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Wright County Economic Development Director Bryce Davis, left, answers a 
question Monday during a two-hour Board of Supervisors meeting discussing 
a proposed economic development agreement with Prestage Farms.
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 CLARION — The Wright 
County Board of Supervisors 
took an initial step Monday to 
approve an economic develop-
ment agreement with Prestage 
Farms.

About 80 people including 
multiple members of the Pre-
stage family attended the two-
hour public meeting in a full 
courtroom to discuss the pro-

posed development agreement, 
which the board supported 3-0.

On Monday, about 30 people 
spoke publicly. Two-thirds of 
the 17 Wright County speakers 
argued in favor of the project.

Six of eight speakers from bor-
dering counties spoke in favor of 
the plant. Four of five speakers 
from outside counties opposed 
construction.

Opponents expressed con-
cerns over wages, wastewater 
and environmental issues.

“Why aren’t we calling the 
shots here?” said Wright County 
resident Kristi Frohling. “Pre-
stage is desperate to locate in 
Iowa, anywhere that will put up 

with them.”
Proponents cited economic 

benefits from the plant’s con-
struction and operation.

“We don’t have the oppor-
tunity to attract the Microsofts 
or the Googles,” said Humboldt 
City Councilman Jim Vermeer. 
“This is the (economy) that we 
have.”

A public hearing on a proposed 
urban renewal plan — a way a 
county or town uses financing 
to renovate an area — is sched-
uled for 9:15 a.m. Monday, Aug. 
8. The board will take a final vote 
on the economic development 

Wright Co. advances Prestage plans
Supervisors vote 3-0 
in favor of pork plant 
development proposal

 MASON CITY — A veteran 
politician and a political new-
comer both said Monday they 
will be can-
didates if the 
council approves 
Mayor Eric 
Bookmeyer’s call 
for a special elec-
tion.

They are for-
mer councilman 
Max Weaver and 
Andy O’Brien, 
owner of Action 
Coaching in Ma-
son City.

The council 
will act on Book-
meyer’s recom-
mendation at the 
council meeting 
Tuesday night. 
The election would be to fill the 
at-large seat vacancy caused by 
the death of Alex Kuhn on July 15.

Weaver served three terms on 
the City Council. This would be 
his eighth bid for public office. In 
a political career that dates back 

 CLEAR LAKE —  Youngsters 
from Iowa, Wisconsin and Min-
nesota faced choppy conditions 
on Clear Lake Monday during 
the first day of the Inland Lake 
Yachting Association Opti Din-
ghy Championships.

“The race is challenging, de-
pending on the wind and lake 
condition,” race co-chair Mar-
garet Osmundson said. “There’s 
a lot of skill involved.”

Winds — which gusted 
around 15 mph Monday after-
noon — delayed at least one of 
the races. 

Osmundson said the partici-
pants needed to know how to sail 

upwind before turning around to 
head to the finish line.

Ranging in age from 8 to 15, the 
94 sailors hail from Clear Lake 
and a number of other Midwest-
ern cities, including Chicago; 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin; and 
Twin Cities suburbs.

They are sailing optimist din-
ghies — small, single-person, 
one-sail boats generally used by 

younger sailors.
The championship, which Os-

mundson said is family-friendly 
and lends itself to team building, 
continues a second day on Tues-
day. 

— Ashley Miller

Choppy championship
Young sailors navigate 
breezy lake conditions

CHRIs ZOeLLeR, THE GLOBE GAZETTE 
Participants in the Green Fleet of the Inland Lake Yachting Association Opti Championships round a buoy during a race Monday at Clear Lake.

Two say 
they’d run 
for council
If Mason City body 
OKs special election

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A Miami-Dade County mosquito control worker sprays Monday around a 
home in the Wynwood area of Miami.

Jazz up summer sweetness
Make fresh sweetcorn even better TASTE, PAGE B3

9 on All-State teams
North Iowa prep baseball players are 
honored for their seasons  SPORTS, PAGE B1
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Weaver

Please see Prestage, Page A2

 MIAMI (AP)  —  Government 
health officials warned preg-
nant women Monday to avoid 
a Zika-stricken part of Miami 
and told couples who have been 
there recently to put off having 
children for at least two months, 
after the number of people feared 

infected through mosquito bites 
in the U.S. climbed to 14.

In its highly unusual and 
perhaps unprecedented travel 
warning, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention also said 
expectant mothers should get 
tested for the virus if they have 
visited the neighborhood since 
mid-June.

All 14 cases are thought to have 
occurred in Miami’s Wynwood 

arts district, a trendy, fast-gen-
trifying neighborhood of ware-
houses, art galleries, restaurants 
and boutiques.

Gov. Rick Scott asked for a 
CDC emergency response team 
to help Florida combat Zika, 
which has been sweeping Latin 
America and the Caribbean in 
recent months and now may be 

CDC warns against Miami Zika areas
Applies to pregnant 
women, fertile couples

Please see Zika, Page A2

O’Brien

Please see Council, Page A2
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