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The efforts of Luke 
Air Force Base were ap-
plauded in February at 
Valentines for Life, United 
Blood Services’ premier 
annual awards event.  
Base blood drive coor-

Photo courtesy United Blood Services
Blood drive coordinators at Luke Air Force Base were honored as Blood Heroes at the United Blood Services Valentines for Life luncheon. Last year, Luke 
hosted 46 blood drives and brought in 714 donations. Of the 1,401 organizations that sponsored blood drives last year, Luke Air Force Base was among the 
top 38 organizations across Arizona that qualified for the Hero Award.  

dinators 1Lt. Ivette Caro 
and TSgt. Angela Sawn 
were presented with the 
coveted Hero Award, an 
honor that is reached by 
less than two percent of 
all blood drive coordina-

tors across Arizona.  Hero 
Award winners provide 
the largest impact on the 
blood supply by organiz-
ing committees to recruit 
donors, holding internal 
recognition programs to 

thank donors and by host-
ing blood drives during the 
most difficult periods of 
the year to maintain Ari-
zona’s blood supply.  Last 
year, Luke hosted 46 blood 
drives and brought in 714 

donations – an increase of 
53 percent over 2015 and 
providing a one-and-one-
half-day blood supply for 
all 64 Arizona hospitals 
depending upon United 
Blood Services.

Luke Air Force Base 
has hosted drives with 
United Blood Services 
since the 1950s and has 
earned the Hero Award 11 
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To serve and support the men, women, families and mission of Luke Air Force Base

Heroes live and work at Luke AFB

MORE HEROES ON 6

www.cuwest.org

X.XX %
APY*

*If qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle: (1) Domestic ATM fees incurred during monthly qualification cycle will automatically be reimbursed up to $4.99 per item to a maximum amount of $25 per month and credited to the account on the last day of 
monthly statement cycle. ATM receipt(s) must be presented for reimbursement of an individual ATM fee of $5.00 or higher; (2) You will receive 2.00% cash back on debit card transactions and credit card purchases that post and settle to your account during the monthly 
qualification cycle up to a total not to exceed $8.00 per monthly qualification cycle. Qualifying debit card transactions and credit card purchase transactions must post and settle to the account during monthly qualification cycle. Debit and credit card transactions may 
take one or more business days from the date transaction occurred to post and settle to the account. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the credit union as point-of-sale (POS) purchase transactions count toward qualifying debit 
card transactions. The following activities do not count toward earning account rewards: ATM–processed transactions; transfers between accounts; and debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the credit union as ATM transactions. “Monthly 
Qualification Cycle” is based upon the calendar month. eStatements are a condition of the account. Kasasa and Kasasa Cash Back are trademarks of Kasasa, Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

It’s like you get paid to shop

2.00% CASH BACK
On everyday debit and credit card purchases*

And it’s easy to earn cash back...
Just do the following transactions & activities in your Kasasa Cash Back® 
account each monthly qualification cycle:

• Have at least 15 debit and/or credit card transactions* post and settle
• Have at least 1 direct deposit or automatic payment  (ACH),
   incoming or outgoing, post and settle

What’s Kasasa® Cash Back?
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My name is Ve-
ronique Cruikshank 
(AKA “V”). I’m the 
business manager for 
Fighter Country Part-
nership (FCP). I have 
the best job in the 
world. I get to be a part 
of the amazing organi-
zation whose mission 
is to “Support the men, 
women, families and 
mission of Luke AFB.” 

This job is so much 
more than a paycheck. 
As a matter of fact, it’s 
a second paycheck. 
I’m a retired veteran. I 
retired from Luke Air 
Force Base as an Air 
Force Captain in 2011. 
In all of my 22 years 
in the Air Force, I’ve 
never seen a commu-
nity organization that 
does so much for the 
Airman as FCP. 

I joined the Air Force 
in 1988, straight out of 
high school. I wasn’t 
“ready” for college and 

really didn’t know what 
I wanted to do with my 
life. I entered the Air 
Force as an Airman 
Basic. I was a “slick 
sleeve,” which is the 
lowest-ranking Airman 
in the Air Force. I liter-
ally grew up in the Air 
Force and have called 
military installations 
around the world my 
home. The Air Force 
was also much more 
than a paycheck and my 
coworkers were more 
than fellow Airmen. 
They were and still are 
my family. My supervi-
sors and commanding 
officers were mentors, 
but also parental in 
nature. They built me 
up and challenged me 
to give my all and sup-
ported and encouraged 
my efforts to reach my 
goals and succeed. 

I entered the mili-
tary as a Food Service 
Specialist (a cook).  My 

Veronique Cruikshank
Business Manager

Fighter Country 
Partnership

I have the best job in the world

career field continued 
to merge with other 
career fields and al-
lowed me to have many 
diverse jobs. I worked 
as a billeting (base 
hotel) desk clerk, ran a 
flight line kitchen (fast 
food operation), helped 
run a fitness center 
(gym) and ran the 
Honor Guard Program. 
I also had the opportu-
nity to deploy overseas 
and provide morale and 
welfare programs to 
other deployed Airmen. 

I progressed to the 
rank of Technical 
Sergeant (TSgt/E-6) 
in nine years and was 
considered a “fast 
burner.” I was a single 
parent and promotions 
equaled better pay and 
benefits for my daugh-
ter, Alexis. 

I had some amazing 
leaders who encour-
aged me to pursue a 
college degree. I went 
to night school and 
took lunch-time classes 
while working full time 
and raising my beauti-
ful daughter. Toward 
the end of earning my 
bachelor’s degree in hu-
man resources, a friend 
nudged me to apply 
for officer training. A 
bachelor’s degree is a 
requirement to be an 
Air Force officer. Upon 
graduation, I applied 
for and was accepted 
into the Air Force Of-
ficer Training School 

(OTS). I went to 12 
weeks of officer “boot 
camp” and graduated as 
a 2nd Lieutenant. 

As a personnel of-
ficer, I worked directly 
for the Unit Command-
er. I was now the paren-
tal leader and mentored 
numerous Airmen. This 
included encouraging 
a few Airmen to go to 
college and become 
officers. I also met my 
husband, Kevin, who 
was an F-16 fighter 
pilot. He adopted my 
daughter and we later 
had our son, Jacob.

The Air Force helped 
me to follow my 
dreams. I had an awe-
some military career 
and am proud to be a 
veteran of our amazing 
country. What I didn’t 
have was a community 
organization like FCP. 

FCP hosts or partners 
in supporting the Dorm 
Dweller Holiday Party, 

the Finance Expo, the 
Health and Wellness 
Expo, March of the 
Fallen, Luke Youth 
Center Summer Pro-
grams, Luke Library 
Programs, Operation 
Shower, Luke Back 
to School Bash, de-
ployed family dinners 
and events, Operation 
Warm Heart, and Patty 
Larlham Camps for 
children with disabili-
ties. And these are just 
a few of the programs 
and events FCP sup-
ports.  

All of these pro-
grams assist Airmen in 
following their dreams 
by enhancing the 
morale and well-being, 
culture and tradition 
and sustainability of 
Luke AFB. And being 
a part of this organiza-
tion and the programs 
we support is why I 
have the best job in the 
world.

From the Desk of Fighter Country Partnership

More than 140 blood transfusions were needed to save his life.

Nearly 500 blood donors are needed every day 
in Arizona to meet the needs of hospital patients.

Give blood 3 times a year!
www.UnitedBloodServicesAZ.org

1-877-UBS-HERO (827-4376)

Give blood 3 times a year!
www.UnitedBloodServicesAZ.org

1-877-UBS-HERO (827-4376)

Eligibility Questions?  Call 1-800-288-2199 X5497

Help save the lives of people like
Phoenix Police Officer Rob. 

If you could save a life 
by giving just one hour, 

why wouldn’t you?

Make your appointment today to save lives!
For blood drive on base, go to

www.ArizonaHero.org/LukeAFB
(Use Sponsor Code: LAFB)

- or call -

1-877-UBS-HERO (827-4376)

For blood drive on base, go to
www.ArizonaHero.org/LukeAFB

(Use Sponsor Code: LAFB)

CW9610 3x8 12_2016_FCP UBS.indd   1 11/15/16   10:07 AM

FCP Visions
Fighter Country Partnership

FCP Visions Publishing Schedule
Next Issue: Summer, June 22, 2017 • Deadline: June 2, 2017

To advertise contact:

FCP Visions is the official publication of Fighter Country Partnership
500 Estrella Parkway Suite B2, PMB #479 Goodyear, AZ 85338 

Ron Sites, Executive Director and CEO (623) 695-9244
Delivered quarterly by direct mail and as a special supplement to The Glendale Star and 

Peoria Times. Also posted on Fighter Country Partnership website: www.fightercountry.org, 
The Glendale Star website: www.glendalestar.com and 

Peoria Times website: www.peoriatimes.com
FCP Visions is produced, published and distributed exclusively by  Pueblo Publishers, Inc. 

Owners and operators of  The Glendale Star and Peoria Times

Submit news and information to William E. Toops  wtoops@star-times.com,
Fax to (623) 842-6013 or mail to FCP Visions, 7122 N. 59th Avenue, Gendale, AZ 85301-2436

 C.E. Williams Barbara Duran
 (623) 847-4601 (623) 847-4608
 sales@star-times.com bduran@star-times.com
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The Air Education and 
Training Command is 
vital in its mission to re-
cruit, educate, and train 
today’s Airmen to keep 
its Air Force mission 
ready.

Luke Air Force Base 
in Arizona has been a 
part of the Air Training 
Command and AETC for 
approximately half of its 
lifetime and has been the 
largest fighter wing in the 
United States Air Force 
since 1989. While typical 
wings have three squad-
rons, Luke has always had 
four or more.

“Even during World 
War II, Luke was the 
largest training base,” 
said Richard Griset, 56th 
Fighter Wing historian. 
“The training mission 
is a great mission and 
we’ve done it for a long 
time. Since the very be-
ginning, we have taken 
our pilots and trained 
them to fly our fighter 
aircraft.”

During World War 
II, Luke Field produced 
17,321 graduates from 
fighter training programs 
for the U.S. and its allies.

Photo courtesy Luke Air Force Base
A view to the east from the control tower of Luke Field on Feb. 9, 1943, revealed completed construction 
of the base.

The  base  was  in i -
tially equipped with F-
51 Mustang and F-84 
Thunderjet aircraft. In 
1957, Luke joined the 
supersonic age when the 
North American F-100 
Super  Sabre  was  as-
signed to the base. That 
was followed in 1964 
by foreign military sales 
programs, 

Luke’s  f i r s t  in te r-
national training part-
nerships, in the F-104 
Starfighter and the F-5A 
Freedom Fighter.

The A-7D Corsair ar-
rived in 1969, but was 
reassigned when the U.S. 
Air Force decided to make 
Luke the Air Force's pri-
mary F-4 Phantom II 
training base. The F-4 was 

used extensively through-
out the Vietnam War due 
to its ground-attack and 
aerial roles. The first F-4 
was assigned in 1971.

The first of the super 
fighters, the F-15 Ea-
gle, was assigned to the 
base in 1974, followed in 
1982 by the second super 
fighter, the F-16 Fighting 
Falcon. Then the F-15E 

Strike Eagle arrived in 
1988. The 56th Training 
Wing was re-designated a 
fighter wing Oct. 1, 1991, 
making Luke the service’s 
primary F-16 training 
base. In 1991, the F-15 
was reassigned, and four 
years later, the F-15E was 
reassigned.

On March 10, 2014, 
the first F-35A landed at 

Luke, starting the next 
period in the base’s his-
tory.

From the AT-6 Tex-
an in 1941, to the F-35 
Lightning II aircraft that 
is flown today, Luke has 
been home to a number 
of fighter aircraft. Since 
then, Luke has produced 

U.S. Air Force graphic 
by Michelle Deleon

On Jan. 23, Air Education 
and Training Command 
celebrated its 75th an-
niversary — a date much 
more important in our 
nation’s heritage than 
a simple mark in time. 
Jan. 23, 1942, proved to 
be the birth of a profes-
sional Air Force – men 
and women precisely 
selected and trained to 
fly, fight and win our 
nation’s wars. 

MORE AETC ON 6

AETC and Luke AFB have long history

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City 
management and staff, we want to say 
“THANK YOU” for your service  and 

dedication to our country.On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City 
management and staff, we want to say 
“THANK YOU” for your service  and 

dedication to our country.

The City of Peoria is a champion
of Luke Air Force Base.

US AIR FORCE PHOTO
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10% OFF
Merchandise
w/Military ID
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*To show our appreciation, Home Town Hero Program offer valid for cash or financed buyers for a primary residence only who are currently employed or retired as military personnel, law 
enforcement personnel, firefighters, healthcare professionals and educators (the “Program”). Must present valid written verification of employment (such as pay stub or military ID card) at time of 
contract execution. Valid for Eligible Buyers on new inventory or to-be-built new home contracts entered into as of 3/23/17-6/21/17 only (“Promotion Period”). Home Town Hero Savings of up to 1% 
of the base price may be applied towards Design Studio Options on To-be-Built Homes or on Inventory homes (depending on stage of construction) in any Taylor Morrison Phoenix-area community. 
Any unused amount not used as described will be forfeited. For financed buyers, Lender’s restrictions on Home Town Hero incentive may apply for certain loan programs. Taylor Morrison reserves 
the right to change, extend or discontinue the Program at any time or retract the offer should buyer not meet eligibility requirements. The program is not available outside of Arizona and cannot 
be combined with any other offer unless expressly set forth in your Purchase Agreement. Additional details and restrictions may apply. ** For VA Loan Eligibility: Buyer must satisfy all applicable 
eligibility and qualification requirements of a VA loan, including but not limited to providing evidence to prove either current active duty or retired military status; also applies to select military 
spouses. All additional VA lender guidelines and restrictions outside of Seller’s control apply.  VA Loan Eligibility and the Home Town Hero Program are distinct programs. All information (including, 
but not limited to prices, views, availability, school assignments and ratings, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, 
conceptual artists’ renderings, tax rates and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change, or delay without notice. Not an offering in any state where prohibited 
or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Please see a Taylor Morrison Community Sales Manager for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com 
for additional disclaimers. © March 2017, Taylor Morrison/Arizona, Inc. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com | 480.508.7178

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR  

 Our Local Heroes
Taylor Morrison would like to 
honor the men and women in  
our community who enrich our  
lives every day with their service.

We’re offering our local heroes an additional 
1% of the base price of their new home to 
spend in our Design Studio.*

Also, be sure to take advantage of your  
VA loan eligibility** for:

Zero Down | No PMI | Appealing Interest Rates

Over 20 Phoenix Area Communities Visit one today!
1 Las Brisas From the high $100s

2 Adora Trails From the mid $200s

3 Layton Lakes From the mid $300s

4 Lehi Crossing From the mid $300s

5 Elliot Groves at Morrison Ranch From the high $200s

6 Enclave on the Eighth From the low $600s

7 Eastmark From the upper $200s

8 Northlands From the mid $200s

9 Sonoran Commons From the low $300s

10 Fireside at Norterra  From the high $200s

11 Victoria Estates From the high $200s

12 Montaverde From the high $300s

13 Sanctuary at Desert Ridge From the mid $400s

14 Andaluza From the $700s (Sold from Copper Sky)

15 Copper Sky From the $700s

16 Ironhorse From the mid $500s

17 Trovita Norte From the low $500s

18 Treo From the mid $500s

19 Lookout Mountain Coming Soon

20 Agave Heights Coming Soon

SURPRISE

QUEEN CREEK

CASA GRANDE

FLORENCE

GILBERT

PHOENIX

MESA
TEMPE

CHANDLER

MARICOPA

GLENDALE

PEORIA

SCOTTSDALE

LAVEEN

AVONDALE
GOODYEAR

LOOP

101

LOOP

101

LOOP

101

LOOP

202

LOOP

202

LOOP

202

143

387

287

347

238

LOOP

101

LOOP

303

LOOP

303

17

10

10

10

10

51

87

87

79

87

1760

60 60

60

6
15

18

19

20

14

16

17

13

4

5

3

9
10

11

7

1

12
2

8

Ask about our 

Public Service 
Rewards Program
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Thanks to 135 blood donors, 17-
year-old Jaziel Olmeda survived 
leukemia three times.

of the 13 years since its incep-
tion. The cornerstone of success 
for the Luke blood program has 
been the development of indi-
vidual committees comprised of 
primary and secondary contacts 
within each squadron. The group 
that had the most successful 
drives during the year earned 
the coveted “Top Squadron” 
title.  

“We are proud and grateful to 
1Lt. Caro, TSgt. Sawn and the 
squadrons for their devotion,” 
said Sid Lewis. “They are heroes 
to both our country and to Ari-
zona patients.”

Luke Air Force Base blood 
donors help teens like Jaziel 
Olmeda of Phoenix, who shared 
his story with honored guests at 
Valentines for Life last month.  
Jaziel survived leukemia three 
times with the help of 135 trans-
fusions.  He was just 7 years old 
when he was first diagnosed.  

“My childhood was interrupt-
ed by cancer,” reflected Jaziel. 
“Having had cancer for six long, 
extremely emotional years, I can 
say I always knew I wasn’t alone, 
thanks to my generous blood 
donors.” 

Grateful for the blood do-
nors who helped save his life, 
Jaziel has dreams of becoming 

a pediatric oncology nurse and 
operating his own clinic, where 
he can spread awareness on the 
importance of blood donation.

Luke Air Force Base hosts 
blood drives regularly through-
out the year for donors with 
base access. To make an ap-
pointment at an upcoming base 
drive, visit www.BloodHero.com 
(Sponsor Code:  LAFB), or call 
1-877-UBS-HERO (827-4376).

HEROES: Saving lives, From 1

U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Devante Williams
Jan Brewer, former governor of Arizona, spoke with Luke members during the 
F-35 Lightning II Unveiling Celebration March 14, 2014, at Luke Air Force Base. 
The former governor’s speech showed government support between Luke and 
the surrounding communities. 

AETC: F-35 program sets future for Luke, From 4

more than 58,800 graduates from fight-
er training programs for the U.S. and its 
allies and is truly the fighter country.

Today, the 56th Fighter Wing, a unit 
which historically had some of the 
world’s greatest fighter pilots, contin-
ues the mission that has been identified 
with Luke since 1941: training warrior 

Airmen while building the future of air 
power.

“With the community support we 
have received over the years, it looks 
like we’ll be here a long while,” Griset 
said. “The F-35 program sets the future 
up for Luke Air Force Base to remain 
very significant as part of AETC.”

CW16124 3x8 12_2016_FCP Sky Harbor.indd   1 11/22/16   11:39 AM

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305
www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296

FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET

Comfort Suites
Glendale

623-271-9005

•  HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, Coffee Maker, 
Hair Dryer, Iron/Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL rooms

•  24 Hour Business Center, Fitness Center 
and Marketplace

• Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
• Laundry facility
• Over 4,000 Square Feet of Meeting/Banquet Space
•  Less than 2 miles from Westgate City Center, 

University of Phoenix Stadium Area, 
Tanger Outlet Mall

• Pet Friendly
• Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

Government Rates
Available

CW12441 3x4 9_2013_FCP Comfort Suites.indd   1 9/4/13   10:29 AM
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3801 North 91st Avenue | Phoenix, Arizona 85037 | Phone: 623‐772‐2200 | Fax: 623‐877‐8188 | www.pesd92.org 

WE ARE SEEKING EXCEPTIONAL APPLICANTS! 

PENDERGAST ACADEMIES 

Pendergast is proud to be the West Valley’s choice for a premiere educa�onal 
experience. We offer many op�ons for students on our 12 campuses currently 
serving 10,000 students with state‐of‐the‐art technology and facili�es. Please 
come and join our Pendergast family as a student, staff member or community 
partner. 

CONNECT WITH US 

ABOUT US 

Apply Online at www.pesd92.org 

Kindergarten through 8th Grade 
Special Educa�on 
Early Childhood Endorsed 
Instruc�onal Assistants 
Bus Drivers 

The goal of our Academies is academic excellence! Our students are exposed to a program that provides a strong 
founda�on for a child’s overall educa�on in a challenging yet suppor�ve environment. 

orcutt | winslow GREEN ARCHITECTURE 

HORACE MANN AEROSPACE ACADEMY 

MIHS MEDICAL & HEALTH ACADEMY 

AUTHORS ACADEMY 

WATER INVESTIGATION ACADEMY 

GCON CONSTRUCTION ACADEMY 

ONE SPORT NATION ATHLETIC ACADEMY 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY K-5 LAUNCH 

COMPUTER SCIENCE ACADEMY 

DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

KINDERGARTEN 
AT EVERY SCHOOL!  

FREE FULL- DAY  

BD9814 6x16 3_2017_FCP Pendergast.indd   1 3/15/17   8:47 AM
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36th Annual Glendale Chamber Luke Shoot Out 
Golf Tournament benefi ts Operation Warm Heart

Glendale Chamber Member and Past Chairman 
of the Board, Bill Kelleher of Dignity Memorial, 
has invested as a sponsor of the Luke Shoot Out 
Golf Tournament since day one. Kelleher said this 
is one of the events he looks forward to each year. 
Not only is it a fun day out with fellow chamber 
members, but he enjoys engaging with former and 
present military.

Kelleher said, “It is an acknowledgement of 
gratitude to those who serve in the military by 
placing ‘service above self and principles before 
personality.’”

With a portion of the proceeds going toward 
Operation Warm Heart, Kelleher and his company 
plan to remain a sponsor for years to come – it’s a 
way to say thank you to our U.S. military.

Operation Warm Heart is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that distributes charitable donations to service 
members and their families all year long. Thanks to 
faithful members, the chamber has been able to host 
the event for 36 consecutive years. The Glendale 
Chamber and its members are proud to be able to 
give back to our service members through Opera-
tion Warm Heart.

Join the Glendale Chamber of Commerce for its 
36th Annual Luke Shoot Out Golf Tournament April 
7 at Falcon Dunes Golf Course. Check-in starts 6:30 
a.m., with a shotgun start 7:30 a.m. 

Single golfers can register for $115 each, or 
sponsor a veteran. Tee hole sponsorships are also 

Photo courtesy Glendale Chamber of Commerce
Glendale Chamber of Commerce member Bill Kelleher of Dignity Memorial helps direct the putting contest 
during the 2016 shootout.

available for $175 and include company signage on 
the golf course, ability to put promotional items in 
the golfer’s goodie bags, and the ability to represent 
your company on the course to connect directly with 

more than 100 golfers.
Additional sponsorships are available. Registra-

tion is available online at www.glendaleazchamber.
org, or by calling 623-937-4754.

Airmen helping Airmen

SANDERSONFORD.COM
6400 North 51st Avenue, Glendale • 623.842.8600

CW9435 6x8 9_2016_FCP Sanderson.indd   1 9/6/16   8:42 AM
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E l l i o t t H o m e s . c o m

ELLIOTT NEW HOME COMMUNITIES

Avalon Estates (Avondale) 

107th Avenue & Thomas Road 
623-215-7698

Riverwalk Estates (Phoenix) 

57th Avenue & Southern Avenue 
602-237-2603

Granite Vista (Near Luke AFB) 
Northern Avenue & Cotton Lane 
623-217-2670

Bellero Estates (Queen Creek) 
S. Ellsworth Road & E. Pegasus Parkway 
480-207-1808

to all active duty, guard members, reservists, veterans 
and their families! To recognize your service to this country, 
we offer you an additional $1,000 off the currently listed sales 
price on any “spec” or “inventory” home.* This is in addition 
to any sales incentive that may currently be offered on the 
home. Buying a new Elliott home now makes sense:

1 LOW INTEREST FINANCING! Take advantage of the   
 lowest interest rates in years!

2 IMMEDIATE MOVE-INS! We have a great selection  
 of inventory homes. 

3 $500 TOTAL MOVE-IN COSTS on inventory homes (using  
 current incentives toward closing costs and VA loan.)*

4 LOW UTILITY BILLS! Our homes will save  
 on energy bills.

Elliott Homes offers a winning combination of flexible 
design, uncompromising quality and value-based pricing.  
We build every home as though we were building it for our 
own families. 

Take advantage of this limited-time offer. Call, click or come 
by today!

ROC# 51293

Thank you...

“Like” us on Facebook: Elliott Homes Phoenix
* Some restrictions may apply. Limited time offer. Features, amenities and pricing 
   subject to change without notice.  Photos may not represent actual home for sale. 
   Subdivision Public Report available at www.re.state.az.us
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Fighter Country Partnership (FCP), the leading support 
and advocacy organization for Luke Air Force Base, hosts 
the eighth Annual FCP Honorary Commanders Golf Classic 
May 25 at Wigwam Golf Club, 451 N Old Litchfi eld Road, 
Litchfi eld Park. The event includes luncheon, auctions and a 
raffl e for terrifi c prizes 

Registration begins 7 a.m. with an 8 a.m. shotgun start. 
The golf tournament is the primary funding mechanism 

for Fighter Country Partnership and its support for Luke Air 
Force Base. 

Cost is $3,500 per foursome. All participants will 
receive exclusive items, including PING products. Various 
sponsorship packages are also available. See within

For registration and information, visit fi ghtercountry.
org/golf. 

For more information and registration assistance, contact 
Ron Sites at 

rsites@fightercountry.org, Bill Johnston at bill@
fi ghtercountry.org, or call 623-882-2191.

The following sponsorships are available:
THUNDERBOLT SPONSOR | $25,000 Includes four 

foursomes (one extended to Luke Airmen), four exclusive 
PING merchandise packages, logo on the commemorative 
tournament coin, unique PING item for each participant, 
event signage, invitations to Wednesday evening’s VIP 
Sponsor Recognition Event, four one-night Wigwam rooms, 
recognition on all tournament collateral materials and 
publicity, as well as at the event, and one TopGolf Scottsdale 
bay at the FCP Operation TopFlight Dogfi ght event in Fall 
2017. 

FALCON SPONSOR | $15,000 Includes two foursomes, 
three exclusive PING merchandise packages, logo on 
commemorative tournament coin, unique PING item for each 
participant, event signage, invitations to Wednesday evening’s 
VIP Sponsor Recognition Event, three one-night Wigwam 
rooms, recognition on all tournament collateral materials and 
publicity, as well as at the event, and one TopGolf Scottsdale 
bay at the FCP Operation TopFlight Dogfi ght event in Fall 
2017. 

Honorary Commanders Golf Classic May 25
Supporting the men, women, families and mission of Luke Air Force Base

Submitted photo

LIGHTNING SPONSOR | $10,000 Includes two 
foursomes (one of which can be donated to Luke Airmen if 
you wish), two exclusive PING merchandise packages, name 
on commemorative tournament coin, unique PING item for 
each participant, event signage, invitations to Wednesday 
evening’s VIP Sponsor Recognition Event, two one-night 
Wigwam rooms, recognition on all tournament collateral 
materials and publicity, as well as at the event, and one 
TopGolf Scottsdale bay at the FCP Operation TopFlight 
Dogfi ght event in Fall 2017. 

PATRIOT SPONSOR | $5,600 Includes one foursome, 
one exclusive PING merchandise package, unique PING item 
for each participant, event signage, invitations to Wednesday 
evening’s VIP Sponsor Recognition Event, a one night 
Wigwam room, publicity opportunities and logo on event 
gift certifi cates. 

FUEL CART SPONSOR | $4,500 Includes one foursome, 
unique PING item for each participant, event signage, 
invitations to Wednesday evening’s VIP Sponsor Recognition 
Event, publicity opportunities and logo on drink tickets. 

CREW CHIEF SPONSOR | $500 Tee box signage. Does 
not include a foursome. 

VIP SPONSOR RECOGNITION PARTY HOST | 

$10,000 This sponsor will be the host of the Wednesday 
night function (May 24, 2017) prior to the Thursday Classic. 
Includes one foursome, event signage, speaking opportunities 
and a one-night Wigwam room. 

GOLF CLASSIC LUNCH HOST | $10,000 This sponsor 
will be the host of the Golf Classic day lunch. Includes one 
foursome, event signage and a speaking opportunity during 
lunch. 

BLOODY MARY BAR HOST | $5,000 This sponsor will 
host the Bloody Mary Bar from the staging through the start 
of the Golf Classic.

Background
Fighter Country Partnership (FCP) was founded in 1997 

and is the leading community support and advocacy group for 
the aid, operation and preservation of Luke Air Force Base. 

FCP partners are business professionals, elected offi cials, 
military retirees and a diverse group of citizens who support 
Luke and want to ensure its future in Arizona. Our purpose is 
simple: to provide a high level of support for the men, women 
and families of Luke while furthering its ongoing mission - to 
train the world’s best pilots, maintainers and support personnel 
while deploying mission-ready warfi ghters. 

Fundraising events such as this golf tournament provide a 
bridge of support for the many advocacy programs and special 
events that unfold throughout the year.

Three ways FCP supports Luke Air Force Base: 
- Health and human services 
Luke Airmen’s Fund, Wellness Affairs, Chaplain’s 

Deployed Family Dinners, summer camps for Luke children 
with autism and more. 

- Culture and tradition 
Luke Air Force Ball, Luke Days Open House & Air Show, 

944th Annual Holiday Picnic, Navy Ball and more. 

- Mission sustainability 
Luke Forward Campaign, Honorary Commanders 

Program, VIP community receptions and more

*See the Rewards Center for details. Must be 21. Desert Diamond West Valley Casino Rewards Card necessary to participate. Management has the right to alter/cancel without notice. Please play responsibly.  
An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation.

Desert Diamond West Valley Casino respects those who’ve 
served. That’s why we offer the Tribute Card, which gives 
exclusive benefits to active duty, retired and veteran members 
of the U.S. military. You’ll receive $10 Free Play on the 1st and 15th 
of each month and invitations to special events. Plus, if you sign 
up to be a Rewards Member, you’ll receive a Welcome Bonus of 

up to $1,000 Free Play right away!

Where jackpots hit close to home.

YOUR SERVICE.
OUR APPRECIATION.

EXCLUSIVE REWARDS.

866.DDC.WINS |     | DDCAZ.COM

43773 DDWV FCP Visions Spring Ad APPROVED.indd   1 3/2/17   2:37 PMCW16603 6x8 3_2017_FCP Desert Diamond.indd   1 3/6/17   7:26 AM
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Annual Tuskegee Airmen 
commemoration features 
The Rise Above exhibit

Following the successful annual Tuskegee 
Airmen commemoration in March 2016, 
the Archer-Ragsdale Arizona Chapter, 
TAI (ARAC) expanded the 2017 program 
with greater emphasis on youth activities. 
The events began as early as January and 
concluded March 9 to 14, with eight youth 
and chaperones traveling on a fi eld trip to 
Washington, D.C. The activities included 
ARAC visitations and/or presentations at 
the West Valley Christian School, Goodyear; 
El Dorado High School, Chandler; 56th 
Medical Group Commander’s Call, Luke 
AFB; United Technology  Company, 
Phoenix,; and Buckeye Air Fair, Buckeye. 

Another major youth activity was The 
Rise Above traveling exhibit at three 
schools in the Phoenix area.  The exhibit 
featured two legendary Tuskegee Airmen, 
Col. (ret) Charles McGee of Bethesda, 
Md., and local Airmen Lt. Col. (ret) Robert 
Ashby of Sun City West.  

The exhibit highlights the courage and 
determination of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
who overcame obstacles to train and fi ght 
as U.S. Army Air Corps pilots, and what it 
means to us 75 years later. It also features 
the original fi lm, “Rise Above,” on a 160-
degree panoramic screen in a 30-seat movie 
theater. The three schools included Stapley 

Jr High, Mesa, AZ; Luke Elementary, 
Glendale, AZ; and Trivium Preparatory 
Academy, Goodyear, AZ. The Rise Above 
traveling exhibit was sponsored by the 
ARAC and led by Southwest Airline captain 
(ret) Larry Jackson, Director of ARAC 
Youth Activities.  

Other ARAC members continued to 
further the legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen 
by serving as “Ambassadors of Goodwill” 
and as speakers at major events in the 
Phoenix area. These included the Scottsdale 
2017 Martin Luther King Jr. Dinner 
Celebration; the City of Surprise Inaugural 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Celebration 
and Service; and the USAF Air War College 
Regional Cultural Studies Program hosted 
by the offi ce of the governor of Arizona. The 
latter event included 55 senior offi cers from 
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. These 
men and women were presented with an 
ARAC perspective on the Tuskegee Airmen 
living in Arizona, US military history and 
legacy, and race relations in Arizona and 
the USA. 

The 2017 commemoration culminated 
the fourth Thursday, March 23, with the 
annual wreath-laying ceremony at Tuskegee 
Airpark. It was followed by a luncheon at 
the 56 Club, Luke Air Force Base.

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Bradley Smith
Aircraft 86-0291 sits in the Tuskegee Airmen Memorial Airpark in front of the 
944th Fighter Wing at Luke Air Force Base, Ariz. The airpark was dedicated Aug. 
2 during a ceremony in which more than 50 original Tuskegee Airmen attended. 
The airpark features an F-16 Fighting Falcon static aircraft painted in World War II 
Tuskegee colors in recognition of the "Red Tail" warriors of the Tuskegee Airmen. 
Sixty-fi ve years ago, the United States launched a program to train the fi rst black 
military pilots and aircrews, who later became known as the Tuskegee Airmen.

Photo illustration/Staff Sgt. Susan Stout
A program was launched sixty-fi ve years ago to train the fi rst black military 
pilots and aircrews who later became known as the Tuskegee Airmen. From 
1942 through 1946, 994 graduated at Tuskegee Army Air Field receiving their 
commissions and pilot wings.
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Submitted photos
Life Members to the Blue Blazer Squadron. Steve Hoover is in second row far right. As a recent inductee 
as a Life Member to the Blue Blazer Squadron, Hoover looks forward to continuing active participation in 
every possible activity there is and to offering mentorship to new members of the Blue Blazers looking 
to make the greatest impact of their assignment.

Steven Hoover (middle) receives recognition as a Life Member of the Blue 
Blazer Squadron.

F i g h t e r  C o u n t r y 
Partnership is proud to 
feature Steven Hoover, 
an alumni member of the 
Honorary Commanders 
Program and currently a 
member of the Blue Blazer 
Squadron of Fighter Country 
Partnership. Hoover was 
assigned to the 309th Fighter 
Squadron at Luke Air Force 
Base from 2012 to 2014 
and is a highly engaged 
community leader. 

Hoover is an Arizona 
native, proud father of a 
5-year-old son and 7-year-
old daughter and the lucky 
husband of Jennifer Hoover, 
with whom he just celebrated 
their 10-year anniversary.

Honorary Commander: Steven Hoover, SiteWorks

MORE HOOVER ON 13

Steven Hoover
Fighter Country 

Partnership: 
Honorary Commander

Principle and Division 
Manager for SiteWorks

Hoover is a lifelong 
aviation enthusiast, spending 
most of his formative years 
alongside his father and 
friends restoring WWII 
aircraft, most notably 
the B-17 “Sentimental 
Journey.” Spending such 
impressionable time with 
pilots and mechanics 
instilled many character 
traits, or “flaws as some 
may argue.” The passion 
for flight led him in the 
direction to become a pilot 
for the Air Force. Upon 
an initial military medical 

physical, a previously 
unknown eyesight issue was 
discovered, eliminating that 
possibility. With becoming 
a military pilot off the list, 
Steven headed to Florida 
to pursue a degree in 
aeronautical engineering. 

In an odd twist of fate 
a few years after college, 
Hoover received an offer 
to work with a national 
homebuilder, which led 
to his ultimate career 
path in contracting. After 
decades in the construction 
industry working his way 

through various positions, 
as well as owning small 
contracting operations, 
Hoover is now a principle 
and division manager for 
SiteWorks. SiteWorks is a 
multifaceted, local landscape 
contractor, which builds, 
maintains and provides 
arbor services for notable 
landscape projects such as 
spring training facilities, 
professional and collegiate 
clients, casino and resort 
properties, commercial, 
retail and master-planned 

BD9810 6x8 3_2017_FCP Out of Africa Wildlife.indd   1 3/13/17   3:48 PM
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communities. 
Hoover has been active 

in a local development 
advocacy organization, 
Valley Partnership, for 
near ly  15 years .  He 
served as chairman for 
the Community Project 
Committee for several years, 
assisting organizations 
such as the Foundation for 
Blind Children, Salvation 
Army, Southwest Autism 
Research and Resource 
Center and many more to 
improve their facilities. 
Hoover also served on the 
Valley Partnership board 
of directors from 2009 to 
2014, playing an active role 
in keeping the organization 
relevant and successful in 
an industry environment 
rife with turmoil during the 
“Great Recession.”

Hoover now enjoys 
the opportunity to serve 
as “Chief” on the Senior 
Leadership Team for the 
Blue Blazer Squadron of the 
Fighter Country Partnership. 
His time as “Bravo Class” 
Honorary Commander for 
the 309th Fighter Squadron 
and now on to planning 
and leadership for the Blue 
Blazer Squadron is described 
as one of the most humbling 
and gratifying philanthropic 
endeavors he has ever had 
the honor to be a part of. 

He recalls many fond 
memories from his time 
with the 309th FS; the time-
honored traditions of fi ghter 
squadrons such as Roll Calls 
and Naming Ceremonies 
for new pilots, to the many 
family events that the 
Hoovers were invited to 
attend.

“I was struck by how 
openly they welcomed me 
and my family into their 
operation and activities and 
expressed that I was not 
an outsider but an offi cial 
member of the 309th “Wild 
Duck” family,” Hoover 
said.

Hoover takes every 
opportunity possible to 
enjoy his involvement with 
the Honorary Commander 
program and now with 

the Blue Blazers. He has 
attended Haboob Havoc, the 
overnight trip to the Barry 
Goldwater Range, Luke 
Days, March of the Fallen 
events, base tours, speed 
mentoring, wingman day, 
Fiesta Bowl Parade, change 
of command ceremonies, a 
refueling fl ight and many 
others. 

“I feel that this is a 
unique opportunity granted 
by our military and not to 
experience these would be 
tremendously unfortunate,” 
Hoover said. 

Ron Sites, president 
and executive director 
o f  F i g h t e r  C o u n t r y 
Partnership, describes 
Hoover’s dedication to the 
organization.

“Like most involved with 
FCP, I met Steve due to 
the Honorary Commander 
Alumni entering into the 
BBS program. It didn’t 
take long for me to identify 
with his personal passion 
for Luke AFB. Like many 
ambassadors, Steve lives 
in the Far East Valley…but 
you will fi nd Steve and his 
wife at almost everything 
they have the opportunity 
to support and attend. His 
dedication and commitment 
to the FCP cause made it 
very easy to pull Steve 
in closer for needed BBS 

leadership roles.”
He speaks often about 

how open and approachable 
the most senior of base 
leadership has been through 
his years of involvement and 
how they treat everyone with 
such respect and admiration. 
Hoover has been able to 
share his experiences with 
many in his personal and 
business life. This advocacy 
has garnered support for 
fundraising opportunities 
and instilled a deeper 
understanding of Luke 
Air Force Base and the 
tremendously important role 
it has within our community 
and nation’s military. 

Hoover  explained, 
“Creating lasting friendships 
with members of the 
squadron and specifically 
my Squadron Commander, 
L t .  C o l .  S t e p h a n e 
Wolfgeher, has been one 
of the most rewarding 
outcomes from my time as 
Honorary Commander. This 
experience has deepened my 
love and admiration for our 
fi ghting men and women and 
for the families who support 
them. It has truly changed 
a peripheral appreciation 
to a lifelong commitment 
to support and protect the 
military personnel, families 
and mission of our armed 
forces.”

Submitted photos
Steven Hoover in cockpit of a KC-135 during a mid-air 

refueling fl ight with the 137th Air Refueling Wing

HOOVER: lifetime aviation fan, From 12

Steven Hoover (left) alongside Bruce Larson, both 
Blue Blazers of Fighter Country Partnership, partici-
pate in the ”March of the Fallen” event sponsored 
by Verrado Golf Club. March of the Fallen (MOTF 
2016) is a 4.5-mile ruck-march through the White 
Tank Mountains dedicated to honoring our fallen 
brothers and sisters who gave the ultimate sacri-
fi ce during the war efforts of Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF), Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), and 
Operation New Dawn (OND).

Welcome to WoodSpring Suites: a hotel designed with the extended 
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their new home, or airmen on temporary duty; we’ve got everything 

you need to be productive or relax and unwind—including a kitchen 

in every room and free wi-fi. You can rely on us to provide you with a 

no-hassle experience in a comfortable, clean, well-equipped room—

all at rates that stay within your military budget.

10% OFF 
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Her Air Force calling 
started like many others who 
came before – speaking with 
a recruiter near her hometown 
in Washington. It was 2009 
and she was with her mother 
who had pulled her out of 
school under the disguise of 
having a day to spend time 
together; their fi rst stop was 
the AF recruiter’s offi ce.  

Before Staff Sgt. Rebecca 
Rains knew it she found 
herself in the delayed entry 
program patiently waiting on 

AF NCO dedicates four more years of service, re-enlists in deployed fashion

Photos courtesy U.S. Air Force
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Rebecca Rains, currently 
serving in the 380th Expeditionary Operations Sup-
port Sq. at an undisclosed location in Southwest Asia, 
recites the oath of enlistment being administered by 
her squadron commander and F-22 Raptor pilot, Lt. 
Col. August Pfl uger, March 3, 2017. The re-enlistment 
took place while conducting an air refueling in a KC-10 
Extender over Syria in support of Combined Joint Task 
Force-Operation Inherent Resolve. Pfl uger, who just 11 
minutes before the re-enlistment had completed his air 
tasking in Syria, administered the oath while receiving 
fuel from the KC-10 and over headset from his F-22 
Raptor. Rains re-enlisted for four years.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. August Pfl uger, 380th Expeditionary Operations Support 
Sq. commander and F-22 Raptor pilot, maneuvers a Raptor into position to re-
ceive fuel during an air refueling over Syria, March 3, 2017. During the refueling 
Pfl uger re-enlisted Staff Sgt. Rebecca Rains who was in a KC-10 Extender, next 
to the boom operator, while reciting the oath of enlistment over headset.

By 1ST LT. CLAY 
LANCASTER

380TH AIR 
EXPEDITIONARY WING 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

her job to come open before 
departing for Basic Military 
Training.  Her AF career has 
been anything but status quo 
since.

“I waited nine months for 
my slot to come open and I 
went off [in February 2010],” 
Rains said in a coffee shop 
near her deployed office. 
“Every experience I’ve had 
in the AF has been awesome 
and, for the most part, it’s the 
best decision I’ve ever made.  
I got to fl y in an F-16 during 
my fi rst enlistment which was 
the second coolest thing I’ve 
ever done.”

Fast-forward seven years 
and her energy and ambition 
as an Airman are stronger 

than ever while serving at an 
undisclosed location here in 
the region. Recently Rains 
was afforded the opportunity 
to take the oath of enlistment 
in a unique way – in a KC-
10 Extender, 30,000 feet 
over Syria and during an air 
refueling of an F-22 Raptor 
pilot.  

The pilot, Lt. Col. August 
P f l u g e r,  a d m i n i s t e r e d 
the oath and is the 380th 
Expeditionary Operations 
Support Sq. commander – 
Rains’ deployed unit.

“This was the coolest thing 
I’ve done (since joining),” 
Rains said. “So, I get on the 
headset and I’m talking to 
him and he shared with me 

some background about his 
mission prior to coming up 
for fuel.  He then said, ‘You 
ready to do this?’ and I said, 
‘Yep, let’s go.’ He started 
the oath and I was kind of 
nervous, so he had to repeat 
the fi rst part; but from there 
on out, it was smooth and 
I was able to thank him. 
Everything just lined up 
perfectly and the fact that he 
was able to do this was more 
meaningful to me.” 

Pfl uger administered the 
oath just 11 minutes after 
completing his tasking there 
in Syria. 

“SSgt Rains and her 
team had actually helped 
make the mission a success 
and participated in the 
development of this mission,” 
he said. “She’s an absolute 
superstar in a fi eld of really 
talented people.”

The refueling fl ight was 
nearly eight hours and the 
re-enlistment was at the very 
end of the mission, before the 
crew turned the tanker back 
towards its deployed home. 
According to Rains, she 
knew she wanted to re-enlist 
in a KC-10, but she never 
expected for things to fall in 
place the way they did. 

“I really like the Air Force 
and I’m very passionate about 
my job,” she said.  “People are 
motivated in different ways 
and being out here supporting 
real-world operations and 

seeing the impact that my 
job provides for the AOR 
internally motivates me. I 
feel lucky to have had this 
opportunity.”  

When asked about the 
uniqueness of this particular 
re-enlistment, Pfl uger shared 
his perspective. 

“This one was by far the 
most memorable because it 

involved a team in a very 
unique place. The Air Force 
is lucky to retain (Rains) for 
another four years and I was 
honored to be asked to do 
this,” he said. 

Rains intends to use her 
next enlistment to work 
toward complet ing her 
undergraduate education and 
earning a commission.
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Female pilot follows in mother’s boot steps

With childlike wonder, she 
watched as her mother pulled 
on a pair of combat boots. She 
witnessed her mother forge 
forward, knocking down walls 
that once stood to stall female 
progression. In the wake of 
that advancement, there was a 
maneuverable route the young 
girl could use to reach her own 
future goals. 

Capt. Jamie LaRivee, a 
21st Airlift Squadron C-17 
Globemaster III pilot, saw her 
mother as a role model, and 
watched her excel in an Air 
Force career, making LaRivee 
certain she would follow in her 
mother’s boot steps.

“She was in the fi rst class 
of women at the Air Force 
Academy,” LaRivee said. 
“That was a big piece of her 
life that shaped her completely, 
but it was also a big piece of 
my life, too.”

After LaRivee graduated 
high school, she mirrored her 
mother and attended the Air 
Force Academy, where she 
majored in operations research 
and minored in German. 

Her mother was a rarity 
as a female cadet in 1976. 
Similarly, today, LaRivee’s 
career fi eld is manned with just 
over 5 percent women. 

“Not every little girl 
grows up dreaming to be a 
pilot,” LaRivee said. “It’s 
not a common perception 
for women to be in fl ying in 
general, let alone for women 
to be in the military.”

While at the academy, 
she had an opportunity to 
fl y gliders. She recalled how 
she felt in control of her own 
exhilarating roller coaster ride. 
After that, she was committed 
to make it as an aviator.

“There are still biases 
out there, and sometimes 
there are people who make 
assumptions,” LaRivee said. 
“They’re not so sure you can 
be as qualifi ed as a male pilot, 
but that just makes you want 
to work even harder to show 
you’re just as capable.”

“In aviation, it doesn’t 
matter if you’re male or 
female- you’re a fl yer,” said 
Barbara Brewer, the 21st AS 
unit program coordinator. 
“Your gender doesn’t change 
that ability.”

The world of 2017 has 
progressed socially far beyond 
the views of 1976. 

“My mother faced a lot 
more challenges and a lot more 
barriers,” LaRivee said. “There 
were not as many women who 
had gone before her to pave the 
way to prove that women were 
just as capable as men, if they 
worked hard at it.”

LaRivee views her gender 
as a proud part of her identity. 
She is aware of the obstacles 
that being a female military 
member presents, and accepts 
them as an opportunity to excel 
beyond expectations. 

“You can’t pretend that 
we are built the exact same 
way as men. But, there are so 
many ways that we can, if not 
overcome it, become better,” 
LaRivee said.

Trials arise throughout a 
military career that tests a 

person’s confidence in their 
own ability. While flying a 
mission, LaRivee was part 
of a predominately female 
crew. She remembers a 
passenger looked inside the 
fl ight deck and was shocked 
that he had been unable to 
tell the difference in women 
fl ying the aircraft rather than 
men. This comment did not 
bring LaRivee to question 
her capacity as a woman, but 
rather solidifi ed her confi dence 
in her skill.

“If you face challenges, 
don’t let them get you down, let 
them inspire you to do better,” 
LaRivee said. “There are so 
many women in aviation who 
have done amazing things, and 
there have always been people 
who doubted them.”

In a 1996 speech made by 
LaRivee’s mother, the message 
of femininity in the military 
rang out. 

“One of  the biggest 
challenges of being a woman 
in the military has and will 
continue to be balancing 
strength with sensitivity, 
confidence with humility,” 
said retired Lt. Col. Marianne 
LaRivee, in a speech for the 
Senior Executives Symposium 
Spouses Program. “We 
want to show that we can 
do our jobs well, while also 
staying true to ourselves as 
women - daughters, sisters 
and mothers. That we can 
do what our country asks 
of us, while also living up 
to the cultural expectations 
and responsibilities of our 
gender.”

The Air Force perseveres in 
its commitment for a brighter, 
more diverse future. 

“We’ve made a lot of 
progress in the last 40 years,” 
LaRivee said. “The social 
norms have improved so much 
in our favor as women in the 
military.”

This feature is part of the "Through Airmen's Eyes" series. These stories focus 
on individual Airmen, highlighting their Air Force story.

By SENIOR AIRMAN 
SAM SALOPEK

349TH AIR MOBILITY 
WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

U.S.S. Arizona memorialized at 
Glendale main library branch

On the lawn at the Glendale Main Library 
at 59th Avenue and West Brown Street stands 
a bronze-colored obelisk, surrounded by fi ve 
welded steel trees, which pay tribute to military 
veterans. A mermaid, fl anked by saguaro cacti, 
adorns one side of the obelisk. On another are 
scraps of jagged metal and series of steel rings. 
And on a third is an inscription, “On Sunday, 
December 7, 1941, the fi rst wave of Japanese 
military aircraft attacked Pearl Harbor at 
7:55am....”

The installation is a memorial to the U.S.S. 
Arizona and its fate as the infamous enemy 

ambush catapulted the United States into World 
War II. The mermaid represents a silver tea 
service presented to the ship’s captain by the 
State of Arizona in 1916. The shards of metal 
had once formed a potato locker in the ship's 
galley. The steel rings were taken from the 
fl agpole on a memorial erected over the ship’s 
wreckage at Pearl Harbor.

One hundred years after it steamed out of 
the Navy shipyard in Brooklyn, N.Y. and 75 
years after Japanese bombers blew it apart, the 
U.S.S. Arizona lives on in the state that gave it 
its name.

Photo courtesy City of Glendale

U.S. Air Force photo/
Senior Airman Sam Salopek

Capt. Jamie LaRivee
21st Airlift Squadron C-17 

Globemaster III pilot

OPEN:
Mon-Sun: 9-5
��������������

(Closed 
Thanksgiving
& Christmas) 

Members: FREE! • Gen: $6.95
5-11 yrs: $1.95 • 4 yrs & under: FREE!

RARE Messerschmitt 
109G among vintage 
aircraft & displays!

Large collection of 
flyable WWII airplanes

Located between 
Williams & the south rim 
of the Grand Canyon!

OVER 40 AIRCRAFT & DISPLAYS!

Me-109G 

Convair 240Douglas RB-26

WWW.PLANESOFFAME.ORG

Planes of Fame, Valle ~ (928) 635-1000
755 Mustang Way, Valle-Williams, AZ 86046 (30 miles north of Williams on Hwy 64)

Members: FREE! •
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Heroes, Hot Rods and Doo-Wop, a concert featuring 
music of our great American past, will be paying 
tribute to the men and women in our armed forces, law 
enforcement, fi refi ghters and to those who gave their 
all. All proceeds from raffl es go to the 100 Club and 
wounded warriors.

The concert, set for May 13, will feature the fabulous 
Acchords, the east coast’s No. 1 Doo-wop group, and 

Frank Pizzaro, 
former lead 
singer of the 
Platters, plus 
special guest, Al Raitano a Valley favorite 
for many years. The concert will be held 
at Valley Vista Performing Arts Center, 
15550 N. Parkview Place, Surprise. There 
are two performances planned: 2 and 6 
p.m.

For ticket information, visit www.
jerryjpresents.com, or call 623-764-0814.

Acchords

Heroes, Hot Rods and Doo-Wop

Al Raitano

Frank Pizzaro

Building stronger communities through 
our support of local nonprofits.

HOPE.
Delivering

srpnet.com/community

RR0212 3x8 6_2015_FCP SRP.indd   1 6/5/15   8:05 AM

Wings of  Fr e edom Tour

Tour through and fly in the legendary B-17 Flying Fortress, B-24 Liberator, B-25 Mitchell full dual control P-51 Mustang. 
Walk-through tours are $15 for adults and $5 children 12 yrs. and younger. 30-minute bomber flights are $450. P-51 

Mustang Flight Training is $2200 for half hour and $3200 for a full hour (world’s only full dual control P-51C Mustang). 
B-25 flights are $400. *Dates / Locations subject to change. Check our web site for current information.

CW16584 6x8 3_2017_FCP Wings of Freedom.indd   1 3/1/17   1:21 PM
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COURTESY
CHEVROLET

(602) 814-0265 • COURTESYCHEV.COM
1233 E. Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ 85014

COURTESY
CHEVROLET

FREE OIL CHANGE
ON GM VEHICLES
FOR VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY
EVERY FRIDAY!*

As a veteran who served honorably, I understand the 
challenges we face upon our return home.

Getting back into our normal routine can be difficult; we 
are here to help make your next vehicle purchase a hassle 
free experience. We would like to offer our services to our 
veterans and active military personnel during your next 
vehicle purchase. 

*This offer is on GM products only.  We apologize but we are unable to deliver Non-GM Free oil changes at our high standards. Maximum 5 quarts of oil, Diesel and synthetic oil additional cost.  See dealer for details.

We roll out the red carpet treatment 
every Friday for our Retired & Active 
Military personal and offer them free 
oil changes to show our appreciation. 

We are the #1 USAA Chevrolet Dealer in the State
COURTESY CHEVROLET  | SAVINGS COUPON COURTESY CHEVROLET  | SAVINGS COUPON

NEW VEHICLE SPECIAL OFFER PRE-OWNED SPECIAL OFFER

GM SUPPLIER PRICING 
FOR ALL VETERANS

+ $75 Documentation fee

OFF ON ALL
USED CARS$500

*Cannot be combined with any offers. See Courtesy Chevrolet for more details. *Cannot be combined with any offers. See Courtesy Chevrolet for more details.
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Al though  Chuck 
Pierce has retired as its 
director, the Glendale 
Community College 
Veteran Services Cen-
ter is still operating on 
the college campus. In 
fact, veterans now have 
a new service center on 
campus that was dedi-
cated March 24.

GCC is ranked eighth 
in the nation among 
veteran-friendly two-
year colleges. The GCC 
veteran services center 
bills itself as a “one-
stop” service for veter-
ans who want to pursue 
education.

Named a Veteran Sup-
portive Campus by the 
Veterans Administra-
tion, the veteran services 
center can help veterans 
transition from military 
life to the academic en-
vironment, get academic 
support and move into a 
civilian career.

GCC Interim Presi-
dent Teresa Leyba Ruiz, 

GCC to dedicate new veteran services center March 24
By CAROLYN DRYER

EDITOR

Development Director 
Frances Mateo, who has 
been with the college 27 
years, and Interim Vice 
President of Student Af-
fairs Monica Castaneda 
gave a tour of the new 
center last week as a 
preview of the grand 
opening.

Castaneda said there 

are more than 800 vet-
erans enrolled in the 
center. They bring their 
families with them when 
they enroll, and the new 
center is a major im-
provement over the 
small building that has 
delivered services since 
2010, and there was one 
staff member.

Leyba Ruiz said the 
center serves veterans 
from all confl icts, “and 
their family members 
as well.” 

Veterans can transfer 
their education benefi ts 
to relatives. Leyba Ruiz 
recalled one veteran who 
transferred his benefi ts 
to his daughter.

“It was a beautiful 
expression of a father’s 
love for his daughter,” 
she said.

The demand has far 
outgrown the facility, 
and Leyba Ruiz said, 
“We had to fi nd an al-
ternative, an option. So, 
we scraped together the 
capital resources and 

invested. The decision 
to expand was the right 
decision.”

An additional fact 
that makes the invest-
ment worth it – GCC’s 
veteran students are 58 
percent more likely to 
graduate in three years, 
compared to GCC’s 
overall student body, 
Castaneda said.

Advisors at the center 
are veterans themselves. 
They can help plan an 
academic path, identify 
federal and state benefi t 
options, and connect 
with veteran services on 
campus and in the sur-
rounding community.

The VSC can help 
veterans:

• Choose and register 
for classes 

• Plan your degree 
• Complete fi nancial 

aid forms 
• Understand tuition 

and book deferment op-
tions 

• Explore civilian 
career options, career 
counseling and job 

Photo courtesy GCC
The new Glendale Community College Veteran Services Center was dedicated March 24.

MORE CENTER ON 20
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Brooks Realty & Advisory Group, Ben F. Brooks III - Broker

877-468-9937
AZ40AcreRanches.com

Low Down, No Qualifying Financing
Find out More - Call Today!

Federal
42%

State
13%

Indian
27%

PRIVATE
18%

40-Acre Ranches
from only $39,900
High Desert Ranches resembling North Scottsdale at a fraction 
of the price! Only 18% of Arizona’s land is available for private 
ownership and a fraction of that is actually for sale.Developer 
now offering 10% down, No Qualifying Financing and No Closing 
Costs! Between Kingman and Lake Havasu City off I-40 at Exit 
25

Invest in Your Future.
Invest in Land.

“They stopped making land along time ago...
but the world keeps making more people!”

–Ben F. Brooks III Arizona Real Estate Broker
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In 2013, Glendale City 
Council was advised by 
the city’s Department of 
Public Works staff that 
operations at the Glendale 
Municipal Landfill “South 
Area” were approaching 
capacity and a projected 
Year 2017 closure of the 
southern portion of the 
landfill was eminent.

Glendale city leaders 
moved forward and ap-
proved a plan that called 
for the seamless transition-
ing of all landfill operations 
from the near-capacity 
south area to the landfill’s 
north area, without im-
pacting service levels to 
landfill customers. 

The transition plan also 
involved the removal of 
the original administration 
building, heavy equipment 
maintenance canopy and 
outdated scale house, all 
of which had exceeded 
their useful life and the 
construction of new and 
updated facilities in the 
northwestern section of 
Glendale's landfill. 

The $4.6 million Mu-
nicipal Landfill Facili-

Photo by Bette Sharpe/Glendale Daily Planet 
Municipal Landfill Facilities Improvement Project, Feb. 27, 2017, ribbon cutting celebration. Glendale City 
Councilmembers, Jamie Aldama, Ray Malnar, Joyce Clark, Lt Col Hayle Wihongi, Deputy Commander, 
56th Mission Support Group, Luke Air Force Base, Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers, Councilmember Bart 
Turner, Jack Friedline, Director Public Works Department, City of Glendale,representatives from Maricopa 
Association of Governments and the Solid Waste Association of America (SWANA), and leaders from 
the cities of Surprise, Peoria, Avondale, Goodyear, Phoenix and El Mirage. Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers 
thanked all those to who helped to make the new facility a reality with a heartfelt, “Well done.” 

Glendale Municipal Landfi ll serves city and Luke AFB
By BETTE SHARPE 

GLENDALE DAILY PLANET    

ties Improvement Project 
broke ground in February 
2015 and was completed 
in January 2017. The proj-
ect consisted of the design 
and construction of a new 
administration building, a 
high-tech scale house and 
an equipment maintenance 
building. 

Additional site im-
provements included re-
location of the existing 
69 kV APS power lines, 

construction of a new 
main entrance roadway, 
the installation of new 
roadway approaches to the 
new scale house, roadway 
drainage enhancements, a 
new public drop-off area 
for recyclable materials, 
new directional signa-
gem and the installation 
of additional access road 
lighting. 

In September 2016, 
Glendale entered into an 

intergovernmental agree-
ment with Luke Air Force 
Base to collect refuse and 
recyclable materials. Those 
materials are taken to the 
Glendale landfill. This has 
an approximate value to 
the city of $184,000. Ad-
ditionally, the recyclable 
materials from Luke Air 
Force Base will go to the 
Materials Recovery Fa-
cility, which is an added 
value to the city. If Glen-

dale did not have its land-
fill, the city would have to 
pay more than $2 million 
in fees to haul and dump 
trash and waste materials 
to a different location.

 
Phase I: 

Administration building 
The 4,368-square-foot 

administration building 
provides larger, updated 
staff workplace and offic-
es, including ADA accom-

modations. New features 
include large restrooms 
with locker storage and 
showers, a training and 
break room, and a confer-
ence room equipped with 
a large screen monitor, Wi-
Fi and video conferencing 
capability.

 
Phase II: Scale house 
The new 784-square-

foot scale house facility 
features two inbound and 
two out bound scales, in-
cluding one equipped with 
high-tech attend-free wire-
less weighting software 
system and two out-bound 
scales (one bi-directional 
scale and one multi-axle 
vehicle scale) with drive-
up service windows, a 
digital scale system, traffic 
lights and automatic gates 
to accommodate large vol-
umes of customers. 

 
Phase III: Equipment 
maintenance building 

The new 5,249-square-
foot covered and enclosed 
maintenance facility was 
specially designed to ac-
commodate CAT Compac-
tors and track vehicles and 
features two heavy-duty 

MORE LANDFILL ON 22

West Resthaven
Funeral Home
6450 W. Northern Ave.

Glendale, AZ 85301

623-939-8394

Chapel of the
Chimes Mortuary
7924 N. 59th Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85301

623-937-9297

Please request your FREE Veterans Planning Guide and 
companion DVD today from the providers below. Learn 
about Veteran’s death and burial benefits offered by 
the U.S. Government and how you could save 10% on 
funeral and burial-related services not covered by the 
government.

Get the correct information about the benefits you have earned.
Call to receive free brochure: 10 Things All Veterans Should Know...

Our commitment to the 
community will never equal 
that of the men  and women 
that have taken up arms in 

defense of our country. 
Thank you for your service. 

VETERANS DISCOUNT 10% OFF

CW15761 3x8 6_2016 FCP CotC_Resthaven.indd   1 6/8/16   12:38 PM

Hospice of the Valley
offers more than end-of-life care

Palliative care – chronic conditions
Dementia care – all stages, plus caregiver support

Specialties – pulmonary, cancer, pediatric, perinatal, 
bicultural care

Community grief support
Senior Placement Service – options for senior care

Living wills

���� ����

(602) 530-6900 • hov.org
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Luke Air Force Base community
and all military families

 Larry H. Miller Avondale Volkswagen supporting the

for over 20 years.

Military discounts available.

10205 West Papago Freeway,  Avondale, AZ
623.215.1600 | larrymillervolkswagen.com

Luke Air Force Base community
and all military families

 Larry H. Miller Avondale Volkswagen supporting the

for over 20 years.

Military discounts available.

10205 West Papago Freeway,  Avondale, AZ
623.215.1600 | larrymillervolkswagen.com
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equipment work bays with steel-plated 
approaches and four overhead retractable 
entry/exit doors, an exterior wash-down 
area, large tool and storage areas, and 
overhead crane for large heavy equipment 
maintenance and external recycled fluids 
storage/extraction area.

Glendale Public Works Director Jack 
Friedline said in his welcome remarks to 
open the celebration, “These improve-
ments will help us achieve three princi-

pal goals: 1. Improved customer service: 
reduced wait times for our residents and 
business customers entering and leaving 
the landfill; 2. Employee focus: We've 
transitioned staff from lean-to’s and 
trailers to a state-of-the art equipment 
maintenance facility and administration 
building; 3. The addition of significant 
life to the landfill and ensured seam-
less transition from the south cell to the 
north cell.” 

Photo by Bette Sharpe/Glendale Daily Planet 
Lt Col Hayle Wihongi, Deputy Commander, 56th Mission Support Group, Luke 
Air Force Base and Glendale, signs the Municipal Landfill Facilities Improve-
ment Project welcome board, with Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers looking on,  at 
the Feb. 27 ribbon-cutting for the facility. 
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*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*,
RESERVE, GUARD, MILITARY RETIREES

& ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS
5 Day Dept. of Labor TAP Employment

Workshop held Monthly
SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Tr ansition Services (Active Duty to Civilian) 

o Mandatory Separation\Retirement Preseperation Counseling 
o Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor 
TAP Employment Workshop 
o Employment Assistance 
o Annual Career Fair 
o SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop 
o Higher Education Training 
o Resume Writing and Federal Employment Workshops

•  Discovery Center - Resources for relocation, transition, employment, 
housing, schools, and more!

•  AMVETS – Provides medical records screening and assistance with VA 
disability claims

• P ersonal Development Information & Resources 
o Like us on Facebook: Luke A&FRC

• Military & Family Life Counselor 
   Assistance
•  Financial Counseling Education
•  Relocation & Sponsorship Services
•  School Liaison Officer - Addresses 

educational issues involving 
military children and 
youth in the local 
school community

AIRMAN & FAMILY
READINESS CENTER

Contact us for further information: (623) 856-6550
Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”
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Are you a veteran seeking 

S U R P R I S E 
R E S O U R C E  
C E N T E R  
C A N  H E L P !

Learn more: www.surpriseaz.gov/resourcecenter  /  623.222.1600

The Surprise Resource Center helps 
veterans connect with the employment 
assistance services they need through  
the following programs:

VETERAN JOB CLUB 
Employment assistance, guest speakers  
and networking

VETERAN EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE 
Veteran Employment Representatives from 
the VA and DES visit the resource center 
weekly

employment?

Plus, Surprise Resource Center offers  
connections to a variety of social services!

 » Employment Assistance
 » Food & Nutrition Resources
 » Eviction Prevention
 » Utility Assistance
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GRAND
APRIL 1ST 10AM - 2PMOpening

Model Home Tours • Free Balloon Rides
Bounce House •  Free Food • Door Prizes

(480) 378-3400
BellagoHomes.com

14759 W. Alexandria Way | Surprise

RSVP for Hot Air Balloon “Fast Pass”
BellagoHomes.com/grandopen

Map data ©2017 Google 2000 ft 

14759 W Alexandria Way
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Above, and below left, U.S. Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Douglas Casperson, 
builder, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Five, a Peoria native, builds a wall 
during the construction of a classroom at Ban Nong Mung school, Rayong, 
Thailand, during exercise Cobra Gold, Jan. 30, 2017. Cobra Gold, in its 36th 
iteration, focuses on humanitarian civic action, community engagement, and 
medical activities to support the needs and humanitarian interest of civilian 
populations around the region. 

Photos by Cpl. Wesley Timm, U.S. Marine Corps

Foreign aid up close and personal

Fully supervised activities

DES
ELIGIBLE

Ages
3–12

• Field Trips
• Computers
• Arts & Crafts
• Games
• Sports

and accessible
to more
families!

•   Swimming
• Drama & Music
• Academic                                

Enrichment
• Daily Lessons

Join us for early registration on 

April 29th •  9 a.m.–12 p.m.
RECEIVE EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNTS ON THIS DAY ONLY!

AgesAgesAgesAges
3–123–123–12

Monday – Friday
7 a.m.–5 p.m.

$160 a week
 All Inclusive

• DISCOUNTS FOR SIBLINGS,

 HERITAGE & MILITARY FAMILIES

• FREE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, & SNACKS

• HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS

AgesAges
3–123–123–123–12
AgesAgesAgesAges
3–123–123–123–12

SUMMER

CAMP
SUMMERSUMMER
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CAMPCAMPCAMP
RUN BY AFTER SCHOOL SUCCESS, LLC.

ELIGIBLEELIGIBLE
and accessible

Monday – Friday
–5 p.m.

 a week
ll Inclusive

 FOR SIBLINGS,

 HERITAGE & MILITARY FAMILIES

 BREAKFAST, LUNCH, & SNACKS

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS

May 22nd

July 14th
to

Ages
3–12

Fully supervised activitiesFully supervised activities
• Field Trips
• Computers
• Arts & Crafts
• Games
• Sports

CAMPCAMPCAMPCAMPCAMPCAMP
RUN BY AFTER SCHOOL SUCCESS, LLC.

RUN BY AFTER SCHOOL SUCCESS, LLC.

6805 N. 125th Ave., Glendale • (623) 742-3956 •  HESGlendale.org
A C A D E M Y

GLENDALE CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E A C A D E M Y

WILIAMS CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E
A C A D E M Y

E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E
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HAPPY HOUR: 11-6pm DAILY 

 

BREAKFAST    
LUNCH - DINNER 

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 

PEORIA 
24762 N LAKE PLEASANT PKWY 

623.566.1515  

N. PHOENIX 
4717 E BELL ROAD 

602.788.7134 

20% MILITARY DISCOUNT 

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR MILITARY AND 

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE 
GOODYEAR 

 1800 N LITCHFIELD ROAD 
623.536.9000 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
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As part of a national leader in 
rehabilitation, HealthSouth Valley 
of the Sun Rehabilitation Hospital 
is honored to support veterans and 
current military from our community.

We Are Proud  
to Serve Those 

Who Serve  
Our Country

©2015 HealthSouth Corporation:1145501-02

13460 North 67th Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85304

623 878-8800

healthsouthvalleyofthesun.com

A Higher Level of Care®
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12170 N. El Mirage Rd.
El Mirage, AZ 85335
OPEN EVERYDAY

7:00 AM TO 9:00 PM
623.223.1382
www.fastandfriendlycarwash.com

Email: info@fastandfriendlycarwash.com

FREE
CAR WASH

FOR ALL ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY!!
Every Tuesday at our El Mirage location

$2 MAIL IN REBATE WITH RECEIPT

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
3 BUG BUSTER  3 TOP BLASTER 

3 UNDERBODY  FLUSH  3 WHEEL BLASTERS

3 DOUBLE  WHEEL BRITE  3 DOUBLE  SPOT FREE RINSE
4 TRIPLE FOAM   4   TEFLON PROTECTION

3 FREE  DASH TOWEL  3 FREE  AIR FRESHENER

$9.99
Our Best

Value!

Ø
SHELL

GAS STATION

WALGREENS
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FREE vacuums!
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Annual
Luke Shoot-Out
Golf Tournament

thPresenting
Sponsor

36
Photo: Sgt. Nathan Estrada, U.S. Army

Supporting Sponsor
Benefiting Operation Warmheart

Only $115 per golfer!

Registration fee includes:
Green Fees!

Golf Cart!
Goodie Bag!

After Tournament Lunch! 

Tournament Features
- 4 Person Scramble, 3 Flights
- 4 Hole in One Contests for Prizes 

   Hole in One
Sponsored By:

- 4 Closest to the Pin Contests
- Putting Contest
- Proximity Challenge Hole

Friday, April 7
Falcon Dunes Golf Course 
15100 W. Northern Avenue, Waddell, AZ 85355 
Check In: 6:30 am  Shotgun Start: 7:30 am

Stay Connected 
Register Online at www.glendaleazchamber.org

CW16606 3x8 3_2017_FCP Glendale Chamber.indd   1 3/6/17   7:32 AM

6805 N. 125th Ave., Glendale • (623) 742-3956 •  HESGlendale.org

ENROLLING NOW: 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR
A C A D E M Y

GLENDALE CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E A C A D E M Y

WILIAMS CAMPUS
E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E
A C A D E M Y

E L E M E N T A R Y

H E R I T A G E

 Full-Day Kindergarten
 Free Before- and After-School Care
 Free Breakfast
 Low Student-to-Teacher Ratio
 Private School Environment
 Free Transportation

 Rigorous Academics Paired with 
 Character Education

 Championship-Winning Athletic Department 
 Special Classes: Computer, PE, Music, 

 and Art
 Extracurricular Activities and Sports

K-8 PROGRAM FEATURES:
Building a Solid Foundation for Every Child

Heritage Elementary School

CW16609 6x8 3_2017_FCP Heritage.indd   1 3/8/17   8:29 AM
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Finances done the smart way
Everyone wants to be fi nancially sound, 

but that doesn’t just happen. The choices 
and priorities you make help determine your 
fi nancial success. Being fi nancially fi t means 
you have control of your money instead of it 
controlling you, which makes your fi nancial 
goals achievable. 

Create a spending plan
If you're not a fan of the word budget, 

you're not alone. That's where a spending 
plan (not a budget!) can help. You're making 
money and deserve to treat yourself once in 
a while, right? But you want to do so within 
reason. Here are some strategies to help you 
spend smarter:

1. Figure your discretionary income. 
Calculate the costs you have each month that 
do not change: rent/mortgage payment, car 
payment, insurance, electricity and groceries 
(use an average cost). Subtract this amount 
from your monthly take-home pay. What is 
left is your discretionary income — money 
to use at your discretion. 

2. Look to the future. Having big goals 
in mind (vacation, new furniture, pay off 
student loans) will give you motivation to 
reach your goal.

3. Pay yourself fi rst. With a spending 
plan, it's true you have the choice on how 
to spend your money, but fi nancial experts 
recommend "spending" some on yourself 
right away by putting money into your 
savings account each month. Have a certain 
amount automatically transferred from your 
checking to savings each month; it's easy 
and painless. 

4. List your needs and wants. If your 

car is due for an oil change and it's your 
child's birthday, those expenses likely need 
to come ahead of purchasing the latest 
smartphone. Your goal should be to spend 
wisely each month without having to reach 
for a credit card. Credit card debt is not part 
of a spending plan, unless it's something you 
can pay off in full the following month. 

5. Keep tabs on your spending. Part of 
spending wisely is tracking your expenses, 
and noticing if you have funds available for 
a special treat or for saving. 

Most people have never received fi nancial 
education so it’s important to seek sound 
fi nancial advice from a trusted source. With 
its history fi rmly rooted in serving military 
families, Credit Union West has used its 
unique leadership position to provide 
support to the Base and its neighboring 
communities.

Recently, Credit Union West, alongside 
several community organizations, supported 
the Military Saves Week Financial Expo 
presented by the Fighter Country Foundation. 
All the agencies came together because they 
understand the importance of financial 
education and the positive impact it has 
on military families and their futures. In 
addition, together with the Airmen and 
Family Readiness Center, Credit Union West 
conducts two of the required four hours of 
financial education during FTAC. They 
equip young airmen with the tools necessary 
to make sound fi nancial decisions, such as 
the ones above. The goal is to provide basic 
education to minimize the missteps that can 
so easily divert families from achieving 
fi nancial success. 

Local Coverage
Where You Work,
Play & Live
Keep up with all the latest news, shopping and service
specials, education, sports, new businesses, community
events, politics, features, job openings, cars and homes
for sale and so much more.

Get 52 weekly issues for just $25
Renew your subscription now for $20, Seniors $15

To advertise or subscribe call 623-842-6000

The Glendale Star
glendalestar.com
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Hyundai

HYUNDAI SERVICE
SUPER SAVER... $PEND:
$150 - $200………..Get $20 OFF!
$201 - $250…………Get $25 OFF!
$251 - $300…………Get $30 OFF!
$301- $400…………Get $40 OFF!
$400 or MORE……Get $50 OFF!

EARNHARDT HYUNDAI

“NO BULL”   SINCE 1951

SCHEDULING 623-388-5858 or EarnhardtHyundai.com

10401 W. PAPAGO FWY. AVONDALE, AZ 85323

*Not valid with any other offer. Must present this at time of purchase. Limit 1 /
person. Offer does not apply to prior purchase. Other restrictions may apply. Valid at 
Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale. Offer herein Exp 07/31/17 

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$59 10%95

*Must present coupon at time of write up. May not be combined with 
any other offer or special. Up to 5 quarts. Synthetic oil slightly higher. 
valid at Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale. Limit 1 per customer. 
Tax and environmental fees extra. Exp 07/31/17 

CABIN FILTER
AND AIR FILTER

* Tax & environmental fees extra. Not valid with any other offer. Must present this at 
time of purchase.Limit 1 /person. Offer does not apply to prior purchase. Other restric-  
tions may apply. Offer herein Exp 07/31/17 . valid at Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale.

Installed

INCLUDES:
Complimentary multi-point

inspection,  wash & vacuum.

$2495

Mon: Senior Day
Tues: Armed Forces Day
(active duty or retired ID required)
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Max discount $100.OFF

(I-10 & 99th Avenue, in the Avondale Automall)

GET A FREE OIL CHANGE
BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH FREE

Schedule an Appointment today! 623-388-5858
or on-line at EarnhardtHyundai.com

TRANSMISSION
SERVICE

**Must present coupon at time of arrival/write-up. Not valid with any other coupon or special. Price plus taxes and applicable 
fees Prices may vary by model. Coupon has no cash value.  Valid only at Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale. Exp 07/31/17

$25O
F
F
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LOOKING TO SETTLE IN ARIZONA?  
Then best get the FULL protection of an owners title policy! 

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED with offices statewide 

 WE’RE YOUR LOCAL TITLE AGENCY! 

WWW.PTAAZ.COM 
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BLOOM

Discover the NEW PANDORA Spring Collection at:

15350 W McDowell Rd • Goodyear, AZ
623.925.1815 • OsborneJewelersInc.com

CW16615 3x8 3_2017_FCP Osborne.indd   1 3/8/17   8:53 AM

antique mall
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Arizona Department of State receives Ariz. 
Veteran Supportive Employer designation

Arizona’s Department of 
State has joined the growing 
list of employers granted 
the designation of Arizona 
Veteran Supportive Employer 
(AVSE).  Secretary of State 
Michele Reagan initiated the 
process to become a part of the 
Arizona Roadmap to Veteran 
Employment in 2016.

The Roadmap is a statewide 
plan that engages public and 
private sector organizations 
with a goal of connecting 
service members, veterans and 
their families to employment 
opportunities, training & 

resources. The effort is funded 
in part by the Governor’s Offi ce 
of Youth, Faith and Family. 
The Department of Veterans’ 
Services and the Coalition for 
Military Families are the lead 
implementation partners.

“We’re honored to be a part 
of the AVSE network and will 
continue our effort to prioritize 
the hiring of veterans,” Reagan 
said. “Former members of 
our armed services have 
unique leadership skills 
that consistently benefit the 
workplace. They’ve answered 
the call to defend freedom 

and spread democracy 
throughout the world and we 
intend to honor that service 
by making sure they have 
every opportunity to find a 
new career with the state of 
Arizona.”

Under the direction of 
Reagan, the Arizona State 
Library, Archive and Public 
Records Division has also 
developed www.azlibrary.gov/
Jobline, which lists available 
library and information 
science positions in libraries, 
archives, museums and records 
management.

Maricopa Community Col leges Foundation 
announces acquisition of The Veterans Directory

To expand its long history of supporting 
veterans and their transition from military to 
civilian life, Maricopa Community Colleges 
Foundation has acquired the Veterans 
Directory (TVD), a comprehensive resource 
of organizations that assist veterans. This 
acquisition supports the foundation’s on-
going support of the 650,000 veteran men and 
women who are current Arizona citizens.

The foundation launched the Veteran 
Success Project in 2015, an initiative to raise 
$14 million dollars to provide veterans with 
the necessities to successfully transition from 
military to civilian life. Since its launch in 2015, 
the project has raised more than $600,000 and 
has funded the West Valley Veteran’s Center, 
scheduled to complete in May 2017. The center 
will provide assistance to veterans in fi nding 
affordable housing and transportation, as well 
as counseling support for career, education and 

health care services.
TVD was launched in 2015 in Phoenix 

to provide access to a comprehensive, free 
online directory that empowers veterans and 
their families with online health and wellness, 
education, employment, and entrepreneurial 
resources without requiring a login or 
password.

The two organizations share a common 
mission to support veterans as they begin 
the life-long transition from military service 
into civilian life. By joining forces, both 
organizations can provide even greater 
support to veterans, offering more pathways 
to success.   

Learn more about the foundation’s 
Veteran Success Project at https://mcccdf.
org/fundraising/veteran-success-project/ 
and The Veterans Directory at https://www.
theveteransdirectory.org/.

Get 52 weekly issues for just $25
Renew your subscription now for $20, Seniors $15

To advertise or subscribe call 623-842-6000

Peoria Times
peoriatimes.com

Looking for 
something to 

do with the 
kids?

Want to find this week’s
best shopping deals?

Curious about the latest
local developments?

We have you covered with locally
focused coverage of everything

from jobs, politics and education
to sports, shopping, dining,

entertainment and more.

CREDIT

HELP AHELP AHELP A
VETVETVET
AND TAKE THE

Empowering Diasabled American Veterans to 
lead  fuller lives with the aide of Service Dogs

Arizona 
State

Tax Credit
$400 Credit

Single or Head of Household

���� Credit
Married, Filing Jointly
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CREDIT
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H LET FREEDOM RING H

Youngtown proudly supports Luke Air Force Base
and those brave men and women putting
themselves in harm’s way protecting our

freedoms. Ongoing fulfillment of Luke’s mission
is critical to the region, the state and the nation.

YOUNGTOWNAZ.ORG
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The Wings of Freedom Tour 
of the WWII Vintage Boeing B-
17 Flying Fortress, Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator, North American 
B-25 Mitchell and P-51 Mustang 
will be visiting Goodyear, Deer 
Valley and Scottsdale April 10 
to 16..In honor of our WWII 
Veterans, the Collings Founda-
tion’s Wings of Freedom Tour 
brings extremely rare bomber and 
fighter aircraft for a local living 
history display as part of a 110-
city nationwide tour

Participating in the Collings 
Foundation’s Wings of Freedom 
Tour, B-17 Flying Fortress “Nine 
O Nine,” B-24 Liberator “Witch-
craft,” B-25 Mitchell “Tondelayo” 
bombers and P-51 Mustang “Tou-
louse Nuts” fighter, will fly into 
three Phoenix airports April 10 
to 16. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
visit, explore, and learn more 
about these unique and rare trea-
sures of WWII aviation history. 

The B-17 is one of only eight 
in flying condition in the United 
States. The B-24J Liberator is the 
sole remaining example of its type 
flying in the world. The B-25 is 
best known for being used in the 
daring Doolittle raid and the P-51 
“Toulouse Nuts” fighter recently 
received the 2016 Oshkosh Grand 
Champion Award for restoration. 

Visitors are invited to explore 
the aircraft inside and out - $15 for 
adults and $5 for children under 12 

is requested for access to up-close 
viewing and tours through the 
inside of the aircraft. Discounted 
rates for school groups. Visitors 
may also experience the once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to actually 
take a 30-minute flight aboard 
these rare aircraft. Flights on either 
the B-17 or B-24 are $450 per 
person. Get some “stick time” in 
the world’s greatest fighter. P-51 
flight training is $2,200 for a half 
hour and $3,200 for a full hour. 

B-25 flights are $400 per person. 
For reservations and information 
on flight experiences, call 800-
568-8924. 

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
will be on display at Goodyear 
Airport, April 10 to 12; Deer 
Valley Airport, April 12 to 14 
and Scottsdale Airport, April 14 
to 16.

The Collings Foundation is a 
501(c)3 non-profit educational 
foundation devoted to organizing 

“living history” events that allows 
people to learn more about their 
heritage and history through direct 
participation. The Nationwide 
Wings of Freedom Tour is cel-
ebrating its 28th year and visits an 
average of 110 cities in more than 
35 states annually. Since its start, 
tens of millions of people have 
seen the B-17, B-24, B-25 and P-
51 display at locations everywhere. 

The P-51 Mustang "Toulouse Nuts" fighter will fly into three 
Phoenix airports April 10 to 16.

Photos courtesy Wings of Freedom
Phil Makanna will fly in the B-24 Liberator "Witchcraft."

Wings of Freedom Tour lands in the Valley April 10

MORE WINGS ON 31

10-30%
OFF

Inside Units
With this coupon.

Not valid with any other offer.

NEED MORE SPACE?

LARGE COMMERCIAL SIZES • BOATS & RVs

10812 N. Bullard Ave., Surprise
623-584-1404 • gabrielaministorage.com

Gabriela Mini &
RV Storage

Bell Rd.

Cactus Rd.

Peoria Ave.Re
em
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d.
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lla
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A/C & Non A/C Units • 24 Hour Surveillance Cameras
Computer Controlled Security Gate • Units Are Fire Alarmed & Have Sprinklers

Units Are Burglar Alarmed • Free RV Dump Stations For Renters

Gabriela Mini &
RV Storage

NEW SPECIAL
$3800

per month
5’ x 10’

Non A/C Unit
Not valid with any other offer.

Plus An Additional

10% OFF
For Active
Military

Personnel
Must show Military ID
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All Those  Who Have Served and 
Sacrificed for Our Country in the

Name of Freedom and Democracy
Thank you for your service to Honor, Duty and Country!

 

 

 

January 11th & 12th 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

 

$5 daily , Under 12 free 

For more in format ion ca l l  623 -935 -9040  or  v is i t  www. l i tchf ie ld -park.org  

 

 

Sunday, January 19th  
3PM-5PM 

Big Pete Pearson 

Sunday, February 9th 
3PM-5PM 

The Swingtips 

Sunday, March 16th 
4PM-6PM 
VeeRonna 

Friday, April 11th 
7PM-9PM 

Thaddeus Rose Band 
Season Finale 

Registration opens at 6:30 a.m. 
Derby runs from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Must provide own equipment & bait. 

Youth (15 & Under) - $4.00 per pole 
Adults (16 & Over) - $6.00 per pole 

 
TROPHIES 
& PRIZES 

AWARDED! 

Featured Performer Tony Duncan 
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Adults (16 & Over) - $6.00 per pole 

 
TROPHIES 
& PRIZES 

AWARDED! 

Featured Performer Tony Duncan 
The Litchfield Park City Council joins the

community in recognizing and celebrating

The Litchfield Park City Council joins the 
community in honoring

Luke Days 2014 

 

 
The City of Litchfield Park 

Proudly Supports 
Luke Air Force Base 

Celebrating Community Spirit … 
   National Pride 

Mayor: Councilmembers: 
Thomas L. Schoaf Tim Blake         
Vice Mayor: Peter Mahoney  
Paul J. Faith Paul Stucky 

All Who Have Served and Are 
Presently Serving

Thank you for your service to Honor, Duty and Country!

John Romack
Jeff Raible
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Insist on Auto Service that is…  
Guaranteed Nationwide 

 12 Months or 12,000 Miles
13127 W. Glendale Ave.

Next to Pizza Hut • SW Corner of Dysart & Glendale

(623) 536-9974

  
 

COYOTE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

www.CoyoteTire.com
M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00

The Card For Your Car
*6 MONTHS, NO INTEREST

See Store for Complete Details.

 

(623) 299-8214

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$  

*Most cars & light trucks. With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 6/21/17

99* Up to 5 Quarts oil, oil  
 

Plus FREE brake inspection19

$ 9929
 

OFF*$20 Front End Alignment

Must present coupon at time of purchase.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 3/22/17
*

with purchase of two or more tires 

A/C Check
Freon Extra

ALIGNMENT

premium 
filter & chassis lube (if applicable)

25% Discount on Parts
and Labor

On any service or repair work. Must present coupon. Does not
apply to other specials. Max value $50. Expires 6/21/17

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Not valid with
any other offer. Expires 6/21/17

SPECIAL OFFER

AIR CONDITIONING

NEW REWARDS PROGRAM
Earn cash back to use towards future automotive service

FREE
Shuttle
Service

CW16511  3x4 3_2017 FCP Coyote Tire.indd   1 2/9/17   8:55 AM
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The Wings of Freedom Tour is 
one of the most extraordinary 
and unique interactive traveling 
historical displays of its kind.

The Wings of Freedom Tour 
travels the nation as a flying 
tribute to the flight crews who 
flew them, the ground crews who 
maintained them; the workers who 
built them, the soldiers, sailors 
and airmen they helped protect; 
and the citizens and families that 
share the freedom they helped 
preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 & B-24 were 
the backbone of the American 
effort during the war from 1942 
to 1945 and were famous for 
their ability to sustain damage 
and still accomplish the mission. 
Despite the risks of anti-aircraft 
fire, attacking enemy fighters, 
and the harrowing environment 
of sub-zero temperatures, many 
B-17s, B-25s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews home. The 
P-51 Mustang was affectionately 
known as the bombers’ “Little 

Friend” – saving countless crews 
from attacking axis fighters. Af-
ter the war, many aircraft were 
scrapped for their raw aluminum 
to rebuild a nation in post-war 
prosperity and, therefore, very few 
were spared. 

The rarity of the B-17, B-25, 
B-24 and P-51, and their impor-
tance to telling the story of WWII, 
is why the Collings Foundation 
continues to fly and display the 
aircraft nationwide. At each lo-
cation, local veterans and their 
families are encouraged to visit 
and share their experiences and 
stories with the public. For avia-
tion enthusiasts, the tour provides 
an opportunity for the museum 
to come to the visitor and not the 
other way around. 

Visitors can find out more by 
visiting www.collingsfoundation.
org.

For more information, e-mail 
Hunter Chaney, director of mar-
keting: hchaney@collingsfounda-
tion.org, or call 800-568-8924.

WINGS: Flying tribute, From 30

Located halfway between Williams and 
the south rim of the Grand Canyon, Planes 
of Fame Air Museum, 755 Mustang Way, 
Valle, houses more than 40 displays and 
aircraft, such as the Messerschmitt ME 109G 
Gustav, Stinson L5 Sentinel, Douglas RB-26 
Invader, Grumman F11F-1F Super Tiger and 
Stearman PT-17. 

Take a self-guided tour and rent an audio 
unit to hear information about some of the 
museum’s star aircraft.

Details: open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily April 
through November; closed Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

Admission is $6.95 for adults; $6 for AAA 

members; $1.95 for age 11 or younger; free 
for active-duty military, age 4 or younger and 
museum members; $4 for audio tour unit. 

For more information, call 928-635-1000, 
or visit planesoffame.org.

Planes of Fame Air Museum is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) organization that has grown since 
1957 through donations and the dedicated 
work of volunteers. 

Its mission is to preserve aviation his-
tory, inspire interest in aviation, educate 
the public, and honor aviation pioneers and 
veterans.

Can‘t visit the gift shop today? Shop on-
line at shop.planesoffame.org.

Planes of Fame gift shop

Planes of 
Fame Air 
Museum 

opens 
April 1

Is Your Boat Ready
for the Season?

VALLEY
Over 50 Years of Guaranteed Professional Service

MARINE

Call Us!
623-931-9159
623-247-0355
Hours of operation

MON. - FRI. 8 AM - 5 PM
SAT. 9AM - 12 NOON

Pre-Season Special – 30% Off All Services!

Largest
Parts and

Accessories

100s of
Used Boats
and Motors

Visit Us!

51
st

 A
ve

.

53
rd

 A
ve

.

Glendale Ave.

Glenn Ave.

Valley

N

7018 n. 53rd ave.
Glendale, aZ 85301

Visit Valley Marine…Your FAST • AFFORDABLE • BOATING EXPERTS
www.valleymarinearizona.com
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14075 W. Grand Ave. • Surprise, AZ 85374 • 623-584-4955
Located behind Trader Joes • onthegoaz.com

MON-FRI 7:30AM-6:00PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-1:00PM • SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT

FREE
External Diagnostics 

& Estimates
ON THE GO TRANSMISSIONS

 623-584-4955
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.

Expires 6-21-17

Rebuilt Transmissions • Transmission Services • Automotive Repair • Financing Available

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Expires 6-21-17

FREE TOWING
with major repair

WE HONOR MOST
EXTENDED WARRANTIES

3 YEAR/36,000 MILE
WARRANTY AVAILABLE

WE KEEP YOU

MOVING
ON THE GO TRANSMISSIONS

 623-584-4955
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ValleyVista performing Arts Center
In association with Jerry J Concerts

Presents: Heroes, Hot Rods and Doo Wop
Saturday May 13, 2017

Starring: The Fabulous Acchords,
Frank Pizarro, Former Lead Singer of The Platters

with Special Guest Al Raitano, member of
Arizona’s Entertainers Hall of Fame

The Show is a Tribute to our Armed Forces,
First Responders & Those that gave All.

Showtimes 2pm & 6pm
Ticket Prices: $20, $35, $45 & $55

or $5 more at the door

Before the show: Raffles on Patriotic Items with proceeeds
going to the Armed Forces and First Responders

After the Show: A Meet & Greet with CD’s available
For more information Call Jerry 623-764-0814

For Tickets: www.jerryjpresents.com

Valley Vista Performing Arts Center
15550 North Parkview Place
Surprise, AZ.
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Taco Bell is Proud to Support 
Luke Air Force Base and 

Military Personnel

10% off with active duty military ID

Thank you!
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Top-Grain Italian All-Leather Sofa $798 (1P-4849S) 
12 DIFFERENT SPECIAL ORDER COLOR OPTIONS AVAILABLE
Loveseat $758  |  Chair $598  |  Ottoman $248  |  Cocktail Table $198 (28111)
End Table $148 (28112)  |  8'x10' RUG $274 (163-P1490-810)  |  31" Table Lamp $4988 (107-623) 

12 DIFFERENT SPECIAL ORDER 
COLOR OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Omaha Counter Height 6-Piece Dining Set with Bench $796
Set Includes Counter Height Table with 2-13" leaves and 4 Upholstered Barstools
Table $298 (16681)  |  Upholstered Barstool $95 (16697) 
Upholstered Bench $118 (16688)  |  Sideboard $398 (16682) 

3-Piece Sectional with Nailheads & Pillows $1298 (D-329RC-3PC) 
Faux Marble Top Cocktail with Storage $247 (26824) 
Faux Marble Top End Table $138 (26828)  |  Lamp $49.88 (109-90544) 
Mirror $68 (130-023648)  |  8’ x 10’ Area Rug $198 (164-MGERAS-81) 

GLENDALE, AZ (602) 422-8800
101 & Bethany Home Rd. across from University of Phoenix Stadium

5801 N. 99th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85305

GILBERT, AZ (480) 500-4121   
202 Santan Freeway & S. Power Rd.

4700 S. Power Rd., Gilbert, AZ 85296

We deliver ALMOST ANYWHERE in the UNITED STATES!

www.AFW.com

Living Room • Bedroom • Children’s Furniture
Dining Room • Electronics

Outdoor Furniture • Offi  ce/Entertainment

LIFESTYLE FURNITUREYour Store


