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 EAGLE GROVE — As Prestage 
Foods advances plans to locate 
its $240 million pork processing 

plant in Wright County, schools in 
that area are developing a “wait-
and-see” strategy as a number of 
unknown factors afect prepara-
tions.

County oicials have said their 
plan is to spread students — from 
the families of 900 workers Pre-
stage says it intends to hire in its 
initial phase — among several 
county school districts rather 
than have one shoulder the burden 

of a sharp enrollment increase.
But Wright County schools will 

have to make do without the $1.4 
million over 10 years the com-
pany ofered to the Mason City 
School District before the Mason 
City deal collapsed with the City 
Council’s 3-3 vote in May.

“We’re looking at this as a re-
gional issue, not an Eagle Grove 
issue,” said Eagle Grove Super-
intendent Jess Toliver. “If we 

got a bonus from Prestage that 
wouldn’t help the other districts.”

School leaders in Eagle Grove 
recently met with education of-
icials in Fort Dodge, Humboldt, 
Clarion-Goldield-Dows, Web-
ster City and Belmond-Klemme 
to discuss preparations.

Right now, the process is just to 
gather questions, Toliver said.

He’d like a timeline for when 
management moves in and other 

workers are in training. Other 
questions the group has discussed 
are resources and funding to ex-
pect from the state with a jump 
in students, and what resources 
they could share across districts, 
he said.

Some of the biggest challeng-
ing will be determining whether 
to hire new staf or get existing  

Schools pin hopes on plant
Prestage portends 

enrollment gains, but 

what else for districts?

 LOCKHART, Texas (TNS) — A 
iery hot air balloon crash killed up 
to 16 people west of Lockhart on 
Saturday, marking one of the most 

deadly single incidents to hit the 
Austin area.

The balloon had been glid-
ing along about 2 miles west of 
Lockhart when witnesses said it 
appeared to strike high-voltage 
power lines and catch ire. There 
were no survivors.

It was one of the deadliest hot 
air balloon crashes in U.S. history 
and was the worst such accident 
since a 2013 balloon crash in Egypt 
killed 19.

A woman who lived near the 
site of the crash described hear-
ing popping noises before spot-

ting a large ireball that she at irst 
thought might have been a tractor 
exploding.

The resident, Margaret Wylie, 
said she was in her home when she 
heard the popping noise. While 
outside, she heard a second pop 
and then turned toward the sound 

to see a ireball erupt from the 
scene of the crash in a hay ield.

“About the time I looked over 
there was when a whooshing 
sound happened and the ireball 
went up,” she said.

Oicials: No apparent survivors in Texas hot air balloon crash
At least 16 on ride that 

caught fire, plummeted

Virtual reality
Iowa Film Festival in 
Mason City adds VR   PAGE A5
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 DES MOINES (AP)  —  A debate 
is brewing over expanding beer 
sales at Iowa college football 
games.

A key state lawmaker is pro-
posing a legislative review, while 
Gov. Terry Branstad and some 
other policy makers want to let 
state university oicials and the 
Iowa Board of Regents control 
the bar taps.

Most areas inside Iowa’s uni-
versity football stadiums are now 
oicially alcohol-free zones, 
and many politicians and edu-
cators are reluctant to start urg-
ing young and old fans to hoist 
foamy, ice-cold beers in college 
sports venues.

But they also face a reality of 
ever-rising athletic department 
budgets that constantly demand 
more money.

Democratic State Sen. Brian 
Schoenjahn, who chairs the 
Senate’s higher education bud-
get subcommittee, told The Des 
Moines Register the Legislature  

Stadium 

beer sales 

discussed
Expansion considered 

at state’s universities
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Members of the Clear Lake Lions hoist their Class 2A Iowa championship trophy after defeating Carroll Kuemper 8-1 in the title game Saturday in 
Des Moines. See poster page, story and more photos in SPORTS. See a gallery of dozens of photos plus video at globegazette.com.

IOWA 2A CHAMPS
Please see Prestage, Page A2

Please see Beer sales, Page A3

Please see Crash, Page A2

HY-VEE EAST-551 S. IIIinois | 424-9741 HY-VEE WEST-2400 4th St. SW | 424-2605 HY-VEE DRUGSTORE-875 4th St. SW | 424-4181

DARE to COMPARE

Valid Only 7-31-16 limit 2
Valid Only 7-31-16

Valid Only 7-31-16

Hy-Vee
Puriied
Water

Bakery Fresh
Cookies

Chocolate Chip

Grade A Large
Eggs

48¢

Mason City locations only

24 pk

Buy 1 at

5/$1000
$399

Get 1 FREE

per dozen 16.9 l oz bottles

per dozen

$2000
Mason City, lowa • 423-2473

Monday-Friday 9am-7pm

Saturday 9am-5pm

Visit us at myzilges.com

WHERE QUALITY, SERVICE & FAIR PRICE MEET

SAVE
UP TO
On Select

Appliance
Packages

http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B8&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B7&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A14&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C6&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7
http://globegazette.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=56719909-4371-59f8-b626-df7dc02e0ed7

