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Harder talks gun control, 
top legislative priorities
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

While Washington is on a 
break, District 10’s congressman 
is making the rounds among con-
stituents in Stanislaus and San 
Joaquin counties.

On Monday, Rep. Josh Harder, 
D-Turlock, dropped by the Tracy 
Press to talk about the legis-
lation and issues he has been 
involved with so far in his first 
months in office.

Gun control

Harder had plenty to say about 
his top issues — water, jobs and 
health care — but once again 
the national discourse abruptly  

shifted back to 
gun control in 
the aftermath of 
mass shootings 
over the past 
two weekends in 
Gilroy, in El Paso, 
Texas, and then 
in Dayton, Ohio.

“It’s horrific 
what’s happened 

in the last weekend,” Harder said.
He is among the Democrats 

in Congress pushing for new 
federal laws that would require 
stricter background checks and 
waiting periods.

HARDER, continued on page 4

Neighbors team up against crime

GATHERING: 

Maria 

Hernandez 

takes a picture 

of her chil-

dren Michael 

Cazares and 

Brianna Cazares 

as they pose 

for a photo 

with Sgt. Craig 

Kootstra during 

a National Night 

Out party host-

ed by the Tracy 

Family Resource 

Center on 

Tuesday.

Glenn Moore/ 
Tracy Press

By Glenn Moore

Tracy Press

When burglars hit a house 
near Ron Rio’s home five years 
ago, he made up his mind to make 
a change in the neighborhood. 

Rio started by finding out 
who his neighbors were as 
block captain of the Alden Glen 
Neighborhood Watch, and he 

has seen participation in the 
group grow each year in his area 
south of 11th Street and east of 
Corral Hollow Road. 

“We didn’t even know our 
neighbors” before the burglary, 
Rio said. “It got us closer as a 
unit, which works really well.”

He and his neighbors were one 
of dozens of groups that cele-

brated their stand against crime 
Tuesday during National Night 
Out. Neighbors nationwide were 
encouraged to get together and 
get to know each other and their 
local law enforcement and pub-
lic safety workers.

In Tracy, caravans of police 
officers, firefighters, city 
employees and community lead-

ers arrived with their emergen-
cy lights flashing at 20 parties 
spread across town, including a 
big community party hosted by 
Tracy Family Resource Center 
on East 10th Street.

Rio, who also participates 
in Tracy Police Department’s

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

N
orth School students greeted their classmates arriving 
on campus for the new school year Tuesday morning. 
Most local schools are now back in session, with only a 

few reopening next Monday and Tuesday.

IT BITES

WHOSE MONEY?

NEW START

CANNABIS LAW

SWIFT SUPPORT

An aggressive new 
mosquito has arrived 
in the county, with the 
ability to transmit some 
virulent diseases.

The city has $18,000  
in unclaimed money  
to return to its owners.

Tracy High water polo 
has new coaches and a 
crop of new players.

The council will again 
talk about allowing  
cannabis businesses  
in Tracy city limits.

Friends are rallying help 
for local business 
owners whose home 
was destroyed by fire. 
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