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By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

The potential for a catastrophic wildfire similar 
to last year’s Camp Fire, which destroyed the city 
of Paradise in Butte County, has the state’s largest 
power company taking a proactive stance — includ-
ing an informational presentation at Tracy City Hall 
on Tuesday.

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. is going into the fire 
season with plans to shut down parts of the state’s 
power grid if conditions become so hot and dry that 
even minor sparks could turn into wildfires.

The California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection, also known as Cal Fire, report-
ed in May that its investigation into the Camp 
Fire concluded that PG&E electrical transmission 
lines ignited vegetation in two different spots on

PG&E shutdown 
contingency on 
council agenda

SHUTDOWN, continued on page 3

CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Four-alarm fire tears through neighborhood

T
he Cavallo Riding Center’s parade entry pauses on Holly Drive on the way 
to Lincoln Park. The group won an award for the “Most Patriotic” entry 
in Tracy’s Fourth of July parade.
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By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

A four-alarm fire burned 
through a northeast Tracy 
neighborhood Sunday 
afternoon, destroying one 
home and leaving a neigh-
boring house uninhabit-
able and displacing more 
than a dozen people. 

Several other homes 
were also damaged to 
varying degrees.

Chief Randall Bradley 
said the South San 
Joaquin County Fire 
Authority received the 
first report at 4:39 p.m. 
of grass and a fence burn-
ing behind 2710 Cabrillo 
Drive, in a neighborhood 
north of Grant Line Road 
near East Street.

Fire crews arrived and 
found that the fire had 
jumped a city drainage 

canal and was burn-
ing through grass, trees 
and fences behind Royal 
Court. Then the houses at 
405 and 425 Royal Court 
caught fire. 

Police and firefight-
ers got people out of 10 

homes that appeared to 
be in the path of the fire.

Afternoon winds car-
ried embers eastward to 
Colony Drive and even-
tually to the Green Oaks

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

GUTTED BY FIRE: Above, flames billow from a two-story house at 405 Royal Court on Sunday, 

when afternoon winds fanned a grass fire into a four-alarm blaze. At left, a tree and part of a house 

on Colony Drive burn, shedding embers, as the fire spreads to the east. FIRE, continued on page 7


