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WA SI L L A — T he 
2023 Iditarod is fast 
approaching.

The ceremonial start 
in downtown Anchor-
age is traditionally set 
for the first Saturday 
in March. With a big 
cheery welcome from 
around the world to in-
spire them for the race, 
mushers embark on 
the long and arduous 
journey from Willow to 
Nome the following day. 
The Willow Community 
Center is traditionally 
where the official race 
start begins.

The Iditarod draws 
d e d ic at e d  at h l e t e s 
from across the world 
and the 2023 race is no 
exception.

According to a recent 
press release, veteran 
musher Ramey Smyth 
made a late registration 
but still made it in time 
to participate in this 
year’s race.

Smyth was born and 

raised in Alaska. His 
parents are none other 
than the iconic Iditarod 
mushers Bud Smyth, 
who raced in the first Id-
itarod, and the late Lolly 
Medley who raced in the 
second Iditarod.

Smyth has participat-
ed in the 26 Iditarods 
and placed in the top 10 
on 12 occasions.

“I am entering the Id-
itarod because I love 
working with sled dogs. 
Mushing is a great way 
to connect to my histor-
ical Alaska roots and 
to challenge myself. 
My family loves sled 
dogs and this gives us 
an opportunity to work 
together on a common 
goal,” Smyth stated in 
the press release.

According to separate 
press releases, veteran 
Iditarod mushers Travis 
Beals and Lars Monsen, 
decided to withdraw 
from this year’s race.

Iditarod Trail Com-
mittee officials indicat-
ed that they’re looking 
forward to welcoming 

Wade Marrs and all the 
other veteran and rookie 
mushers in the 51st race.

The 2 023 Iditarod 
mushers will follow the 
Southern Route.

The annual Iditarod 
Banquet will be held at 
the Dena’ina Civic and 
Convention Center to 

commemorate the his-
tory of The Last Great 
Race and look towards 
the future.

The Iditarod Trail 
Committee is hosting the 
first Musher Meet and 
Greet since 2020, giving 
fans the opportunity to 
mingle with the mushers 

before the race kicks off.
Visitors will also have 

the opportunity to ac-
quire posters made by 
longtime Iditarod pho-
tographer Jeff Schultz. 
They can even bring 
their own items to be 
autographed.

The meet and greet 

will feature light appe-
tizers and a no-host bar 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

The second half of 
the evening is the 2023 
Mushers Banquet Gala, 
featuring a tribute to 
iconic musher Lance 
Mackey, live and silent 
auctions, appearances 
from famous Iditarod 
athletes, 2023 Iditarod 
merchandise, dinner, 
drinks, and the first 
in-person Musher Bib 
Draw since 2020. The 
Gala runs from 6 to 
5:30 p.m. and the doors 
open at 5:30 p.m.

All proceeds raised at 
this annual fundraiser 
will go toward the gen-
eral operations of the 
Iditarod.

Follow the Iditarod on 
social media and visit 
the recent center on 
their official website for 
updates.

For more information, 
visit iditarod.com.

Contact Mat-Su Valley 
Frontiersman reporter 
Jacob Mann at jacob.
mann@frontiersman.com
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Brent Sass won his first Iditarod title in 2022.

Anna Berrington
Anna Berington, 38, 

has been loving li fe 
in Alaska since 2007 
racing sled dogs, com-
mercial fishing, build-
ing and constructing 
homes, landscaping 
and competing in run-
ning races. With her 
sister, they are Seeing 
Double Sled Dog Rac-
ing. Being able to raise 
and train dogs togeth-
er has been a dream 
come true, and racing 
the Iditarod is a perfect 
fit for these endurance 
racers. These dreams 
have been made possi-
ble because of help and 
support from friends, 
family and sponsors. 
Anna started mushing 
when she was only nine 
years old. The twins 
have come a long way 
from mushing their 
pet dog in Wisconsin 
to giving tourists rides 
in the Sierras, to train-
ing with former cham-
pion Dean Osmar, and 
many mushing friends 
like Scott Janssen here 
in Alaska. Now dog 
mushing is a family 
affair with visits and 
help from Mom, Dad, 
and sister Kat, and of 
course their fur chil-
dren, 30 amazing dogs! 
Anna lists her hobbies 

as running, triathlon, 
biking, swimming, ca-
nicross and skiing.

Kristy Berrington
Kristy Berington, 38, 

operates Seeing Double 
Sled Dog Racing with 
her twin sister Anna, 
and her husband, Andy 
Pohl in Knik, Alaska. 
Mushing dogs has be-
come part of family 
life. Andy races and 
trains the dogs, Kat 
Beri ng ton ma nages 
their website, Vicki 
Poh l sews har ness -
es and dog coats, Ray 
Pohl runs trail support, 
and the entire fami-
ly supports and spon-
sors from the sideline 
all the way from Wis-
consin to South Caro-
lina. This is Kristy’s 
14th running of the 
Iditarod. She moved to 
Alaska 14 years ago to 
learn more about mush-
ing from 1984 Iditarod 
Champion Dean Osmar 
in Kasilof. Since then 
she has raced all over 
Alaska and into Can-
ada competing in the 
Yukon Quest, Kusko 
300 and Copper Basin 
30 0, just to name a 
few. “I love endurance 
sports and adventure!” 
says the ultra-athlete. 
“What better way to 

c ombi ne t hose t wo 
factors than running 
sled dogs in the most 
beautiful place in the 
world.” Never sitting 
still, in the off season 
K risty competes in 
many running races 
from half marathons 
to ultra-distances and 
triathlons with Anna. 
“Anna and I are al-
ways in friendly com-
petition. I’m so proud 
of her in her mushing 
and athletic career. 
And to be a part of it all 
with her is amazing.” 
Kristy and Anna pay 
the bills by doing car-
pentry work and land-
scaping. “Thank you to 

the many fans, friends, 
family, volunteers and 
sponsors for making 
all of this possible. We 
couldn’t do this with-
out you!” “I’m looking 
forward to running 
another Iditarod with 
my incredible canine 
athletes! Best of luck 
to all the mushers and 
their amazing dogs.” 
Kristy lists her hobbies 
as running, cycling, 
hi ki ng,  keepi ng up 
with her husband and 
canicross.

Eddie Burke Jr.
Eddie Burke Jr was 

born and raised in An-
chorage, Alaska. He 

is 33 years of age and 
trains out of Alaskan 
Wildstyle Racing Kennel 
in Nenana, AK. Eddie 
started racing dogs in 
2021. His career high-
lights include taking 3rd 
place in the 2022 Kobuk 
440 and winning a 200-
mile Iditarod Qualifier 
in 2021. He has also com-
pleted the Kusko 300, 
Yukon Quest 300, Willow 
300 and several other 
races. When Eddie is not 
running dogs he enjoys 
spending time with his 
daughter Emilia.

Eddie would like to 
thank his mentors Tony 
Browning, Aaron Bur-
meister and his spon-

sors for making this all 
possible.

KattieJo Deeter
KattiJo (pronounced 

Katie Jo) Deeter is orig-
inally from northwest 
Wisconsin. She moved 
to Alaska in 2010 after 
graduating from UW-La 
Crosse and working sea-
sonally around the Lower 
48 for several years. Her 
first job in Alaska was 
working for a dog sled-
ding tour company in 
Juneau. While there she 
met her now-husband 
Jeff Deeter. Falling in 
love with Jeff, his dogs 
and the state of Alaska 
was enough to keep her 
here. KattiJo says, “Alas-
ka is so big and mushing 
is so complex, there is al-
ways something new to 
learn, see or do.” But the 
interest in running the 
Iditarod was not imme-
diate. KattiJo says, “That 
seemed like too much. 
I didn’t know if I would 
ever have the skills to 
be able to do that and I 
didn’t know if I wanted 
to either.” Eventually 
though, racing became 
a natural progression 
after years of helping 
Jeff train his Iditarod 
team.
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Knik musher Kristy Berington leaves the starting chute during the 2020 Iditarod restart 
in Willow.

See MUSHERS, Page 9
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