
Name of accused Location of offense
Estimated date of 

offense
Title/employment Reported (yes/no)

Gender 

of victim
Age of victim Complaint details On previously accused or diocese list? Status of accused

Michael Fitzgerald

Assumption of the 

Blessed Mary Church 

and Rectory, Cresco

1991-1996

Priest, Assumption of the 

Blessed Mary Church and 

Rectory, Cresco

No M 16
Mother read son's journal entries 

after his suicide in 2001. 

Listed as a footnote on Dubuque's list as 

follows: 

"In 2000, Fitzgerald admitted improper use of 

the Internet but denied sexual abuse of minors. 

One anonymous phone call claimed to know 

from a third-party about the sexual abuse of a 

minor, but the person making the accusation 

declined to identify himself or the supposed 

victim. Because of the media attention devoted 

to the matter, Father Fitzgerald resigned his 

position as pastor of St. Joseph in Marion, 

Iowa."

Died in car crash, 

2001.

Robert Saunders
Temple Hill Parish, 

Cascade
1958-1969

Priest, St. Peter's Church, 

Temple Hill

Yes, to diocese in 

1969  
F 8 - teens

Individual alleges Saunders abused 

her sisters and tried to fondle her. 

On Archdiocese list. Accusations made public in 

July 2007. Claims settled in mediation in 2008.
Died, 2007

Robert Saunders
Temple Hill Parish, 

Cascade
1963-1965+

Priest, St. Peter's Church, 

Temple Hill

Yes, to diocese in 

1969 and 1985
F 9 - 11 Sexual, physical, emotional abuse See above See above

Robert Saunders
Temple Hill Parish, 

Cascade
1954-1969

Priest, St. Peter's Church, 

Temple Hill

Yes, to diocese in 

1967
F 12 - 14 Sexual abuse See above See above

John A. Schmitz
Sacred Heart school, 

Dubuque
1959

Priest, Sacred Heart 

church

Yes, to archbishop 

in 1960
F 12

Individual alleges she was raped in 

the basement of the school by 

Schmitz. She told archbishop one 

year later. Individual reports lifetime 

counseling for PTSD and depression.    

On Archdiocese list, which says, "Made public at 

Pastoral Study Day in Waterloo in 2002. Claim 

settled in mediation in 2006. Additional claim 

filed in California and settled in 2007."

Died, 1991

John A. Schmitz St. Joseph's School 1966-1968 Priest Yes M 8 or 9 

Individual alleges Schmitz sexually 

abused him two times while in third 

grade. The abuse happened at school 

both times. He wrote a letter to the 

Dubuque Archdiocese about the 

abuse in 2006, but did not name 

Schmitz at the time. He received an 

apology letter from the Dubuque 

Archdiocese.

See above See above



William Schwartz
Sacred Heart in 

Rockwell
1982-1983 Priest No M 12 - 13

Individual alleges Schwartz would 

drug and give beer to him when he  

mowed his lawn. While he was 

drugged, Schwartz would sexually 

abuse the individual. Schwartz also 

abused him when they were on a 

mission trip because they had to 

share a room together.

On Table of Accused Priests. 

Retired. Dismissed 

from priesthood in 

2005.

Norman Showalter Lamont 1953-1956
Priest, St Mary's Parish, 

Lamont

Yes, to archdiocese 

in 2015
M 13 - 16

Individual alleges Showalter began 

sexually abusing him in the St. Mary’s 

Parish Rectory in Lamont. He never 

told anyone about this abuse at the 

time. He felt nobody would believe 

him, and his parents would severely 

punish him for talking about such 

things. This abuse continued until he 

ran away from home at age 16. It was 

50 years before he told anyone. 

On Archdiocese list. Claims settled in 2017. Died, 1971

Robert Swift Oelwein 1951
Priest, Sacred Heart, 

Oelwein

Yes, to diocese in 

2003
M 13 Sexual abuse, including fondling

On Archdiocese list of credibly accused priests. 

Claims settled in mediation in 2008 and 2013.
Died, 1980

Robert Swift Mason City, Oelwein 1945-1953

Priest, Holy Family Parish, 

Mason City; Chaplain, 

Mercy Hospital, Oelwein

Yes, to diocese in 

2003
M

11, 13, 14 

(three victims)
Sexual abuse, including fondling See above See above

Name withheld Dubuque 1961-1964 Nun 

Yes, to Dubuque 

County sheriff in 

2004

M 9 Assault, kissing

Not on Archdiocese list. Archdiocese Review 

Board found the allegation not sustained 

(choices were: unfounded, exonerated, not 

sustained, sustained) although their investigator 

found it credible. 

Retired  

Name withheld Dubuque 1959 Priest, teacher 

Yes, to Dubuque 

County sheriff and 

archdiocese in 2003 

and 2018

F 16

Individual alleges several occasions 

involving the subject of sex and 

masturbation. Reported twice to 

Archdiocese.

Not on Archdiocese list. Archdiocese hired 

investigator to look into the claims. Archbishop 

Jackels sent letter to victim in April 2019 saying 

there was not enough evidence for the claim to 

be credible.

Died 



Name withheld Dubuque Fall 1978 Priest, teacher 
Yes, to Catholic 

Charities in 2016
M 14 Fondling, groping

Not on Archdiocese list. Archdiocese offered 

him counseling services and reported it to the 

Dubuque Co. Sheriff in 2016. At the time, the 

priest was in a care center and no longer serving 

in ministry.

Died

Name withheld 

(same as above)
Dubuque 1972-1974 Priest, teacher No F 17 Intercourse, oral sex 

Not on Archdiocese list. Archdiocese did not 

provide documentation on this allegation.
Died

Unknown Dubuque 1930s Priest No F 18 - 24

Family story but no documentation. 

Submitter's grandmother was in the 

visitation order and was likely 

sexually assulted.    

No Unknown

Name withheld  Calmar 1968-1971
Altar boy (who was 

groomed by priest)
No M 6

Priest who played with the altar boys 

showed "The Secret Game" to 

offender.

Priest not identified. Unknown

Two priests, names 

withheld
Cedar Falls 1994-1997 Priests No M 10 - 12 approx.

Individual alleges rape, both oral and 

anal, and emotional abuse

Not on list. Archdiocese says it has not received 

any reports and has no documentation.
Both retired

Unknown 
Boys Acres in Cedar 

Rapids 
1972-1980 Priest

Yes, Dubuque 

Diocese
M 11 - 18

Victim was placed in Boys Acres (now 

Four Oaks) by Department of Human 

Services. He reported that a staff 

person there was a pedophile and 

would take other boys to a church 

and offer the boys to priests to abuse 

sexually.

Unknown Unknown

Name withheld Eldora Training School 1990-1991 Priest

Letters to Eldora 

Police Department 

and the facility were 

sent in the fall of 

2020

M early teens Fondling, anal and oral sex

Not on any list. Archdiocese provided 

documents about allegations in the late 1980s 

and early 1990s involving five additional 

individuals.

Priest is retired but 

has duties in Diocese.

Name withheld Dubuque 1980 Priest, educator No M high school
Slept in bed together, unwanted 

hugging, touching.
Not on any list.  Died


