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Visitors’ impressions of a 
home are often dictated by 
the home’s entryway. Must 
as one may judge a book by 
its cover, the same can be 
said about the impression 
that a front door and entry-
way can create, regardless 
of how accurate that impres-
sion is.

Making certain changes 
to an entryway can go a 
long way toward improving 
curb appeal. Entryways 
also can set the scene for a 
home’s interior. Whether 
one chooses to be classic or 
bold, modern or traditional, 
there are various ways to 
quickly transform a home’s 
entryway.

 � Bold front door color: 
Color can dramatically 
enhance an entryway. 
Painting an existing door 
or replacing it with a more 
vivid option can do the 
trick. The DIY Network says 
certain colors stand out as 
favorites. These include 

turquoise, yellow, red, 
indigo, orange, and black. 
The door color should com-
plement the other shades of 
the home, such as those on 
siding and trim.

 � Custom walkway: 
Guide guests right to the 
front door with an attrac-
tive (and safe) walkway. 
Stamped concrete or deco-
rative paver blocks may fit 
the bill. This walkway can 
extend to the street or to 
the driveway.

 � Contain plants. Land-
scaping around the entry-
way should be neat and 
well-tended. Overgrown 
plants or shrubbery may 
give off an air of neglect. 
Container plants and care-
fully curated shrubs can cre-
ate a neat and inviting aura.

 � Highlight the address. 
Make sure the home can 
be found easily with bold 
and decorative house 
numbers. Consider two 
different address signs: 

one illuminated and easily 
viewed from the curb, and 
another closer to the front 
door.

 � Utilize high-end mate-
rials. The relatively small 
area of real estate by the 
front door enables home-
owners to splurge on more 
opulent materials that can 
really add a feeling of lux-
ury. These can include col-
orful tiles, ornate planters, 
decorative wooden doors, or 
elaborate knobs and lighting 
fixtures.

 � Add architectural 
details. Find out which 
architectural elements will 
meld with the style of the 
home and then incorporate 
them. Moldings, columns, 
shutters, and trim are areas 
to consider.

The entryway to a home 
garners a lot of attention. 
Homeowners can enhance 
their spaces with entry-
ways that really make a 
statement.

Entryways can set 
the scene for a 
home’s interior.

COURTESY PHOTO

Quick and simple ways to make a front door pop
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Vacation often serves 
as a well-deserved break 
from the hustle and bustle 
of daily life. When relax-
ing and recharging away 
from home, the last thing 
vacationers want to think 
about is the safety of their 
homes and everything 
inside them. However, the 
National Council for Home 
Safety and Security and 
Statistics Canada estimate 
that more than two million 
burglaries occur in the 
United States and Canada 
every year. That under-
scores the importance of 
protecting your home at 
all times, including when 
you’re not there.

 � Create the impression 
that someone is home. Just 
because you’re heading off 

for parts unknown doesn’t 
mean you can’t create the 
impression that life is car-
rying on as usual within 
the walls of your home. 
Smart home technology 
now enables homeowners 
to set timers on lights and 
even home electronics like 
televisions and radios. 
Homeowners also can ask 
neighbors to pick up their 
mail or halt delivery until 
they return from their 
trips. Nothing says “no 
one’s home” as definitively 
as an overflowing mailbox.

 � Keep quiet on social 
media. A Credit Sesame 
survey of former burglars 
in the United Kingdom 
found that 78 percent 
acknowledged monitoring 
social media platforms 
such as Facebook and 

Twitter as they try to 
find homes to burglarize. 
Individuals about to go on 
vacation should avoid shar-
ing that on social media.

 � Stay silent while you’re 
away as well. Social media 
silence should be continued 
while you’re on vacation as 
well. No matter how tempt-
ing it may be to share pho-
tos from an exotic location, 
such posts could catch the 
attention of all the wrong 
people. A recent report 
from MetLife indicated that 
35 percent of Americans 
between the ages of 18 and 
34 check in from their loca-
tions via social media. That 
can alert criminals that no 
one is manning the fort back 
home.

 � Switch from a tradi-
tional lock and key to a 

lockbox. Individuals who 
travel frequently can take 
a page from the realtor 
notebook and switch from 
a traditional lock and key 
lock system to a lockbox. 
Lockboxes require that a 
code is entered before a 
box containing a key can 
be unlocked. Homeowners 
who want this added mea-
sure of protection don’t 
even need to put a key 
inside the lockbox, which 
typically covers a lock, 
making it extremely diffi-
cult for potential thieves to 
pick the lock.

Before leaving for vaca-
tion, individuals can imple-
ment various strategies 
and safety measures to 
protect their homes and 
their belongings while 
they’re away.

COURTESY PHOTO
When relaxing and recharging away from home, the last thing 
vacationers want to think about is the safety of their homes 
and everything inside them.

How to protect your home 
when you’re away

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Put your trust in our family to protect your family

978-465-5000 | 1-800-698-1800 | www.securityteam.com

OMNI
Security Team

FOR A PROPERTY INFO PACKAGE GO TOpaulmcinnis.com
Lic. #2089 - (603) 964-1301 - Ref. #22PM-19

PAUL MCINNIS AUCTIONEER IS PLEASED TO PRESENT THEWINDJAMMER BY THE
SEAMOTEL LOCATED AT 935 OCEAN BOULEVARD. TheWindjammer comprises twenty-two guest rooms, a
first-floor garden apartment, and a basement apartment with full kitchens and bathrooms. Amenities include an
in-ground swimming pool, a picnic area, and ample on-site parking with adjacent public parking. Each room is
uniquely appointed; some include full kitchens or a kitchenette. The guest rooms rent up to $380 per night in
season, with an owner-reported gross revenue of $420,000 for the 2021 season. The property totals 1.12 acres in the
Business-Seasonal zone, which allows for many permitted uses. Tax Map 151, Block 6.
INSPECTION: By appointment only, September 28th and October 6th. Please email: info@paulmcinnis.com to
schedule your appointment.

Windjammer By The Sea Motel • Hampton, NH
Online-only auction ends: Thursday, October 13th at 2:00 p.m.

LLC

TRUSTEE’S SALE AT

AUCTION

Selling to the
highest bidder
at or above
$2,500,000.

Lawrence , MA • Es t . 1947

Andover Street Builders Supply

New and Used Brick • Cement Block

Bluestone • Vermont Slate • Cobblestone

Sand & Gravel •Waterproofing Supplies

Concrete, Masonry, Landscape Products

Pat Small (prop.) • Call for pickup and delivery • 978-971-6316
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The real estate market 
has been a wild ride in 
recent years. Sellers have 
cashed in on record-break-
ing profits, and buyers have 
had to compete against 
many others {span}—{/span} 
sometimes in bidding wars 
{span}—{/span} for a limited 
number of properties. Once 
listed, homes are selling 
fast. As interest rates rise 
and inventory increases, 
things are likely to change, 
though for some it did not 
come soon enough.

Individuals who were 
lucky enough to find a new 
home this year may discover 
they now have little money 
to outfit those homes. Shop-
pers with new homeowners 
on their holiday shopping 
lists may want to help those 
loved ones outfit their 
homes this season. The 
following are some home-re-
lated gift ideas to get shop-
pers started.

 � Video/smart doorbell: 

Although the smart door-
bell market began with 
only a handful of options, 
there’s now a bevy of man-
ufacturers who make video 
and smart home doorbells. 
These doorbells serve the 
dual purpose of alerting 
homeowners to someone at 
the door, while providing 
surveillance of the comings 
and goings outside of the 
home. Depending on the 
product, a subscription may 
be needed to access video 
history. Doorbells range 
from $50 to $200 and more 
depending on features and 
resolution.

 � Furniture gift card: 
There’s a good chance new 
homeowners will need to 
furnish new rooms in a 
home, particularly if they’re 
coming from an apartment 
or a smaller place. Many 
people also like to update 
furnishings when they move 
into new places. A gift card 
to a popular furniture store 

in the area will provide the 
head-start new homeowners 
need to secure sofas, dining 
sets, lamps, rugs, and more.

 � Household tool kit: 
What better way to prepare 
new homeowners for the 
do-it-yourself projects and 

household repairs than with 
a tool kit? Home improve-
ment retailers often pack-
age common tools needed 
in carrying cases or sets, 
but shoppers can grab sep-
arate items they think will 
be used and group them 
together into one gift. Pliers, 
screwdrivers, wrenches, a 
level, and measuring tape 
are good starter tools.

 � Customized doormat: 
Give that new home addi-
tional curb appeal with a 
doormat customized with a 
special message or the new 

homeowners’ names, such 
as Welcome to the Smith 
Home. Other customizable 
products include cutting 
boards and wall plaques.

 � Programmable ther-
mostat: A programmable 
or learning thermostat will 
help new homeowners save 
on their energy bills. Many 
thermostats now pair with 
smart home systems and 
phones and automatically 
adjust the temperature as 
needed to reduce energy 
consumption.

 � Linens: A high thread 
count sheet set or plush 
Turkish cotton towels may 
not be something new 
homeowners think to get for 
themselves. But these luxu-
rious gifts can make life at 
home more comfortable.

Moving into a new home 
is an exciting yet expen-
sive endeavor. Carefully 
curated gifts can tap into 
what new homeowners 
need the most.

What to give new homeowners this holiday season

COURTESY PHOTO
Home-related gift ideas can be helpful for new homeowners on 
your list this holiday season.

Individuals who 
were lucky enough 
to find a new home 

this year may 
discover they now 

have little money to 
outfit those homes. 

Kitchen Countertops • Granite • Marble • Quartz

448 Andover Street | Lawrence, MA | 978-688-2225 • 81 Bridge Street | Beverly, MA | 978-922-0064
www.napolitanogranite.com

Old World Craftsmanship Meets New World Style.
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Do you still have an avo-
cado green kitchen? Is your 
living room dank and dark? 
Perhaps there is only one 
bathroom for a family of 
six? Answering yes to any of 
these questions could serve 
as the catalyst for a home 
renovation project.

Home improvement proj-
ects come in all shapes and 
sizes — some with huge bud-
gets and others that are more 
cost-conscious. Regardless 
of what homeowners hope 
to achieve with their renova-
tions, a common goal across 
any price point is a desire to 
save as much money as possi-
ble. Home renovations can be 
expensive, but there are ways 
to cut costs.

 � Assess the merit of the 
project. Remodeling mag-
azine annually publishes 
a “Cost vs. Value Report” 
that lists the average cost 
and return on investment 
homeowners can expect of 
various types of projects. If 

you’re planning to sell your 
home soon, it may be best to 
focus on repairs and renova-
tions that will generate the 
most substantial ROI.

 � Hire a contractor. Even 

avid do-it-yourselfers can 
sometimes benefit from 
a contractor’s expertise, 
particularly for complex 
tasks. Don’t waste money by 
trying tough jobs yourself; 

rely on an experienced con-
tractor who can get supplies 
for less money and will do 
the job right the first time. 
Compare bids from several 
different contractors and 

figure out the best value.
 � Refurbish existing 

features. Rather than a com-
plete gut and rebuild, figure 
out where you can revitalize 
existing fixtures and more. 
For example, refinishing 
existing cabinets can save 
you up to 50 percent com-
pared with the cost of new 
cabinetry, according to Angi 
(formerly Angie’s List), a 
cost comparison and busi-
ness review resource.

 � Choose midgrade mate-
rials. Certain materials 
may be all the rage but they 
come with a higher price 
tag. Angi reports that gran-
ite counters could be $60 to 
$100 per square foot. How-
ever, a composite or lami-
nate that looks like granite 
and wears well may be $10 
to 40 per square foot. Figure 
out where you can choose 
middle-of-the-road materials 
for maximum value.

 � Avoid peak seasons. You’ll 
pay more to install a deck or a 

pool right before the outdoor 
entertaining season. There 
also may be a premium to get 
work done right before a major 
holiday. Therefore, consult the 
calendar to find an off time for 
a renovation and book it then 
to save.

 � Do some prep work. 
You might be able to save 
by doing some of the demo-
lition and preparatory work 
yourself. For example, you 
can tear up old carpeting 
before the installation of 
new tile floors. Perhaps 
you can mend and patch up 
walls before a paint job.

 � Buy a display item. 
Former showroom kitchens 
and baths often are sourced 
at a fraction of their rec-
ommended retail prices, 
according to Real Homes, a 
home remodel guide based 
in the United Kingdom. 
Retailers often update their 
displays and you may score 
existing showroom items at 
a discount.

How to cut costs on home renovations

COURTESY PHOTO
 Home renovations can be expensive, but there are ways to cut costs. 

175 Market Street, Lawrence, MA • 978-686-6149 • www.momahoney.com

Welcoming Homeowners and Contractors
for over 140 years!

Make your backyard your next vacation destination ...

• Granite, Bluestone, Sandstone Pavers, Treads, Steps

• Natural Stone, NE Fieldstone, PA Thin Fieldstone

• Fire Pits - All kinds of sizes with various prices

• Concrete Pavers (50+ styles, colors in stock)

• Retaining Walls (20+ styles, colors in stock)
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Gas Inserts, Fireplaces, Stoves and Logs
Electric Inserts and Fireplaces

Open 7 days a week!
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm | Sunday 11am-5pm

24 Newbury St., Danvers, MA
978-774-8822

Text 978-810-5884
info@sunlinepatio.com

Wide Selection On Display.
Visit Our Showroom.
Open Year Round!
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Spring and summer are 
perhaps the busiest times 
of year for gardeners. How-
ever, fall also is a prime time 
to tend to gardens.

The tree and bare root 
retailer Bower & Branch 
advises that soil tempera-
tures in many regions of the 
country may still be warm 
enough to encourage root 
growth well into the start of 
winter. Furthermore, fall is 
often the ideal time to plant, 
fertilize and keep a garden 
going or to get a head start 
on next year’s bounty.

Here are some tips to 
make the most of the fall 
gardening season.

 � Think about fall annu-
als and bulb planting. Near 
the end of September, start 
planting cool-weather-lov-
ing pansies and violas for 
pops of color as summer 

flowers fade. Also, it’s a 
good idea to stock up on 
bulbs that will bloom in the 
months to come before they 
sell out in stores. Wait until 
the temperatures really cool 
down before planting them 
in desired spots for spring 
sprouts.

 � Sow salad seeds. Let-
tuce, spinach, radishes, 
and arugula tolerate cooler 
temperatures. Try new and 
interesting lettuce varieties 
and enjoy salads well into 
the fall season.

 � Take inventory of the 
sun. Positioning a garden 
carefully means maximizing 
hours of sunlight, which 
begin to dwindle in the fall. 
Experts say gardens grow 
best in sunny locations that 
receive six hours of direct 
sunlight each day. This is 
where container gardens 

can be helpful, as they allow 
gardeners to move plants 
into spots that will get 
ample sunlight.

 � Fill in landscaping gaps. 
Some fall plants can add 
color around the landscape 
and brighten up homes to 
add curb appeal. In addition 
to pansies and violas, asters, 
kale and chrysanthemums 
are fall blooms. Keep in 
mind that mums can come 
back year after year. So take 
them out of those flower 
pots and get them into the 
ground. They can be enjoyed 
next year as well, sprouting 
in early spring and develop-
ing leaves and buds through 
late summer.

 � Clean up unwanted 
growth. Fall is an ideal time 
to cut back spent vegetable 
plants and get rid of errant 
weeds. Rather than bagging 

leaves, mow them with a 
grass catcher and then 
add the mix to a vegetable 
garden as an excellent soil 
insulator. The nitrogen and 
carbon will fertilize the soil, 
enhancing growing possi-
bilities and limiting weed 
growth.

 � Propagate plants in 
the fall. As temperatures 
gradually begin to cool, 
start taking cuttings from 
perennials, gathering seed 
pods from azaleas and rho-
dodendrons and dividing 
hardwood cuttings, says 
the resource Gardening 
Know How. Consult with a 
garden center or horticul-
turist on the proper ways 
to propagate stems using 
rooting hormone and other 
techniques.

 � Continue to water 
plants. Water is essential in 

the fall and winter as roots 
can still be growing. Gradu-
ally reduce watering dura-
tion as plants go dormant.

Fall planting and 

maintenance can extend 
gardening season and 
improve the chances of 
growing a healthy spring 
garden.

A beginner’s guide to fall 
planting and maintenance

COURTESY PHOTO
Here are some tips to make the most of the fall gardening 
season. 

Specializing in
Commercial and

Residential
Real Estate

MARIA BONANNO, ESQ.
280 Merrimack Street, Suite B,

Methuen, MA 01844
Phone: 978.686.9000
EFax: 1.888.655.3060

LAW & T I TLE P.C .
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Fireplaces are useful features in 
a home. Fireplaces are sources of 
ambient heat and also add style to 
indoor spaces.

Fireplaces can complement 
just about any interior style. 
Fireplaces can be traditional and 
burn wood or connect to a home’s 
natural gas supply for on-demand 
ambiance. What’s more, fireplaces 
may come in vented or ventless 
varieties, depending on home-
owners’ preferences and what is 
allowed by community building 
codes. That means a chimney or 
flue may not be needed — expand-
ing the list of rooms where a fire-
place can be installed.

Certain trends have emerged 
among fireplace fans in recent 
years. Here’s a look at what’s 
getting consumers fired up about 
these home decor elements.

 � Minimalist style: Many fire-
places are designed in neutral 
colors with minimal trim that 
directs focus on the fire and not 
the appliance. When the fireplace 
is not in use, it blends in with sur-
roundings and will not compete 
for attention with other design 

elements.
 � Convertible fireplaces: Home-

owners can choose between open 

or sealed fireplaces. A convertible 
fireplace enables homeowners to 
have the best features of these 

options. A convertible fireplace 
can be converted to wood from 
gas, or the opposite, in as little as 

30 minutes.
 � Nature-inspired materials: 

Natural stone continues to be a 
material of choice in fireplace 
surrounds. Light colors work 
well for a fireplace, and also fit 
with today’s lighter color interior 
design preferences. Natural stone 
also works perfectly with both 
contemporary and rustic decor.

 � Vintage fireplaces: Vintage 
continues to be a buzzword in 
2022, and the choice to go vintage 
also applies to fireplace styles. 
A room decorated in vintage 
elements can be complemented 
with a vintage fireplace or one 
designed to look vintage.

 � Integrate into wall decor: 
Fireplaces that are built right into 
a wall save space. One can have a 
television and a fireplace on the 
same wall. These types of fire-
places work well in modern home 
designs. Other fireplaces may be 
built into bookshelves or other 
wall features.

Fireplaces can improve the 
appeal of a home. Various trends 
are popular this year, making fire-
places highly coveted features.

Fireplace trends help create attractive, comfortable rooms

COURTESY PHOTO
Certain trends have emerged among fireplace fans in recent years. 

• We offer full service plumbing including
installation and repair on faucets,
showers, toilets, kitchen, and bathroom
appliances.

• We maintain your current heating,
cooling, and hot water systems and
when it’s time, help you choose the best
replacement options.

• We have been servicing customers
for more than 20 years.

• Emergency service coverage.

Mass Save Rebates
0% Interest Loans for 7 Years

Call now for a
FREE ESTIMATE!

Time for a new heating system?
Let us show you how to $AVE.

www.callahanac.com | 978-689-9233 | 91 Belmont St., North Andover, MA 01845

Because Your Comfort is our Business!

WHY
CHOOSE US?

SERVICES:
• INSTALLATIONS
• AIR CONDITIONING
• BOILERS
• FURNACES
• HEAT PUMPS
• HOT WATER HEATERS
• ON-DEMAND SYSTEMS
• GAS PIPING
• PLUMBING

License #: PC 3532, MP-15212
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Open-concept homes have 
become increasingly popular in 
recent years. An open-concept 
home is one in which the rooms 
flow into one another with lim-
ited obstruction from walls or 
other barriers. According to the 
National Association of Home 
Builders, 84 percent of new sin-
gle-family homes have fully or 
partially open layouts.

While they may seem like a 
new trend, open floor plans are 
anything but. Early American 
homes featured open, often one- 
or two-room units built around 
the central kitchen/hearth. This 
maximized warmth and function-
ality. Homes evolved as incomes 
grew, and soon homes had several 
smaller rooms with specialized 
functions.

What’s old has become new 
again. However, before diving 
head first into a new home pur-
chase or a big renovation to 
realize an open-concept dream, 
consider the pros and cons of this 
type of setup to determine if it’s 
really right for you.

Advantages of  
open floor plans

Open floor plans facilitate the 
flow of natural light throughout 
a space and can promote air 
flow, helping to reduce warm or 
cool pockets of air in otherwise 

closed-off rooms.
Open homes make socializing 

easier, even when people are 
doing different things. While 
someone is cooking dinner in the 
kitchen, he or she can still interact 
with someone else playing video 

games in the family room or pay-
ing bills in the home office. Enter-
taining also is easier, as mingling 
with guests is much more conve-
nient when walls are not getting 
in the way.

A smaller home can feel much 
larger if it employs an open con-
cept. The square footage is not 
divided into smaller quarters, 
which sometimes are rooms (such 
as formal dining rooms) that are 
only used a few times per year. 
This eliminates underused spaces 
and opens up sight lines in the 
layout.

The value of real estate has risen 
dramatically since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and prospec-
tive buyers may prefer an open-con-
cept plan because it can help them 
minimize building costs.

Disadvantages of  
open floor plans

Open layouts are not for every-
one. The same sense of space that 
occurs when walls are taken down 
may make rooms feel cavernous 
and less cozy, particularly in 

homes with ample square footage. 
In addition, privacy can be hard to 
come by when all rooms feed into 
one another.

When the kitchen is not sepa-
rate from the family room space, 
that makes it easy for noise to 
compromise the area’s comfort 
levels. There is no hiding from 
noise in an open floor plan, as 
sounds from voices, television 
shows and appliances tend to 
echo and blend together. And if 
the home is a single-story layout, 
those noises from the main living 
areas also may carry to adjacent 
bedrooms.

Smoke and smells are another 
thing to consider. When some-
thing on the stove spills over, a 
small range hood will not be prac-
tical for clearing smoke from a 
large space. Though the aroma of 
freshly cooked food is enticing, it 
can make it hard for cooks to keep 
guests out of the kitchen.

Open-concept homes are popu-
lar, but homeowners should weigh 
the pluses and minuses to see if 
this trend is truly right for them.

Pros and cons to open-concept homes

COURTESY PHOTO
Before diving head first into a new home purchase or a big renovation to 
realize an open-concept dream, consider the pros and cons of this type of 
setup. 

Choose from multiple stone colors
Multiple different edge option

FREE D’Shape or Rectangle Sink
Template & Installation Included

GRANITE
& QUARTZ
SALE

978.378.4340 | 4 PERKINS WAY,
NEWBURYPORT MA

www.latilesandgranite.com

Morrill Electric
Full Service Electrical Contractor Serving New England Since 1979

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Turn Key Installations

Sales & Service
Annual Maintenance Programs

Leading Generac Generator
Installer North of Boston

Visit Us At www.morrillelectric.com
LC MA 17389 A • NH 7730 • ME 12895 142 Haverhill Rd. • Amesbury

978-388-1522
Serving Greater Merrimack Valley Since 1979!

Don’t be fooled by Mother Nature this
hurricane season!

Protect your home with a Generac Generator this Spring Season!
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The kitchen may be the heart 
of a home, but when it comes to 
entertaining, a dining room — if 
one is present in a house — tends 
to be the prime gathering spot for 
meals.

Dining rooms may not be top on 
the list of spaces to renovate, as 
they tend to be used infrequently. 
But a dining room makeover may 
still be a worthy endeavor. Here 
are some simple ways to make 
the dining room more elegant and 
functional.

 � Clear out the clutter. The first 
step toward improving a dining 
room eating area is to remove 
any extraneous items from the 
space. If the dining room table is 
not used very often, it likely has 
become a catch-all for other items, 
such as bills, newspapers or kids’ 
homework. Rather than using the 

dining space as a makeshift office 
or homework station, invest in a 
rolling cart to store those papers 
and other items. Simply roll it into 
a closet or another room when it’s 
time to host a party.

 � Hang a statement light. 
Few decorative items add as 
much drama and ambiance to a 
dining space as a new overhead 
light. People hear chandelier 
and think a bejeweled or crys-
tal design. But various chande-
lier styles can fit the aesthetic 
of a home. The light will be a 
focal point and instantly make 
the dining area more elegant. 
Install the light on a dimmer 
to adjust the illumination as 
needed to set the mood.

 � Invest in new linens. Purchase 
coordinating table linens that will 
be used for special occasions. A 

decorative table cloth or table 
runner coupled with cloth napkins 
and placemats helps to set the 
scene of the dinner party.

 � Add a piece of artwork. 
Many modern homeowners have 
eschewed the China cabinet that 
once was standard in dining 
rooms. Rather than a bulky piece 

of furniture, a large piece of state-
ment-making artwork or framed 
photos over a more minimalistic 
buffet table or small service bar is 
preferable. Choose artwork that 
complements the colors in the 
space.

 � Include a centerpiece. Center-
pieces add sophistication to the 

table and tie into the event. Floral 
arrangements, a bowl or basket of 
fruit, pine cones or greens from 
outdoors, or collectibles like shells 
in a tall canister can serve as 
centerpieces.

There are many simple ways to 
dress up dining spaces and make 
them more elegant.

Make a dining 
room more elegant 

for entertaining

COURTESY PHOTO
Here are some simple ways to make the dining room more elegant and functional. 

ARMSTRONG FIELD
REALESTATE

Since 1944 - Trust * Honesty * Integrity * Knowledge

Home values are peaking! If you’ve been thinking about
making a move, now is the time. We can help you sell your
home and sail you in a new one with minimum stress. Call us
today for a free, no obligation consultation.

Armstrong Field Real Estate is a REALTOR® company. Not all agents are REALTORS®, and the difference is meaningful. When choosing a
real estate agent to help you buy or sell a home, make sure that person is a REALTOR®. Only REALTORS® subscribe to a strict Code of Ethics.

ARMSTRONG FIELD REALESTATE
Blending Old School Service with Leading Edge Technology

www.ArmstrongField.com
Salem 978-740-8700
Beverly 978-927-1949

Toll Free 877-740-8700
Merrimac Valley 978-225-0658
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  Please recycle this newspaper.

Family owned since 1976 hastingsfloor.com

Turning a house into a home –
one room at a time

919 Salem St. • Groveland, MA
978-521-8848

CARPET • TILE • HARDWOOD • LINOEUM • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

ADDITIONAL SERVICES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS.

20 OLD CLARK RD. NORTH ANDOVERMA
978.689.3900

www.independenttirema.com
(NEXT TO LAWRENCE AIRPORT) BUSINESS HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-5

Independent Tire is one of the only local Tire Dealers that include
all services when quoting a price. There are NO HIDDEN COSTS!
With every new tire purchase you will receive:

...Celebrating our 22nd Anniversary

NO HIDDEN FEES:

INDEPENDENT TIRE & AUTO

WE ALSO OFFER:
• Four Wheel Alignment
• Brake Service

• Full Suspension Repairs
• Exhaust System
• A/C Repair

• Mounting
• High Speed Balancing

• Disposal of Old Tires
• Lifetime Flat Repairs
• Lifetime Rotations
(every 5,000 miles)

(978) 689-8336
office@giardplumbing.com

Services to Meet All Your Needs
Residential & Commercial Emergency Services

BOOKASEPTICPUMPING
APPOINTMENTNOW

Owned and Operated by Tim & Jeremy Giard

CUSTOM MADE HAND RAILS
Hand-Crafted • Exterior / Interior

Most Colors ~ Powder Coated or Painted

978-957-6833 www.millcityiron.com

FABRICATORS, INC.

SERVING MA & NH – FULLY INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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A fully finished and functional basement 
is a dream for many homeowners. Such a 
space, when completed, can serve as an 
entertainment space, a man cave, an art-
ist’s studio, or any number of additional 
functions.

Despite their usefulness, finished base-
ments are something of a rarity. In an anal-
ysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
Survey of Construction, the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders® found that only 
around 24 percent of single-family homes 
built in 2018 have basements. Homeowners 
who do not currently have a finished base-
ment but are considering such a project 
can approach the remodel with a few key 
factors in mind. Careful consideration of 
these factors can ensure the project is bud-
get-friendly and worthy of homeowners’ 
investments.

 � Investment value: Conventional wis-
dom among home renovation and real 
estate experts suggests that a basement 
remodel is best if done to satisfy current 
inhabitants and not necessarily to appeal 
to prospective buyers once the home is put 
up for sale. Remodeling magazine reports 
that a midrange basement remodel costing 
around $70,000 will provide a return of 
around $49,000 (or 70 percent) at resale. 
Though that’s not a poor return on invest-
ment, homeowners who are remodeling a 
basement solely for the potential ROI at 
resale can find other projects that provide a 
greater return.

 � Foundation: The foundation of the 
home must garner ample consideration 
before beginning a basement remodel. 
Certain foundation issues, such as soft con-
crete, cracked or curved outside walls and 
cracks in the flooring, are indicative of sig-
nificant issues with the foundation. These 
issues can be costly to address, and they 
must be remedied before the basement 
remodel can begin.

 � Existing space: Some homeowners may 
have bought their homes with partially 
finished basements or even finished areas 
that they simply want to remodel. In such 
instances, a pre-remodel inspection from 

a licensed home inspector can save home-
owners lots of money and heartache over 
the long haul. Partially finished or even 
aging finished basements might not have 
been renovated in adherence to codes, 
which could lead to costly violations down 
the road. An inspection in advance of a 
remodel can give homeowners an idea 
of what they will need to do to bring the 
basement up to code. Local officials also 
can provide a list of necessary permits and 
a detailed description of requirements to 
ensure the remodeled basement adheres 
to code.

 � Soil: Soil surrounding the home 
should be tested prior to beginning the 
project. Radon is an odorless gas found in 
soil that the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency notes can increase individuals’ 
risk for lung cancer. Radon can seep into 
basements and increase that risk even fur-
ther if it is present at elevated levels in the 
soil surrounding a home. Radon tests are 
simple and inexpensive, and no basement 
remodel project should begin without first 
conducting such a test.

Finished basements are valuable spaces. 
Homeowners who want to finish or 
remodel their basements should consider 
a host of factors before beginning the 
renovation

COURTESY PHOTO
Homeowners who do not currently have a 
finished basement but are considering such a 
project can approach the remodel with a few 
key factors in mind.

How to approach a basement remodel

McLennan & CompanyEach Office is Independently Owned & Operated

Karen Schubert
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & NH
978-697-1085

188 Broadway
Methuen Massachusetts 01844

office (978) 683-8008

Fall may bring a chill
in the air and into the
housing market too!
Hurry and Call me!

Roofing
Painting
Siding

Call 800-535-4312
today for a free estimate!

Olympic offers a full menu
of services including roofing,
painting, masonry, carpentry
and new construction.

olympicroofing.com
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Visit Our ShowroomAt:
115 North Street, Salem, MA 01970

A-AServices.com

978-619-8554

Fully Licensed and Insured

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase of 4+ windows Applies to: Sunrise Vanguard Series Bay/Bow, Double Hung, & Casements with N2210A Glass Pkg. Expires 10/31/22

OFF
EACH

WINDOW
with the purchase
of 4+ windows

FALL
SPECIAL

Realize your
dreams today
with convenient
FINANCING
OPTIONS
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IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW,
IT’S PEACE OF MIND

For more than 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With more than 100 million windows
installed, no windows are in more homes than the Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative
blend of craftsmanship and style, Andersen is the most trusted and recommended brand among
residential homeowners.*

*2018 U.S. Brand Study of Andersen and Renewal by Andersen brands vs.
competitive brands.
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of
Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
Learn more at andersenwindows.com/400series

MOYNIHANLUMBER.COM
BEVERLY | NORTH READING | PLAISTOW, NH
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WOOL CARPET
HEADQUARTERS

Easy Directions: Route 128 to Danvers, Exit 42.
Turn to Route 35 South. Go 1/4 mile to Water St.
Turn right. We are 100 yards down on the right.

Hours:
Mon-Thur 10am-6pm

Fri-Sat 10am-5pm

17 Water St.
Danvers, MA 01923

(978) 774-3867
www.pelletierrug.com
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