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Press staff report

The citizens of Tracy 
changed the makeup of 
the City Council in the 
Tuesday general election.

Deputy district attorney 
Dan Arriola led all candi-
dates, earning the support 
of 22.31 percent of Tracy 
residents who cast a bal-
lot — 4,605 votes in all. 
Mayor Pro Tem Veronica 
Vargas was returned to 
office with 4,004 votes — 
19.4 percent. 

“I’m really excited. I’m 
really optimistic about 
the outcome and I’m 
really looking forward to 
what we’re going to be 
able to do as a community 
moving forward,” Arriola 
said Wednesday. “I just 
want to say thank you for 
the opportunity and priv-
ilege to take a seat on 
the City Council. Having 
grown up here, it really 
is a privilege to serve and 
help lead our community.”

Arriola said that while 
his first priority is pub-
lic safety, he is excited to 
get to work on economic 
development, including 
looking at business incu-
bators, as well as home-
lessness and affordable 
housing.

“I took a position of 
no on M myself,” he said. 
“However, I am commit-
ted to seeing affordable 
housing done in our com-
munity.”

Arriola said although 
he was attacked person-
ally during the campaign, 
he wants to be part of

Voice 
of the 
people

Acrimony and accusations

By Michael Ellis Langley
Tracy Press

The things that made the 
City Council meeting notable 
Wednesday night were not the 
items about gating the entrance 
to Redbridge or minor chang-
es to the International Park of 
Commerce, but the appearance 
of two sitting councilwomen at 
the public comment podium mak-
ing separate allegations of foster-
ing hate in the community.

The special meeting was held 
Wednesday because of the election
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San Joaquin County Supervisor Bob 

Elliott, a retired U.S. Army colonel, will 

be the principal speaker at Sunday’s 

Veterans Day program, which marks 

the 100th anniversary of Armistice 

Day, which ended World War I.

Elliott, a Tracy resident and former 

member of the City Council, is a 1971 

graduate of the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, New York. He served on 
active duty for 30 years before retiring 
in 2001.

During his military duty, Elliott was 
a Special Forces officer who served 
in a number of capacities, including 
deputy commander of the 1st Special 
Warfare Training Group, command-
er of the Fourth Special Operations 

Support Command and chief of the 
Force Development Division of the 
U.S. Special Operations Command.

He earned a master’s degree in 
national security affairs at the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey 
and served as a military attaché at 
American embassies in Tokyo and

Ceremony marks 100 years since end of WWI

ELLIOTT VETERANS DAY, continued on page 8

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

RHETORIC: Councilwoman Rhodesia Ransom (left) stepped down from the dais during the first public comment period at 

Wednesday’s Tracy City Council meeting and spoke as a citizen about her frustrations with a mailer sent by Mayor Pro Tem 

Veronica Vargas’ re-election campaign. 

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

RHETORIC: During the second comment period, Councilwoman Juana Dement 

also left the dais, to speak against Ransom. 

Councilwomen speak 
out at f irst meeting 
after council election

Attorney wins 
council seat; 

Rickman, Vargas 
both re-elected

COUNCIL, continued on page 8

COUNCIL RACE, continued on page 4

OVERWHELMING 
OPPOSITION

JAGUARS 
ON FIRE

Measure M in Tracy, 
which aimed to make 
nearby farmland into 
affordable homes,  
fails by a huge margin.

Kimball High 
is sending a 
lot of teams 
into the 
playoffs — 
with hopes 
of winning.
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DUTY OF CARE

WARM HEARTS

A Bay Area dentist  
sets up a clinic in Tracy 
only for veterans.

One local school tries 
to outfit families in need 
for the winter.
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