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By Patrick Dwire
Roughly 100 people turned out for an 

hours-long workshop hosted by the Santa 
Margarita Groundwater Agency last 
Saturday at the Felton Community Hall 
to consider the question “Land Use and 
Water: How Much Does Growth Matter?” 

By a show of hands at the meeting, about 
half of the participants were from the San 
Lorenzo Valley and about half were from 
Scotts Valley. The keen interest in water 
supply and urban growth in the two valleys 
is because their respective water districts, 
the San Lorenzo Valley Water District 
and the Scotts Valley Water District, are 
required by the state to cooperate in plan-
ning for — and paying for — the sustain-
ability of the aquifer both water districts 
draw from, the Santa Margarita Ground 
Water Basin. 

“There was a good deal of diversity in 
opinions,” commented Suzanne Schettler, 
a resident of Ben Lomond for almost 25 
years, after the meeting. “But the spirit of 
the conversations was that there is a grow-
ing sense that we are all in this together, 
and we’re going to have to work together 
for solutions.”

The four-hour workshop included a key-
note speech from John Laird, the former 
Secretary of the State Natural Resources 
Agency and presentations by land use 
planning and water district officials from 
the City and County of Santa Cruz, City 
of Scotts Valley and San Lorenzo Valley 
Water Districts.   

The workshop included breakout ses-
sions where participants were encouraged 
to develop key questions about growth and 
water supply issues, which were subse-

quently answered by panels of local land-
use planning and water district officials.

Discussions were lively yet civil, and par-
ticipants cooperatively engaged planning 
and water district officials with difficult 
questions. The San Lorenzo Valley gets 
about half its water from wells into the 
aquifer and about half from surface water 
from tributaries of the San Lorenzo River, 
and very little urban growth is planned 
or expected in the valley. Scotts Valley, 
on the other hand, pumps all of its water 
from the aquifer and is currently experi-
encing significant growth in housing devel-
opment and is expecting more. This led to 
some suspicion among some participants, 
particularly from the San Lorenzo Valley, 
about some of the presentations.

Complex answers about growth
and water supply

FRED MCPHERSON

JULY 1, 1938 - NOVEMBER 9, 2018 

By Patrick Dwire 
The many people who worked with, were taught by or 

otherwise had their lives touched by Fred McPherson know 
how indebted the San Lorenzo Valley is for his unflagging 
dedication to protecting the San Lorenzo River. 

An accomplished naturalist, a leader in environmental 
education and an effective local activist are all accurate 
descriptions of his long career, but don’t quite capture his 
love and enthusiasm for learning about, teaching and pro-
tecting the watershed of the San Lorenzo Valley. 

Fred McPherson passed away on November 9 at 80 
years old and is survived by his wife, Roberta McPherson, 
their daughter Kusum, grandson Quinn and granddaughter 
Megan. The McPherson family is planning a community 

Hopelessly in love with nature

Naturalist Fred McPherson. Courtesy photoFRED, continued on page 8
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