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"What you can do now and 
in the event of a wildland 

fire near you."
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This Weekend:

Enchanting Garden Tour
Vine to Wine for 

SLV Museum

SPORTS
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Santa Cruz Spin Softball

FIND THE 

LOGO CONTEST
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Shadowbrook
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HIKING AND 

FITNESS
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"Trekking up a mountain 
is a lot like climbing the 
stairclimber at the gym."

Agape Dance 
Academy’s Cinderella
By Christina Wise

S
cotts Valley’s Agape Dance Academy brought the story 
of “Cinderella” to life over the weekend of June 14-16 at 
Aptos High School’s Performing Arts Center. Replete with 

evil stepsisters Anastasia and Drizella (played by Emi Prograce 
and Olivia Hughes), Fairy Godmother (played by Hannah Ruvo), 
a cadre of mice and Prince Charming himself (danced beautifully 
by Zaiah Jones), the entire dance troupe delivered a gorgeous ren-
dition of the age-old fairy tale. Set changes were quick and nearly 
unseen; the music was boisterous and ebbed and flowed with the 
characters’ story, and the costumes were dazzling explosions of 
tulle, satin and sparkles galore. Arden Emhoff, who played the 
title role, was a study in grace, power and control as she spun 
through the transforation from under-appreciated housemaiden 
to a princess in love.

Hannah Ruvo has been dancing since she was three years old. 
Now 16, and attending Coast Redwood High School in Felton, this 
is her fifth year with Agape. Her role as the Fairy Godmother in 
Cinderella is special thanks to the costumes and music, and she 
has some advice for burgeoning dancers, too. “Just keep going, 
and you’ll eventually get a good role. They should work hard, too!”

Owner and founder Melanie Useldinger knows all about hard 
work. She’s been teaching ballet for 30 years, and has performed 

Update on Hwy 9 
Safety Improvements
Press Banner staff report

A Collaboration Between Community and County

A
fter years of community concern about safety along 
Highway 9 between SLV schools and Felton, culminating 
in 22-year-old Josh Howard’s death in a vehicle vs. pedes-

trian accident, progress is gradually taking form. The Highway 9 
Corridor Plan is to be voted on by the Regional Transportation 
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CINDERELLA: left to right Stepsister Emi Prograce, Fairy Godmother Hannah 

Ruvo, Cinderella Arden Emhoff and Stepsister Olivia Hughes

ROUTE TO SCHOOL: Students ride against traffic along Hwy 9


