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with a rounded margin. Breeding 
males become dark blue and are 
often misidentified as blue cat-
fish. Many anglers are mistaken 
by thinking they can be stung by 
the whiskers (barbels). What they 
have to avoid are the hard spines 
(one in the dorsal fin and one in 
each pectoral fin) that can inflict 
a puncture wound if the fish is 
mishandled. Primarily bottom-
feeder, consuming living or dead 
items. Diet is varied and includes 
fish, crayfish, insects, mollusks, 
and plant material. One of the 
top five commonly sought-after 
sport fish in the state. 

Crappie
Silvery fish with irregularly 

arranged black speckles and 
blotches on sides and usually 
7 or 8 spines in the dorsal fin. 
Spawning males become almost 
entirely black. They are less toler-
ant of turbidity and siltation than 
white crappie. Aquatic insects 
and large zooplankton compose 
a larger portion of the diet of 
black crappie than white crappie. 
They usually are heavier at any 
given length than white crappie. 
They can become overpopulated 
if predator populations are low. 
Crappies (black and white com-
bined) are one of the top 5 com-
monly sought-after sport fish. 

Largemouth Bass
Torpedo-shaped body with 

upper jaw extending beyond rear 
margin of eye and dorsal fin al-
most divided. Midside generally 
has a broad, continuous stripe 
with lower side either lacking dark 
spots or having dark spots that 
are irregularly arranged. It is an 
important predator, especially in 
small waters, and thrives in warm, 
moderately clear waters having 
little or no current. Young pri-
marily feed on small crustaceans 
(mostly water fleas), insects, and 
small fish; whereas, adults primar-
ily feed on fish, crayfish, and large 
insects, along with almost any 
other animal that swims or falls 
into the water. It is one of the top 5 
commonly sought-after sport fish.

Rainbow Trout
(Lake No. 2 — seasonally)

Non-native fish that requires 
cold (less than 70 degrees), well-
oxygenated water. It tolerates 
slightly higher temperatures than 
other trout. It is speckled with 
small black spots on sides (no or-
ange or reddish spots), back, and 
tail fin which is slightly forked. 
Sides also have a broad pinkish or 
red stripe. It also has small scales, 
an adipose fin on the midline of 
the back near the tail, and a small, 
triangular-shaped axillary pro-
cess at the upper end of the pelvic 
fin. The bulk of its diet consists 
of aquatic and terrestrial insects, 
amphipods, crayfish, and small 
fish. It spawns from early win-
ter to late spring, depending on 
genetic strain and availability of 
clean, gravelly riffles in streams. 
Readily caught by anglers. 

Muskellunge 
(Lake No. 20)

Large, tubular-shaped, non-
native fish having a single dorsal 
fin near the forked tail, duck-
billed-shaped snout, large mouth 

with many sharp teeth, and 6 or 
more pores on each side of the 
lower jaw’s underside. Both the 
gill cover and cheek are scaled 
on their upper halves. It has been 

introduced as an additional large 
predator and survives better than 
northern pike in S.E. Nebraska 
reservoirs. It is usually “man-
aged” to provide a trophy fishery.

Bluegill
A flat, slab-sided fish with a 

rather smallmouth. Pectoral fin 
is pointed and relatively long; 
gill cover tab dark colored to 
edge. Dark spot at the rear base 
of the dorsal fin. Insects are the 
predominant food item, often 
captured at the surface of the 
water, followed by small crus-
taceans, small fish, and snails; 
sometimes algae if animal food 
is scarce. When spawning, many 
nests (roundish depressions on 
the bottom) are located close to-
gether in small, shallow-water 
areas (beds). Excellent prey fish 
for largemouth bass, particularly 
in farm ponds. Can hybridize 
with green sunfish. 

Common Carp
A heavy-bodied fish with long 

dorsal fin, two barbels (each cor-
ner of mouth) and a stout, saw-
toothed spine at front of both 
dorsal and anal fins. A native of 
Asia that was brought to Europe 
and then to the United States 
and stocked widely by various 
state fish commissions. They are 
omnivorous, consuming a vari-
ety of animal and plant material; 
primarily feed on the bottom but 
will also suck in objects floating 
on the surface. Their aggressive 
feeding activities (uprooting 
plants and roiling bottom sedi-
ments) can make the water very 
muddy. There is a genetic varia-
tion called the mirror carp that 
differs only by having over-en-
larged scales or an uneven scale 
pattern, or no scales. 

Channel Catfish
An olive-brown or slate-blue, 

scaleless fish having dark spots 
(especially on small fish), an adi-
pose fin, 8 barbels that are used to 
locate food, and a deeply forked 
tail. Its anal fin has 24-29 rays 
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