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How to clear
out home
office clutter

Home offices have gar-
nered more attention in
recent years. Restrictions
implemented as part of the
response to the COVID-19
pandemic forced many pro-
fessionals to start working
from home, which created a
greater need for home office
space.

Though millions of profes-
sionals have now returned
to the office full-time, mil-
lions more have continued
to work from home five days
a week or are now working

eater in many home offices.
In fact, a recent survey
from Material Focus found
that more than 20 million
unused electrical items are
currently hoarded in homes
throughout the United
Kingdom. Old smartphones
and laptops that users are
afraid to throw out can be
wiped clean and discarded
in adherence with local
laws. Contact your local gov-
ernment to determine how
to safely discard old devices
rather than simply toss-

ing them in the trash once
they’ve been wiped clean.

- Buy a bigger bookshelf.
Home offices often double
as reading rooms, which
makes them vulnerable to
clutter associated with lei-
sure time as well. Books
stacked in a corner or
taking up space on your
desk can create a clut-
tered look, but also com-
promise your ability to
concentrate. A 2011 study
from researchers at Princ-
eton University published
in The Journal of Neuro-
science found that clut-
ter can make it difficult to
focus on a particular task.
If books are strewn about
your office, purchase a
bookshelf that can hold
them. Once books are
shelved, the less cluttered
space can make it easier to
concentrate.

- Go digital. If space is lim-
ited, forgo traditional file
cabinets in favor of digitiz-
ing important records and
documents. Scan important

on a hybrid schedule. As a
result, home office spaces
have maintained their utility
even as restrictions related
to the pandemic move fur-
ther into the rearview
mirror.

Since home office spaces
remain vital for so many,
it’s important that these
spaces are conducive to
productivity. Conquering
home office clutter is a step
in that direction.

- Cut through the piles of
paper. Home offices have a
tendency to transform into
paper depositories over
time. Work files, notes,
monthly bills, receipts,
and junk mail can quickly
overwhelm a home office.
Professionals who spend
ample time working from
home can resolve to cut
through the piles of paper.
Use a paper shredder to
discard documents with
sensitive information, such
as bank statements and
utility bills. Signing up for
e-statements can prevent

Home offices can quickly become overwhelmed with clutter. Some 5|mple strategles can help any professional
transform their home offices into more organized spaces.
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Tips to transform a living room into a go-to viewing space

Watch parties are wildly
popular. Whether it’s a gath-
ering for the big game or a
group of friends anxious
to see the latest episode of
a favorite television show,
watch parties have become
a fun way to enjoy spe-
cial events with family and
friends.

Many bars and restau-
rants have recognized the
popularity of watch parties

and looked to capitalize on
the trend, particularly for
sporting events. Watch par-

sit. Homeowners who love
to host can determine their

ideal gathering size and then

ties can make for a fun night work to ensure their enter-

out, but homeowners can
do much to make their own
living room a go-to spot for
the next big game or series
finale.

- Expand seating space, if
necessary. Of course, guests
for the big game or movie
night will need a place to

taining space has enough
seats to accommodate every-
one. Multifunctional fur-
niture can help if space is
limited. For example, some
stools that are typically used
as footrests can be repur-
posed as seats when guests
arrive and an upholstered

Homeowners can do much to make their own living room a go-to spot for the next big

game or series finale.

coffee table can provide an
additional space for guests
to sit. Another option is to
work with a contractor to
add a built-in window seat
or bench beneath a picture
window.

- Convert an existing space
into an open floor plan. A
2023 survey from Rocket
HomesSM found that
more than half of individ-
uals surveyed preferred
open layouts to traditional
layouts. Open layouts
can make living spaces
feel more airy and less
claustrophobic, and such
designs also make it easy
to accommodate more
guests. Homeowners can
speak with a local con-
tractor to determine ways
to convert living spaces
into open floor plans.

- Invest in your internet.
Whereas cable television
used to be the go-to option
when watching sports, mov-
ies and television at home,
streaming platforms have

now taken over, as many,
including Peacock, Amazon
Prime and Netflix, are now
even broadcasting National
Football League games.
Homeowners who want

to host watch parties must
invest in high-speed inter-
net and perhaps even a new
router to ensure games and
shows are not interrupted
by the dreaded spinning
wheel or issues that can
arise if internet speeds are
slow. If necessary, relocate
the router to the living room
to reduce the risk of stream-
ing interruptions.

- Reconsider your lighting
scheme. If movie nights or
television shows dominate
your watch party schedule,
some recessed lighting in
the living room can reduce
glare and reflections on the
screen once a movie or show
begins. Recessed lighting
above a mounted television
can illuminate the screen so
everyone can see it but won’t
appear in the screen and

adversely affect what view-
ers can see.

- Consider upgrading
your television and sound.
It goes without saying
that a television is wildly
important when host-
ing a watch party. The
experts at Best Buy note
that 8K resolution is the
highest resolution avail-
able in the television mar-
ket. Such devices provide
an extraordinary viewing
experience, but they also
can stretch homeowners’
budgets. A 4K television
won’t cost nearly as much,
and these devices also
provide superior image
quality. When a new tele-
vision is paired with a
premium soundbar, view-
ers can settle in for a
memorable game day or
movie night experience.

Homeowners can embrace
various strategies to make
watch parties an extraordi-
nary experience for them-
selves and their guests.
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Thinking about home improvements?

Let us help with a Home Equity Line of Credit.

You choose. Fixed or variable rates.

HERE FOR YOU. WE ARE YOU.

Apply online today!

Salem Co-operative Bank NMLSR ID# 543601

Y Equal Housing Lender ~ Member FDIC

OSALEM

CO-OPERATIVE BANK

Visit us online at: salemcoop.com

*Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions may apply.

MAIN OFFICE
(603) 893-3333

3 South Broadway
Salem, NH

METHUEN OFFICE
(978) 682-1010

284 Merrimack Street
Methuen, MA
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Tips to help houseplants thrive over the winter

Winter is
harsh on
humans

and can

be hard on
houseplants
as well.
Some
simple
strategies
can help
houseplants
get through
the season
unscathed.

Winter can be harsh. Frigid
temperatures and fewer hours of
daylight can take a toll, and many
people prefer to stay warm inside
as much as possible during win-
ter. Indoor air also can take a toll,
leading to dry skin and increasing
individuals’ exposure to viruses
such as those that cause the com-
mon cold. Warm and dry indoor
air also can affect houseplants,
which underscores how import-
ant it is to change your indoor
plant care routine in winter.

Outdoor plants might not
bloom or thrive once winter
arrives, but houseplants can
make it through the season with a
few simple strategies.

« Cut back on watering, if neces-
sary. The relationship between
sunlight and water in regard to
houseplants is simple: the more
light plants get, the more water
they need. Because there’s less
daylight in winter, houseplants
may not need to be watered as
frequently as they will during
other times of year. But that could
depend on where the plant is
located in the house. If it’s near a

window with substantial sunlight
exposure, then it might need as
much water as it requires during
other times of year. Soil condi-
tions may provide clues as to how
frequently houseplants need to be
watered in winter. Touch the soil
before watering. If it’s wet or feels
damp, the plant does not require
watering.

- Mobilize your houseplants. Some
houseplants may be too large
and heavy to move. However,
smaller plants may benefit from
being more mobile. When mov-
ing houseplants, move them to
a spot where they can get ample
sunlight during the day, espe-
cially if they’re typically located
in areas of your home that do not
get much exposure to sunlight in
the winter.

- Keep plants away from vents.
Anyone who lives in a region
where winter temperatures get
very cold knows that conditions
sometimes require bumping up
the temperature on the thermo-
stat. That can make a home more
comfortable for humans but less
comfortable for houseplants. It’s

always best to keep houseplants
away from heating vents so they
won’t dry out and potentially

die. If the thermostat needs to be
adjusted to warm up the house,
confirm all plants are away from
vents to ensure they don’t dry and
out and potentially die.

- Check for uninvited guests. Sum-
mer might be the season most
synonymous with pests, but
houseplants are not invulnerable
to uninvited pest guests in winter.
The pest control experts at Termi-
nix® dispute the popular notion
that spiders flock to home inte-
riors in fall to avoid the coming
winter cold. However, the experts
at Better Homes & Gardens note
that spider mites are common
winter pests because they like
warm and dry conditions. BHG
urges individuals to inspect the
tops and undersides of house-
plant leaves and stems for signs of
pest infestation. Treat small infes-
tations with an alcohol-soaked
cotton ball, which can be used to
wipe pests off the plants. Large
infestations may require the use
of insecticidal soap.

GARY LISS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
603.362.5185
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2024 FALL SPECIALS
Get Ready for the Holidays

1

4 FREE LED
RECESSED

LIGHTS
with Addition
or Kitchen

$600 VALUE

We Specialize in
Building & Remodeling Including:
Additions « Kitchens « Bathrooms « Custom Homes
In-Law Apartments - Replacement Windows
LICENSED & FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES! &35

Over 35 Years in Business!
VIEW OUR WORK @ WWW.GARYLISSBUILDERS.COM

Soft-Wash Roof Cleaning Starting at $99 per 100 square feet!
Exterior House Cleaning Starting at $199!
Gutter Cleanouts $1.50 per linear foot!

Outside Patios & Bars, Concrete Cleaning, Restaurants,
Drive-Thrus, Warehouse Cleaning Walkways,
Dumpster Areas, Awnings, Parking Lots & Garages

WWW.PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM
(603) 918-2834
INFO@PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM

Serving Massachusetts, Southern NH and Southern Maine




I VANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW,
IT’S PEACE OF MIND. %

MOYNIHAN LUMBER
For over 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With over 100 million windows installed, no other windows are in more homes than the
Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative blend of craftsmanship and style, Andersen products rate #1 in quality and performance ™. MOYNIHANLUMBER.COM

Learn more at andersenwindows.com/400series

BEVERLY | NORTH READING
*2022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders and architects. PLAI STowl N H

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. Al righs reserved.
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Crane & Aerial Tree Removal '

Trimming & Pruning
Stump Grinding
Storm Damage Removal
24 Hour Emergency Service

978.689.8373
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replacing home siding

(StatePoint) Your siding
gives your home character
and curb appeal while pro-
tecting it from the elements.
To help you make sensible,
stylish decisions, here are
some fast facts about three
popular varieties of siding.

Board and batten
The use of board and bat-
ten vertical siding origi-
nated hundreds of years
ago as a practical solution
for covering the spaces
between the boards on the
exterior of a home or barn.
Today, it portrays a rustic
farmhouse style and hand-
made quality, but its strong
vertical lines have modern
appeal that can enhance
many architectural styles,
from popular Craftsman
to timeless Victorian. The
good news? New materi-
als are blending this clas-
sic look with the modern
engineering of high-per-
formance super polymer
vinyl siding to offer the best
of both worlds. ProVia’s
board and batten siding,
for example, is low main-
tenance with a built-in
weather barrier so you
never have to paint, stain

or caulk your home’s exte-
rior. It’s also available in a
range of colors, helping you
achieve a one-of-a-kind look
for your home.

Shake and
staggered shingle

Featured in American home-
building since the 1600s, there
are few other cladding options
as distinctive and traditional
as cedar shake and staggered
shingle siding. If you love this
look but are concerned about
maintaining this kind of sid-
ing, you're in luck. These days,
certain manufacturers are pre-
serving the authenticity of this
look using engineered vinyl
materials. The result? Greater
durability and far superior
moisture resistance.

Insulated siding

If you'd like additional
protection from extreme
temperatures, impacts and
even noises for greater peace
of mind and comfort, insu-
lated siding may be the
right choice for you. Show-
casing an authentic cedar
woodgrain texture, Cedar-
MAX insulated vinyl siding
from ProVia is an example

of siding providing a com-
bination of beauty, durabil-
ity and energy efficiency. It
combines rigid foam EPS
insulation with the manu-
facturer’s Super Polymer
vinyl siding. Not only does
the added foam insulation
make this one of the most
energy-efficient exterior
claddings on the market,

it may help reduce outside
noise transmission by as
much as 39%, according to a
study conducted by a third-
party test laboratory.

When you begin the pro-
cess of shopping for house
siding, it can feel over-
whelming to identify which
styles or colors you might
want for your home. Get
inspired by how other
homeowners have styled
their siding by visiting pro-
via.com/siding/gallery.

Thankfully, it’s possi-
ble to make home exterior
updates that add to both the
beauty and functionality of
your home. When replac-
ing home siding, do a little
research to get the style and
color you want using mate-
rials that keep your home,
and your household, safe
and comfortable.




BATH
FITTER

A BETTER bath remodel

Time to change your bath from a “before” to an

“after”? Our unique tub over tub process means a

beautiful tub with a watertight fit. We install it in just

a day, and it’s guaranteed for life. Join over 2 million

happy customers who know: It Just Fits.

OUR BENEFITS

One day Seamless wall for Virtually
installationst a watertight fit maintenance free

OUR PROMISE

Book your FREE design 10% OFF
CONSULTATION today! +$750

800-928-2284 oneemme [0 e

FOR 18 MONTHS”
41 ELM ST. #3, STONEHAM, MA 02180

It Just Fits BATHFITTER.COM

®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Save 10% up to $750. Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub, wall and faucet kit. One offer per customer. May
not be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Previous orders and estimates excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. tLifetime
Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manufactured acrylic products. See Warranty terms at Bathfitter.com/warranty. Offer expires 10-31-2024. £Most Bath Fitter installations are completed
in one day. Some exceptions apply. See location for full details. MA Lic. 9654

with approved credit
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We have been servicing customers for more
than 20 years. We maintain your current
heating, cooling, hot water and plumbing
systems, and when its time, help you choose
the best replacement options.

SERVICES:

ON-DEMAND SYSTEMS
GAS PIPING
PLUMBING

INSTALLATIONS .
AIR CONDITIONING
BOILERS .

FURNACES .
HEAT PUMPS .
HOT WATER HEATERS  °

Your Comfort is our Business!

Callahan

A/C & HEATING SERVICES

@1 Belmont St North Andover, MA 01845
www.callahanac.com 978-689-9233

License# : PC 3532, MP-15212

Garage organization will take some planning and time, but the end result can be well

worth the effort.

Garage storage solutions

Who doesn’t have a space
at home that serves as a
catch-all for items that
seemingly have no other
home? For many, this stor-
age wasteland where items
go to be forgotten tends to
be the garage. Before long,
clutter can overwhelm the
space and create an eyesore.
Garage clutter also makes
the space less functional by
making it harder to park a
vehicle or store equipment.

Organizing a garage takes
work, but the end result can
improve the appearance,
free up space, make work
more efficient, and make it
easier to find and use tools
more readily. Here are some
ways to get started on orga-
nizing your garage.

Start with cleaning
and culling

One of the first steps
when organizing a garage
is to thoroughly analyze
what is needed and what
can be removed from the
garage. If items belong else-
where, such as in a shed or
the basement, move these
items first. Discard dam-
aged or broken items. Next,
move on to tools or gear that

hasn’t been used in some
time. Will you use it again?
If the item has been collect-
ing dust for years, you likely
already know the answer to
that question.

Pile all items in the drive-
way so you have a clean
slate with which to start.
Measure the room to figure
out the dimensions so you’ll
know how much wall space
is available for storage.

Free up floor space

The ultimate goal of a
garage storage renova-
tion is to make floor space
available, according to Sta-
cey Schweiger of Sunshine
Organizing. Lifting items
off the floor makes access
easier, and protects items
should there be a flood or
leaks.

A combination of wall
shelves, overhead shelves,
cabinets, and wall hooks
can help homeowners cre-
ate more floor area. Organi-
zation becomes easier when
everything has a designated
space where it can be easily
returned to.

Consider weight
When investing in shelv-
ing and racks, remember

that many of the items
stored in garages tend to

be heavy. It’s important to
ensure that shelves and
hooks are heavy-duty and
able to withstand the weight
of pressure put on them.
Verify the maximum weight
so that racks will not buckle
or tip over and cause issues.

Utilize overhead
space

Overhead storage can
be reserved for items that
aren’t used frequently, such
as seasonal decorations or

luggage.
Out of sight

Some items should be
stored out of sight and
beyond the reach of chil-
dren and pets. Cabinets
and containers can be used
and locked to secure mate-
rials, such as fertilizers,
paints, solvents, and other
chemicals.

Additional ideas

Magnets, pegboards,
organization bins and sys-
tems, and similar products
can be used to corral small
or errant items like hand
tools, fasteners and more.




(978) 639-8336 (¢
office@giard.plumbing

Services to Meet All Your Needs
Residential & Commercial Emergency Services

Owned and Operated by Tim & Jeremy Giard
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Bellmores Transpogtation ~

LR

All vehicles sanitized
after each use
Bellmore's Transportation has been serving the Merrimack Valley and
Southern New Hampshire for over 30 years. We are a family owned
and operated company that takes pride in providing you and your family
prompt, professional, and safe transportation. Your satisfaction is our goal.

Phone: 978-474-4244

bellmorestransportation.com

978 - 685 - 4138 + 888 - 4 - COADYS

WWW.COADYSTOWING.COM

HELLO[@COADYSTOWING.COM 139 MARSTON 5T LAWRENCE, MA
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Providing English Delicacies for A -!iﬂm.t 100 Years

=« Homemade individual
- pies, family style pies and
sausage

We carry a great line of
meats, from Tenderloin
Steaks and Lamb Chops
to our very own Marinated
+Layl Steak Tips and Chicken.
S T We also grind our own
Extra Lean and Ground
E - - . Chuck Hamburg as we
A - e need to insure its quality
and freshness.

Thwaites Market, 36 Railroad St., Methuen, Massachusetts 01844

Phone Number: 978.683.2429
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Wed., 8 a.m.-noon

ANDOVER

» Incorporated: 1646
» Website: andoverma.gov
» Population: 36,569 (2020 Census)
» Median household income: $162,694 (2018-2022)
» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $756,600 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $12.88 residential; $25.48 commercial (FY2024)
» Town Hall: 36 Bartlet St., 978-623-8200
» Police Department: 32 North Main St., 978-623-3500
» Fire Department: 32 North Main St., 978-623-3700
» Department of Public Works: 978-623-8700
» Youth Services: Cormier Youth Center, 40 Whittier Court, 978-623-8360
» Elder Services: Robb Center, 30 Whittier Court, 978-623-8320
» School Department: 978-247-7000
» Library: Memorial Hall Library, 2 North Main St., 978-623-8400

LAWRENCE

» Incorporated: 1853
» Website: cityoflawrence.com
» Population: 89,143 (2020 Census)
» Median household income: $53,977 (2018-2022)
» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $370,600 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $9.25 residential; $19.37 commercial (FY2023)
» City Hall: 200 Common St., 978-620-3000
» Police Department: 90 Lowell St., 978-794-5900
» Fire Department: 65 Lowell St., 978-620-3400
» Department of Public Works: 200 Common St., 978-620-3090
» Recreation: 155 Haverhill St., Second Floor, 978-620-3252
» Elder Services: Senior Center, 155 Haverhill St., 978-620-3540
» School Department: 255 Essex St., 978-975-5905
» Library: Lawrence Public Library: 51 Lawrence St., 978-620-3600

METHUEN

» Incorporated: 1725
» Website: cityofmethuen.net
» Population: 53,059 (2022 Census)
» Median household income: $93,681 (2018-2022)
» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $439,500 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $9.25 residential; $19.37 commercial (FY2024)
» City Hall: Searles Building, 41 Pleasant St., 978-983-8505
» Police Department: 90 Hampshire St., 978-983-8698
» Fire Department: 250 Howe St., 978-983-8940
» Department of Public Works: 10 Ditson Place, 978-983-8545
» Youth Services: Recreation Department, 41 Pleasant Street, 978-983-8589
» Elder Services: Senior Center, 77 Lowell St., 978-983-8825
» School Department: 978-722-6000
» Library: Nevins Memorial Library, 305 Broadway, 978-686-4080




NORTH ANDOVER

» Incorporated: 1855

» Website: northandoverma.gov
» Population: 30,915 (2020 Census)

» Median household income: $131,852 (2018-2022)

» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $621,100 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $11.09 residential; $15.60 commercial (FY2024)
» Town Hall: 120 Main St., 978-688-9500
» Police Department: 1475 Osgood St., 978-683-3168
» Fire Department: 795 Chickering Road, 978-688-9590
» Department of Public Works: 978-685-0950
» Youth Services: 33 Johnson St., 978-682-9000
» Elder Services: Senior Center, 481 Sutton St., 978-688-9560
» School Department: 978-794-1503
» Library: Stevens Memorial Library, 345 Main St., 978-688-9505

HAVERHILL

» Incorporated: 1750
» Website: townofsalemnh.org
» Population: 30,089 (2020 Census)
» Median household income: $101,856 (2018-2022)
» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $406,600 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $16.96 (2023)
» Town Hall: 33 Geremonty Drive, 603-890-2000
» Police Department: 9 Veterans Memorial Parkway, 603-893-1911
» Fire Department: 152 Main St., 603-890-2200
» Department of Public Works: 21 Cross St., 603-890-2150
» Youth Services: 1 Sally Sweets Way, 603-890-2190
» Elder Services: 1 Sally Sweets Way, 603-890-2190
» School Department: 603-893-7040
» Library: Kelley Library, 234 Main St., 603-898-7064

WINDHAM

» Incorporated: 1742
» Website: windhamnh.gov
» Population: 15,817 (2020 Census)
» Median household income: $171,563 (2018-2022)
» Median value owner-occupied home/condo: $609,900 (2018-2022)
» Tax rate: $21.40 (2023)
» Town Hall: 4 North Lowell Road, 603-432-7732
» Police Department: 4 Fellows Road, 603-434-5577
» Fire Department: 3 Fellows Road, 603-434-4907
» Highway Department: 603-216-5676
» Youth Services: 4 North Lowell Road, 603-965-1208
» Elder Services: Senior Center, 2 North Lowell Road, 603-434-2411
» School Department: 603-845-1550
» Library: Nesmith Library, 8 Fellows Road, 603-432-7154

INDEPENDENT TIRE & AUTU

NO HIDDEN FEES ...Celebrating our 25th Anniversary

Independent Tire is one of the only local Tire Dealers that include
all services when quoting a price. There are NO HIDDEN COSTS!
With every new tire purchase you will receive:

e Mounting * Disposal of Old Tires
* High Speed Balancing e Lifetime Flat Repairs
» Lifetime Rotations
(every 5,000 miles)

WE ALSO OFFER: e Full Suspension Repairs
* Four Wheel Alignment e Exhaust System
* Brake Service * A/C Repair
ADDITIONAL SERVICES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS.
20 OLD CLARK RD. NORTH ANDOVER MA
978.689.3900
www.independenttirema.com
(NEXT TO LAWRENCE AIRPORT) BUSINESS HOURS: MON.-THURS. 8-5, FRI. 8-4

221 Essex Street

BRADFORD _
Haverhill, MA
TOWING C O ° (Between Moulton Way / Lafayette Sq.)

978-372-6151
978-374-0311

/A

DeFfrancesco

— QUALITY
ROOFING » SIDING = WINDOWS

Asphalt, Metal, Rubber Roofing,
Siding, Windows, Doors,
Additions
We Work Year Round

God Bless
603-818-4075

snhqualityroofing.com

$20T ‘Sg Tquiadag Aepsaupap o SHINOH » dnorn eIpay uoisoq jo YrIoN  LLS



North of Boston Media Group « HOMES « Wednesday, September 25, 2024 S12

Area Rugs
Wall-To-Wall
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Danvers, MA 01923
(978) 774-3867

www.pelletierrug.com

Professional
Installation

Easy Directions: Route 128 to Danvers, Exit 42.
Turn to Route 35 South. Go 1/4 mile to Water St.
Turn right. We are 100 yards down on the right.

Hours:
Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm
Fri-Sat 10am-5pm
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