@goanacortes

The Anacortes School District School 

Board said goodbye to two student board 

representatives at its June 13 meeting that 

also included an update on the Whitney 

Early Learning Center’s request for propos-

als (RFP) and an evaluation of the district’s 

superintendent.

STUDENT BOARD REPRESENTATIVES

With student board representatives Rea-

gan Lee and Wesley Hunter setting their 

sails for adult life as members of the 2024 

graduating class, the two students’ time as 

representatives on the School Board has 

come to a close.
“You both have really bright futures 

ahead, and we’re really, really proud of both 

of you very, very much,” Superintendent 

Justin Irish said at the June 13 meeting.

The superintendent administered the 

oaths of office for two new student rep-

resentatives, Zephrin Ehrheart and Kay-

cie Knight. The two will represent the stu-

dents within the school district under the 

supervision of the five-member School 

Board.

WHITNEY RFP

Roughly two months have past since the 

school district requested proposals from 

qualified and interested organizations to 

utilize space at the Whitney Early Learn-

ing Center.
Assistant Superintendent Becky Clif-

ford gave the School Board an update on 

the RFP.

School board 
approves 
contract for 
superintendent
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CALEB SPROUS

@goanacortes

The Anacortes com-
munity gathered at 

Rice Field on June 

12 to support and cele-

brate the 153 members of 

Anacortes High School’s 

2024 graduating class.

“Everything was different 

for them at the start of high 

school: we were isolated due 

to a global pandemic,” Ana-

cortes School District School 

Board President Jennie Beltr-

amini said during her closing 

remarks.

Moving on

Anacortes grads embark on their next journeys

ERNIE HAYDEN

Anacortes High School’s Class of 2024 send their graduation caps flying as they celebrate the end of an academic journey.

ERNIE HAYDEN

AHS 2024 graduates await their diplomas during their June 12 graduation ceremony.

More GRADS   |   A8

State completes tsunami strategy for Port

More information
For more information of the Port of Anacortes’ Tsunami 

Maritime Response and Mitigation Strategy, visit: https://

mil.wa.gov/tsunami#education

The full 98 page report can be read here: https://mil.

wa.gov/asset/66608fac3bb11/Port%20of%20Ana-

cortes%20Tsunami%20Maritime%20Strategy_Revised.

pdf
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ISABELLA LOY 

@Isabella_scn

Visitors of The Floyd in 

Stanwood on the Fourth 

of July will see patriotic 

quilts lining the walls of 

the building.
Though they look like 

red, white and blue decor 

— they hold an even 

deeper meaning.

The quilts are created 

by Stanwood-Camano 

Hero Quilters, who cre-

ate the quilts to be dis-

tributed to hospitalized 

soldiers.
“The soldiers can’t 

believe that people who 

don’t even know them are 

doing this for them,” said 

Cindy LaSanse, a long-

time volunteer and quil-

ter.
LaSanse got involved 

with the organization 

because of her next-door 

neighbor.
“I’ve been a quil-

ter for a long time, but 

I used to belong to the 

Fidalgo Island quil-

ters when I lived in Ana-

cortes, but coming down 

here, I never really got 

involved,” she said.

Her neighbor, however, 

was a member of the 

Stanwood-Camano Hero 

Quilters and encouraged 

LaSanse to join.
“I finally went, and that 

was that,” LaSanse said. 

“I couldn’t not go. And 

the more I went, the more 

I volunteered, the more 

I took responsibility — 

now it’s just a passion.”

Along with quilting, 

LaSanse does community 

outreach for the group 

and sells items on the 

side to fundraise.

“I make a lot of things, 

quilted things like pot-

holders, pocket purses, 

microwave cozies, that 

kind of stuff,” she said. 

“And the proceeds from 

that I put towards hero 

quilts.”
The Stanwood-Camano 

branch, as well as other 

localized branches of 

Hero Quilters, are affili-

ated with American Hero 

Quilts — a nonprofit orga-

nization that coordinates 

with hundreds of quilters 

across the state to make 

and deliver the unique 

blankets to military hos-

pitals.

Patriotic hero quilts to be displayed at The Floyd for Fourth of July

SUBMITTED BY CINDY LASANSE 

Stanwood-Camano Hero Quilters pose for a photo outside 

the Camano Center during a recent meeting.

ISABELLA LOY 

@Isabella_scn

Washington State Parks staff is host-

ing a community meeting on July 15 

centered around Cama Beach State 

Park — and has a preliminary recom-

mendation not to reopen the cabins 

where they currently sit.

The cabins were abruptly closed in 

February due to a mass septic system 

failure.
Since then, the park has only been 

open for day use in certain areas. Shut-

tle service, event rentals and overnight 

stays are unavailable.

The Cama Beach Store and the Cen-

ter for Wooden Boats have also been 

closed indefinitely.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

A draft presentation from Washing-

ton State Parks says that the staff ’s rec-

ommendation is to “plan for a sustain-

able park that is in harmony with the site 

conditions” rather than reopen the cab-

ins where they currently sit on the shore.

According to the state, the park saw 

272,888 visitors in 2023 and brought in 

$982,650 in revenue.

There were also 91 Special Activity 

Permits issued in 2023 — and 48 wed-

dings.
Back in March, staff came to Camano 

Island and held a town hall to discuss the 

situation.
There, it was explained that a 

multi-system failure was ultimately why 

the cabins were shut down so suddenly.

There are electrical issues under-

ground between septic pumps, a fire 

suppression system failure and the sea 

wall is on its last legs.

The environment has also changed 

drastically since the park opened in 

2008, which is a significant contributing 

factor to the state’s recommendation.

State recommends 

closing, relocating 

Cama cabins
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DANIEL VENEGAS 

Special to the Stanwood Camano News

In a dazzling display of 

horsepower and automo-

tive elegance, the annual 

Twin City Idlers Car Show 

roared into Stanwood on 

Sunday.

The sun-kissed rainclouds provided 

a picturesque backdrop as throngs of 

people streamed through 271st St. NW.

“Look around, everybody’s having a 

good time out here,” said Greg Scott, a 

spectator. “Ten years ago, there was half 

the size and now it’s doubled, almost 

tripled, and it’s growing every year.”

While the show cars revved up the 

excitement in the streets, so did the 

people. The attraction is one of the 

biggest car shows in all of western 

Washinton.
According to Les Anderson, presi-

dent of the Twin City Idlers, there’s a 

wide array of applicants.

“We get all kinds of cars,” he said. 

“We turn nothing away. Everybody 

likes their car. If they want to show it, 

they bring it to us. We see 10,000 peo-

ple come through our show.”

While the members of Twin City 

Idlers work hard to make the event a 

success, Anderson admits that spon-

sors are a large part of what makes this 

event possible.
“Our sponsors pay to sponsor tro-

phies, and they know what we do with 

our money and they’re very generous, 

very good to us,” he said. “We have 

sponsors all over western Washington 

and some even out of this area.”

Anderson said that the Twin City 

Idlers help the community through 

charitable deeds and donations.

“What we do with our money is 

good,” Anderson said. “Last year, with 

the money we made at our car show, 

we donated back $32,000 to the com-

munity.”

Auto enthusiasts flock to 20th 

annual Twin City Idlers car show

DANIEL VENEGAS / SPECIAL TO THE STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Attendees of the 20th annual Twin City Idlers car show line 271st St. NW in Stanwood Sunday, June 30.

DANIEL VENEGAS / SPECIAL TO THE STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Noong Mitchell poses for a photo with his Buick Grand National at the 20th annual 

Twin City Idlers car in Stanwood Sunday, June 30.
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