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Coach Vrabel has  
brought a personal touch 

to Pats greatness
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Vegetable Platters
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Make the smart play.

Member FDIC | Member DIF | Equal Housing Lender | NMLS #413282

4.00 1APY

on balances up to $15,000

Open your Rewards Checking and meet monthly qualifiers to earn up to 4.00% APY
on balances up to $15,000. It's a smart way to make your money work harder-while you do

what you do every day. Whether you are spending or saving, do it well with Rewards Checking.

The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 4.00% as of 2/6/2026 Balances up to and including $15,000.00 will earn an APY of 4.00%,
balances in excess of $15,000.00 will earn an APY of 4.00% to 0.01%. If you do not meet the eligibility requirements during the statement
cycle, the rate paid on your account on the entire balance will be 0.01% with an APY of 0.01%. Minimum balance to open the account is
$10. To be eligible for the interest rates and APYs, and receive up to $20 reimbursement for foreign ATM fees, you must meet the
following requirements during the statement cycle: enrollment in online banking and eStatements, a direct deposit of $100 or more, 10
debit card transactions posted and cleared per statement cycle. Rate is subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings.
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Bill Burt
Bob Kraft 

messed up 
and, eventu-
ally, fessed 
up.

He gave 
Bill Beli-
chick too 
much 
power — 

his words! — and fired the 
struggling, coaching legend.

And then handed over 
keys to his multi-billion dol-
lar franchise to, basically a 
friend, Jerod Mayo, with no 
leadership experience out-
side of sales job.

Two decisions, two disas-
trous seasons, comparable 
to a few other pathetic sea-
sons in franchise history, 
and eight wins combined.

One of pro sports great-
est modern day dynasties, 
remarkably constucted in free 
agency era, virtually disap-
peared before our very eyes.

Obviously, Tom Brady’s 
exodus was at the forefront, 
but this was bigger than a 
fortysomething legendary 
quarterback. Kraft waited 
less 30 minutes after the 
2024 regular season ended, 
with the franchising blow-
ing an opportunity of cop-
ping the first overall pick, to 
fire Mayo, the first black head 
coach in the team’s history.

Admitting a mistake is 
one thing. Admitting it less 
than a year later is another.

Eight days later, the 
Patriots owner then hired 
free agent Mike Vrabel to, 
essentially, run the football 
operations.

Gutsy? Absolutely. 
Lucky? Damn straight.

But luck usually finds 
those in position to accept 
such a gift and Kraft, after 
realizing Mayo was not 
going to turn the struggles 
of the last two years around, 
went with the Patriots Hall 
of Fame former linebacker.

Vrabel not only had six 
years head coaching expe-
rience, but his Tennessee 
teams won two AFC South 

Division titles and made the 
playoffs three times, all with 
a third-tier quarterback.

Vrabel was inducted 
into the Patriots Hall of 
Fame the year before and 
didn’t mince words speak-
ing to the Gillette Stadium 
crowd, “I don’t want you to 
take this organization for 
granted. I’ve been to a lot 
of places. This is a special 
place with great leadership, 
great fans, great direction, 
great coaching. Enjoy it. It’s 
not like this everywhere.”

While Kraft chose Mayo 
to replace Belichick after 
the four-win 2023 season, 

the Patriots owner con-
nected with Vrabel the two 
days he was in town. Sim-
ilarly, in 1996, when Bill 
Belichick was here for one 
season as an assistant, he 
connected with Kraft. It 
took four years, but Beli-
chick returned and about 18 
months later, so did Vrabel.

Belichick and Tom Brady 
got the bulk of the credit 
for two decades of work, 
burt Vrabel’s influence as a 
player and teammate was 
special, particularly in the 
biggest games was spe-
cial. Personally, his two 
sacks, forced fumble and 

TD reception in the Patri-
ots second Super Bowl win 
over the Carolina Panthers 
deserved MVP recognition.

His personality, which 
reeked of New England sar-
casm, always was a perfect 
fit here.

It’s not easy admitting a 
mistake and the compound-
ing that with one of the best 
moves the organization ever 
made outside of drafting 
Brady 199th overall, hir-
ing Belichick and drafting 
Drake Maye.

But changing course and 
bringing Vrabel on board 
might some day be on a par 
with all of those decisions.

The Patriots owner, over 
31 years, has made some 
questionable decisions. But 
almost every time he has 
bounced back.

I’m not saying Kraft pre-
dicted this in 2025, within a 
year, but ...

“I personally am very 
excited,” said Kraft. “The 
last two years have been 
very tough. After my fam-
ily, this team is the most 
important thing. The one 
thing that brings everybody 
together is the NFL, and we 
gotta win. I believe we’re set 
up this year to turn around 
what’s gone on the last cou-
ple of years.”

The Patriots appear back. 
And the owner made that 
happen.

You can email Bill Burt at 
bburt@northofboston.com.

Total redemption for Bob Kraft

FILE PHOTO
Patriots head coach Mike Vrabel with Patriots owner Bob Kraft last January after he 
was hired to replace Jerod Mayo.

Head coach Mike Vrabel 
looks on during the 
Patriots game against 
the Pittsburgh Steelers in 
September.

JAIME CAMPOS PHOTO
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By Bill Burt
 » bburt@northofboston.com

Two decisions, draft-
ing Tom Brady and hir-
ing Bill Belichick, changed 
the course of a fledgling — 
sometimes good, oftentimes 
bad — New England Patri-
ots franchise.

Bob Kraft had things mov-
ing in the right direction in 
his first half-dozen years, 
but his goal of “becoming 
the San Francisco 49ers” – 
consistently competing for 
championships multiple 
years – was still far-fetched.

Nobody knew anything 
about Brady, drafted 199th. 
And a distinct minority 
sided with Belichick hiring 
because of his personality.

But they both changed the 
course of history.

Mike Vrabel hiring was 
different. It was celebrated. 
A favored player as a three-
time Super Bowl champ, 
clutch player and Patriots 
Hall of Famer, he brought 
some juice back, as head 
coaching talent to the fran-
chise after a few horrific 
seasons.

Expectations were high 
that Vrabel would fix it, 
sooner rather than later 
with a kid quarterback that 
showed franchise quarter-
back tendencies.

But nobody expected this. 
Nobody.

On the day Vrabel was 
hired — 12 months and 25 
days ago — he brought certi-
tude back, using a key word, 
“accountability,” several 
times.

A great football word, 
accountability: it’s tough, 
decisive, reeking of disci-
pline. From a few decades 
of experience, we like that 
in our football team around 

here.
But Patriots fans and 

Patriots players have gotten 
so much more from Vrabel.

Though he did sort of 
promise what has actually 
happened:

“I want to galvanize our 
football team,” said Vra-
bel. “I want to galvanize this 
building. I want to galvanize 
our fans.”

While Belichick galva-
nized a lot of people, espe-
cially when the Patriots 
winning Super Bowls, this 
feels different.

The players have a bigger 
role, which was apparently 
part of Vrabel’s master plan.

We knew he had 

experience as a champion-
ship player and as a success-
ful coach. What we didn’t 
know was his devotion to 
relationships.

“There’s so much to like 
and respect about Mike,” 
said Patriots veteran tight 
end, Hunter Henry. “He 
played the game at the high-
est level and was a great 
player. He had a lot of suc-
cess as a (head) coach, too.

“I’ve played for a lot of 
coaches,” noted Henry. “He’s 
different, in a positive way, 
but more importantly the 
message is consistent. He 
never wavers. Personally, I 
love playing for him. I’d do 
anything for him.”

Early in the summer, 
Vrabel got the entire team 
and coaches together 
with a program he called 
the “Four H’s,” having 
everyone talk about 
their personal lives in 
terms of hometown, 
heartbreak, hero and 
hope.

It turned into a tear-
fest for many players 
and coaches, learning 
deep, personal stories 
about so many of their 
peers.

“It was amazing hearing 
all of the stories,” said Pats 
star cornerback Christian 

How Vrabel–the man–won 
over franchise and region

JAIME CAMPOS PHOTO
Mike Vrabel congratulates running back Rhamondre Stevenson (38) after Stevenson’s 
touchdown against Miami in January.

See VRABEL, Page 6

TOP: Mike Vrabel sacks Chargers’ quarterback Philip 
Rivers in 2007. BOTTOM: Mike Vrabel, right, talks with 
Tedy Bruschi, left, as head coach Bill Belichick, center, 
walks past during team practice in 2008.
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Thank You Once Again for Voting
Dr. Cardarelli Best Orthodontist

Board Certified with Over 40 Years of Award Winning Excellence

A Special THANKS
to our Dedicated and Talented Staff!

Our award winning practice has been committed to excellence for more than 40 years and continues to
deliver a full range of advanced orthodontics for children, adults and adolescents.

• Board Certified, American Board of Orthodontics
• Harvard University School of Dental Medicine ~ Faculty
• Tufts University School of Dental Medicine - Faculty
• Best in Boston Medicine - Top Doctors and Dentists

“We encourage you to review our credentials.
We will earn your trust”

234 Summer Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 ~ 978-372-4172
www.DrCardarelli.com

2025

GO PATS! BEAT SEATTLE!



Gonzalez. “You tell your story and the 
tough experiences we’ve had. You real-
ize we’re all in this together.”

Starting safety Jaylinn Hawkins said 
those hearing stories were a turning 
point for him.

“I can’t tell you how much it brings 
you together, hearing guys get emo-
tional,” said Hawkins. “I appreciated 
it so much. I know guys say it all the 
time, but it really feels like a family on 
this team.”

Vrabel was asked about his philos-
ophy on seemingly being a “players 
coach,” and where it came from.

“I think you try to have a core belief 
in what you do. And I think you try to 
be consistent with that. But I think you 
also have to be authentic,” said Vra-
bel. “(Your players) have to see you be 
upset, be disappointed, be sad, share 
personal experiences.

“I talk about how much time we 
spend together. It just goes all the way 
back to when – they don’t care how 
much you know until they know how 
much you care,” said Vrabel last week.

“Whatever we can do to try to help 
them off the field, grow as men – 
there’s a lot of great guys in there that 
are husbands and fathers, and then 

they’re also great players. So, we just 
try to build the player the best that we 
can.”

There have been so many success 
stories about this team, from free 
agency, the draft, the holdovers, the 
new offensive line, the stout defense 
we’ve seen the last three weeks and, of 
course, the development of a true fran-
chise quarterback.

But winning 16 of its last 17 games, 
and to be the last team standing in the 
AFC is nothing short of remarkable. 
It’s more than talent.

Near the end of last Sunday’s AFC 
title win in Denver, defensive tackle 
Cory Durden was caught mic’d up con-
versing with Vrabel in the final minute.

The undrafted interior defensive 
lineman joined the Patriots this sum-
mer after spending time with three 
teams: Detroit, L.A. Rams and N.Y. 
Giants. He started on the practice 
squad before becoming a key cog this 
season.

“You changed my life, coach,” he told 
Vrabel. “You changed my (bleeping) 
life. You changed my life, dawg. I swear 
to God, you changed my life.”

Quite frankly, Coach Vrabel has 
enhanced a lot of lives, including sev-
eral million fans.

You can email Bill Burt at bburt@
northofboston.com.

 » Vrabel
Continued from Page 4

JAIME CAMPOS PHOTO
Patriots head coach Mike Vrabel smiles after Stefon Diggs’ touchdown against the Atlanta 
Falcons in November.
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Staffed, Fueled, and Ready to Go!

CALL TODAY 603.898.7986 | PalmerGas.Com |

PROPANE & OIL • SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLATION

• Real People. Real Help. Every Time.
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• Electrician & Plumbing Services

$150
NEW

CUSTOMER
CREDIT*

WE’VE GOT WINTER
COVERED

*Some restrictions may apply License Number: MBE0005201

Thank you for voting us
BEST FUELPROVIDER!

10 TIME WINNER



JAIME CAMPOS PHOTO
Patriots head coach Mike Vrabel convenes with receivers Kayshon Boutte (9) and 
Stefon Diggs (8) during their game against the Giants in December.
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We carry a full line of supplies for
dogs, cats, small animals, domestic
and wild birds, fish and reptiles

137 Plaistow Road
Route 125, Plaistow, NH

603-382-6873
STORE HOURS: Monday-Saturday 9-9, Sunday 9-6

THANKS FOR A GREAT SEASON!
GOOD LUCK IN THE BIG GAME!!

Shop us online at: www.statelinepetsupply.com

*Coupon can not be applied for prior purchases.Coupon cannot be combined with any other offer.

$5 OFF*
Any purchase of $30 or more
Limit 1 coupon per customer. Excludes foods. Expires: 2/16/26

$25 OFF*
Any purchase of $125 or more

Limit 1 coupon per customer. Excludes foods. Expires: 2/16/26

$15 OFF*
Any purchase of $75 or more
Limit 1 coupon per customer. Excludes foods. Expires: 2/16/26

&
Guaranteed Lowest

Prices Extra
Savings Every Day

Call Kristy at 603-382-3596 or
email at klacroix@cruiseplanners.com

YOU R L AND AND CRU I S E E X P E R T S

Land Tours, All Inclusive
Resorts, River Cruises,
Expedition Cruises and

Ocean Cruises
WHAT IS ON YOUR
BUCKET LIST?



By Hector Longo
There is a lot to digest 

when comparing the New 
England Patriots to the 
Seattle Seahawks. Here is 
a look at five key factors to 
watch when teams meet on 
Sunday:

Darnold 
under 
duress

Will the real Sam Darnold 
please stand up?

For New England football 
followers, it is truly hard to 
take the Seahawks’ quarter-
back seriously.

Darnold was forever 
burned in our memories 
back in 2019 when the for-
mer No. 3 pick overall by 
the New York Jets in 2018 
uttered those fateful words 
in a Monday Night beat-
down by the Patriots that 
he was “seeing ghosts” from 
the pocket.

That game in Week 7 of 
his second pro season, for all 
intents and purposes, ended 
his tenure with the Jets and 
nearly ended his career 
before he even started.

Now in his fifth pro sea-
son, it remains a chore to 
respect Darnold, despite the 
fact that he is now 30-7 as 
a starter over the last two 
years.

Darnold has the opportu-
nity to silence any doubters 
—  from Taunton to Tacoma 
— by winning the game’s 
ultimate prize on Super 
Sunday.

But can he handle the 
heat?

One year ago, in his first 
career playoff start, Darnold 
took nine sacks in a hum-
bling home playoff loss for 
the 14-3 Vikings against the 
Rams.

One week ago, he ended 
the Rams’ season with a 
four TD pass effort in the 
NFC title game. Total vin-
dication is within Darnold’s 
reach.

New Englanders are 

banking that they have a 
pulse on who the real Sam 
Darnold is, was and always 
will be – that is the one “see-
ing ghosts.”

Is Maye 
‘slump’ 
real?

There is no sugar-coat-
ing it.

Drake Maye’s statistical 
dropoff in the playoffs bor-
ders on alarming.

Be it the 56% comple-
tion rate, the 6.9 yards per 
attempt, or as simple as 
points produced per game 
in the playoffs (15.7), Maye’s 
struggles leap of the stat 
sheet.

Is it the better defenses 
faced? His beleaguered 
offensive line simply giving 
way (15 playoff sacks)? The 
rugged weather? The higher 
stakes? A tender right 
(throwing) shoulder?

Probably some combina-
tion of them all.

But both analytically and 
visually, Maye showed too 
much during a regular sea-
son in which he made a 
rock-solid case for NFL 
MVP to think that he sud-
denly can’t throw the foot-
ball with the best of them.

Super Sunday offers the 
second-year man out of 
North Carolina a fair chance 

to lay claim to his spot 
among the NFL’s elite. He 
can overcome the multiple 
missed throws in Denver 
during the AFC title game.

On the game’s grandest 
stage, Maye can do what 
LA’s Matt Stafford and San 
Francisco’s Brock Purdy in 
previous weeks couldn’t do 
– that is, beat the Seahawks.

How do 
Pats cover 
JSN?

With complementary 
pieces like an aged Cooper 
Kupp, special teams ace Jake 
Bobo and former New Orle-
ans Saint Rashid Shaheed, 
every team approaches Seat-
tle with a familiar plan: 
Don’t let Jaxon Smith-Njigba 
beat us.

All have tried. Nearly all 
have failed, with JSN put-
ting up an NFL-best 1,749 
receiving yards and 10 
touchdowns in the regu-
lar season followed by 13 
catches, 172 yards and two 
TDs in the two playoff wins.

How will the Patriots go 
about it?

Christian Gonzalez, New 
England’s top cover guy, has 
shown cracks in his armor. 
A one-on-one, all-over-
the-field matchup might be 
Super suicide for the New 
England defense.

Expect the Pats to mud-
dle things up for JSN with a 
strategy like Bill Belichick 
used against the Rams all 
the way back in Super Bowl 
XXXVI.

Vrabel was on the field 
that day, watching Ty Law 
step into Torry Holt’s grill 
and attempt to manhandle 
the future Hall of Famer.

Holt was held to 49 yards 
in 12 targets that day. Can 
Gonzalez pull it off? Will 
he be asked to go it alone? 
That’s unlikely.

The Patriots will feature 
two deep safeties most of the 
day with one tasked with 
staying on top of JSN, just in 
case the tight Gonzalez cov-
erage is beaten.

Does 
Pats or 
Seahawks 

rush defense 
break?

The physicality of each 
team’s offensive line has 
been a strength in the run 
game.

Since the bye week in 
early December, Rhamondre 
Stevenson has averaged 5.9 
yards a carry on the ground.

Buffalo’s James Cook led 
the NFL at 5.2 yards per try 
this past season.

Stevenson’s late numbers 

have come against monster 
fronts, including Houston 
and Denver.

Meanwhile, the Seahawks 
counter with one of the best-
kept secrets in football, Ken-
neth Walker III.

A two-time 1,000-yard 
rusher in four seasons, 
Walker ripped the heart out 
of San Francisco with 119 
yards and three TDs in the 
Seahawks’ playoff opener.

Each back will test the 
opposition’s will. Both 
fronts have been stout, espe-
cially in the playoffs.

New England rendered RJ 
Harvey an after-thought in 
Denver. Both the Texans and 
Chargers were forced into 
one-dimensional offenses.

Seattle smothered San 
Francisco’s Christian 
McCaffrey (11 carries, 35 
yards) and never allowed 
the Rams’ Kyren Williams 
(10-39) to get on track.

The team that runs the 
football successfully on 
Super Sunday holds a 
humongous advantage.

Are 
Seahawks 
more 

battled tested?
With Patrick Mahomes 

finally showing himself as a 
mere mortal in Kansas City, 
Bufffalo’s Josh Allen com-
ing up short again, and Joe 
Burrow continuing to run 
for his life in Cincinnati, the 
AFC became the lesser of 
two conferences in 2025.

The NFC held the power, 
at least according to the 
experts, a factor that should 
bode well for the Seahawks, 
who earned the top seed 
in the conference at 14-3, 
despite playing in a divi-
sion with three 12-plus win 
teams.

Those teams – Seattle 
(5-0), San Francisco (3-2) 
and the LA Rams (5-0) – 
went 13-2 against the AFC.

The Seahawks had to go 
through those two West 
rivals in the playoffs in the 
playoffs to get here, while 
New England feasted on a 
depleted Chargers’ team, 
the Texans without their 
two best offensive players 
and the Broncos with Jar-
rett Stidham behind center.

But while the edge in com-
petition faced absolutely has 
to favor Seattle, keep this one 
statistic in mind:

New England went 
5-0 against the NFC this 
year. So, don’t expect the 
Patriots to be the least bit 
intimidated.

Five key factors to watch

GODOFREDO A. VÁSQUEZ/AP photo
Seattle Seahawks quarterback Sam Darnold (14) runs for 
yardage against the San Francisco 49ers.

Houston 
Texans 
defensive end 
Will Anderson 
Jr. (51) sacks 
and forces 
New England 
Patriots 
quarterback 
Drake Maye 
to fumble. 
The Texans 
recovered the 
ball.
ROBERT F. 
BUKATY/AP photo
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Some wins happen on Sunday.
Others happen every day.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
Equal Housing Lender | NMLS# 1630813

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 4.00% as of 2/6/2026. Balances up to and including $15,000.00 will earn an APY of 4.00%,
balances in excess of $15,000.00 will earn an APY of 4.00% to 0.01%. If you do not meet the eligibility requirements during the
statement cycle, the rate paid on your account on the entire balance will be 0.01% with an APY of 0.01%. Minimum balance to open the
account is $10.00. To be eligible for the interest rates and APYs, and receive up to $20 reimbursement for foreign ATM fees, you must
meet the following requirements during the statement cycle: enrollment in online banking and eStatements, a direct deposit of $100.00
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Earn on balances up to $15,0004.00 1
%
APY

A win you don’t have to wait for.
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ALL OF OUR
SERVICES

THE PROOF IS IN THE ROOF!

$500
OFF

WHEN YOU REPLACE 10
WINDOWS OR MORE

Must present this coupon. Code: ET0226. Call for details.
Some restrictions apply. VALID UNTIL 3/27/26.

BEST
OF
2025

2021

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS • DOORS • FRAMING • COMPOSITE DECKING
VINYL ALUMINUM RAILING • KITCHEN/BATHROOM REMODEL • INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
DRYWALL/CEILINGS • FLOORING • GUTTERS FINANCING AVAILABLE!

30+
Years

QUAL I T Y
RO O F I N G S I D I N G W I N D OWS

VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM AT

QUAL I T Y
ROO F I N G S I D I N G W I N DOWS

GOD BLESS

131 ROCKINGHAM ROAD, DERRY NH • 603.818.4075 • SNHQUALITYROOFING.COM

THANK YOU FOR
VOTING US ONE OF
THE BEST ROOFING

COMPANIES +
WINDOW & DOOR
REPLACEMENTS!

$1,000
OFF

ANY FULL ROOF OR
SIDING PROJECT

Must present this coupon. Code: ET0226. Call for details.
Some restrictions apply. VALID UNTIL 3/27/26.

ON ANY FULL
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

WHEN MENTIONING PROMO CODE
Must present this coupon. Code: ET0226. Call for details.

Some restrictions apply. VALID UNTIL 3/27/26.

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

$250
ET0226

GO
PATS!



O’Brien: Vrabel’s humor is also elite
Boston College football coach Bill O’Brien 

said one of Mike Vrabel’s best attributes, 
outside of coaching, is “busting people’s 
chops.” O’Brien was head coach with the 
Houston Texans, having spent four years with 
Vrabel has a linebackers coach and defensive 
coordinator.

“Mike is very funny, every day,” said O’Brien. 
“He knows how to push everybody’s buttons.”

O’Brien recalled when his two older broth-
ers John and Tom went to the Texans game in 
Green Bay in 2016. O’Brien invited them to a 
staff meeting the night before the game.

“Mike walks in and I introduce him to 
them,” recalled O’Brien. “Mike said, ‘Your two 
brothers?’ He looked at their full heads of hair 
and looked at me. ‘What the hell happened 
to you? They look like the Kennedys. I don’t 
even know what you look like.’

“But Mike could take it, too,” said O’Brien. 
“And we gave it back, trust me.”

By Bill Burt
 » bburt@northofboston.com

Boston College football coach Bill O’Brien 
has special place in his heart for this Super 
Bowl in Santa Clara, Calif.

And while he spent six of 33 seasons in the 
sport working for the New England Patri-
ots, his favorite team growing up in Ando-
ver, this is bigger than the Patriots.

Three of best friends in the sport will be 
working on the Patriots sidelines:

Head coach Mike Vrabel, Offensive coor-
dinator Josh McDaniels and offensive line 
coach Doug Marrone.

And all have played huge roles, starting 
at the top with Coach Vrabel, who joined 
O’Brien’s Houston Texans staff when he 
took the job in 2014 as linebackers coach 
and defensive coordinator, lasting four sea-
sons there.

O’Brien and McDaniels were introduced 
in 2007 after O’Brien joined the Patriots 
staff as a low level offensive assistant under 
McDaniels before becoming his wide receiv-
ers coach in 2008.

As for Marrone, they go way back, to the 
mid-1990s at Georgia Tech, where they 
were together for five years as assistants for 
George O’Leary.

O’Brien said because of the trio he fol-
lowed the Patriots a lot more than he proba-
bly would have.

“I knew Mike (Vrabel) would be a great 
hire,” said O’Brien, while on a recruiting 
trip to Rhode Island last week. “He has a 
unique ability not many coaches have. He 
connects with everybody in the building. 
Obviously, he connects with players, guys 
from different backgrounds. But it’s every-
one; the cafeteria ladies; the people cleaning 
up; the security guards; the equipment guys; 
everybody.”

O’Brien was talking with a female bus 
driver who took their B.C. team to the air-
port this year, after having driving the Patri-
ots to the airport in Providence.

“She said Mike introduced himself to her 
and they chatted a bit. She said he was so 

‘My three Patriots pals’
Coach Bill O’Brien’s 
connection with 
coaches Vrabel, 
McDaniels, Marrone

AP PHOTOS
Boston College football coach Bill O’Brien has three of his best friends on the New England Patriots coaching staff.

Mike Vrabel, 
on right, was 
elevated to 
the Houston 
Texans 
defensive 
coordinator 
in 2017 by 
head coach 
Bill O’Brien.

GEORGE 
BRIDGES/ 
File photo

See PALS, Page 24
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By Hector Longo
 » sports@northofboston.com

FOXBOROUGH – On his 
way out the door from One 
Patriot Place, Bill Belichick 
endured lethal shots – from 
near and far – about the 
state of the New England 
Patriots.

The Patriots were tal-
ent-starved, and the region 
let Bill know he was to 
blame.

Somewhere out there, 
either on campus at Chapel 
Hill or maybe secluded 
in Nantucket, Belichick 
should demand an apology.

The Patriots are one win 
from the Super Bowl and 
“Bill’s Boys” — guys he 
drafted and helped develop 
in his final years with the 
Patriots – are playing major 
roles.

You can make the case 
that Belichick, in some 
twisted, convoluted, and 
yes, contrived the way got 
the Patriots here.

They certainly don’t beat 
the Texans on Sunday with-
out his guys.

Ten current Belichick 
draft picks don’t just 
remain on the roster. 
They’re feasting, and lead-
ing the franchise back to 
prominence.

Don’t believe it? Take a 
peek.

1. Christian Gonzalez, 
Round 1, 2023

The only Pro Bowler on 
the defense and the maybe 
the best all-around player 
on the football team.

Gonzalez, whom Beli-
chick backed up to No. 
17 in the draft to get him, 
delivered the sleeper 
biggest play of the game 
in the Divisional round 
playoff win over Houston, 
stripping running back 
Woody Marks of the foot-
ball when the Texans were 
headed in for the potential 

game-tying score in the 
third quarter.

He’s the guy the defense is 
built around.

2. Mike Onwenu, 
Round 6, 2020

There is one, proven rock 
on the New England line, it’s 
Onwenu at right guard.

The Patriots are a right-
handed running team, and 
“Big Mike” – a steal of a pick 
with 90 career starts – is the 
major reason why.

He has played 99 percent 
of the offensive snaps this 
season and has committed 
one false start and one hold-
ing penalty.

3. Rhamondre 
Stevenson, 
Round 4, 2021

He’s been the closer, one 
of the game’s best running 
backs over the past seven 
weeks. Since Dec. 1, Steven-
son has averaged 6.7 yards 
per carry (67 rushes, 442 
yards).

More importantly, as he 
proved on the six-minute, 
game-icing drive in the 
fourth quarter, he dom-
inated the game’s best 
defense.

4. Marcus Jones, 
Round 3, 2022

No Patriot has delivered 
more big plays on defense or 
special teams this season.

The hidden gem in an 
otherwise gross 2022 draft 
that included busts like Cole 
Strange, Tyquan Thornton 
and Jack Jones.

Owns a first-team All-Pro 
and a second-team All-Pro 
nod as a returner. Has two 
punt return TDs this year 
to go with two interception 
return touchdowns, includ-
ing last week’s back-breaker 
against the Texans.

Belichick’s Boys
Patriots just don’t get here 
without Bill’s 10 draft survivors

JAIME CAMPOS
After more than 20 years of contending for championships, Bill Belichick’s final year with the Patriots saw the team 
fall to 4-13. His winning legacy continues, however, with 10 of his draft picks playing key roles on this year’s team.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Christian Gonzalez smiles standing next to the NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell after he was drafted by the 
Patriots in the first round of the 2023 draft.

DAVID LE/Eagle Tribune file photo
New England running back  Rhamondre Stevenson (38) 
celebrates with teammate Marcus Jones (25) have both 
come up with big plays during the regular season and 
playoffs.

Six More Belichick Survivors
Hunter Henry: One of the 
better unsung Belichick 
free-agent pickups ever. 
Has been a solid contributor 
and the third-down security 
blanket Bill envisioned for 
Mac Jones. Instead, he’s 
done it for Drake Maye.
Jahlani Tavai: Another 

Belichick scrap-head guy, 
coming over in 2021. Has 
carved out a nice career 
here, still contributing as a 
situational linebacker.
Brenden Schooler: Signed as 
an undrafted free agent out 
of college, he’s grown into 
a first-team All-Pro special 

teamer.
Christian Elliss: Even 
Belichick couldn’t have 
imagined him playing reg-
ular snaps at linebacker on 
defense when he brought 
him here from Philly to play 
special teams in 2023.
Vederian Lowe: Brought him 

in to fill the void at tackle 
in 2023. As the song goes, 
“started from the bottom, 
now we’re here.” and that’s a 
good thing for Lowe, I guess.
Alex Austin: One of Bill’s 
last pickups, deep in the 
2023 season. He’s a reserve 
defensive back.See BELICHICK, Page 13
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5. Kayshon Boutte, 
Round 6, 2023

Thought to be headed out of 
town at various times during the 

offseason during 
training camp, 
Boutte headlines 
a monster Round 
6, which has three 
different players 
on this list.

Second on the 
team to Hunter 
Henry with six TD 
grabs this year, he 
made the catch of 
the year, crushing 
Houston’s spirit 

with a one-handed gem to beat one 
of the game’s top corners, Derek 
Stingley Jr.

6. DeMario Douglas, 
Round 6, 2023

The second of the three Round 
6 steals from 2023, he set the tone 
with the first TD of the game for 
the Patriots, scorching the Texans 

defense on a fourth-and-one 
hookup from Drake Maye.

Yes, he disappears for stretches. 
Yes, his lack of size can be a detri-
ment, especially with the Patriots 

stressing the run game.
But Douglas’ explosiveness, 

a trait that’s been evident since 
he was drafted out of Liberty, 
has provided a handful of 

much-needed sparks in this amaz-
ing run.

7. Christian Barmore, 
Round 2, 2021

Fans may be going a bit over-
board in the past couple weeks 
with Barmore riding the coat-tails 
of his fellow defensive tackle Mil-
ton Williams. But the fact pre-
vails, he’s been a stout defender 
at the heart of what is suddenly a 
game-changing defense.

He started slow, returning from 
blood clot issues a year ago, but 
Barmore has played better of late.

His resurgence could not have 
been better-timed.

8. Anfernee Jennings, 
Round 3, 2020

Stop the giggling.
Jennings is another of the Beli-

chick holdovers that wasn’t sup-
posed to be here.

A funny thing happened on final 
cutdown day back in September. 
Jennings stuck with the club, and 
he’s been a regular contributor 
since.

He’s played on a third of the 
defensive snaps, playing 14 games 

and starting three. He’s also 
played on nearly half of the plays 
in the kicking game (45 percent).

9. Bryce Baringer, 
Round 6, 2023

The third of the Round 6 
gems, New England’s punter has 
endured a roller-coaster ride this 
season.

Averaging 47.4 yards per kick 
with a net of 40.6, he’s been 
rock-solid.

As the holder on place-kicks, 
he’s also helped nurture the 
rookie, Andy Borregales. Don’t 
overlook that either.

10. Marte Mapu, 
Round 3, 2023

The kid from Sacramento State 
is hanging tough.

Yes, this was a blatant over-draft 
by Belichick, one he’d likely admit 
to regretting.

Too slow for safety, too small for 
linebacker, Mapu has played only 
12 percent of the defensive snaps 
this year. He has, however, been a 
key special-teamer, allowing Mike 
Vrabel to keep him around for all 
the fun.

 » Belichick
Continued from Page 12

Kayshon 
Boutte, 
Patriots wide 
receiver

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Patriots wide receiver DeMario Douglas, seen here in early season 
action against the Raiders, has been on the receiving end of some 
memorable long touchdowns this season.
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Why buy new
when you can reupholster?

Reupholster

“Creating Beautiful Homes
One Room at a Time.”

SHADES & SHUTTERS • SLIPCOVERS • FABRICS

www.LandryHomeDecorating.com
FREE ESTIMATE • SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

Peabody
978-532-0907

Newburyport
978-465-8653

Visit our showroom:
53 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA

GO
PATS

Choice of 10% off all sheds and one car
garages (includes options) or 0% finaning
for 18 months. Sale Ends February 28, 2026.

Reserve withJust 10% down. Must take delivery
by 6/30/ 26.Cannot combine offers. See

website for details.

Delivery & Installation Included!

sale ends 02/28/2026

GO PATS!

Free On-Site Visit



2025 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS2025 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS

By Bill Burt
 » bburt@northofboston.com

Regular season

Game 1
Las Vegas 20,  
New England 13

It was by far the worst 
Patriots game of the season, 
all phases, as the Raiders, 
which ended the season with 
the worst record in the NFL, 
2-15, took it to then “new” 
New England Patriots.

While the Raiders had sta-
tistical edge — 389 yards to 
336 yards — everything else 
was even.

Raiders QB Geno Smith 
(24-34-1, 333 yards, 1 TD) 
was a little more efficient 
than his Patriots counter-
part, Drake Maye (30-46-1, 
276 yards, 1 TD).

Pats lost its 10-7 halftime 
lead in the third quarter, and 
a field with 19 seconds left 
made it the final score.

Key stat line: Linebacker 
Harold Landry had 2.5 sacks 
in his first game as a Patriot.

Game 2
New England 33, Miami 27

It was a wild road game 
in 80 degree weather that 
started with two Patriots 
TDs in the first quarter with 
rookie kicker Andy Bor-
regales missing both extra 
points.

With Dolphins leading 
20-15 in the third quarter 
the “wild” part started with 
the teams alternating TDs 
— Pats, Dolphins, Pats — 
the last two of which were a 
74-yard punt return by Dol-
phins and a 90 yard kickoff 
return by Patriot Antonio 
Gibson for a 30-27 lead.

Borregales redeemed him-
self in a big way hitting a 
53-yarder with 1:47 remain-
ing to key the 33-37 win.

Miami had won five 
straight in Fort Lauderdale 
before this big Pats win.

Key stat line: Maye was 19 
for 23, 230 yards, 2 TDs and 
one rushing TD.

Game 3
Pittsburgh 21,  
New England 14

The Patriots won the stat 
sheet, outgaining the Steel-
ers 368 to 203, but gave up 
five turnovers (four fum-
bles), two deep in the red 
zone, to blow another game 
at Gillette Stadium.

Maye was a little loose 
with the ball, throwing an 
interception in the end zone 
and being stripped of the 
ball on a sack.

The Steelers didn’t do 
much, but a big TD drive 
late in the fourth quarter 
sealed the game and another 
disappointing Patriots loss.

Key stat line: Patriots 
turned ball over five times 
versus only one for Steelers.

Game 4
New England 42, Carolina 14

Finally, a home win. After 
a miserable open to the 
game, another first drive 
score for the opposition, the 
Patriots took over, start-
ing off with an 87-yard punt 
return for a score to take an 
early 7-6 lead.

The rest was history. 
Drake Maye was his typical 
efficient self — 14 for 17, 203 
yards, 2 TDs — and two TDs 
and the three running backs 
combining for 98 yards (4.5 
yards per carry).

The Panthers were com-
ing off a 30-0 beat down of 
the Falcons in Atlanta, but 
they were never in this one 
after their first score.

It was also Christian Gon-
zalez’s return to action at 
cornerback.

Key stat line: Stefon Diggs 
had his first 100-yard game, 
37th of his career.

Game 5
New England 23, Buffalo 20

The biggest win of the 
year, going to Buffalo on 
a Sunday night national 
TV game, with Bills Mafia 
adorned in white.

The Patriots led 20-10 
early in the fourth quarter 
before the Josh Allen magic 
got going as the Bills scored 
a touchdown and field 
goal tie the game with 2:17 
remaining.

But Drake Maye put his 
cape on, almost pulled down 
for a sack before finding 
Diggs for a 12-yard gain on 
the first play. Another Maye 
pass to Boutte for 19 yards 
helped set up Andy Borre-
gales 52-yard kick with 20 
seconds remaining to fin-
ish off the Bills and their 
14-game home win streak.

Key stat line: Rhamondre 
Stevenson rebounds from 
Steelers game with two TD 
runs.

Game 6
New England 25,  
New Orleans 19

The Patriots were chal-
lenged by the Saints, having 
leads of 14-6 and 22-16.

The teams traded second 
half field goals to close out 
the scoring.

Drake Maye was the best 
player on the field, complet-
ing 18 of 26 passes for 261 
yards and 3 TDs, includ-
ing the longest TD pass of 
his career — 53 yards to Pop 
Douglas.

It wasn’t pretty, but it was 
another road win.

Key stat line: Kayshon 

Boutte’s first 2 TD game of 
his career.

Game 7
New England 31,  
Tennessee 13

For a half, it was a game, 
with Patriots leading 17-13, 
with backup tight end Aus-
tin Hooper making a high-
light reel catch, snatching 
a 3-yard pass in the back of 
the end zone.

The second half was all 
Patriots, led by the defense 
which allowed only 39 rush-
ing yards, picking off a pass 
and recovering a fumble.

A look back at a memorable 2025 season

JAIME CAMPOS
Patriots receiver Stefon Diggs (8) celebrates with teammates after a touchdown score 
during a game between the New England Patriots and the Atlanta Falcons at the 
Gillette Stadium in Foxborough on November 2. 

FRANK FRANKLIN/AP photo
Drake Maye passes against the New York Jets during the 
first half of an NFL game Dec. 28 in East Rutherford, N.J.

See SEASON, Page 15
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Rhamondre Stevenson 
rushed for 88 yards with a 
TD.

Key stat line: Mr. Efficient, 
Drake Maye, was 20 for 24, 
222 yards and 2 TDs.

Game 8
New England 32,  
Cleveland 12

While the Browns led 7-3 
early into the second quar-
ter, the Patriots ran off 23 
straight points, scoring on 
five of six drives to disman-
tle the struggling Browns.

Hunter Henry, Stefon 
Diggs and Kayshon Boutte 
had second half touchdown 
receptions.

Drake Maye’s streak of 
high-level games continued 
completing 18 of 24 passes 
for 282 yards and 3 TDs to 
go with 50 yards rushing.

Key stat line: Maye had his 
seventh straight game of 
100-plus QB rating.

Game 9
New England 24, Atlanta 23

One of the ugliest wins of 
this run, the Patriots seem-
ingly had control of the 
game, 24-14, heading into 
the fourth quarter.

But the Falcons got a field 
goal and late touchdown, 
missing the 2-point conver-
sion to go for the lead.

The Patriots were able to 
run out the clock in the final 
minute with Drake Maye 
connecting with Hunter 
Henry for a 19-yard gain to 
clinch it.

Key stat line: Pop Douglas 
has first 100-yard receiving 
game of his career.

Game 10
New England 28,  
Tampa Bay 23

This game was circled 
in August as a tough one 
against Baker Mayfield & 
Co.

Running back TreVeyon 
Henderson’s breakout game 
with TD runs of 55 and 69 
yards were key plays. It was 
also a breakout game for 
rookie wideout Kyle Wil-
liams who took a short pass 
over the middle and went 72 
yards for the score.

The Patriots never trailed 
from midway through the 
second quarter, but had to 
make plays throughout to 
win it.

Key stat line: Patriots fin-
ished four-game sweep of 
NFC South.

Game 11
New England 27, N.Y. Jets 13

On short rest for this 
Thursday night tilt, the 
Patriots took a 21-7 lead 
early in the third quarter, all 
TreVeyon Henderson touch-
down runs with Rhamondre 
Stevenson out.

The Patriot pretty much 
dominated the game 
out-gaining the Jets 336 to 
245, forcing one fumble on 
defense.

Key stat line: Pats, at 9-2, 
are guaranteed their first 
winning season since 2021.

Game 12
New England 26,  
Cincinnati 20

The lowly Bengals made 
the Patriots work for this 
one jumping to a 10-0 leader 
after a 32-yard interception 
return for a TD.

The Patriots ran off 17 
straight points, which the 
key play being a 33-yard 
pick-6 for Marcus Jones, the 
second of his career.

The Patriots gained a sea-
son-high 392 yards, holding 
off a drive in the final two 
minutes at the Pats’ 26 to 
preserve the win.

Key stat line: Hunter Hen-
ry’s third 100-yard game 
receiving of his career.

Game 13
New England 33,  
N.Y. Giants 15

The Monday night tilt was 
a special one for the Patriots 
defense and Drake Maye.

The Patriots jumped out 
to a 17-0 lead in the first 
quarter and then added 13 
more points after the Giants 
second quarter TD, leading 
30-7 at the half.

The second half was a 
wash but two big fumbles. 
Christian Elliss, who forced 
one of those on big spe-
cial teams hit, also had the 
play of the game croaking 
Giants QB Jaxon Dart on the 
sidelines.

Key stat line: Marcus Jones 
94-yard punt return for TD 
officially qualified him with 
highest punt return average 
in NFL history.

Game 14
Buffalo 35, New England 31

This game was a tale of 
two halves. The Patriots 
played their best half of the 
year in the first half and 
worst half of the year in the 
second half.

Jumping out to a 21-0 lead 
and 24-7 at the half, the 
Bills and Josh Allen took 
over the game in the final 30 
minutes.

The Bills scored three 
straight second half TDs 
before TreVeyon Hender-
son’s 65-yard run got the 
Patriots back in front.

But the Bills methodi-
cally rebounded with the 
go-ahead score on a James 
Cook 14-yard TD run.

The Patriots had two more 
shots, but both drives ended 
without a first down and the 
Bills ran out the clock con-
verting a 3rd-and-2 with 1:29 
left in the game.

Key stat line: Pats run-
ning backs rushed for sea-
son-high 246 yards in loss.

Game 15
New England 28,  
Baltimore 24

The second game against 
the expected AFC behe-
moths was another 
barn-burner.

While the Ravens took 
early control of the game 
thanks to some dominating 
runs by Derrick Henry, a 
big Henry fumble, forced by 
safety Jaylinn Hawkins got 
the Patriots back in it.

And then Lamar Jack-
son left the game early in 
the second quarter with a 
bruised back helping the 
cause.

But the Ravens, with 
backup Tyler Huntley, doing 
a yoeman’s work, the Ravens 
took a 24-13 lead early in the 
fourth quarter.

A huge 37-yard TD pass 
from Drake Maye and great 
catch by Kyle Williams 
sparked the comeback.

Rhamondre Stevenson 
finished off another late 
fourth quarter drive with a 
21-yard TD run to give the 
Patriots a 28-24 lead.

On the Ravens final 
drive, linebacker K’Lavon 
Chaisson forced a fumble 
from Ravens star receiver 
Zay Flowers to finish the 
comeback.

Key stat line: Drake Maye 
— 31-44, 380 yards, 2 TDs — 
has first 300-yard game of 
his career.

Game 16
New England 42, N.Y. Jets 10

There aren’t many box-
to-wire games in the NFL, 
maybe a dozen for the entire 
league. Well, this was one of 
them.

The Patriots did every-
thing with abandon — 
offense, defense and special 
teams.

It was another Drake 
Maye special, completing 
19 of 21 passes for 256 yards 
and career-high five TD 
passes in just 2.5 quarters.

Stefon Diggs hot streak 
continued with his fifth 100-
yard receiving game.

Key stat line: Hunter 
Henry sets new single-sea-
son career high in receiving 
yards.

Game 17
New England 38, Miami 10

The Patriots, facing a 
rookie quarterback Quinn 
Ewers, were big favorites 
and needed about 30 min-
utes to put the Dolphins 
away and clinch the No. 2 
seed in the AFC.

Trying to inject the run-
ning game to higher level 
with the playoffs a week 
away, the Patriots did just 
that against the Dolphins, 
rushing for 243 yards, 
including Rhamondre Ste-
venson’s 131 yards on just 
seven carries. Stevenson 
also continued prop up his 
receiving hot streak with 22 
yards and a TD.

The Patriots defense 
recovered from a so-so first 
half by shutting down the 
Dolphins cold in the second 
half.

One of the key plays of 
the game was rookie kicker 
Andy Borregales booting his 
career-long 59-yarder as the 
first half expired.

Key stat line: Pats running 
backs scored all five of the 
Patriots TDs.

Playoffs

Wild Card round
New England 16,  
L.A. Chargers 3

The Patriots defense 
started its postseason of 

2025 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS2025 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
New England Patriots Milton Williams puts pressure on Raiders quarterback Geno 
Smith during a NFL game against the Las Vegas Raiders at Gillette Stadium.

 » Season
Continued from Page 14

See SEASON, Page 18
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he Cherry Street
Fish Market

Since 1983

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET

26 Hobart St., Danvers • 978-777-3449

www.cherrystfishmarket.com

Now Celebrating 43 Years!

Hours: Closed Mon., Tues.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. & Sun. 10-5

GO PATS!

Salmon • Tuna • Halibut • Scallops • Cocktail
Shrimp • Chowders • Swordfish • Steamers
• Oysters • Haddock • Salmon-Burgers

Th
F

Call for orders starting Tuesday, February 3rd.

• Lobster Pie • Baked Stuffed Lobsters
• Lobster Rolls (Jumbo Rolls Available)
• Lobster Mac & Cheese (2 Sizes)
• Shrimp Scampi (2 Sizes)

• Shrimp Platters
• Scallops & Bacon

Don’t Forget
Valentine’s Day
February 14th

THE BIG
GAME

Hicks
LANDSCAPING

Property Maintenance · Walkways & Patios · Stone Walls · Mulch

978-204-9105

ONE MORE TIME!!
Good Luck Pats!

LX LX
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https://link.thezonegym.com/join
For questions call 603-704-4319

NOW IN PLAISTOW!
95A Plaistow Road, Next to Storage Locker

Founders Rate available while spots last

THE ZONE GAME PLAN
❏ Scan to start today!
❏ Turf training zone
❏ Group training & personalcoaching
❏ Locally owned. Coach-led.Results-driven.

BUILT FOR PATS FANS.
Offseason Starts Now.

JOIN THE ZONE
TRAIN SMARTER.

START NOW.

Scan to
start today!

YOUR
LOCAL
McDONALD’S:
660 Chickering Road, North Andover, MA
155 Newburyport Turnpike, Rowley, MA
150 Canal Street, Salem, MA
210 Andover St., North Shore Mall, Peabody, MA
40 Enon Street, Beverly, MA
77 Hight Street, Danvers, MA
50 Maplewood Avenue, Gloucester, MA
567 Lynnway, Lynn, MA (Opening soon!)
781 Lynnway - Walmart, Lynn, MA

Get Your Faves Faster

Go Pats!

ken@adamsimagingsystems.com

Celebrating Our 42ndYear!

Kyocera Technology

978.462.9206

COPIER RENTAL
SUPPLIES
ONSITE SERVICE
POS SYSTEMS






Let Us Help You with Air Quality
in your Home or Office!
FREE DELIVERY

& SET-UP
20% DISCOUNT PRICING AVAILABLE

Special Pricing for Veterans and Seniors
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STEVEN SENNE/AP photo 
Patriots wide receiver Kayshon Boutte (9) catches a touchdown pass against the Texans cornerback 
during their divisional playoff game Jan. 18.

dominance allowing only 30 yards 
rushing while forcing one of the 
game’s top pocket passers, Justin 
Herbert, into a runner (57 yards). 
Drake Maye ran a lot, too, for 66 
yards. Kicker Andy Borregales 
led the Patriots with three field 
goals in the 30-degree day in Fox-
borough. Maye was solid, 17 for 
29, 268 yards, including a 28-yard 
clinching TD to Hunter Henry.

Key stat line: Chargers only had 
one play of 20 yards.

Divisional round
New England 28, Houston 16

The Patriots defense stole the 
show. Again. This time forcing 
four first half interceptions on 
Texans QB C.J. Stroud, including 
a 26-yard TD return by Pats CB 
Marcus Jones while Drake Maye 
threw two perfect strikes to DeMa-
rio Douglas and Stefon Diggs. And 
then Maye put the game away with 

a 32-yard pass to Kayshon Boutte.
Key stat line: Pats CB Carlton 

Davis had two interceptions and 
two other passes defended.

AFC Championship
New England 10, Denver 7

First it was defense. Then it was 
decision to go for in on fourth 
down deep in Patriots territory. 
And then it was snow. The Patriots 
offense was stale with Drake Maye 
having his worst statistical game 
of the season — 10-for-21, 86 yards 
— but he ran for six first downs, 
the Patriots only touchdown, and 
had the key play on the eventual 
game-winning field goal, connect-
ing on a flea flicker to Mack Hol-
lins. Maye’s “secret” run around 
the left side on 3rd-and-6 clinched 
it. The Patriots defense did the 
rest. Christian Gonzalez had his 
first interception this season.

Key stat: Denver had two turn-
overs and a failed fourth down 
conversion vs. none for the 
Patriots.

 » Season
Continued from Page 15
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OMNI Security Team

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Put Your Trust in Our Family to Protect Your Family

Big enough to
serve you

Small enough to
know you

Fire & Access
Systems and Video

Surveillance

Residential &
Commercial Security

978-465-5000 | 1-800-698-1800
www.securityteam.com MA Lic. 444C

GO PATS!

* Thursdays only. Expires 11/30/25. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Go Pats!

* Thursdays only. Expires 3/31/26. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

ITALIAN SPECIALTIES • PIZZA • CATERING FUNCTIONS • HOLIDAY PARTIES

ROUTE 1 SOUTH, DANVERS, MA 01923 • 978.7740707
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By Andrew Destin
 » Associated Press

John Schneider was hired a little 
over 16 years ago as general man-
ager of the Seattle Seahawks, a job 
he has held since.

Schneider added the title of 
president of football operations in 
2024. But when asked Thursday 
if he could have imagined being in 
charge of the Seahawks’ personnel 
for that long, the 54-year-old had a 
simple answer: “No.”

“It’s a total blessing,” Schneider 
said Thursday. “I read this really 
cool article the other day about 
culture as an artifact of relation-
ships. Is it that hard to just treat 
people the right way, work your 
(butt) off and do it the way you 
want to do it?”

With the Seahawks preparing 
to face the New England Patriots 
in the Super Bowl, it’s clear that 
Schneider’s approach was suc-
cessful this season. His shrewd 
moves in free agency and the NFL 
draft helped the Seahawks build a 
deep, talented roster that won 14 
games in the regular season and 
two home playoff games as the 
NFC’s top seed.

Schneider brought in quarter-
back Sam Darnold on a three-year, 
$100.5 million contract while also 
signing veteran defensive end 
DeMarcus Lawrence and wide 
receiver Cooper Kupp, among 
others.

Darnold made his second 
straight Pro Bowl and stabilized 
the most important position on the 
field. Lawrence, in his 12th season, 
had 11 tackles for loss, six sacks 
and returned two fumbles for 
touchdowns.

“When you’re bringing people 
into your building, especially in 
free agency, you want to make sure 
that the quality of the person, do 
we know exactly what we’re get-
ting?” Schneider said. “So we had 
a great background with those 
guys, the character, the person, the 
work ethic, love of the game, the 
grit, all the things you’ve heard for 
years and years.”

The Seahawks have also bene-
fited from a bold move Schneider 
made four years ago.

In March of 2022, Schneider 
traded quarterback Russell Wil-
son to Denver for a package of 
draft picks and players. Schneider 
used those picks to select All-Pro 
cornerback Devon Witherspoon, 
left tackle Charles Cross and a pair 
of edge rushers, Boye Mafe and 
Derick Hall.

If that wasn’t enough, Schnei-
der has a strong record with first-
round draft picks in recent years.

This year’s first-round pick, left 
guard Grey Zabel, upgraded the 
offensive line. Defensive tackle 
Byron Murphy II, taken in the 
first round in 2024, had seven 
sacks.

In 2023, when he also took 
Witherspoon, Schneider drafted 
Jaxon Smith-Njigba, who blos-
somed into the NFL’s leader in 
yards receiving this season.

“Man, Spoon is a heartbeat guy, 

the whole building feels him,” 
Schneider said. “They’re just 
these completely different per-
sonalities, but in their own right. 
Everybody just totally respects 
Jax, the way he handles himself. 
It was amazing to have two guys 
that we thought were top five to 
seven players in that draft.”

Seattle has one of the young-
est rosters in the NFL, but at the 
moment, Schneider isn’t focused 
on the future beyond Feb. 8 in 
Santa Clara, California, when his 
team will meet the Patriots with 
the Lombardi Trophy on the line.

It’s a rematch of the Super Bowl 
11 years ago, when Schneider’s 
Seahawks fell agonizingly short of 
repeating as champions — by los-
ing to New England.

“Tried not to think about that 
too much,” Schneider said. “That 
was an amazing game, though. 
But no, it really doesn’t (matter). 
It’s, OK, what’s the next team 
we’re playing?”

Like Patriots, shrewd moves in free agency and 
NFL draft help build Seahawks’ Super Bowl roster

Seattle 
Seahawks 
general 
manager John 
Schneider, 
center, speaks 
during a news 
conference 
at the NFL 
team’s 
facilities in 
Seattle on 
Jan. 29.
JOHN 
FROSCHAUER/ 
AP photos

Regular Season
WK .....  OPPONENT .............. RESULT
1 .......... vs San Francisco .......  L17-13
2 ......... @ Pittsburgh ..........  W31-17
3 ......... vs New Orleans ..... W44-13
4 ......... @ Arizona ..............  W23-20
5 ......... vs Tampa Bay ..........  L38-35
6 ......... @ Jacksonville ....... W20-12
7 ......... vs Houston .............  W27-19
8..........Bye
9 ......... @ Washington ...... W38-14
10 ....... vs Arizona ..............  W44-22
11 ........ @ Los Angeles .........  L21-19
12 ........ @ Tennessee .........  W30-24
13 ........ vs Minnesota .......... W26-0
14 ........ @ Atlanta ................. W37-9
15 ........ vs Indianapolis ......  W18-16
16 ........ vs Los Angeles . W38-37 OT
17 ........ @ Carolina ..............  W27-10
18 ........ @ San Francisco ......  W13-3
Postseason
DIV ..... vs San Francisco ...... W41-6
CONF . vs Los Angeles .......  W31-27

Seattle Seahawks  
2025 schedule
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KELLYAUTO.COM

275 Broadway
(Rte. 1N)

Lynnfield, MA 01940

781.598.1234

95 Cedar St
(Jct. 128 & I-93)

Woburn, MA 01801

781.835.3500

353 Broadway
(Rte. 1N)

Lynnfield, MA 01940

781.581.6000

540 Lynnway
(Rte. 1A)

Lynn, MA 01905

781.595.5252

72 Andover St
(Rte. 114)

Danvers, MA 01923

978.774.8000

155 Andover St
(Rte. 114)

Danvers, MA 01923

978.774.1000

1965 2025



Viewer - Patriots https://patriots.1rmg.com/season/2025/postseason/super-bowl-lx/game-r...

1 of 1 1/30/2026, 10:36 AM

Milton Williams 
(97), a top Patriots 
free agent signing 
for 2025, has 
anchored the 
team’s defensive 
line in their 
playoff run.

AP

TIM JEAN/Staff photo JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo

First-round pick 
Will Campbell (66) 
and second-round 
pick TreVeyon 
Henderson (32) 
lead a highly 
productive 2025 
draft class.

How the Patriots roster was built
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Mon.-Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-1pm (Breakfast Only)
$5.00 OFF any purchase of $45.00 or more. (exp. 3/31/26)

Eat-In & Takeout

GO PATS!

Order Online - Doordash delivery
www.newbrothersdanvers.com
31 MAPLE STREET, DANVERS

978-750-0100

OUR BENEFITS

Seamless wall for
a watertight fit

Virtually
maintenance free

One day
installations‡

®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Save 10% up to $750. Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub, wall and faucet kit.
One offer per customer. May not be combined with any other offer. Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Previous orders and estimates
excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. †Lifetime Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manufactured acrylic products. See Warranty terms at Bathfitter.com/
warranty. Offer expires 02/28/2026. ‡Most Bath Fitter installations are completed in one day. Some exceptions apply. See location for full details. MA Lic.
9654

A BETTER
bath remodel
Time to change your
bath from a “before” to an
“after”? Our unique tub
over tub process means
a beautiful tub with a
watertight fit.We install it

in just a day, and it’s guaranteed for
life. Join over 2 million happy customers
who know: It Just Fits.

BEFORE
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nice,” said O’Brien.
Vrabel’s ability to teach tech-

nical aspects on the offensive 
and defensive line, as a former 
elite player, is off the charts.

“As a coach he gets in the 
trenches with the linemen 
especially. I remember with 
the Texans he broke out the 
padded vest and brought it 
to practice every day,” said 
O’Brien. “He’s a very physi-
cal teacher. I honestly believe 
he could give you five or six 
plays. I think his year in 
Cleveland last year, working 
with offensive linemen, really 
helped him a lot, too.”

O’Brien sees McDaniels in a 
similar light, but more as one 
of the brightest minds in the 
sport.

“I’ve seen Josh up close. He 
is an amazing teacher,” said 
O’Brien. “His ability to boil 
things down, things you think 
are complicated, so player can 
play fast. Josh is so prepared 
to the point where he’ll say, 
‘When I call a play one or two 

things will happen. If it blows 
up, then there is a third thing.’ 
You can see how he has made 
the game slow down for Drake 
Maye. I believe a big part of 
Drake’s poise and confidence 
comes from Josh.”

Last but definitely not least 
is Marrone, who has worked 
wonders taking over what was 
deemed the worst offensive 
line in the NFL last year.

Their connection goes 
beyond their work together at 
Georgia Tech (1996-2000) and 
later Alabama (2021-22).

Marrone and his then girl-
friend Helen (now his wife) 
introduced O’Brien to Hel-
en’s college former roommate 
at Boston College, Colleen. 
They were both in each other’s 
weddings.

“Doug’s my best friend,” 
said O’Brien. “He brings a 
ton of experience. He played 
for Al Davis and Don Shula. 
He’s been an offensive line 
coach his whole career. He’s 
very technical in the way he 
teaches. To have two rookies 
on the left side and getting to 
a Super Bowl, is a tribute to 
Doug’s work.”

 » Pals
Continued from Page 11

JAIME CAMPOS
Patriots offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels 
during the first day of padded practice at Gillette 
Stadium in July. McDaniels is in his third stint with 
the Pats.

JOHN RAOUX
Former Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Marrone has 
spent several years coaching with former Andover resident 
Bill O’Brien.
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80 High St, Danvers, MA 01923
(978) 774-0040 • www.gmcdanvers.com

Lets go
Pats!
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Finding quality primary
care can be hard

Unlimited Visits and most labs for one low fee

Telemedicine access

Many Generic meds at wholesale prices

Use your HSA and FSA

Learn about all the benefits of Direct Primary Care

Call us to schedule
a Meet and Greet

Visit us online at AllCareMedical.org22 Main Street, Salem, NH 603.893.7905

We make it easy



Patriots Super Bowl History

Patriots players reach out to touch the Vince Lombardi Trophy after they beat the St. 
Louis Rams 20-17 to win Super Bowl XXXVI.

SUPER BOWL XX
Jan. 26, 1986, at New Orleans

BEARS 46, PATRIOTS 10
The Zero: Watching Tony 

Eason melt in an 0-for-6, 
three-sack performance will 
forever be etched into Pats 
history.

The Game-Breaker: Defen-
sive tackle William “Refriger-
ator” Perry plunges in from 
the 1 to score as many TDs as 
the Patriots on this day.

Place in History: New 
England’s amazing “wild 
card” run, during which 
they “Squished the Fish” in 
Miami, ends one win from 
immortality.

SUPER BOWL XXXI
Jan. 27, 1997, at New Orleans

PACKERS 35, PATRIOTS 21
The Zero: Bill Parcells, 

immortalized here for 
saving the franchise and 
keeping it in New England, 

is fitted for goat horns when, 
realizing he was not to coach 
the Pats again, he does not 
fly home with the team.

The Game-Breaker: Des-
mond Howard’s 99-yard 
kick return for a touchdown 
seals the Pats’ fate.

Place in History: The Par-
cells era ends but leaves 
New England football fans 
insatiably hungry for a 
championship.

SUPER BOWL XXXVI
Feb. 3, 2002, at New Orleans

PATRIOTS 20, RAMS 17
The Hero: Tom Brady is 

the game MVP after driving 
the Pats down the field in 
the final 90 seconds for the 
game-winning field goal.

The Game-Breaker: 
Adam Vinatieri boots the 
game-winning kick from 48 
yards as time expires.

Place in History: Bill 

Belichick delivers the first 
Lombardi Trophy in fran-
chise history.

SUPER BOWL XXXVIII
Feb. 1, 2004, at Houston

PATRIOTS 32, PANTHERS 29
The Hero: Tom Brady wins 

his second Super Bowl MVP 
trophy, and the accompany-
ing Cadillac, in three years.

The Game-Breaker: Auto-
matic Adam strikes again, 
this time knocking home 
the game-winning 41-yarder 
with four seconds to play.

Place in History: The 
foundation for a potential 
dynasty is now in place.

SUPER BOWL XXXIX
Feb. 6, 2005, at Jacksonville

PATRIOTS 24, EAGLES 21
The Hero: Receiver Deion 

Branch (11 catches, 133 

See HISTORY, Page 28
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INDEPENDENT
TIRE & AUTO, INC.

Experienced, reliable, and honest since 1999

20 OLD CLARK ROAD • NORTH ANDOVER
978-689-3900

WWW.INDEPENDENTTIREMA.COM
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

202320244
#1 Auto Repair

2024

GO
PATS

Closed for Winter Vacation Mon. Feb. 2nd

Re-opening Mon. Feb.16th.

CARPET ◆ TILE ◆ HARDWOOD ◆ LVT ◆ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

HASTINGS Floor Covering

919 Salem St. ♦ Groveland, MA
978-521-8848

www.hastingsfloor.com

FAMILY OWNED AND RUN SINCE 1976
Turning a house into a home

one room at a time
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Not Sure if What You Have is Valuable?

Stop into the Original & Authentic

WWW.CASHFORGOLDINC.COM

WE BUY:
GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM

DIAMONDS • JEWELRY
GOLD COINS

CELEBRATING

44 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

$25
EXTRA
PER TRANSACTION

With this coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

OPEN
MONDAY-SATURDAY

10AM-5PM
HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL!

TURN THAT
UNWANTED JEWELRY
INTO CASH TODAY!

$25
EXTRA
PER TRANSACTION

With this coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

$25
EXTRA
PER TRANSACTION

With this coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

EASY TO FIND ON ROUTE 28 ON THE SALEM-METHUEN LINE ACROSS FROM I-HOP RESTAURANT.
527 SOUTH BROADWAY, SALEM, NH

(603) 898-2580

GOLD IS GOING FOR AROUND
$5000 AN OUNCE- ACT NOW!

GO
PATS!

GO
PATS!



yards) ends Brady’s hold on 
the MVP trophy.

The Game-Breaker: Rodney 
Harrison ices it in the final 
minutes with his second inter-
ception of the game.

Place in History: Finishing 
with the trophy at 17-2, the best 
team in New England Patriots 
history rests its case.

SUPER BOWL XLII
Feb. 3, 2008, at Glendale, Arizona

GIANTS 17, PATRIOTS 14
The Zero: The offensive line 

swallows the blame collectively 
by giving up five sacks to a 
four-man rush.

The Game-Breaker: It was over 
when David Tyree wedged a 
fourth-down conversion catch 
against the top of his helmet.

Place in History: New 
England’s bid for a perfect sea-
son ends at 18-1.

SUPER BOWL XLVI
Feb. 5, 2012, at Indianapolis

GIANTS 21, PATRIOTS 17
The Zero: Is it Wes Welker or 

Tom Brady? Either way, if they 

connect on that fourth-quarter 
pass, this one is over.

The Game-Breaker: Ahmad 
Bradshaw puts the Giants 
ahead for good with the only 
score of the fourth quarter on a 
late 6-yard TD run.

Place in History: Suddenly the 
once-invincible Brady is 3-2 on 
the game’s biggest stage, with 
both losses coming to an ordi-
nary Eli Manning.

SUPER BOWL XLIX
Feb. 1, 2015, at Glendale, Arizona

PATRIOTS 28, SEAHAWKS 24
The Hero: Tom Brady won the 

MVP Award, his third. But the 
real hero was a rookie, backup 
defensive back Malcolm Butler, 
who intercepted the ball at the 
goal line to clinch the deal.

The Game-Breaker: The Patri-
ots trailed 24-14, but scored two 
fourth-quarter touchdowns, 
including the game-winner 
by Julian Edelman before the 
two-minute warning.

Place in History: The Patriots 
become one of only six fran-
chises with four Super Bowls. 
Brady and coach Bill Belichick 
are the second QB-coach 
combo with four rings.

SUPER BOWL LI
Feb. 5, 2017, at Houston

PATRIOTS 34, FALCONS 28 (OT)
The Hero: Tom Brady or 

James White — take your pick. 
Brady got hot at the right time, 
completing 12 of 16 passes in 

the fourth quarter and over-
time for 150 yards. White, like 
Brady, had been quiet before 
the comeback — the Pats 
trailed 28-3 late in the third Patriots strong safety Malcolm Butler (21) 

intercepts a pass intended for Seattle receiver 
Ricardo Lockette late in Super Bowl XLIX.

Mike Vrabel hauls in a 2-yard pass from Tom Brady for a 
touchdown against Philadelphia in Super Bowl XXXIX.

 » History
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41 John Ward Ave., Haverhill, MA
Burial & Cremation Planning

Main: 978-374-4191 | Sales: 978-965-2383 | linwoodcemeteryonline.com

MemoryWall at Linwood Cemetery

$3,07500 $3,70000

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice
Documentation & Transportation must be provided by a Licensed Funeral Director.

For One For Two

Cremation Package
Includes Cremation - Urn - (12 x12 x12) Niche & Inscription

GO
PATS!

Jen Hamilton

kw KELLERWILLIAMSREALTY

Bus: 978-475-2111
jennifer.bower9@comcast.net
jenhamilton.kw.com
138 River Road, Suite 107
Andover, MA 01810

508-954-7941
REALTOR

GO PATS!
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Owned and Operated by Tim & Jeremy Giard

(978) 689-8336
office@giard.plumbing

20232024

MA License# 10301 NH License# 4444

Is Your Heating System
Ready For Winter?

I Y H S
GOPATS!

$25.00 OFF COUPONONANY SERVICE CALL
** Limit 1 per customer, can not be used with any other discounts**.



quarter. White scored three 
touchdowns and added a 
two-point conversion, giv-
ing him 20 points, the most 
ever in a Super Bowl. Brady 
completed 43 of 62 passes for 
466 yards. White finished 29 
rushing yards, 14 receptions 
and 110 yards receiving.

The Game-Breaker: Julian 
Edelman’s incredible 
23-yard reception, on the 
eventual game-tying touch-
down drive, was battered 
and appeared to be an inter-
ception before he remark-
ably snatched the ball, in 
between two legs, just 2 
inches from the turf.

Place in History: Brady 
and Belichick were the only 
player and coach to combine 
for five Super Bowls together.

SUPER BOWL LII
Feb., 4, 2018 at  

Minneapolis, Minn.
EAGLES 41, PATRIOTS 33

The Zero: While this game 
will always be known as 
the “How-come-Malcolm-

Butler-didn’t-play?” game, 
it could also be known as 
the worst defensive per-
formance in Super Bowl 
history. The Eagles only 
punted once. And they 
moved the ball way too eas-
ily with a backup quarter-
back-turned-MVP in Nick 
Foles. The Patriots actually 
took the lead, 33-32, in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Game Breaker: The 
Eagles were equally inept 
on defense for 99 percent of 
the game. But there was one 
play with only 2:16 remain-
ing in the game that all but 
ended the Patriots’ and 
Brady’s comeback hopes 
when defensive lineman 
Brandon Graham strip-
sacked Brady and it was 
recovered by defensive end 
Derek Barnett. 

Place in history: It was 
another tough Super Bowl 
loss. Maybe it wasn’t as 
brutal as the dual losses to 
the Giants, but it was close. 
Brady appeared to be lead-
ing the Patriots to another 
championship, in the final 
minute, only to have it 
stripped away. Literally.

SUPER BOWL LIII
Feb. 3, 2019 at Atlanta
PATRIOTS 13, RAMS 3

Hero: While Julian 
Edelman had memorable 
moments in the Super 
Bowl wins over Seattle (9 
rec., 109 yards, 1 TD) and 
Atlanta (“The Catch”), his 
performance against the 
L.A. Rams, on a day both 
teams had trouble moving 
the ball and scoring points 
was epic. Edelman caught 
10 passes for 141 yards, 
copping the MVP Award.

The Game-Breaker: Tom 
Brady’s 29-yard pass to Rob 
Gronkowski, setting up the 
game’s only touchdown on 
the next play, a 2-yard run 
by Sony Michel, putting the 
Patriots ahead, for good, at 
10-3.

Place in history: The 13-3 
win validated Bill Beli-
chick’s defensive game 
plan against the offensive 
juggernaut Rams and their 
OC/HC Sean McVay. Also, 
Belichick, Brady and the 
Patriots won their sixth 
Super Bowl title, tying the 
Steelers with most for an 
organization.

 » History
Continued from Page 28

PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
Rob Gronkowski (87) reaches for a catch, setting up a Patriots touchdown in Super 
Bowl LIII.   
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163 Hampstead St., Methuen, MA 978-686-4075 or 978-686-2162
OPEN Monday-Saturday 8AM-5PM • We Are Closed On Sunday

www.raymondsturkeyfarm.com

Raymond’s Turkey Farm
CHOOSE YOUR SPREAD
FOR THE BIG GAME!
Turkey Pies and All The Sides

Turkey Meatballs
Turkey Chili

Fresh Turkeys and Turkey Breasts
Turkey Party Wings

Hand Sliced Turkey Breast
For Sandwiches

GO PATS!
DON’T FUMBLE YOUR HOME’S WORTH,
CALL ME TODAY FOR A TOUCHDOWN!

Big Island Real Estate is a full-service agency servicing
home buyers and sellers in Southern New Hampshire.

Founded in 1986 by Thom G. Gregsak, we have specialized in waterfront
and water access properties on all local ponds and lakes for over 40 years.

603-329-5903
www.bigislandre.com

bigislandre@concast.net

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary
1986-2026
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Famous Marinades
Sirloin Tips | Boneless Chicken
Boneless Pork | Wings & Thighs

Prepared Foods
Salads | Soups | Quiche

Dips | Desserts

Beer & Wine
A Great Selection of Beer &Wine
to Complement Our Food Items

New Seasoned Steaks
Seasoned with Montreal Seasoning

Available in All Cuts

DANVERS: 182 North Street, 978-777-3000 • NEWBURY: 2 Morgan Ave., 978-463-3001

Meats
Full Line of Packaged &
Custom-Cut Meats

Produce
Expanded Produce

Department

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT FAMILY OR COMPANY PARTY
Open 7 days a week: Sun.-Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.

ADD SOME FLAVOR
TO THE GAME!

w w w . d a n v e r s b u t c h e r y . c o m

GO PATS!!
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978-462-3106 • institutionforsavings.com

ates are available through February 11, 2026.

Open an account online 24/7 at institutionforsavings.com.

Ra

Go New England!

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 1/30/26. Term deposit rates and APYs are fixed for the duration of the term. Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the Annual Percentage Yield shown is
$500. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Account is available for personal and business accounts. Rates are subject to change. Deposits insured in full. Member FDIC Member DIF

Score BIG
With This Rate!

t il bl th h F b 11 2026R

16-MONTH or 23-MONTH CD

APY*4.00%
LIM

ITE
D

TIM
E O

FFE
R!


