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Valley Link planners meet deadline, express optimism
By Sam Matthews

Tracy Press

The cross-Altamont 
agency charged with 
developing a light rail 
system connecting the 
northern San Joaquin 
Valley to the Tri-Valley 
area crossed a major hur-
dle Wednesday afternoon 
in the Tracy City Council 
chambers.

Board members of the 
Tri-Valley-San Joaquin 
Valley Regional Rail 

Authority, in a celebra-
tory mood, approved the 
completed study outlin-
ing the feasibility of cre-
ating what has become 
known as Valley Link.

As part of state legisla-
tion AB 758, which created 
the rail authority in 2017, 
the feasibility study was 
mandated to be completed 
within 18 months after the 
authority went into busi-
ness in January 2018.

Wednesday’s action 

met that July 1 deadline 
with 19 days to spare.

“This is really a great 
day!” board Chairman 
Scott Haggerty exclaimed 
after directors voted 
unanimously to approve 
the feasibility study.

Haggerty, an Alameda 
County supervisor, said 
the board’s action would 
be a springboard to 
aggressively seek state 
and possibly federal fund-
ing to build the 41-mile 

system extending from 
Lathrop on the east to the 
Dublin-Pleasanton BART 
station on the west. An 
extension to Stockton 
would be added later.

He asserted that Valley 
Link would address 
“the huge problem” of 
the traffic bottleneck of 
Interstate 580 over the 
Altamont Pass, which is 
becoming more serious 
each day. Traffic conges-
tion on surface roads that 

commuters use to avoid 
freeway travel is an allied 
problem.

Tracy City Council-
woman Veronica Vargas, 
the rail authority board’s 
vice chairman, echoed 
Haggerty’s jubilation 
upon reaching a major 
milestone in the develop-
ment of Valley Link.

“I couldn’t be more 
proud of what we have

Council 
reacts 
to new 
report
By Bob Brownne

Tracy Press

When the Tracy City 
Council meets again 
Tuesday, the five council 
members will talk about 
how to move past pub-
lic disputes and 3-2 splits 
and sort out to what 
extent that council con-
flicts are based on policy 
disagreements, unwill-
ingness to compromise, 
or personal resentment 
among individuals.

The San Joaquin 
County Civil Grand 
Jury’s report released 
last week, “Tracy City 
Council: Restore the 
Public Trust,” describes 
an elected body whose 
members are incapable 
of working together, and 
whose major decisions — 
such as the firing of City 
Manager Troy Brown on 
a 3-2 vote in September 
2017 and the sudden res-
ignation of Police Chief 
Larry Esquivel in August 
2018 — highlight a
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ELBOW ROOM: Hayt Eter teaches a “Barre for Active Aging” fitness class Wednesday morning in the remodeled and expand-

ed multipurpose room of Lolly Hansen Senior Center. The senior center reopened Monday after eight months of work.

A place for older adults
By Glenn Moore
Tracy Press

Fitness and craft classes, clubs, 
and other activities are back at 
the Lolly Hansen Senior Center 
after eight months of work that 
added more room and the poten-
tial for more programs.

On Wednesday morning, 
women and men spread out 
across the expanded multipur-
pose room as they moved to the 
music at a “Barre For Active 
Aging”  fitness class. In the past, 

people had to arrive nearly an 
hour early to find a spot in the 
class, which was often crammed 
past the 50-person capacity.

Now that renovations have 
added 2,100 square feet onto the 
5,200-square-foot original build-
ing, including a 1,000-square-foot 
addition to the multipurpose 
room, up to 65 seniors could com-
fortably take part.

City Parks & Recreation 
Director Brian MacDonald said 
the renovations went far beyond 

the simple upgrades that were 
originally planned.

“If you look at it and you walk 
through, it’s like a new center,” 
MacDonald said. “You’ve got new 
plugs, new doors, new lighting, 
all new fixtures, carpet, flooring, 
a new big-screen TV, new sound 
system — I feel that we really 
delivered a product here instead 
of a remodel.” 

The senior center, which 
opened in 1987 at 375 E. Ninth 
St., also has a new roof and land-
scaping, a remodeled kitchen,

Center reopens with new look, more room 
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A councilwoman is  
running for mayor and 
a newcomer seeks  
to join the council.

A local man hopes  
to repeal Tracy’s  
slow growth law.

Football, softball and 
baseball are all on tap.

A Berkeley pre-med 
student with local 
roots is home for the 
summer with a $10,000 
grant and a mission.
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