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Purpose of Presentation:
Action required by state or federal law or regulation.

Executive Summary:

The Board of Education’s vision is to create a quality statewide system of public education that

prepares all students for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for realization of personal
goals, and for responsible contributions to the quality of civic life in our state, nation, and the
world. The Board’s Regulations Establishing the Standards for Accrediting Public Schoolsin

Virginia, or more commonly referred to as the Standards of Accreditation (SOA), ensure that an
effective educational progm is established and maintained in Virginia’s public schools. Since

2013, the Board has been considering comprehensive revisions to the SOA, and following
extensive public engagement, on June 22, 2017 the Board approved draft proposed revisions to
the regulations. Major provisions of the proposed revisions include revised graduation
requirements to implement tiReofile of a Virginia Graduate, and a new system for accrediting
Virginia’s public schools that applies multiple measures of school quality.

Following the Board’s approval, the proposed regulations were submitted for the proposed stage

of the Administrative Process Act (APA) regulatory review, and the Governor approved the
regulations for proposed stage on July 18, 2017. A public comment period was initiated when
the regulations were published in ¥eginia Register on August 7, 2017, which ended on

October 6, 2017. For the regulations to become effective, Board approval is requested in order
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for them to be submitted for Executive Branch final stage review and approval, and final
publication in thevirginia Register as required by the APA.

In addition to public comment received following publication in\firginia Register, the Board
conducted a series of five public hearings during June and August 2017. While public comment
has been generally supportive of the proposed regulations, some individuals and organizations
have submitted concerns. These were primarily focused on professional development needed for
implementation, expansion and standardization of alternative assessment methods, impacts on
fine arts and elective opportunities in middle school, the addition of a graduation requirement for
a credit in fine arts, school improvement action requirements, and the need for recess in
elementary school.

Staff has proposed limited technical changes and corrections to the proposed regulations. At the
October Board meeting, additional changes were suggested. These proposed changes are
highlighted in the attached language, and include a definition of the term growth, a modified
definition of the term recess, and a requirement for a teacher supervising homebound instruction
to be licensed in the relevant area.

These proposegtgulations align with several of the goals outlined in the Board’s

Comprehensive Plan. In promulgating these regulations, the Board will establish the policies

and standards necessary to ensure accountability of student learning (Goal 1) by impleanenting
system of continuous school improvement. The Board will have the ability to expand
opportunities to learn (Goal 3) by developing policies that promote a more flexible environment
in which to create innovative instructional programs. Further, the regulations will provide the
Board with the opportunity to develop and implement sound policies for student success (Goal 6)
by focusing on college and career readiness.

Action Requested:
Final review: Action requested at this meeting.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education approve the
proposed revisions to thRegulations Establishing Sandards for Accrediting Public Schoolsin
Virginia, Parts I-VIII (Final Stage), for final review and for further action as governed by the
requirements of the Administrative process Act.

Rationale for Action:

The draft revisions to thieegulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schoolsin
Virginia represents the careful review and consideration of the existing language, current
educational need€§ode of Virginia requirements, and stakeholder participation.

Background Information and Statutory Authority:
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The Code of Virginia requires the Board of Education to prescribe standards for the accreditation
of public elementary, middle and high schools. Section 22.1-19 @fattesprovides, in part:

The Board shall provide for the accreditation of public elementary, middle, and high schoals in
accordance with standardsgibed by it...

TheCode also requires the Board to establish regulations establishing standards for
accreditation, to include certain elements. Section 22.1-253.13:3 Gbdegrovides, in part:

The Board of Education shall promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditzijion
pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (8 2.2-4000 et seq.), which shall include, but not be
limited to, student outcome measures, requirements and guidelines for instructional programs
and for the integration of educational technology into such instructional programs, administrative
and instructional staffing levels and positions, including staff positions for supporting
educational technology, student services, auxiliary education programs such as library and media
services, requirements for graduation from high school, community relations, and the
philosophy, goals, and objectives of public education in Virginia...

... The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall develop and the Board of Education shall
approve criteria for determining and recognizing educational performance in the
Commonwealth's public school divisions and schools. Such criteria, when approved, shal
become an integral part of the accreditation process and shall include student outcome
measurements...

The Board’s vision is to create a quality statewide system of public education that prepares all
students for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for realization of personal goals, and
for responsible contributions to the quality of civic life in our state, nation, and the world. The
Board is committed to advancing its vision and examining the conditions and needs of public
education, and to presenting them annually through a report to the General Assembly and the
public. Through its adopted policies, the Board conveys high standards for student learning and
achievement in preparation for graduation and life beyond high school. The Board’s ongoing

work is the further development and refinement of a system of accountability to define school
guality and to support schools and school divisions by promoting continuous improvement,
providing assistance, and acknowledging progress. The system of accountability is reflected in
the Standards of Learning, the School Quality Profile, and the SOA.

The SOA iscomprised of sections, or parts, which specify requirements for students’ educational
preparation and for school quality. Part | provides definitions of terms used in the regulations
and statements of purpose for public education in Virginia and for the Standards of

Accreditation. Part II provides the Board’s philosophy, goals, and objectives, with the

requirement that schools also have written goals and objectRed Il presents student
achievement expectations for graduation, including credits and requirements and components of
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theProfile of a Virginia Graduate, and Part IV addresses instructional programs in elementary,
middle, and high schools. Part V defines roles and expectations for principals and professional
teaching staff aligned to Virginia standards and also staffing requirements for administrative and
support staff, as well as teaching loads. Part VI provides criteria for school facilities and
addresses school safety. Part VII provides requirements for school communications with parents
and the community, and specifies requirements for the School Quality Profile. Part VI

provides the basis for measuring school quality, school accreditation, school improvement
actions, and school support.

In October, 2014, the Board held a work session to focus on an in-depth comprehensive
examination of the SOA in its entirety. The following month, the Board withdrew pending
amendments to the SOA, approved in 2013 and proceeding through the regulatory process, in
favor of conducting a more extensive review and consideration of revisions. From that time, the
Board has conducted a sectioysection evaluation of the regulations, including extensive

public outreach and participation through public comment, roundtables, and public hearings.
Discussions of issues and proposals have taken place, including the topics of the School
Performance Report Card (renamed the School Quality Profile), graduation requirements and the
expected knowledge, skills, and competencies of a Virginia graduate, assessments, and
accreditation.

Formal actions the Board has taken to amend the SOA prior to these proposed amendments
include the following: (1) Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA) on June 27, 2013; (2)
amendments to the regulations (Proposed Stage) addressing legislation from the 2012 and 2013
General Assembly on October 24, 2013; and (3) amendments to the regulations to comport with
legislation passed by the General Assembly under the Fast Track provisions of the
Administrative Process Act. The separate fast track regulatory action was taken for the sole
purpose of addressing legislation that was approved by the General Assembly during the 1999,
2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 sessions.

During the 2016 legislative session, the Governor and the General Assembly supported the
development of &rofile of a Virginia Graduate through the introduction and adoption of

legislation which directed the Board to redefine the expectations of high school graduates in the
Commonwealth. HB 895 (Greason) and SB 336 (Miller) amend&d18253.13:4.of the

Code to require the Board to develop and implemeltdile of a Virginia Graduate in

consultation with stakeholders representing elementary and secondary education, higher
education, and business and industry in the Commonwealth and including parents, policymakers,
and community leaders in the Commonwealth. Fiafile identifies the knowledge and skills

that students should attain during high school in order to be successful contributors to the
economy of the Commonwealth, giving due consideration to critical thinking, creative thinking,
collaboration, communication, and citizenship (known as the 5 Cs).



http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-253.13:4

TheProfile has been developed by the Board of Education to describe the knowledge, skills,
competencies, and experiences students should attain during their K-12 education to make them
“life-ready.” TheProfile presents and describes four overlapping areas for student learning and
achievement considered essential to success beyond high school. These are knowledge of subject
areas based on statewide standards and their application (content knowledge); demonstration of
personal skills and behaviors required for productivity, effective relationships, and problem-
solving within one’s workplace (workplace skills); understanding of the opportunities within

civic organizations for service and decision-making and responsibility for respectful interaction
with others (community engagement and civic responsibility); and individual participation in
career exploration, planning, and preparation, based on understanding of personal interests,
skills, and abilities and the needs of the economy (career exploration). Foundational skills for
students to acquire and use in each of these areas are critical thinking, creative thinking,
collaboration, communication, and citizenship. In July and August of 2016, the Board conducted
four public hearings to receive initial public comment for consideration as the revised SOA was
developed. The hearings were conducted in Abingdon, Lynchburg, Manassas, and
Williamsburg-James City County.

PartsI-VII. The proposed revisions to Parts | through VIl are based on decisions the Board has
made throughout the comprehensive review, including concepts to implementfile The

Board received the revisions for first review on September 20, 2016, and for second review on

November 17, 2016. The Board approved the revisions to Parts | through VII of the SOA at its

January 26, 2017 meeting.

Part VIII. The Board considered revisions to Part VIII separately, to allow additional time for
the Board to review approaches to measuring school quality, including alignment with new
requirements for state accountability systems established by the new E@eyatudent

Succeeds Act (ESSA), the reauthorization of thielementary and Secondary Education Act of

1965. The Board’s Committee on School and Division Accountability initiated discussions
regarding potential changes to the accountability system in July 2016. The following is a
summary of the Committee’s discussions, which have led to the development of the proposed
revisions to Part VIII:

e July 27, 2016: The indicators used in the existing accreditation system were reviewed,
and the need to incorporate additional indicators of school quality to provide a more
comprehensive picture of school quality was discussed.

e September 21, 2016: The purpose and philosophy of school accountability were
reviewed. Criteria to be used in selecting indicators of school quality were presented,
and a conceptual “matrix” that could be used to demonstrate levels of performance for
each school quality indicator for each school was reviewed. Examples of school quality
indicators presented included those require@$83A (student achievement and progress,
achievement gaps, English learner progress, and a graduation indicator), and additional



indicators such as the college and career readiness index, chronic absenteeism rates, and
student discipline rates.

October 26, 2016: A standard process to determine the benchmarks that would define
performance levels for each school quality indicator was presented. The suggested
process would first consider whether the proposed benchmarks reflect the Board’s values

and expectations. Setting benchmarks would be accomplished by reviewing scientific
research, benchmarks used in other states, and the impact on Virginia’s schools.

November 16, 2016: Staff presented six concepts for a revised accreditation system,
which were received by the Board for first review on the following day. The six

concepts are:

1. The accreditation system should focus on driving continuous improvement
rather than requiring schools to meet minimum levels of performance.

2. Multiple indicators of school quality should be selected using Board-
established criteria to ensure that the indicator is and appropriate and effective
measure of school quality.

3. One of four performance levels would be assigned for each school quality
indicator for every school, based upon demonstrated performance or
improvement. (The number of performance levels was later reduced from
four to three.)

4. Benchmarks would form the upper and lower limits for each performance
level in each school quality indicator, and such benchmarks would be
determined following a standard process to ensure they are appropriate, are
researchbpased, and accurately reflect the Board’s expectations.

5. Levels of support, technical assistance, actions, and state intervention for
lower-performing schools and school divisions would be based upon
performance levels in individual school quality indicators.

6. Transition from the existing accreditation system to a system with additional
indicators should allow school administrators to have sufficient time to
examine areas of strengths and weaknesses, underlying causes, and potential
actions.

Beginning with the Committee’s January 2017 meeting, the Committee reviewed and
discussed the selection of school quality indicators for state accreditation and
compliance witrESSA requiements. The indicators discussed during each month’s
meetings were:

o January 25, 2017: Graduation and Completion Index and dropout rate;

o February 22, 2017: Chronic absenteeism rate;

o March 22, 2017: Academic achievement indicators for English, mathematics
and science; and

o April 26, 2017: College and career readiness index, and achievement gap
indicators.



e April 26, 2017: The Committee reviewed a detailed outline of proposed amendments
that would implement the concepts and incorporate them into Part VIIl. The revised

Part VIII:

©)
@)

@)

Establishes expectations for school accountability and accreditation.
Provides that school quality for accreditation purposes will be measured
using multiple school quality indicators, and that schools will be held
accountable for performance on each of the adopted indicators.

Lists the school quality indicators to be used, and establishes criteria for the
Board to consider when adding new school quality indicators in the future.
Establishes three performance levels which will be used to describe whether a
school’s performance in a given school quality indicator meets or exceeds
standards, demonstrates adequate improvement, or does not meet the
standards.

Establishes a process for determining appropriate benchmarks used to
designate performance levels for each indicator.

Establishes school accreditation ratings of “Accredited,” “Accredited with
Conditions,” and “Accreditation Denied,” which will be designated based

upon performance levels in school quality indicators, and the school’s

completion of required improvement actions. A three-year accreditation
cycle is established for schools that are accredited consecutively for the three
prior years.

Establishes actions required of schools and school divisions based upon
performance levels for each school quality indicator, and provides that At-
Risk Add-On funds may be withheld if a local school board fails or refuses to
implement required corrective actions.

Provides recognition for schools that demonstrate exemplary performance on
the school quality indicators.

Relocates and revises provisions allowing Board approval of alternative
accreditation plans for schools with special circumstances.

Relocates and revises provisions allowing the Board to approve waivers from
certain regulations.

Provides effective dates for the revised SOA.

e May 24, 2017: The Board reviewed draft language for Part VIII during a special work
session, and suggested several revisions, which were incorporated into the proposed
language, including:

@)

Incorporating a measure of civic readiness, and successful completion of
work-based learning into the college and career readiness index.
Articulating the actions and tiered levels of support that are available to the
Board, VDOE, and school divisions before and after a school is rated
“Accreditation Denied.”



Board of Education Approval (Proposed Sage). The Board was presented the proposed revisions
to the SOA, including Parts I-VII and Part VIII for first review on May 25, 2017, and approved
the revisions on final review at its June 22, 2017 meeting. At the June meeting, the Board
approved the proposed regulations, incorporating several amendments, including the following
substantial changes:

Added the option of using an authentic performance assessment to earn a verified credit
in English (writing).

Eliminated the proposed reduction in the number of verified credits required in English
so that two such credits will be required.

Included chronic absenteeism rates as a school quality indicator for high school, in
addition to elementary and middle schools.

Permitted the Board to adopt alternative student growth measures to be used to calculate
the Academic Achievement Indicators for English and mathematics and to determine the
progress of English learners toward English proficiency.

Provided a process for local school boards to appeal performance level designations for
school quality indicators.

Required school divisions to annually certify the school division’s offering of history and

social science and English, including writing.

Eliminated the requirement for schools with Level One school quality indicators to have
VDOE review of multi-year school improvement plans.

Eliminated the requirement for schools with Level Two school quality indicators to have
VDOE review of multi-year school improvement plans, unless the Level Two indicator is
an academic achievement indicator.

Added a requirement for schools with Level Two school quality indicators to have multi-
year school improvement plans approved by the local school board, and permitted VDOE
to implement an audit process to ensure compliance with Level Two requirements.
Amended requirements for Corrective Action Plans developed for schools with Level
Three school quality indicators to provide that such plans will be developed by the school
and division in consultation with VDOE, rather than under VDOE’s direction.

The Board’s approval of the SOA included these school quality indicators to be used for the state
accreditation system:

Academic achievement in English, including measures of growth in elementary and
middle schools, and progress toward English proficiency in English learners

Academic achievement in mathematics, including measures of growth in elementary and
middle schools

Academic achievement in science

Academic achievement gaps in English and mathematics

Graduation and completion index for high schools only

Dropout rate in high schools only



e Chronic absenteeism rates
e College, career, and civic readiness index for high schools only (effective for the 2021-22
school year)

The Board’s approval of the amended SOA authorized VDOE staff to proceed with the proposed
stage of theddministrative Process Act (APA) requirements. The Governor approved the
regulations for proposed stage on July 18, 2017, and the public comment period was initiated
when the regulations were published in the Virginia Register on August 7, 2017. The public
comment period commenced on October 6, 2017.

The Board also solicited public comment on the proposed SOA through five public hearings
conducted during June and August of 2017. The hearings were conducted in Harrisonburg,
Fairfax, Mecklenburg County, Virginia Beach, and Wytheville. In total, 365 individuals
attended the hearings, and 117 speakers addressed the Board. The Board also has received
comments through letters, email and public testimony from individuals and organizations,
including: The Virginia Alliance for School Counseling, the Virginia Association for Career and
Technical Education, the Virginia Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and
Dance, the Virginia Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, the Virginia
Coalition for Fine Arts Education, the Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals, the
Virginia Music Educators Association, the Virginia No Child Left Inside Coalition, the Virginia
Partnership for Oubf-School Time, and the Virginia School Boards Association.

The remarks conveyed to the Board generally support the proposed changes to the Standards of
Accreditation. Support was noted for the incorporation of the 5Cs into the curriculum and
graduation requirements, expansion of career exposure and work-based learning opportunities,
reduction in the number of verified credits required for graduation, the use of performance
assessments, and reforms to the accreditation system to acknowledge additional indicators of
school quality. Comments received also indicated a desire for further reduction to the number of
required verified credits and standardized assessments, and more local control of school
improvement efforts. Professional development and capacity building support were requested to
assist with the implementation of tReofile and the proposed accreditation system. Several fine
arts advocates noted concerns that the career and investigations course required for middle
school students would impact fine arts and elective opportunities, and requested a separate
graduation requirement for a credit in fine arts. Several commenters requested school divisions
be provided flexibility in instructional time to permit additional time for recess. A detailed
summary of the comments received was presented to the Board’s Committee on School and

Division Accountability on September 27, 2017, and is available at this link:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/boe/committees_standing/accountability/2017/09-sep/summary-
public-comment-on-the-proposed-revisidnghe-SOA.pdf Subsequently, additional comments
were submitted to suggest revisions to language in specific SOA sections, and the removal of
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social science pass rates as a component of the accountability system. These additional
comments have been provided to the Board.

At the Board’s October 26, 2017 meeting, additional changes were suggested. These proposed

changes are highlighted in the attached language, and include a definition of the term growth, a
modified definition of the term recess, provision of an additional semester to complete Academic
and Career Plans, and a requirement for a teacher supervising homebound instruction to be
licensed in the relevant area.

Sections in Parts I-VIII of the SOA are proposed to be amended as described in the chart below.
Changes since the Governor approved the regulations for proposed stage are highlighted below.

Section Proposed Changes
Part I: Definitions and Purpose

8VAC20-131-5 Definition of the term “authentic performance assessment” has been added

Definitions
Definition of the term Board of Education or board added, as prescrib

the Constitution of Virginia and the Code of Virginia
Definition of “class period” revised for clarity
Definition of the term “combined school” has been deleted

Definition of the term “department” added to reference the Virginia
Department of Education

Definition of the term “eligible students” has been deleted

Definition of the termi‘English Learnérhas been added as now
referenced in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act

Definition of the term “growth” has been added to establish that growth
applies to student-level progress

Definition of the term “instructional day” has been added
Definition of the teém “instructional hours” has been added

Definition of the term “planning period” revised to mean a segment of
time in middle and secondary schools during the instructional day tha
unencumbered of any teaching or supervisory duties, is not less than
minutes or the equivalent of a class period, whichever is greater, and
which includes passing time for class changes




Section

Proposed Changes

Definition of the term “planning time” for elementary teachers has been
added in accordance with the Code of Virginia at § 22.1-291.1

Definition of the term “recess” has been amended for clarity
Definition of the term “reconstitution” has been deleted

Added definition of “reporting group,” as that term is applied to the
achievement gap school quality indicator used for accreditation purpg

Definition of “standard school year” revised to replace “teaching hours”
with “instructional hours”

Definition of “standard unit of credit” revised to reflect flexibility in
Board of Education guidelines for local school board alternatives to 1
clock hour requirement

Definition of “student” revised to replace term “person with Limited
English Proficiency” with “for whom English is a second language”

Definition of “student periods” deleted

Definition of “verified units of credit” revised to include additional
methods of receiving a verified credit, including locally awarded verifi
credits and authentic performance assessments

8VAC20-131-10
Purpose

Mission of the public education system to educate students so that th
will be equipped for an informed and successful private life amended
eliminate the wordprivate”

Language revised to indicate that the SOA will provide the foundatior
the provision of a high quality public education, and intent statement
revised and expanded

Requires the Board to promulgate regulations which shall include, bu
be limited to, student outcome measures, requirements and guideling
instructional programs and for the integration of educational technolo
into such instructional programs, administrative and instructional staf
levels and positions, including staff positions for supporting educatior
technology, student services, auxiliary education programs such as li
and media services, course and credit requirements for graduation fr
high school, community relations, and the philosophy, goals, and
objectives of public education in Virginia




Section
Part II: Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives

Proposed Changes

8VAC20-131-20

Part I11: Student Achievement

8VAC20-131-30
Student
achievement
expectations

Language added regarding factors affecting school quality and contir
improvement and overall goals and objectives for student learning,
achievement, and preparation

Language added regarding preparation of graduates who have explo
and understand what opportunities exist for them after high school ar
who have the knowledge and abilities necessary for the next phase g
lives as adults

Language added to show that the philosophy, goals, and objectives ¢
individual schools should reflect and encompass the means by which
the Standards of Learning (SOL) and Standards of Accreditation)(SO
are to be achieved

Language added to reflect the Board’s objective to provide an education
foundation that ensures students are ready to be successful in a gloh
economy, which includes a changing and growing technology.

Language added to show that the Board is redesigning the public sch
experience so that students will be adequately prepared for future
challenges

Language added to clarify that the college, career, and citizenship re
student will be expected to achieve and apply appropriate academic
technical knowledge; attain and demonstrate age-appropriate produc
workplace skills, qualities, and behavior; align knowledge, skills, and
personal interests with career opportunities; and attain and demonstr
knowledge and skills necessary for productive citizenship and
participation in communities and governments

Revision made to clarify that students who are accelerated shall only
the test aligned with the highest grade level, following instruction on t
content

Language added that expedited retakes of tests are an exemption to
prohibition of students taking more than one test in any content area
each year

Language referencing “with such funds as may be appropriated by the




Section

Proposed Changes

General Assembly” deleted in reference to criteria for eligibility for an
expedited retake of any SOL test

Language added to specify Standards of Quality requirement that an
student failing all SOL assessments for the relevant grade level in grg
three through eight or failing an end-of-course test required for verifig
credit shall be required to receive remediation

Language added to require a division superintendent to certify that
division policy prevents changes in students’ course schedules to avoid
end-of-course SOL assessments

Language added to state that students shall not be required to take 3
of-course SOL test in a subject after they have earned the number of
verified credits required for that academic content area for graduatior
unless the test is necessary in order for the school to meet federal
accountability requirements

Clarifying language added to assessments taken for credit by foreign
exchange students

8VAC20-131-50
Requirements for
graduation
(effective for
students entering
the ninth grade
prior to the 2018-
2019 school year)

Section title for 83VAC20-131-50 revised to reflect that the graduation
requirements in this section will only be applicable for students who €
the ninth grade prior to the 2018-2019 school year. Refer to the new
section 8VAC20-131-51 for graduation requirements for students ent
the ninth grade in 2018-2019 or thereafter

Language added which clarifies, per the Standards of Quality (§ 22.1
253.13:4), a computer science course credit earned by students may
considered a science, mathematics, or career and technical educatio
course credit for a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma

Language added which clarifies eligibility for the Governor’s Seal and the
Board of Education Seal

8VAC20-131-51
Requirements for
graduation
(effective with the
students who ente
the ninth grade in

the 2018-2019

This proposed section will set forth the graduation requirements for
students entering the ninth grade in the 2018-2019 school year or
thereafter.

The proposed graduation requirements are intended to provide multiy
paths toward college, career, and citizenship readiness, and instructi
programs leading toward a diploma are required to be aligned with th




Section

Proposed Changes

school year)

Board’s Profile of a Virginia Graduate.

Clarify that work-based learning opportunities provided may include,
not be limited to, internships, externships, credentialing, and blended
learning.

Eliminated reference to department guidelines related to graduation
pathways.

Eliminated requirement for Board approval of English courses eligible
be used toward meeting graduation requirements, which was inadver
added at proposed stage.

Provisions are included to clarify that middle school students shall re
credit toward graduation for successfully completing high school cour

For clarity, the definitions and methods of receiving a standard and
verified unit of credit are repeated from 8VAC20-131-5 and 8VAC20-
131-110

No more than one locally awarded verified credit may be used to sati
graduation requirements

The requirements for receiving a Standard or Advanced Studies Dipl
previously presented in 8VAC20-131-50, have been reorganized in tf
new section and clearly provide the requirements in tables and elimir
footnotes.

The substantive changes to the prior graduation requirements that we
forth in 8VAC20-131-50 include:

¢ Reduces the number of required verified credits from six
(Standard) and nine (Advanced) to four for each.

e Eliminates requirement for Standard Diploma for two different
mathematics courses that must include those above level of
Algebra Il and replacement with mathematics courses approve
the Board

e Laboratory science requirements to include interdisciplinary
courses which incorporate SOL content from multiple academ
areas

¢ Clarification made to specify the circumstances in which a
computer science course may be used to satisfy a graduation
requirement.

e Requires students seeking an Advanced Studies diploma to

N



Section Proposed Changes
complete two sequential electives, as required b tue of
Virginia.

e Requires students to complete either advanced coursework of
a career and technical education credential for either a Standg
an Advanced Studies diploma.

e Requires students to acquire and demonstrate skills in the “5Cs” —
critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communicatio
and citizenship, in accordance with the Board’s Profile of a
Virginia Graduate.

Incorporates requirements for an Applied Studies Diploma, a Certifica
of Program Completion, or a high school equivalency credential whic
currently set out in the Code

Adds a new diploma seal: “Seal for Excellence in Science and the
Environment”

Replaces “Foreign language ” with “World language”

8VAC20-131-60 | Specifies the tests to be accepted by school divisions from a sending
Transfer students | country, private school, or Department of Defense Educational Activi
school for the award of verified credit in courses previously complete
another school or program of study

Language added to provide that any substitute test approved by the |
for verified credit shall be accepted in lieu of the applicable SOL if the
applicable standard credit has been earned by the student

Consolidates all graduation requirements for transfer students into
subsection G. Previously, only verified credit requirements were
described

Specifies whether diploma requirements provided in 8VAC20-131-50
8VAC20-131-51 are applicable to transfer students, depending on th¢
and grade in which the student transfers, to comply with enactment c
6 in HB895 (2016)

Part IV: School Instructional Program

8VAC20-131-70 | Specifies requirement for school boards to develop and implement a
Program of program of instruction that is aligned to the SOL and meets Board
instruction and | requirements, as currently set out in the Code. Subject areas to be
learning objectives emphasized are specified

O



Section

Proposed Changes

Language added to require the instructional program and learning
objectives provided through the Profile of a Virginia Graduate

Sets forth expectations for instructional programs and learning object
to include career exploration in elementary and middle schools. In th
later school years, expectations are set forth for workplace and civic
readiness

Removes requirement for students identified as gifted/talented to be 1
by teachers with specific training

8VAC20-131-80
Instructional
program in
elementary
schools

Requires elementary schools to provide instruction in career explora
as required by 8VAC20-131-140

Language added to reference the requirements in the SOQ that local
school boards provide for early identification of reading and mathemg
problems and provide instructional strategies for assistance and students’
development of reading and mathematics skills

Language added to reference the requirements in the SOQ that read
intervention services should be provided by school divisions to stude
who are in kindergarten through grade three and who demonstrate
deficiencies in reading

8VAC20-131-90
Instructional
program in middle
schools

Requires middle schools to provide a course in career investigation g
required by 8VAC20-131-140. This course may be delivered through
alternate means provided that the alternative is equivalent in content
rigor.

Reference to provision of 140 clock hours in each of the four academ
disciplines is replaced with “a total of 560 instructional” hours per year in
the four academic disciplines. Language regarding an alternative sck
of instruction for sixth-grade students is deleted

Section F. added to require each school to ensure that students who
targeted mathematics remediation and intervention receive additiona
instruction, which may include summer school. Added language that
schools are required to provide students in grades six through eight v
are at risk of failing the Algebra | end-of-course test with algebra
readiness intervention services




Section Proposed Changes
8VAC20-131-100 | Language added to require the provision of a program of instruction v
Instructio'nal encompasses the requirements of the Profile of Virginia Graduate,
program in including student knowledge, skills, and competencies; the acquisitio

secondary schools

demonstration of the 5Cs; and the offering of opportunities for interns
externships, work-based experiences, and credentialing

Added language to require secondary schools to incorporate knowleg
regional workforce needs and opportunities into career and technical
education

Clarification added to show that opportunities for internships, externs
and other work-based learning experiences are examples of such
experiences, and not intended to be exclusive

Clarifying language added to define class periods required for driver
education in equivalent minutes

Added language to require that students in grade nine who are at-risk
failing the Algebra | end-of-course test (based on any diagnostic test
approved by the department) shall be provided algebra readiness
intervention services in accordance with the SOQ

8VAC20-131-110
Standard and
verified units of
credit

Revised language to provide that a school division may waive the 14
clock-hour requirement for instruction to earn a standard credit as
prescribed in the Code and board guidelines, effective with students
enrolled in the 2015-2016 school year

Two methods of achieving a verified credit are added:

e Students who enter the ninth grade for the first time in the 201
2019 school year or thereafter and who do not pass certain S(
tests and who meet Board criteria may receive locally awarde
verified credits in English, mathematics, laboratory science or
history and social science according to Board guideliiese:
Currently, Board guidance limits locally awarded verified credits
to be awarded for laboratory science and history/social science.

e For history and social science and English (writing), an authen
performance assessment can be used to demonstrate mastery
content

Criteria for additional tests approved by the Board adds “statewide”
administration of a test, in addition to multistate or international
administration




Section

Proposed Changes

8VAC20-131-120
Summer School

Eliminates ability to earn course credit for summer school courses tg
as a repeat course with reduced seat time

8VAC20-131-140
College and caree
readiness; career
exposure,
exploration, and
planning; and
opportunities for
postsecondary
credit

Eliminates emphasis on college preparation to focus on college and ¢
preparation

Provides that current requirements for Academic and Career Plans (|
shall only be effective through the 2017-2018 school year

New requirements for ACPs effective with the 2018-2019 school yea
provided, including:

¢ Requirements for elementary, middle, and high schools to pro
for the identification by all students of personal interests, and t
support planning for post-secondary and career preparation
¢ Requires elementary students to begin career exploration thro
development of an Academic and Career Plan Portfolio, which
to be used as the foundation for the ACP that is developed in {
seventh grade
e Requires middle school students to complete a career
investigations course, or an equivalent alternative, which is to
used as a basis for developing the ACP
e Provisions are made for students who transfer after eighth gra
complete an ACP
Requirement for ACP to be completed by the end of the seventh grag
extended to the end of the fall semester in the eighth grade year.

8VAC20-131-150
Standard school
year and school
day

Language added to include 990 instructional hours in the standard sa
year and to specify that the standard school day includes passing tim
class changes

8VAC20-131-180
Off-site instruction

Specified that homebound instruction is to be provided under the
supervision of a licensed teacher, qualified in the relevant area, and
deleted incorrect references from the current SOA language

Reorganized language regarding alternative means of instruction ang
virtual courses combined into one section. Clarifying language regar
standard and verified credits also added. Language regarding
correspondence courses deleted and replaced witbrthévirtual
courses”

8VAC20-131-190
Library, media,
materials and
equipment

Word “resources” has been added to the list of supports for the
instructional program




Section

Proposed Changes

Part V: School and Instructional Leadership

8VAC20-131-200
Extracurricular
and other school
activities, recess

Eliminated sentence addressing physical fithess to conform to legisla
Local school boards required to provide a program of physical activity
all students in grades kindergarten through five consisting of at least
minutes per day or an average of 100 minutes per week during the re
school year and available to all students in grades six through twelve
a goal of at least 150 minutes per week on average during the regula
school year

8VAC20-131-210
Role of the
principal

Repetitive introductory paragraph regarding the principal deleted
Language added to clarify the role of the principal

Prohibition on student cell phones being in room during SOL tests
amended to prohibiting student access to cell phones during SOL tes

8VAC20-131-220
Role of
professional
teaching staff

Replace the “correct use of language and spelling” with “the use of
Standard English”

Closure of the achievement gap among groups of students added as
aspiration

8VAC20-131-240
Administrative
and support staff;
staffing
requirements

Replaced outdated reference to guidance counselor with school cour

Eliminated staffing requirements for secondary school counselors, ar
replace with reference to the requirements as set out in Code for
elementary, middle, and secondary schools

Revised standard teaching load and planning periods required for mi
and secondary school teachers so that they are identical.

Revised language to eliminate references to student periods used to
calculate aeacher’s standard load. References instead are made to
numbers of students taught per week

Revised to clarify and reference definition of planning period

Language added to specify that each elementary classroom teacher
be provided at least an average of 30 minutes per day during the stu
school week as planning time as required by Code

Part VI: School Facilities and Safety

S



Section

Proposed Changes

8VAC20-131-260
School facilities
and safety

8VAC20-131-270
School and
community
communications

8VAC20-131-280
through
8VAC20-131-360

Part VII: School and Community Communications

Part VIII: School Accreditation

Language revised, as provided by 2016 legislation, to require a fire d
least twice during the first 20 school days and two additional fire drills
during the remainder of the school term. Language removed to requ
two simulated lock down drills and crisis emergency evacuation activ
each school year in September and January and replaced with requit
to conduct a lock-down drill at least twice during the first 20 school da
and at least two additional lock-down drills during the remainder of tk
school term

Changes the name of the School Performance Report Card to Schog
Quality Profile

Requires the School Quality Profile to include, but not be limited to:
accountability, assessments, enroliment and demographics, college ¢
career readiness, finance, learning environment, and teacher quality

Eliminates requirement for notices sent to parents at beginning of ye:
include identification of sexually explicit materials. Such requirement
are to be addressed through another regulatory action at 8VAC 20-7/

All existing sections are repealed and replaced with sections 8VAC2(
131-370 through 430.

8VAC20-131-370
Expectations for
school
accountability and
accreditation
(New Section)

Establishes the principles and purpose of school accountability and
accreditation systems, and describes the components of such systen

Provides that schools are to be accredited based upon meeting certa
minimum standards and on continuous improvement of performance
levels on school quality indicators

Provides that components of the accountability system include the fe
accountability provisions required under the Every Student Succeeds
of 2015 (ESSA) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA)

8VAC20-131-380
Measurement of
school quality for
accreditation
(New Section)

Provides that school quality is to be measured for each school using
multiple school quality indicators including student academic outcomg
measures and other factors associated with student learning

The school quality indicators include:

e Academic achievement in English, including measures of grow

in elementary and middle schools, and progress toward Englis
proficiency in English learners

e Academic achievement in mathematics, including measures o

T



Section

Proposed Changes

growth in elementary and middle schools

e Academic achievement in science

e Academic achievement gaps in English and mathematics

e Graduation and completion index for high schools only

e Dropout rate in high schools only

e Chronic absenteeism rates

e College, career, and civic readiness index for high schools onl
(effective for the 2021-22 school year)

Provides that schools will be held accountable on each of the adopte
school quality indicators, based on its measurement against performg
benchmarks for a given school quality indicator

Establishes three performance levels:
e Level One: At or Above Standard
e Level Two: Near Standard
e Level Three: Below Standard

Provides that benchmarks are used to designate performance levels
each school quality indicator. Performance levels are used to descril
whether a school’s performance in a given school quality indicator meets
standards or demonstrates adequate improvement

Provides that a performance level will be assigned for each applicabl
school quality indicator for each school

Specifies the criteria the Board is to consider when selecting school
guality indicators and the process that the Board is to follow in
determining the benchmarks that will form the upper and lower limits
each performance level

Describes the school quality indicators that are to be used, and sets
benchmarks for each performance level

Performance levels described based on minimum levels of performar
which can be adjusted through board guidance as schools continuou
improve, with adequate notice provided to school boards

Provides that effective with the 2018-2019 school year, performance
levels will be applied to school quality indicators for accreditation
purposes, except for the college, career, and civic readiness index, W
will not be applied until the 2021-2022 school year

Provides clarifying language that during the transition year of 2018-2
the designation “Accredited” may be awarded using the new accreditation

U
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rules or the 2017-2018 rules.

Provides that if a school has a grade configuration where no state
assessments are required to be administered, such schools shall be
with another school for accreditation purposes

Relocates and revises the provisions for when assessments for Engli
Learner and transfer students apply to a school’s academic performance
calculations. These provisions are currently set out in 8VAC20-131-
280D.

Permits the Board to adopt special provisions for any indicator.
Previously, only dropout rate included language for special provisions

Permits the Board to add or remove assessments, and to adopt spec
provisions for school quality indicators when assessments are revise
phased in

Permits the Board to adopt measures of student growth to be incorpg
into the calculation of certain school quality indicators.

Includes language permitting school boards to appeal performance le
designations in limited circumstances that would warrant special
consideration

8VAC20-131-390
Accreditation
(New Section)

Provides that schools shall be accredited provided that actions requir
8VAC20-131-400 are completed, and that compliance with certain S(¢
requirements has been documented by the principal and school
superintendent

Establishes school accreditation ratings which will be assigned for the
academic year 2018-2019:

e “Accredited”

e “Accredited with Conditions”

e “Accreditation Denied”

Provides that performance levels for school quality indicators will be
reviewed on an annual basis, and that the resulting actions required |
8VAC20-131-400 must be taken

Establishes a triennial accreditation cycle for schools that meet the
requirements for “Accredited” status for a consecutive three-year period

8VAC20-131-400
Application of the
school quality

Requires all schools to develop comprehensive plans as requiCatiqy
and requires improvement plans and corrective action plans to be
incorporated into the comprehensive plans.

\Y
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indicator
performance levels
to actions

(New Section)

Establishes actions required of schools and school divisions based u
performance levels in each school quality indicator and other factors

Clarified that comprehensive needs assessments developed for Leve
indicators shall be used to further develop and revise existing multi-y
school improvement plans

School improvement plans for Level Two indicators would require loc
school boards approval, and such plans could be subject to a departr
established review process

If a school is at Level Two in an academic area, such schools would

undergo a department academic review, and school improvement pla
would be subject to a department-established review process, whych
include peer review from another school division

Corrective action plans would be required for Level Three indicators

Provides a process by which a division may be required to enter into
state superintendent to local superintendent agreement, depending @
level of direction and intervention needed

Establishes a process by which a school board would be required to
into a memorandum of understanding to delineate school improveme
responsibilities, when a school division fails to adopt or implements
components of a corrective action plan

Establishes the process by which the Board would consider designat
school as “Accreditation Denied” when a school fails to adopt and
implement corrective action plans with fidelity.

Provides, as provided in the Appropriation Act, that when a school bg
has failed or refused to meet certain school improvement obligations
payment of At-Risk Add-On funds shall be withheld to the school divi
until it corrects its failures

Language from existing SOA and SOQ related to Board authority to
pursue additional remedies including court action to seek compliance
school laws

8VAC20-131-410
Recognitions and
rewards for school

Relocates the provisions for the existing Virginia Index of Performang
Program for recognizing high performing schools

w
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and division
accountability
performance
(New Section)

Establishes recognition for schools demonstrating exemplar performa
on school quality indicators

8VAC20-131-420
Waivers and
alternative
accreditation plans
(New Section)

Relocates and revises provisions permitting the Board to approve
alternative accreditation plans and to waive certain provisions of the §
These provisions are currently set out in 8VAC20-131-280.C and F,
8VAC20-131-290.D, and 8VAC20-131-350.

8VAC20-131-430
Effective dates
(New Section)

Establishes that the revised SOA will be effective for the 2018-2019
school year.

Clarifies the effective dates for phasing in revisions to graduation
requirements, locally awarded verified credit provisions, academic an
career planning requirements, and application of the career and colle
readiness indicator as a school quality indicator

Previous Review or Action:
Previous review and action. Specify date and action taken below:

Date: September 22, 2016
Action: First Review of Parts I-VII only (Proposed Stage)

Date: November 17, 2016
Action: Second Review of Parts I-VII only (Proposed Stage)
Action: First Review of Proposed Concepts for Amendments to Part VIII (Proposed Stage)

Date: January 26, 2017
Action: Final Review of Parts I-VII only (Proposed Stage)

May 25, 2017

Action: First Review of Parts I-VIII (Proposed Stage)

June 22, 2017

Action: Final Review of Parts I-VIII (Proposed Stage)

October 26, 2017

Action: First Review of Parts I-VIII (Final Stage)

Timetable for Further Review/Action:



The timetable for further action shall be governed by the requirements of the Administrative
Process Act.

Impact on Fiscal and Human Resources:
The administrative impact required in promulgating these regulations will be absorbed within
existing resources.



Attachment A

Chapter 131. Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

Part |
Definitions and Purpose

8VAC20-131-5. Definitions.

The following words and terms apply only-te-these-regulatitisschapterand do not supersede those
definitions used for federal reporting purposes or for the calculation of costs reldtedStanidards of
Quality (8 22.1-253.13:1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia). When used-in-thesereguldsaimpter
these words shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Accreditation" means a process used by the Virginia Department of Education-(hereinafter
“department”) to evaluate the-eddeational performance of public schools in accordance-with these

regulationghis chapter

"Additional test" means a test, including substitute tests approved by-the-Board-of Edumartitthat
students may use in lieu of a Standards of Learning test to obtain verified credit.

"Authentic performance assessment" means a test that complies with guidelines adopted by the board
that requires students to perform a task or create a product that is typically scored using a rubric. An
authentic performance assessment may be used to confer verified credit in accordance with the
provisions of 8VAC20-131-110 B 4 and B 5.

"Board of Education” or "board" means the board responsible for the general supervision of the
public schools system in Virginia as prescribed in Section 4 of Article VIl of the Constitution of
Virginia and § 22.1-8 of the Code of Virginia.

"Class period" means a segment of timduring the-schoolnstructional day that is-approximately-1/6
of-the-instructional-dagllocated to lessons, courses, testing and assessments, or other instructional
activities and excludes homeroom.

"Credit accommodations" means adjustments to meet the standard and verified credit reqdoements
earning a Standard Diploma for students with disabilities.

"Department" means the Virginia Department of Education.

"Elementary school" means a public school with any grades kindergarten through five

ovisions of

ydents.

"English learner" or "EL" means, as prescribed in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(P.L. 89-10, as amended), an individual:

1. Who is aged three through 21 years;

2. Who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school;

3. a. Who was not born in the United States or whose native lanquage is a language other than
English;

Highlighting represents changes from
the approved Proposed Stage regulations
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Attachment A

b. (1) Who is a Native American or Alaska native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and

(2) Who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a significant
impact on the individual's level of English lanquage proficiency; or

c. Who is migratory, whose native language is a lanquage other than English, and who comes from an
environment where a language other than English is dominant; and

4. Whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be
sufficient to deny the individual the:

a. Ability to meet the challenging state academic standards;

b. Ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is English; or

c. Opportunity to participate fully in society.

"Enrollment” means the act of complying with state and local requirements relative egigteation or
admission of a child for attendance in a school within a local school division. This term also means
registration for courses within the student's home school or within related schools or programs.

"First time" means the student has not been enrolled in the school at any time during the current school
year (for purposes of 8VAC20-131-60 with reference to students who transfer in durinigableysar).

"Four-eere-areas™orfour core academic areas" means English, mathematics, science, and history and
social science for purposes of testing for the Standards of Learning.

"Graduate" means a student who has earned-a-Board-ofEdumadinitecognized diploma, which
includes the Advanced Studies Diploma, the Standard Diploma, and the Applied Studies Diploma.

“Growth” or “student growth” means student progress toward achievement as demonstrated through a
valid and reliable measure.

"Homebound instruction" means academic instruction provided to students who are confined at home or
in a health care facility for periods time that-weuld prevent normal school attendamesed upon
certification of need by a licensed physician or a licensed clinical psychologist.

"Instructional day" means all the time in a standard school day, from the beginning of the first
scheduled class period to the end of the last scheduled class period, including passing time for class
changes and excluding breaks for meals and recess.

"Instructional hours" means the hours in a standard school day, from the beqginning of the first
scheduled class period to the end of the last scheduled class period, including passing time for class
changes and excluding breaks for meals and recess.

"Locally awarded verified credit" means a verified unit of credit awarded by a local schoolrboard i
accordance with 8VAC20-131-18)3.

"Middle school" means a public school with any grades 6 through 8.

"Planning period" means-ene-class-period-per-day-orthe-equigadengiment of time in middle and

secondary schools during the instructional day thatuisencumbered of any teaching or supervisory
duties,is not less than 45 minutes or the equivalent of a class period, whichever is greater, and that
includes passing time for class changes.

Highlighting represents changes from
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"Planning time" means a segment of time for elementary teachers that provides at least an average of
30 minutes per day for planning during the student's school week as provided in § 22.1-291.1 of the
Code of Virginia.

"Recess" means a segment of free time exclusive of time provided for meals during the standard schoo
day in which students are given a break figimctured classroonmnstruction.

"Reporting group" means a subgroup of students who are identified as having common characteristics
such as students identified as belonging to major racial and ethnic groups, economically disadvantaged
students, students with disabilities, and English learners.

"School" means a publicly funded institution where students are enrolled for all or a majtrgy of
instructional day and:

1. Those students are reported in fall membership at the institution; and

2. At a minimum, the institution meets the preaccreditation eligibility requirements-ef thes
regulationghis chapteras adopted by the-Beard-of Educatimard

"Secondary school" means a public school with any grades 9 through 12.

"Standard school day" means a calendar day that averages at least five and one-half instrucgdoal hour
students in grades 1 through 12, excluding breaks for meals and recess, and a minimum of three
instructional hours for students in kindergarten.

"Standard school year" means a school year of at least 180 teaching days or a total of at least
990-teachingnstructional hours per yeaias specified in § 22.1-98 of the Code of Virginia.

"Standard unit of credit" or "standard credit" means credit awarded for a course in whichiém s
successfully completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the requirements of the course. Local school
boards may develop alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of instruction as provided for in
8VAC20-131-11and in accordance with board guidelines.

"Standards of Learning tests" or "SOL tests" means those criterion referenced assessmepts appr
the-Board-ef-Educatioboardfor use in the Virginia-assessment-progi@ssessment Progrartihat
measure attainment of knowledge and skills required by the Standards of Learning.

"Standards of Quality" means the Standards of Quality prescribed in Chapter 13.2 (8 22.1-253.13:1 et
seq.) of Title 22.1 of the Code of Virginia.

"Student" means a person of school age as defined by § 22.1-1 of the Code of Virginia, a child with
disabilities as defined in § 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia, and a persen-with-limited-English
proficieneyfor whom English is a second languagde accordance with § 22.1-5 of the Code of Virginia.

iplied by the

"Verified unit of credit” or "verified credit” means credit awarded for a course in wistidant earns a
standard unit of credit arf@ achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOL (i@st or

achieves a passing score an additional test-approved-by-the Board-of Educatiodefined in this
sectionas part of the Virginia-assessment-progresaessment Program; (iii) meets the criteria for the
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receipt of a locally awarded verified credit conferred in accordance with board criteria and guidelines

as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 3 when the student has not passed a corresponding SOL test in
English, mathematics, laboratory science, or history and social science; (iv) meets the xfiverihe

receipt of a verified credit for history and social science by demonstrating mastery of the contéwt of t
associated course on an authentic performance assessment as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 4; or (V)
meets the criteria for the receipt of a verified credit for English (writing) by demoatgig mastery of

the content of the associated course on an authentic performance assessment, as provided in 8VAC?20-
131-110 B 5.

"Virginia assessmentprografissessment Prograihimeans a system used to evaluate student
achievement that includes-Standards-of Lear8i4 tests and additional tests that may be approved
from time to time by the-Beard-of Educatiboard

8VAC20-131-10. Purpose.

The foremost purpose of public education in Virginia is to provide children vitghaquality education

giving them opportunities to meet their fullest potential in life. The standarttssfaiccreditation of

public schools in Virginia are designed to ensure that an effective educational progralishest and
maintained in Virginia's public schools. The mission of the public education system is to educats student
in the essential-aeademic knowledge and skills in order that they may be equipped for qtizesrkhi
and-aan informed and successfuyrivate life-thatisinfermed-and-free-The-acereditation-standards:

The Standards of Accreditation provide the foundation for the provision of a high quality public
education within a system of accountability and continuous improvement. They are intended to:

1. Provide an essential foundation of educational programs of high quality in all schools forealisstud

2. Encouragand promote school qualltv and acknowledqe achmvementmmimuou&mp#evement
gonevements by

schools and school divisions in multlple areas.

3. Foster public confidendbat graduating students have mastered multiple areas of learning to
include academic subjects, workplace skills, career exploration and planning, and civic and community

responsibility.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia's public schools by other institutions of learning.

5. Establish-ghe means of determining the effectiveness of scha®lgrescribed in the Standards of
Quality at § 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia, including student learning and progress and
student outcomes for multiple areas affecting school guality

Section 22.1-253.13:3 B of the Code of Virginia requires the-Virginia-Board-ef Education-{hereinafter
“beard) board promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditativoh shall include

student outcome measures, requirements and quidelines for instructional programs and for the
integration of educational technology into such instructional programs, administrative and

instructional staffing levels and positions, including staff positions for supporting educational
technology, student services, auxiliary education programs such as library and media services, course
and credit requirements for graduation from high school, community relations, and the philosophy,
goals, and objectives of public education in Virginia.

The statutory authority fortheseregulatiois chapteris delineated in § 22.1-19 of the Code of
Virginia, which includes the requirement that the board shall provide for the aceoaditapublic
elementary, middle, and secondary schools in accordance with regulations prescribed by it.

Highlighting represents changes from
the approved Proposed Stage regulations
4 11/3/17 Draft



Attachment A

Fheseregulations-govellthis chapter governgublic schools operated by local school boards providing
instruction to students as defined in 8VAC20-131-5. Other schools licensed under other stasesstat
exempt from these requirements.

Part Il
Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives

8VAC20-131-20. Philosophy, goals, and objectives.

A. Achieving school quality and continuous improvement are accomplishments dependent upon
multiple factors, including instruction, leadership, learning environment, professional staff
development, student supports, parent and community engagement, and continual evaluation of
outcomes. Goals and objectives to be achieved through these and other areas include student
opportunities for learning, closure of achievement gaps, reduction of the dropout rate, increased
graduation rates, and student mastery beyond minimum reguirements.

Preparation of all students should result in graduates who have explored and understand what
opportunities exist for them after high school and have the knowledge and abilities necessary for the
next phase of their lives as adults. Students should attain essential knowledge and skills in order that
they may be equipped to be responsible citizens, understand and meet expectations for work, gain and
apply knowledge, and plan and achieve personal life goals. In addition to academic and technical
knowledge, their education should encompass mastery of creative and critical thinking, analysis and
problem solving, and the development of personal attributes such as communication and collaboration
skills, dependability, and persistence.

The philosophy, goals, and objectives of individual schools should reflect and encompass the means by
which the Standards of Learning and Standards of Accreditation are to be achieved.

The board's objective is to provide an educational foundation that ensures students are ready to be
successful in a global economy, which includes changing and growing technology. Families, students,
employers, representatives from institutions of higher education, and educators have all expressed
concerns about adeguate preparation of Virginia's students for the future. In addition to appropriate
content knowledge, stakeholders have asked that graduates be prepared with skills and attributes such
as critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and citizenship in order to be
prepared to be successful in life and competitive in the work world. In response, the board is
redesigning the public school experience for Virginia's students so that they are adequately prepared
for the future challenges they face.

In Virginia, as a student progresses through elementary, middle, and secondary school, the college-
ready, career-ready, and citizenship-ready student is expected to achieve and apply appropriate
academic and technical knowledge; attain and demonstrate age-appropriate productive workplace
skills, qualities, and behavior; align knowledge, skills, and personal interests with career and civic
opportunities; and attain and demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary for productive citizenship
and participation in communities and governments.

A- B. Each school shall have a current philosophy, goals, and objectives that shall serve as the basis for
all policies and practices and shall be developed using the following criteria:

1. The philosophy, goals, and objectives shall be developed with the advice of professional and lay people
who represent the various populations served by the school and in consideration of the needs of the
community and shall serve as a basis for the creation and review of the biennial school plan.

2. The school's philosophy, goaésd objectives shall be consistent with the Standards of Quality.
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3. The goals and objectives shall (i) be written in plain language so as to be understandable to
noneducators, including parents; (ii) to the extent possible, be stated in measurable teriin)s; @rsist
primarily of measurable objectives to raise student and school achievement in the corecaamadenaif
the Standards of Learnirg{S©OL), to improve student and staff attendance, to reduce-student drop-
edtdropoutrates, to increase graduation rates, and to increase the quality of instruction through
professional staff development and licensure.

4. The school staff and community representatives shall review annually the extent to which the school
has met its prior goals and objectives, analyze the school's student performanoelddiag data by

grade level or academic department as necessary, and report these outcomes to the division
superintendent and the community in accordance with local school board policy. This repod shall b
addition to the schoetrepertcagdality profile required by 8VAC20-131-270 B.

B- C. Copies of the school's philosophy, goalsd objectives shall be available upon request.

Part Il
Student Achievement

8VAC20-131-30. Student achievement expectations.

A. Each student should learn the relevant grade level/course subject matter before promotion to the next
grade. The division superintendent shall certify to the Department of Education that the
division's-prometioniretentiopromotion and retentiormpolicy does not exclude students from

membership in a grade, or participation in a course, in which SOL tests are to be administered. Each
school shall have a process, as appropriate, to identify and recommend strategies to addressdhe learni
behavior, communication, or development of individual children who are having difficulty in the
educational setting.

B. In kindergarten through eighth grade, where the administration of Virgiria-assessment

progranfssessment Progranests are required by the-Beard-of Educalioard each student shall be

expected to take the tests-studdali®wing instruction. StudentSNho are accelerated shaII take the-tests
+eebiatigmdest aligned

W|th the hlqheSt qrade Ievel following mstructlon in the contento student shall take more than one

test in any content area in each yexcept in the case of expedited retakes as provided for in this

section Schools shall use the Virginia-assessment-progissassment Prograrest results in

kindergarten through eighth grade as part of a set of multiple criteria for determining tlogigmam

retention of students. Students promoted to high school from eighth grade should have attained basic

mastery of the Standards of Learning in English, history and social science, mathematics, and science and

should be prepared for high school work. Students shall not be required to retake the Mirgiria-assessment

programAssessment Progm tests unless they are retained in grade and have not previously passed the

related tests.

boardshall prowde the same criteria for ellglblllty for an expedlted retake of—anyét&ndards of
LearningSOLtest, with the exception of the writing-Standards-of- LearB8iOd, tests, to each student

regardless of grade level or course.

C. In kindergarten through grade 12, students may participate in a remediation recovery program as
established by the board in English{Readiingdding) or mathematics or both.

D. The board recommends that students in kindergarten through grade 8 not be required to attend summer
school or weekend remediation classes solely based on failing a SOL test in science

or histeryseciahistory and sociakcienceHowever, any student who fails to achieve a passing score

on all Standard of Learning assessments for the relevant grade level in grades 3 through 8 shall be
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required to attend a remediation program or to participate in another form of remediation. Further,
any student who fails an end-of-course test required for the award of a verified unit of credit shall be
required to attend a remediation program or to participate in another form of remediation.

E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course SOL tests
following course instructioriChe division superintendent shall certify to the Department of Education

that the division's policy for dropping courses ensures that students' course schedules are not changed
to avoid endef-course SOL testsStudents who achieve a passing score on an end-of-course SOL test
shall be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20
131-110. Students may earn verified units of credit in any courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are
available Students shall not be required to take an end-of-course SOL test in an academic subject after
they have earned the number of verified credits required for that academic content area for

graduation, unless such test is necessary in order for the school to meet federal accountability
requirements Middle and secondary schools may consider the student's end-of-course SOL test score in
determining the student's final course grade. However, no student who has failed an end-of-course SOL
test but passed the related course shall be prevented from taking any other course in aemataht ar

from taking the applicable end-of-course SOL test. The board may approve additional tesfg to veri
student achievement in accordance with guidelines adopted for verified units of crediediescri
8VAC20-131-110.

F. Participation in the Virginia-assessmentpregfavessment Prograroy students with disabilities

shall be prescribed by provisions of their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan. All
students with disabilities shall be assessed with appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments
where necessary.

G. AlkstudentsAny studentidentified astimited-English-proficient{LERN English Learner (EL)shall
participate in the Virginia-assessmentprogrsaessment Progranf school-based committee shall

convene and make determinations regarding the participation leiBREL students in the

Virginia assessment-progralissessment Progranin kindergarten through eighth gradetimited-English
proficientEL students may be granted a one-time exemption from SOL testing in the areas of
writing;seienee, and history and social science.

H. Students identified as foreign exchange students taking courses for credit shall be retpkesth&o
relevant Virginia-assessment-progrAssessment Progrartests as specified in subsection E of this
section Foreign exchange students who are auditing coargsasot eligible for academic credit for

those courseand-who-will-netreceive-a-standard-unit-ef-creditforsuch-courses shall not be required to
take the-Standards-of- LearniBQL tests for those courses.

8VAC20-131-40. [Repealed]

8VAC20-131-50. Requirements for graduat{effective for the students entering ninth grade prior to
the 2018-2019 school year)

A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and graduate from a Virginia high school shall be
those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Students shall be awarded a
diploma upon graduation from a Virginia high school.

The Advanced Studies Diploma shall be the recommended diploma for students pursuing baccalaureate
study. Both the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma shall prepare students for
postsecondary education and the career readiness required by the Commonwealth's economy.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete courses offered for credit in tmaaeh 9
12, credit shall be counted toward meeting the standard units required for graduation provided the courses
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are equivalent in content and academic rigor as those courses offered at the secondary level. To earn a
verified unit of credit for these courses, students must meet the requirements of 8VAEDH131

The following requirements shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a local school board has
prescribed additional requirements that have been approved by-the-Board-of EdigztioAll

additional requirements prescribed by local school boards that have been approved-by-the Board of
Edueatierboardremain in effect until such time as the local school board submits a request to the board
to amend or discontinue them.

B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014-and-bejwadgh the ninth-grade class of 2017-
2018 students shall earn the required standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of
this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Diploma.

Discipline Area Standard Units of Verified Credits
Credit Required Required

English 4 2

Mathematics 3 1

Laboratory Science 3 1

History and Social Sciences 3 1

Health and Physical Education 2

Foreign Language, Fine Arts or Career and | 2

Technical Educatioh

Economics and Personal Finance 1

Elective$ 4

Student Selected Test 1

Career and Technical Education Credehtial

Total 22 6

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two differeptselarsions
from among: Algebra |, Geometry, Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis, Algebra Il, or other
mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The board shall approve courses to satisf
requirementPer the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by studen
may be considered a mathematics course credit.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections fromhableast
different science disciplines: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics, or complétien of
sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The boart
approve courses to satisfy this requiremBet. the Standards of Quality, a computer science
course credit earned by students may be considered a science course credit.

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. al
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Virginia Government, and one course in either world history or geography or both. The board
approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

“*Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential elestiegaieed by the
Standards of Quality.

°A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, teghnolc
career and technical education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VA(
110.

®Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an ex
or occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confer:
certification or an occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or
professional association, or acquires a professional license in a career and technitahdda
from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credamtial,
license for (i) the student-selected verified credit and (ii) either a scienceany laistl social
science verified credit when the certification, license, or credential confers more than fiee ver|
credit. The examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved-by-the B
Eduecationboardas an additional test to verify student achievement.

‘Pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia, credits earned for this requirement shall
include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and technical edudiotiine Standards of

Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be considered a career ar
technical education course credit.

8Students shall earn a career and technical education credential approved by the Board of Ec
except when a career and technical education credential in a particular subject area idynot rec
available or appropriate or does not adequately measure student competency, in which case
student shall receive satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject arefy theatis
standard diploma requirements. The career and technical education credential, when requiret
include the successful completion of an industry certification, a state licensuraatamia
national occupational competency assessment, or the Virginia workplace readiness assessm

Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a noncredit-bearing ¢
a required or elective credit-bearing course that is offered online.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the 2016-2017 school year, students shall be
trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated exter
defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform cardioputmonar
resuscitation. Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan which
documents that they cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted a waiver fromn
graduation requirement, as providedr-8VAC20-131-838AC20-131-420 B

3. The-Boeard-ef Educatidmoard shall establish, through guidelines, credit accommodations to the
standard and verified credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Such credit accommodations for
students with disabilities may include:

a. Approval of alternative courses to meet the standard credit requirements;

b. Modifications to the requirements for local school divisions to award locally awarded veefiis;cr
c. Approval of additional tests to earn a verified credit;

d. Adjusted cut scores required to earn verified credit; and
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e. Allowance of work-based learning experiences.

The student's-Hrdividuatized-Education-Program-(IlHP) or 504 Plan-wedldhall specify any credit
accommodations that-weuld bee applicable-forthe-student.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard Diploma may be eligible to receive an honor
deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection H of this section.

C. Requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014-and-betfwadgh the ninth-grade class of 2017-
2018 students shall earn the required standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of
this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with an Advanced Studies Diploma.

Discipline Area Standard Units of Verified Credits
Credit Required Required

English 4 2
Mathematics 4 2
Laboratory Science 4 2

History and Social Sciences 4 2
Foreign Languade 3

Health and Physical Education 2

Fine Arts or Career and Technical Educatior| 1

Economics and Personal Finance 1

Electives 3

Student Selected T&st 1

Totaf” 26 9

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three differeatssections
from among: Algebra |, Geometry, Algebra Il, or other mathematics courses above the level ¢
Algebra Il. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requireRerihe Standards of
Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be considered a mathema
course credit.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections fromtlatdeas
different science disciplines from among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or
completion of the sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate C
The board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this requirdpegrihe Standards of Quality.
a computer science course credit earned by students may be considered a science course cr

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. al
Virginia Government, and two courses in either world history or geography or both. The bdarc
approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.
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“*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one languaggeard\
of two languages.

®Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be
considered a career and technical education course credit.

& A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer scieckaptogy,
career or technical education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in BYACZ
110.

%ZStudents shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a noncredit-bearing
or may be a course required to earn this diploma that is offered online.

Students completing the requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma may be eligible to receive an
honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection H of this section.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the 2016-2017 school year, studenie ghaitied in
emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated externdattagbril
including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscatdents
with an-ndividualized-EducationProgram-(lHEP or 504 Plan-whiclthat documents that they cannot
successfully complete this training shall be granted a waiver from this graduation requirement, as
providedin 8¥AC20-131-35(BVAC20-131-420 B

D. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students with disabilities who

complete the requirements of theilndividualized-Education-Program [EPPAnd do not meet the

requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Applied Studies Diplomas.

E. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality, students who complete prescribed
programs of studies defined by the local school board but do not qualify for a Standard Diploma, an
Advanced Studies Diploma, or an Applied Studies Diploma shall be awarded Certificates of Program
Completion. The requirements for Certificates of Program Completion are developed by local school
boards in accordance with the Standards of Quality.

F. In accordance with the provisions of the compulsory attendance law and 8VAC20-30, Regulations
Governing Adult High School Programs, students who do not qualify for diplomas may earn a high
school equivalency credential.

G. At a student's request, the local school board shall communicate or otherwise make known to
institutions of higher education, potential employers, or other applicable third parties, in a thantrer

local school board deems appropriate, that a student has attained the state's academic expectations by
earning a Virginia diploma and that the value of such a diploma is not affected in any way by the
accreditation status of the student's school.

H. Awards for exemplary student performance. Students who demonstrate academic
excellence-andfor outstanding achievement may be eligible for one or more of the following awards:

1. Student§ he Governor's Seal shall be awarded to student® complete the requirements for an
Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of "B" or better, and successfully complete college
level coursework that will earn the student at least nine transferable collegeinréditainced

Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Cambridge, or dual enroliment ceursexeivall r

the-Governors-Seal-onthe-diploma.

2. Student§ he Board of Education Seal shall be awarded to studemte® complete the requirements
for a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade-ef“A*shall-receive a

Board of Education Seal on the diploma.
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3. The Board of Education's Career and Technical Education-Seghalilbe awarded to students who

earn a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed sequence of courses
in a career and technical education concentration or specialization that they choose and aridhiai

better average in those courses; or (i) pass an examination or an occupational competency assessment in a
career and technical education concentration or specialization that confers tiertificaccupational

competency credential from a recognized industry, trade or professional association or (ii) acquire a
professional license in that career and technical education field from the Commbrof&étyinia.

The-Board-ef Educationoard shall approve all professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy

these requirements.

4. The Board of Education's Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Techreloghallitbe awarded to
students who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i) satisfy all of the
mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units of credit including Algebra |
two verified units of credit) with a "B" average or better; and (ii) either (a) passanination in a career
and technical education field that confers certification from a recognized industigg@ot

professional association; (b) acquire a professional license in a career and techrtatbn field from

the Commonwealth of Virginia; or (c) pass an examination approved by the board that cordges coll
level credit in a technology or computer science area—Fhe-Beoard-of Edumadiaishall approve all
professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

5. The Board of Education's Seal for Excellence in Civics Educatioshuill be awarded to students
who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i) complete Virginia and
United States-Histerliistory and Virginia and United States-Geveramgavernmentcourses with a
grade of "B" or higher; (ii) have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions asidetkby local
school board policies; and (iii) complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or
extracurricular activities. Activities thatweuld satisfy the requirementsaofel (iii) of this subdivision
include: (a) volunteering for a charitable or religious organization that providésesetw the poor, sick,
or less fortunate; (b) participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizétijons;
participating in JROTC; (d) participating in political campaigns or governmesrnsttips, or Boys State,
Girls State, or Model General Assembly; or (e) participating in school-sponsored extracuagtuibes
that have a civics focus. Any student who enlists in the United States military prior to
graduation-willshall be deemed to have met this community service requirement.

6. The Board of Education's Seal of Biliteracy-wiiall be awarded to students who demonstrate
proficiency in English and at least one other language and meet additional criteria established by the
board. Such sealwidihall be awarded to eligible students graduating from public high schools in the
Commonwealth beginning in 2016.

7. Students may receive other seals or awards for exceptional academic, career and technical, citizenship,
or other exemplary performance in accordance with criteria defined by the local school board.

I. Students completing graduation requirements in a summer school program shall be eligible for a
diploma. The last school attended by the student during the regular session shall award the diploma unless
otherwise agreed upon by the principals of the two schools.

J. Students who complete Advanced Placement courses, college-level courses, or courses required for an
International Baccalaureate Diploma shall be deemed to have completed the requirements for graduation
under these standards provided they have earned the standard units of credit and earned verified units of
credit in accordance with the requirements for the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies, Diplom
as specified in subsections B and C of this section.
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K. Students shall be counseled annually regarding the opportunities for using additionat ssstsifig
verified credits, as provided in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110, and the
consequences of failing to fulfill the obligations to complete the requirements for verifiediciedit.

8VAC20-131-51. Requirements for graduation (effective with the students who enter the ninth grade in
the 2018-2019 school year).

A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and graduate from a Virginia high school shall be
those in effect when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Students shall be awarded a
diploma upon graduation from a Virginia high school.

Both the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma shall provide multiple paths toward
college, career, and citizenship readiness for students to follow in the later years of high school. Each
such pathway shall provide meaningful and rigorous opportunities tied to instruction to achieve
workplace and citizenship skills through experiences such as internships, externships, credentialing,
and blended learning, which may be offered for credit toward high school graduatiea-inaccerdance
with-department guidelines.

In accordance with the Profile of a Virginia Graduate approved by the board, the instructional
program leading to a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma shall ensure that students (i)
attain the knowledge, skills, competencies, and experiences necessary to be successful in the evolving
global economy whether immediately entering the world of work or pursuing a postsecondary
education and (ii) acquire and be able to demonstrate foundational skills in critical thinking, creative
thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete courses offered for credit in grades 9
through 12, credit shall be counted toward meeting the standard units required for graduation provided
the courses are equivalent in content and academic rigor as those courses offered at the secondary
level. To earn a verified unit of credit for these courses, students must meet the requireofent
8VAC20-131-110.

The requirements in this section shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a local school
board has prescribed additional requirements that have been approved by the board. All additional
requirements prescribed by local school boards that have been approved by the board remain in effect
until such time as the local school board submits a request to the board to amend or discontinue them.

B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2018-2019 and beyond, students shall earn the required
standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Diploma.

A "standard unit of credit" or "standard credit" is a credit awarded for a course in which the student
successfully completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the requirements of the course. Local schoo
boards may develop alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of instruction as provided for
in 8VAC20-131-110 and in accordance with board guidelines.

A "verified unit of credit" or "verified credit” is a credit awarded for a course in which a student earns
a standard unit of credit and (i) achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOL test;
(ii) achieves a passing score on an additional test, as defined in 8VAC20-131-5 as part of the Virginia
Assessment Program; (iii) meets the criteria for the receipt of a locally awarded edrdiedit

conferred in accordance with board criteria and guidelines as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 3 when
the student has not passed a corresponding SOL test in English, mathematics, laboratory science, or
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history and social science; (iv) meets the criteria for the receipt of a verified credhittory and

social science by demonstrating mastery of the content of the associated course on an authentic
performance assessment, as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 4; or (v) meets the criteria for the recei
of a verified credit for English (writing) by demonstrating mastery of the content ofdksociated

course on authentic performance assessments as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 5.

No more than one locally awarded verified credit may be used to satisfy these requirements, &xce
provided in subdivision 3 of this subsection for credit accommodations for students with digedilit

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit Verified Credits Required
Required

English (reading and writing) 4

Mathematics

(o8}
=

Laboratory Science

(o8}
=

History and Social Science

(o8}
=

Health and Physical Education| 2

World Language, Fine Arts or | 2

Career and Technical

Education

Economics and Personal 1

Finance

Electives 4

Total 22 5

Discipline Area Specifications

T, T R vy Tohall T - oni.

Mathematics Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at le
two different course selections from among: algebra |, geometry
algebra functions, and data analysis, algebra Il, or other
mathematics courses approved by the board to satisfy this
requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science
course credit earned by students may be considered a mathem
course credit.

Laboratory Science Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include cou
selection from at least two different science disciplines: earth
sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics, or completion of the
sequence of science courses required for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma and shall include interdisciplinary caas
that incorporate Standards of Learning content from multiple
academic areas. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science
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course credit earned by students may be considered a science
course credit.

History and Social Science

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include
Virginia and U.S. history, Virginia and U.S. government, and on
course in either world history or geography or both. The board
shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

Laboratory Science, and History

Students who complete a career and technical education progrd

and Social Science

sequence and pass an examination or occupational competenc
assessment in a career and technical education field that confe
certification or an occupational competency credential from a
recognized industry, or trade or professional association, or
acquires a professional license in a career and technical educat
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the
certification, competency credential, or license for either a
laboratory science or history and social science verified credit
when the certification, license, or credential confers more than
one verified credit. The examination or occupational competgn
assessment must be approved by the board as an additional te
verify student achievement.

World Language, Fine Arts or

Per the Standards of Quality, credits earned for this requiremen

Career and Technical Educatiof

shall include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and

technical education. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer
science course credit earned by students may be considered a
career and technical course credit.

Electives

Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two
sequential electives as required by the Standards of Quality.

Additional Requirements for Graduation

Advanced Placement, Honors,

In accordance with the Standards of Quality, students shall eith

or International Baccalaureate

(i) complete an Advanced Placement, honors, or International

Course or Career and Technica

Baccalaureate course, or (ii) earn a career and technical

Education Credential

education credential approved by the board, except when a car
and technical education credential in a particular subject area i
not readily available or appropriate or does not adequately
measure student competency, in which case the student shall
receive satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subjec
area to satisfy the standard diploma requirements. The career &
technical education credential, when required, could include thdg
successful completion of an industry certification, a state licensy
examination, a national occupational competency assessment,
the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

Virtual Course

Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which
may be a non-credit-bearing course or a required or elective
credit-bearing course that is offered online.
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Training in emergency first aid, | Students shall be trained in emergency first aid, CPR, and the U
cardiopulmonary resuscitation | of AED, including hands-on practice of the skills hecessary to
(CPR), and the use of automatq perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an IEP or
external defibrillators (AED) 504 Plan that documents that they cannot successfully complet
this training shall be granted a waiver from this graduation
requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B.

Demonstration of the five Cs Students shall acquire and demonstrate foundational skills in
critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication
and citizenship in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate approved by the board.

3. The board shall establish through guidelines credit accommodations to the standard and verified
credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Such credit accommodations for students with disssiliti

may include:
a. Approval of alternative courses to meet the standard credit requirements;

b. Modifications to the requirements for local school divisions to award locally awarded verified
credits;

c. Approval of additional tests to earn a verified credit;

d. Adjusted cut scores required to earn verified credit; and

e. Allowance of work-based learning experiences.

The student's IEP or 504 Plan shall specify any credit accommodations applicable for the student.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard Diploma may be eligible to receive an honor
deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in subsection H of this section.

C. Requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2018-2019 and beyond, students shall earn the required
standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with an Advanced Studies Diploma.

A "standard unit of credit" or "standard credit" is a credit awarded for a course in which the student
successfully completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the requirements of the course. Local schoo
boards may develop alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of instruction as provided for
in 8VAC20-131-110 and in accordance with board guidelines.

A "verified unit of credit” or "verified credit" is a credit awarded for a course in which a studersras

a standard unit of credit and (i) achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOL test;
(ii) achieves a passing score on an additional test, as defined in 8VAC20-131-5, as part of the Virginia
Assessment Program; (iii) meets the criteria for the receipt of a locally awardediegrifedit

conferred in accordance with board criteria and quidelines as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 3 when
the student has not passed a corresponding SOL test in English, mathematics, laboratory science, or
history and social science; (iv) meets the criteria for the receipt of a verified credhittory and

social science by demonstrating mastery of the content of the associated course on an authentic
performance assessment, as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 4; or (v) meets the criteria for timt rece
of a verified credit for English (writing) by demonstrating mastery of the content of ttebamted

course on an authentic performance assessment, as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 5.
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No more than one locally awarded verified credit may be used to satisfy these requirements.

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit Verified Credits Required
Required

English (reading and writing) 4 2

Mathematics 4 1

Laboratory Science 4 1

History and Social Science 4 1

World Language 3

Health and Physical Education | 2

Fine Arts or Career and 1

Technical Education

Economics and Personal 1

Einance

Electives 3

Total 26 5

Discipline Area

Specifications

Tk road Fwrtng)

TFhe board shall approve courses-to-satisfy this reguirement.

Mathematics

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at le
three different course selections from among: algebra |, geometr
algebra I, or other mathematics courses above the level of algel
Il. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. H
the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earnt
by students may be considered a mathematics course credit.

Laboratory Science

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include cour
selections from at least three different science disciplines from
among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or comple
of the sequence of science courses required for the Internationa
Baccalaureate Diploma and shall include interdisciplinary course
that incorporate Standards of Learning content from multiple
academic areas. The board shall approve additional courses to
satisfy this requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a compute
science course credit earned by students may be considered a
science course credit.

History and Social Science

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include Virgi
and U.S. history, Virginia and U.S. government, and two coursesg
either world history or geography or both. The board shall appro
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additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

World Language

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three
years of one language or two years of two languages.

Fine Arts or Career and
Technical Education

Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit
earned by students may be considered a career and technical ci

Electives

Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two
sequential electives as required by the Standards of Quality.

Additional Requirements for Graduation

Advanced Placement, Honors, ¢

In accordance with the Standards of Quality, students shall eithe

International Baccalaureate

(i) complete an Advanced Placement, honors, or International

Course or Career and Technical

Baccalaureate course or (ii) earn a career and technical educatic

Education Credential

credential approved by the board, except when a career and
technical education credential in a particular subject area is not
readily available or appropriate or does not adequately measure
student competency, in which case the student shall receive
satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject area to
satisfy the advanced studies diploma requirements. The career 4
technical education credential, when required, could include the
successful completion of an industry certification, a state licensu
examination, a national occupational competency assessment, g
the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

Virtual Course

Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which n
be a non-credit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-
bearing course that is offered online.

Training in emergency first aid,

Students shall be trained in emergency first aid, CPR, and the ug

cardiopulmonary resuscitation

of AED, including hands-on practice of the skills necessary to

(CPR), and the use of automate

perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an IEP or

external defibrillators (AED).

504 Plan that documents that they cannot successfully complete

this training shall be granted a waiver from this graduation
requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B.

Demonstration of the five Cs

Students shall acquire and demonstrate foundational skills in

critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication,
and citizenship in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate approved by the board.

D. Requirements for an Applied Studies Diploma. In accordance with the requirements of the

Standards of Quality, a student with disabilities who completes the requirements of the student's IEP

and does not meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Applied Studies Diplomas in

accordance with state and federal laws and requlations regarding special education.

Students who pursue an Applied Studies Diploma shall be allowed to pursue a Standard Diploma or an

Advanced Studies Diploma at any time during high school. Such students shall not be excluded from

courses or tests required to earn these diplomas.
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E. Requirements for Certificates of Program Completion. In accordance with the requirements of the
Standards of Quality, students who complete prescribed programs of studies defined by the local school
board but do not gualify for a Standard Diploma, an Advanced Studies Diploma, or an Applied Studies
Diploma shall be awarded Certificates of Program Completion. The requirements for Certifaaite
Program Completion are developed by local school boards in accordance with the Standards of

Quality.

F. In accordance with the provisions of the compulsory attendance law and 8VAC20-30, Requlations
Governing Adult High School Programs, students who do not qualify for diplomas may earn a high
school equivalency credential. The requirements for the General Achievement Diploma are provided in
8VAC20-20.

G. At a student's request, the local school board shall communicate or otherwise make known to
institutions of higher education, potential employers, or other applicable third parties, in a manner that
the local school board deems appropriate, that a student has attained the state's academic expectations
by earning a Virginia diploma and that the value of such a diploma is not affected in any way by the
accreditation status of the student's school.

H. Awards for exemplary student performance. Students who demonstrate academic excellence and
outstanding achievement may be eligible for one or more of the following awards:

1. The Governor's Seal shall be awarded to students who complete the requirements for an Advanced
Studies Diploma with an average grade of "B" or better and successfully complete college-level
coursework that shall earn the student at least nine transferable college credits in Advanced Placement
(AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Cambridge, or dual enrollment courses.

2. The Board of Education Seal shall be awarded to students who complete the requirements for a
Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of "A."

3. The Board of Education's Career and Technical Education Seal shall be awarded to students who
earn a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed sequence of
courses in a career and technical education concentration or specialization that they choose and
maintain a "B" or better average in those courses or (i) pass an examination or an occupational
competency assessment in a career and technical education concentration or specialization that
confers certification or occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, trade, or
professional association or (ii) acquire a professional license in that career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia. The board shall approve all professional licenses and
examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

4. The Board of Education's Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology shall be awarded to
students who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i) satisfy all of the
mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma with a "B" average or better and (ii)

pass an examination in a career and technical education field that confers certification from a
recognized industry, or trade or professional association; acquire a professional license in a career and
technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia; or pass an examination approved by the
board that confers college-level credit in a technology or computer science area. The board shall
approve all professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

5. The Board of Education's Seal for Excellence in Civics Education shall be awarded to students who
earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i) complete Virginia and United
States history and Virginia and United States government courses with a grade of "B" or_higher; (ii)
have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions as determined by local school board policies; and
(iii) complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular aities.
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Activities that satisfy the requirements of clause (iii) of this subdivision incl@@gvolunteering for a
charitable or religious organization that provides services to the poor, sick, or less fortunate; (b)
participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizations; (c) participating in JROTC;

(d) participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State, GirlseStatModel
General Assembly; or (e) patrticipating in school-sponsored extracurricular activities that haveiesci
focus. Any student who enlists in the United States military prior to graduation shall be deemed to have
met this community service requirement.

6. The Board of Education's Seal of Biliteracy shall be awarded to students who demonstrate
proficiency in English and at least one other language and meet additional criteria established by the
board.

7. The Board of Education's Seal for Excellence in Science and the Environment shall be awarded to
students who earn either a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma and (i) complete at least
three different first-level board-approved laboratory science courses and at least one rigorous
advanced-level or postsecondary-level laboratory science course, each with a grade of "B" or higher;
(ii) complete laboratory or field-science research and present that research in a flpforaed setting;

and (iii) complete at least 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extnaowlar
activities that involve the application of science such as environmental monitoring, protection,
management, or restoration.

8. Students may receive other seals or awards for exceptional academic, career and technical,
citizenship, or other exemplary performance in accordance with criteria defined by the local school
board.

|. Students completing graduation requirements in a summer school program shall be eligible for a
diploma. The last school attended by the student during the regular session shall award the diploma
unless otherwise agreed upon by the principals of the two schools.

J. Students who complete Advanced Placement courses, college-level courses, or courses required for
an International Baccalaureate Diploma shall be deemed to have completed the course reguirements
for graduation under these standards provided they have earned the total number of standard units of
credit and verified units of credit in each discipline area in accordance with the requirements for the
Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma, as specified in subsections B and & of thi
section.

K. Students shall be counseled annually regarding the opportunities for using additional tests for
earning verified credits, as provided in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110, and the
consequences of failing to fulfill the obligations to complete the requirements for verifiedsurfit

credit.

8VAC20-131-60. Transfer students.

A. The provisions of this section pertain generally to students who transfer into Virgimischigols.
Students transferring in grades-Kd@dergarten through 8from Virginia public schools or nonpublic
schools accredited by one of the approved accrediting constituent members of the Virginiaf@ouncil
Private EducatioiVCPE) shall be given recognition for all grade-level work completed. The academic
record of students transferring from all other schools shall be evaluated to determindatppyoge
placement in accordance with policies adopted by the local school board. The State Testirgy Identif
(STI) for students who transfer into a Virginia public school from another Virginia mdfimol shall be
retained by the receiving school.

B. For the purposes of this section, the term "beginning" means within the first 20 hoursuofiorsfrer
course. The term "during” means after the first 20 hours of instruction per course.
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C. Standard or verified units of credit earned by a student in a Virginia public school shall lezatdesf
without limitation regardless of the accreditation status of the Virginiagsitihool in which the credits
were earned. Virginia public schools shall accept standard and verified units of creditifeorigginia
public schools, Virginia's virtual learning program, Virtual Virginia, and state-operetgoams.

Standard units of credit also shall be accepted for courses satisfactorily completedditesitcolleges

and universities when prior written approval of the principal has been granted or the student has been
given credit by the previous school attended.

D. A secondary school shall accept credits toward graduation received from Virginia nonpuldis scho
accredited by one of the approved accrediting constituent members-ef-the-\Virginia-Council-fer Privat
Education(/CPREYCPE. The-Beard-efEducation-wiloard shallmaintain contact with the VCPE and
may periodically review its accrediting procedures and policies as part of its policershiadsection.

Nothing in these standards shall prohibit a public school from accepting standard units of credit toward
graduation awarded to students who transfer from all other schools when the courses for which the
student receives credit generally match the description of or can be substituted forfoouwbkih the
receiving school gives standard credit, and the school from which the child transféesdhet the

courses for which credit is given meet the requirements of 8VAC20-131-110 A.

E. The academic record of a student transferring from other Virginia public schools st béeectly

to the school receiving the student upon request of the receiving school in accordance watvigiong

of the 8VAC20-150, Management of the Student's Scholastic Record in the Public Schools of Virginia.
The State Testing Identifier (STI) for students who transfer into a Virginia public schoohhother
Virginia public school shall be retained by the receiving school.

F. The academic record of a student transferring into Virginia public schools fromhathex Virginia

public school shall be evaluated to determine the number of standard units of credit that have been earned,
including credit from schools outside the United States, and the number of verified units of credit needed

to graduate in accordance with subsection G of this section. Standard units of credit also steitbe ac

for courses satisfactorily completed in accredited colleges and universities when the student has be

given credit by the previous school attended.

Students transferring above the tenth grade from schools or other education programs that do not require
or give credit for health and physical education shall not be required to take these courses to meet
graduation requirements.

Students transferring into a Virginia public school from other than a Virginia public school shall earn
no fewer than the number of verified units listed in subdivision G 1 or G 2 of this section. The school
division shall accept the following tests from the sending state, country, private school, or Department
of Defense Educational Activity school for the purpose of awarding verified units of credit in caurse
previously completed at another school or program of study, for the purpose of awarding a Virginia
high school diploma:

1. End-of-course tests required for graduation by the sending state;

2. Exit tests required for graduation by the sending state; and

3. National norm-referenced achievement tests. When students transfer to a Virginia public school
from a state that requires a national norm-referenced achievement test, and that state education
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agency has set a "cut score" or passing score for the purpose of graduation, the school division shall
accept the test for the purpose of awarding a verified credit if the test includes some cantent

subject for which a verified credit may be awarded. If that state education agency has not set a cut
score for the norm-referenced test, the test may not be used for the purpose of awarding a verified
credit or earning a high school diploma.

Any substitute test approved by the board for verified credit shall be accepted in lieu of the applicable
SOL tests if the applicable standard credit has been earned by the student.

The sending state's test must include content in the subjects for which verified credit is adiaftie

test does not have to be comparable to a Virginia SOL test, so long as the test includes some content in
the subject area. If the test includes some content from more than one subject, verifietscshdll be
awarded for every subject area covered by the test.

G. Students entering a Virginia public high school for the first time after the tenth gradsashals

many credits as possible toward grescribedgraduation requirementspreseribed-in-8VAC20-131-50.
However, schools may substitute courses required in other states in the same content areddhthig st
unable to meet the specific content requirements of 8VAC20-13t-89AC20-131-51,

respectivelywithout taking a heavier than normal course load in any semester, by taking summer school,
or by taking courses after the tlme whenhnestudentothermse would have graduateel—tn—any—event no
dents be

The graduation requirements for students transferring into a Virginia high school for the first time

shall be as follows:

1. For a Standard Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first @tae beginning of oduring the ninth
grade-erat-the-beginning-of- the-tenth-grpder to the 2018-2019 school yeshall-earnr-credit-aseet
the graduation requirementgrescribed in 8VAC20-131-505tudents entering a Virginia high school
for the first time at the beginning of or during the ninth grade in the 2018-2019 school year or
thereafter shall meet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51.

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first t@hthe beginning of orduring the tenth

gradeprior to the 2019-2020 school year at the beginning of the eleventh grader to the 2020-2021
school yearshallmeet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50, except that such
students shall only be required ®arn a minimum of four verified units of credit: one each in English,

mathematics, hlstory, and smenseudentswheeempteteareareeeand%ehmeakedeeanewprogram

e#hetew&nd%eeakseene&%d—emdﬂ—ee&t&nﬁe&%@%@%%@mednq a Vqulnla hlqh

school for the first time at the beqginning of or during the tenth grade in the 2019-2020 school year or
thereafter or at the beqginning of the eleventh grade in the 2020-2021 school year or thereafter, shall
meet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51.

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the eleventhgyirad® the 2020-
2021 school yeaor at the beginning of the twelfth grageor to the 2021-2022 school yeahallmeet

the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50, except that such students shall only be
required toearn a minimum of two verified units of credit: one in English androngathematics if
participation in mathematics testing is required by federal law, otherwise, such verified gredit

be of the student's own choosirtudents entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the
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eleventh grade in the 2020-2021 school year or thereafter, or at the beginning of twelfth grade in the
2021-2022 school year or thereafter, shall meet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-51, except that such students shall only be required to earn a minimum of two verified units of
credit: one in English and one in mathematics if participation in mathematics testing igined by
federal law, otherwise, such verified credit may be of the student's own choosing.

d. Students transferring after 20 instructional hours per course of their senior or twelfth grade year
shall be given every opportunity to earn a diploma following the graduation requirements prescribed in
8VAC20-131-50 for students entering prior to the 2021-2022 school year, or following the graduation
requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51 for students entering in the 2021-2022 school year or
thereafter. If it is not possible for the student to meet the requirements for a diploma, arraegem

should be made for the student's previous school to award the diploma. If these arrangements cannot
be made, a waiver of the verified unit of credit requirements may be available to the student. The
Department of Education may grant such waivers upon request by the local school board in
accordance with guidelines prescribed by the board.

2. For an Advanced Studies Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first @tlne beginning of oduring the ninth
grade-eratthe beginning-ofthe tenth-grpder to the 2018-2019 school yeahall earn credit as
prescribed in 8VAC20-131-505tudents entering a Virginia high school for the first time at the
beginning of or during the ninth grade in the 2018-2019 school year or thereatfter shall earn credit as
prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51.

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first t@hthe beginning of oduring the tenth
gradeprior to the 2019-2020 school year at the beginning of the eleventh grader to the 2020-2021
school yearshallmeet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50, except that such
students shall only be required tarn a minimum of six verified units of credit: two in English and one
each in mathematics, history, and science and one of the student's own cheeosiBmydmmds entering a
Virginia high school for the first time at the beginning of or during the tenth grade in the 2019-2020
school year or thereafter or at the beginning of the eleventh grade in the 2020-2021 school year or
thereafter shall earn credit as prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51.

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the eleventhgyiadi® the 2020-
2021 school yeaor at the beginning of the twelfth grageor to the 2021-2022 school yeahallmeet

the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50, except that such students shall only be
required toearn a minimum of four verified units of credit: one in English-and-tlaee in mathematics

if required participation in mathematics testing is required by federal law, otherwise sucliiegri

credit may be of the student's own choosing, and two additional verified crefliise student's own
choosingStudents entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the eleventh grade in the
2020-2021 school year or thereafter, or at the beginning of the twelfth grade in the 2021-2022 school
year or thereafter, shall meet the graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51, except that
such students shall only be required to earn a minimum of two verified units of credit: one in English,
and one in mathematics if required participation in mathematics testing is required by fediangl
otherwise such verified credit may be of the student's own choosing.

d. Students transferring after 20 instructional hours per course of their senior or twelfth grade year
shall be given every opportunity to earn a diploma following the graduation requirements prescribed in
8VAC20-131-50 for students entering prior to the 2021-2022 school year, or following the graduation
requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-51 for students entering in the 2021-2022 school year or
thereafter. If it is not possible for the student to meet the requirements for a diploma, arraegem

should be made for the student's previous school to award the diploma. If these arrangements cannot
be made, a waiver of the verified unit of credit requirements may be available to the student. The
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Department of Education may grant such waivers upon request by the local school board in
accordance with quidelines prescribed by the board.

3. For an Applied Studies Diploma: In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of Quality,
students with disabilities who complete the requirements of their Individualized Education Plan and do
not meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be awarded Applied Studies Diplomas in
accordance with state and federal laws and regulations regarding special education.

Students who pursue an Applied Studies Diploma shall be allowed to pursue a Standard Diploma or an
Advanced Studies Diploma at any time during high school. Such students shall not be excluded from
courses or tests required to earn these diplomas.

4. For a Certificate of Program Completion: In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of
Quality, students who complete prescribed programs of studies defined by the local school board, but
do not qualify for a Standard Diploma, an Advanced Studies Diploma, or an Applied Studies Diploma
shall be awarded Certificates of Program Completion. The requirements for Certificates of Program
Completion are developed by local school boards in accordance with the Standards of Quality.

bventh

Dj it ible for the

'S previous
Rit of credit

£ H. Any local school division receiving approval to increase its course credit requirenreatdiffloma

may not deny either the Standard Diploma or the Advanced Studies Diploma to any transfer student who
has otherwise met the requirements contained in these standards if the transfer studentreat tmé
division's additional requirements by taking a heavier than normal course load in any semester, by taking
summer school, or by taking courses after the time whénehgtudentotherwise would have graduated.

& 1. The transcript of a student who graduates or transfers from a Virginia secondary school &irail con
to the requirements of 8VAC20-160, Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts.

K- J. The accreditation status of a high school shall not be included on the student transcript pyovided t
colleges, universities, or employers. The board expressly states that any student who has met the
graduation requirements-established-in-8\VAC20-88And has received a Virginia diploma holds a
diploma that should be recognized as equal to any other Virginia diploma of the same type, redardless o
the accreditation status of the student's high school. It is the express policy of the board that no student
shall be affected by the accreditation status of the student's school. The board shall take appropriate
action, from time to time, to ensure that no student is affected by the accreditatisrokthe student's

school.

Part IV
School Instructional Program

8VAC20-131-70. Program of instruction and learning objectives.

A. As required by the Standards of Quality, each local school board shall develop and implement a
program of instruction for grades kindergarten through 12 that is aligned to the Standards of Learning
and meets or exceeds the requirements of the board. The program of instruction shall emphasize
reading, writing, speaking, mathematical concepts and computations, proficiency in the use of
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computers and related technology, computer science and computational thinking, including computer
coding, and scientific concepts and processes; essential skills and concepts of citizenship, including
knowledge of Virginia history and world and United States history, economics, government, foreign
languages, international cultures, health and physical education, environmental issues, and geography
necessary for responsible participation in American society and in the international community; fine
arts, which may include music and art, and practical arts; knowledge and skills needed to qualify for
further education, gainful employment, or training in a career or technical field; and development of
the ability to apply such skills and knowledge in preparation for eventual employment and lifelong
learning and to achieve economic self-sufficiency.

B. As described in 8VAC20-131-51 and in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia Graduate

approved by the board, the instructional program and learning objectives shall ensure that students (i)
attain the knowledge, skills, competencies, and experiences necessary to be successful in the evolving
global economy whether immediately entering the world of work or pursuing a postsecondary
education and (ii) acquire and be able to demonstrate foundational skills in critical thinking, creative
thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship. Consistent with the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate, the instructional program and learning objectives shall ensure that, as age appropriate,
during the kindergarten through grade 12 experience, students achieve and apply appropriate career
development and technical knowledge. During the elementary and middle school years, students shall
explore personal interests, be exposed to different types of careers, and plan for career development. In
the later school years students are to attain and demonstrate productive workplace skills, qualities, and
behaviors; align knowledge, skills, and personal interests with career opportunities; and understand
and demonstrate civic responsibility and community engagement.

A- C. Each school shall provide a program of instruction that promotes individual student academic
achievement in the essential academic disciplines and shall provide additional instrogimmalnities

that meet the abilities, interests, and educational needs of students. Each schochklistil kestrning
objectives to be achieved by students at successive grade levels that meet or exceed the knowledge and
skills contained in the Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, scienee—and-higbhjstory

and socialscience adopted by the board and shall continually assess the progress of each student in
relation to the objectives.

B- D. Instruction shall be designed to accommodate all students, including those identified with
disabilities in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or § 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, as amended, those identified-as-gifteditalgifted or talented and those whe-have

hm#ed—Enghsh—preﬁaene)gre ELs Eaeh—seheel—slﬂ#p;ewde—studei%rdemﬁed—as—g#ted#alemed with

g#ted#talented—students Students W|th dlsabllltles shaII have the opportunlty tceracfaik/contlnuum
of education services, in accordance with-8¥AC2@B8BC20-81 Regulations Governing Special
Education Programs for Children with Disabilities in Virginia and other pertinent fedetstatdaws
and regulations.

8VAC20-131-80. Instructional program in elementary schools.

A. The elementary school shall provide each student a program of instruction that corresponds to the
Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science;-and-histeryfssima)l and sociakcience. In
addition, each school shall provide instruction in art, music, and physical education and health and shall
require students to participate in a program of physical fithess during the regular school year
accordance with guidelines established by-the-Board-of Edudmiaod In addition, each school shall
provide instruction in career exploration in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-140.

B. In kindergarten through grade 3, reading, writing, spelling, and mathematics shall be the flogus of
instructional program. Schools shall maintain an early skills and knowledge achievement record in
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reading and mathematics for each student in grades kindergarten threugh grade 3 to monitor student
progress and to promote successful achievement on the third grade SOL tests. This record shall be
included with the student's records if the student transfers to a new school.

In accordance with the Standards of Quality, local school boards shall implement early identification,
diagnosis, and assistance for students with reading and mathematics problems and provide
instructional strategies and reading and mathematics practices that benefit the develomiherading
and mathematics skills for all students.

C. To provide students with sufficient opportunity to learn, a minimum of 75% of the annuattiosial

time of 990 hours shall be given to instruction in the disciplines of English, mathematics, science,
and-histery/seeidhistory and sociakcience. Students who are not successfully progressing in early
reading proficiency or who are unable to read with comprehension the materials used for instruttion shal
receive additional instructional time in reading, which may include summer school.

In accordance with the Standards of Quality, local school divisions shall provide reading intervention
services to students in grades kindergarten through 3 who demonstrate deficiencies based on their
individual performance on the SOL reading test or any reading diagnostic test that meets criteria
established by the Department of Education. The local school division, in its discretion, shall provide
such reading intervention services prior to promoting a student from grade 3 to grade 4.

D. Elementary schools are encouraged to provide instructien-in-faweidd languages.
8VAC20-131-90. Instructional program in middle schools.

A. The middle school shall provide each student a program of instruetien tluhictorresponds to the
Standards of Learning for English, mathematics, science;-and-histeay/fistwiry and sociakcience. In
addition, each school shall provide instruction in art, musie—fomarid language, physical education

and health, and career and technical exploration and shall require students to participate in a program of
physical fitness during the regular school year in accordance with guidelines establiste8dyrthof
Educatiorboard Each middle school shall provide a course in career investigation in accordance with
the provisions of 8VAC20-131-140. School divisions may seek alternate means of delivering the career
investigation course content provided it is equivalent in content and rigor and provides the foundation
for students to develop their academic and career plans as described in 8VAC20-131-140 C 2. Possible
alternative means to deliver the career investigation course content could include online methods,
middle school exploratory course options, and delivering the course content through other courses.

B. The middle school shall provide a minimum of eight courses to students in the eighth grade. English,
mathematics, science, and-history/sohiatory and sociakcience shall be required. Four elective

courses shall be available: level one ef-afergignd language, one in health and physical education,

one in fine arts, and one in career and technical exploration.

C. Level one of afereigworld language and an Algebra | course shall be available to all eighth grade
students. For any high school credit-bearing course taken in middle school, parents may request that
grades be omitted from the student's transcript and the student not earn high school thedibimse in
accordance with policies adopted by the local school board. Notice of this provision must be provided to
parents with a deadline and format for making such a request. Nothirg-in-thesereghisitions
chaptershall be construed to prevent a middle school from offering any other credit-bearing courses for
graduation.

D. To provide students a sufficient opportunity to learn, each student shall be previded-140tatatk
of 560 instructionalhours per yearefinstructionin-eachimthe fouracademicdisciplines of English,

mathematics, science, and-historysobiatory and sociakcience—Sixth-grade-students-may-receive an
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hours of

E. Each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read with comprehension the materials used
for instruction receive additional instruction in reading, which may include suminaslsc

F. In accordance with the Standards of Quality each school shall ensure that students in grades 6
through 8 who need targeted mathematics remediation and intervention, including remediation or
intervention for computational deficiencies as demonstrated by their individual performance on any
diagnostic test or grade-level SOL mathematics test, shall receive additional instruction in
mathematics, which may include summer school. Students in grades 6 through 8 who are at-risk of
failing the algebra | endef-course test shall be provided algebra readiness intervention services.

8VAC20-131-100. Instructional program in secondary schools.

A. The secondary school, in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia Graduate approved by the board,
shall provide a program of instruction to ensure that students (i) attain the knowledge, skills,
competencies, and experiences necessary to be successful in the evolving global economy whether
immediately entering the world of work or pursuing a postsecondary education and (ii) acquire and be
able to demonstrate foundational skills in critical thinking and creative thinking, collaboration,
communication, and citizenship in accordance with 8VAC20-131-70 and the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate.

The secondary school shall provide each student a program of instructiofidartbere academic areas
of English, mathematics, science, and-history/sdusibry and sociakcience thadentifies the
knowledge and skills that students should attain, giving due consideration to critical thinking, iseeat
thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship, in the early years of high school endbles
each student to meet tpeescribedgraduation requirements-described-in-8VAC20-131-50 ahd
secondary schoathall offer opportunities for-studergach studento pursue-a-program-of-studies in

foreignlanguages;fine-arts,and-careerand-technical-areas-rchaude:

1. Career and technical education choicesititatrporate knowledge of regional workforce needs and
opportunitiesprepare the student as a career and technical education program completer in one of three
or more occupational areas; and that prepare the student for technical or preprofessional pargtsecond
programs;

2. Coursework and experiences that prepare the student for college-level studies including dccess to a
least three Advanced Placement (AP) courses, college-level courses for degree eneditidnal
Baccalaureate (IB) courses, Cambridge courses, or any combination thereof;

3. Preparation for college admissions tests; and

4. Oppertunities-to-study-and-expl@idy and exploration othe fine arts and-fereignorldlanguages

and

5. Participation in work experiences such as internships, externships, and other work-based learning
experiences, and te-attaining attain workforce and career readiness and industry credentials

B. Minimum course offerings for each secondary school shall provide opportunities for students to mee
the graduation requirements stated--8\AAC20-131hE0chapterand must include:

English 4

Mathematics 4
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Science (Laboratory) 4
History and Social-Seiene&gience 4
ForeignWorld Language 3
Electives 4
Career and Technical Education 11
Fine Arts 2
Health and Physical Education 2
Economics and Personal Finance 1
Total Units 39

C. Classroom driver education may count for 36 class pemodie equivalent in minutespf health
education. Students shall not be removed from classes other than health and physical education for the in
car phase of driver education.

D. Each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read with comprehension the materials used
for instruction receive additional instruction in reading, which may include sumnueslsch

E. In accordance with the Standards of Quality, each school shall ensure that students who need
targeted mathematics remediation and intervention, including remediation or intervention f
computational deficiencies as demonstrated by their individual performance on any diagnostic test or
grade-level SOL mathematics test shall receive additional instruction in mathematicghwhay

include summer school. Students in grade 9 who are at-risk of failing the algebra | end-of-course test,
as demonstrated by their individual performance on any diagnostic test that has been approved by the
department, shall be provided algebra readiness intervention services.

8VAC20-131-110. Standard and verified units of credit.

A. The stan m-of-140-clock-hours of
instruction-and-successful-completion-of- therequirements-of the-cdulsiandard unit of credit” or
"standard credit" is a credit awarded for a course in which the student successfully completes 140

clock hours of instruction and the requirements of the course. A school division may waive the
requirement that a student receive 140 clock hours of instruction to earn a standard credit, effective
with students enrolled in the 2015-2016 school year, as prescribed in the Standards of Quality and
board quidelinesaiVhen credit is awarded in less than whole units, the increment awarded must be no
greater than the fractional part of the 140 hours of instruction provided. If a school divisientieelect

award credit on a basis other than the 140 clock hours of instruction required for a standard unit of credi
defined in this subsection, the local school division shall provide-the-Board-ofEdunzdiaiwith

satisfactory proof, based on board guidelines, that the students for whom the 140-clock-hour requirement
is waived have learned the content and skills included in the relevant Standards of Learning. In addition,
the local school division shall develop a written policy approved by the superintendent and school board
that ensures:

1. That the content of the course for which credit is awarded is comparable to 140 clock hours of
instruction; and

2. That upon completionthe-student-will-have met the aims and objectives of thehemerbeen met
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metAddsrified unit of credit” or

is a credit awarded for a course in which a student earns a standard unit of credit,
and completes one of the following

1. Achieves a passing score on a corresponding end-of-course SOLtestcordance with the

provisions of the Standards of Quality, students may earn a standard and verified unit of caaglit for

elective course in which the core academic-SBndards of Learningcourse content has been

integrated and the student passes the related end-of-course SOL test. Such course and test combinations
must be approved by the-Beard-of Educatioard

2. Upon waiver of the 140-clock-hour requirement according-te-Beard-ef Edubatotiguidelines,
qualified students who have received a standard unit of eredghaill be permitted to sit for the relevant
SOL test to earn a verified credit without having to meet theclalik-hour requirement.

2. Achieves a passing score on an additional test, as defined in 8VAC20-131-5, as a part of the Virginia
Assessment Program.

3. Meets the criteria for the receipt of a locally awarded verified credit when the student has not passed
a corresponding SOL test.

a. Students whenter the ninth grade for the first time prior to the 2018-2019 school year dadhot
pass-Standards-ofLearniB@L tests in science or history and social science may receive locally awarded
verified credits from the local school board in accordance with criteria established inngsidelopted

by the-Beard-ofEdueatidmoard. Credit accommodations for students with disabilities may be used to
confer locally awarded verified credits as provided in 8VAC20-131-50 B 3.

b. Students who enter the ninth grade for the first time in the 2018-2019 school year or thereafter and
do not pass SOL tests in English, mathematics, laboratory science, or history and social science may
receive locally awarded verified credits from the local school board in accordance with criteria
established in guidelines adopted by the board. No more than one locally awarded verified credit may
be used to satisfy graduation requirements, except as provided in 8VAC20-131-51 B 3 for students with
disabilities seeking a standard diploma.

4. Meets the criteria for the receipt of a verified credit in history and social science by deratingt

mastery of the content of the associated course on an authentic performance assessment that complies
with guidelines adopted by the board. Such students shall not also be required to take the
corresponding SOL test in history and social science.

5. Meets the criteria for the receipt of a verified credit in English (writing) by demmigig mastery of
the content of the associated course on an authentic performance assessment, that complies with
guidelines adopted by the board. Such students shall not also be required to take the corresponding
SOL test in English (writing).

C. The-Beard-efEducatidmoard may from time to time approve additional tests for the purpose of
awarding verified credit. Such additional tests, which enable students to earn verified unit&,of cred
must, at a minimum, meet the following criteria:

1. The test must be standardized and graded independently of the school or school division in which the
test is given;

2. The test must be knowledge based,;
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3. The test must be administered atatewide multistate or international basis, or administered as part
of another state's accountability assessment program; and

4. To be counted in a specific academic area, the test must measure content that incorporates or exceed
the-SOLStandards of Learningcontent in the course for which verified credit is given.

The-Board-of Education-wiboard shallset the score that must be achieved to earn a verified unit of
credit on the additional test options.

D. With such funds as are appropriated by the General Assembly-the Board-of Educabioardill
shall provide opportunities for students who meet criteria adopted by the board to have an expedited
retake of a SOL test to earn verified credit.

8VAC20-131-120. Summer school.

A. The courses offered and the quality of instruction in the summer school program shall be comparable
to that offered during the regular school term. At the middle and secondary school levdl&credi

courses taken for credit toward graduation other than a repeat course shall be awarded in acctirdance wi
the requirements of 8VAC20-131-110. Students must also meet the requirements for SOL testing if
appropriate.

G B. Summer school instruction at any level, which is provided as part of a state-funded remedial
program, shall be designed to improve specific identified student deficiencies. Such programs shall be
conducted in accordance with regulations adopted by the board.

8VAC20-131-130. Elective courses.

Locally developed elective courses offered for credit toward high school graduation sipgltded by
the division superintendent and local school board.

8VAC20-131-140. College and careerpreparationprograadiness; career exposure, exploration,

and planning and opportunities for postsecondary credit.

pudents i
rd-outside the
jpority students

Highlighting represents changes from
the approved Proposed Stage regulations

30 11/3/17 Draft



Attachment A

eswillb

Driations.

: a-personal
: a8 student

ave
include, but
e ary career

d Plan shall be
nd-si e student,

A. Each middle and secondary school shall provide for the early identification and enroliment of

students in a program with a range of educational and academic experiences related to college and
career readiness in and outside the classroom, including an emphasis on experiences that wiktmotiv
disadvantaged and minority students to prepare for a career or postsecondary education.

B. Beginning with the 2013-2014 academic year and through the 2017-2018 academic year:

1. All schools shall begin development of a personal Academic and Career Plan (ACP) for each
seventh-grade student with completion by the fall of the student's eighth-grade year. Ssugdbpt
transfer from other than a Virginia public school into the eighth grade shall have the plan developed
as soon as practicable following enrollment. Beginning with the 2014-2015 academic year, students
who transfer into a Virginia public school after their eighth-grade year shall have an ACP developed
upon enroliment. The components of the ACP shall include the student's program of study for high
school graduation and a postsecondary career pathway based on the student's academic and career
interests. The ACP shall be developed in accordance with guidelines established by the board and
signed by the student, student's parent or guardian, and school official or officials designated by the
principal. The ACP shall be included in the student's record and shall be reviewed and updated, if
necessary, before the student enters the ninth and eleventh grades. The school shall have met its
obligation for parental involvement if it makes a good faith effort to notify the parent or rglien of

the responsibility for the development and approval of the ACP. Any personal ACPs prescribed by local
school boards for students in grades 7 through 12 and in effect as of June 30, 2009, are approved to
continue without further action by the board.

2. Beginning in the middle school years, students shall be counseled on opportunities for beginning
postsecondary education and opportunities for obtaining industry certifications, occupational
competency credentials, or professional licenses in a career and technical education field prior to high
school graduation. Such opportunities shall include access to at least three Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), or Cambridge courses or three college-level courses for degree credit
pursuant to 8VAC20-131-100. Students taking advantage of such opportunities shall not be denied
participation in school activities for which they are otherwise eligible. Wherever possible, students shall
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be encouraged and afforded opportunities to take college courses simultaneously for high school
graduation and college degree credit (dual enrollment), under the following conditions:

a. Written approval of the high school principal prior to participation in dual enrollment must be
obtained;

b. The college must accept the student for admission to the course or courses; and

c. The course or courses must be given by the college for degree credits (no remedial courses will be

accepted).

Schools that comply with this standard shall not be penalized in receiving state appropriations.

C. Beqginning with the 2018-2019 academic vear:

1. Each elementary, middle, and secondary school shall provide for the identification by all students of
personal interests and abilities to support planning for postsecondary opportunities and career
preparation. Such support shall include provision of information concerning exploration of career
cluster areas in elementary schools, and course information and planning for college preparation
programs, opportunities for educational and academic experiences in and outside the classroom,
including internships and work-based learning, and the multiple pathways to college and career
readiness in middle and high school.

2. Beginning in the elementary school years, students are to explore the different occupations
associated with career clusters and select an area or areas of interest. Students shall begin the
development of an academic and career plan portfolio (ACPP) in elementary grades to include
information about interests, values such as dependability and responsibility, and skills supporting
decisions about their future interests and goals. The ACPP is a repository for planning notes, class
projects, interest inventory results, awards and recognitions, and other information related to academic
and career plans and preparation. The ACPP is student led and updated and revised as the student
continues to plan for the student's future throughout school years. The information contained in the
ACPP shall serve as the foundation for creating the ACP in grade 7.

In middle school, students are to complete a locally selected career interest inventory and select a
career pathway. To support development of the ACP, students shall complete a career investigations
course selected from the career and technical education state-approved list, or a school division-
provided alternative means of delivering the career investigations course content, provided that the
alternative is equivalent in content and academic rigor. The course, or its alternative, shall address, at
a minimum, planning for academic courses, work-based learning opportunities, completiomdofsiry
certifications, possible independent projects, and postsecondary education. The course, or its
alternative, shall include demonstration of personal, professional, and technical workplace readiness
skills.

All schools shall continue development of a personal ACP with each seventh-grade student with
completion by the end of the fall semester of the student's-seventh eighth-grade year. Student
transfer from other than a Virginia public school into the eighth grade shall have the ACP developed
as soon as practicable following enrollment. Students who transfer into a Virginia public school after
their eighth-grade year shall have an ACP developed upon enrollment. The components of the ACP
shall include the student's program of study for high school graduation and a postsecondary career
pathway based on the student's academic and career interests. In high school, a career-related
learning experience shall be chosen by the student and documented in the ACP.
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3. The ACP shall be developed in accordance with guidelines established by the board and signed by
the student, student's parent or guardian, and school official or officials designated by the principal.
The ACP shall be included in the student's record and shall be reviewed and updated annually.

4. Beqinning in the middle school years, students shall be counseled on opportunities for beginning
postsecondary education and opportunities for obtaining industry certifications, occupational
competency credentials, or professional licenses in a career and technical education field prior to high
school graduation. Such opportunities shall include access to at least three Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), or Cambridge courses or three cqoltdevel courses for degree credit
pursuant to 8VAC20-131-100. Students taking advantage of such opportunities shall not be denied
participation in school activities for which they are otherwise eligible. Wherever possible, students shall
be encouraged and afforded opportunities to take college courses simultaneously for high school
graduation and college degree credit (dual enrollment), under the following conditions:

a. Written approval of the high school principal prior to participation in dual enrollment must be
obtained;

b. The college must accept the student for admission to the course or courses; and

c. The course or courses must be given by the college for degree credits (no remedial courses will be

accepted).
8VAC20-131-150. Standard school year and school day.

A. The standard school year shall be 180 instructional @a980 instructional hours.The standard

school day for students in grades 1 through 12 shall average at least 5-1/2 instructiongidhadirgg

passing time for class changes apscluding breaks for meals and recess, and a minimum of three hours
for kindergarten.

B. All students in grades 1 through 12 shall maintain a full day schedule of classes (5-1/2 hours), unless a
waiver is granted in accordance with policies defined by the local school board.

8VAC20-131-160. [Repealed]

8VAC20-131-170. Family Life Education.

Each school may implement the Standards of Learning for the Family Life Education program
promulgated by the-Beard-efEdueatiooard or a Family Life Education program consistent with the
guidelines developed by the board, which shall have the goals of reducing the incidence of pregnancy and
sexually-transmitted diseases and substance abuse among teenagers.

8VAC20-131-180
8VAC20-131-180. Off-site instruction.

A. Homebound instruction shall be made available to students who are confined at home or in a health
care facility for periods that would prevent normal school attendance based upon certitaged by

a licensed physician or licensed clinical psychologist. For students eligible for specialoedacatiated
services, the Individualized Education Progi@iP) committee must revise the IEP, as appropriate.
Credit for the work shall be awarded when it is done under the superwsmn of a I|cense%

in the relevant subject areas
professional employed by the Iocal school board and there is ewdence that the mstructlonal time
requirements or alternative means of awarding credit adopted by the local school board in accordance
with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110 have been met.
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B. Schools are encouraged to pursue alternative means to deliver instruction to accommodate student
needs through virtual courses, emergding technologies, and other similar mestglents may enroll in

and receive a standard and verified unit of credit for supervised-coerrespondencewiduades

coursesmth prior approval of the pnncrpalétandard—unﬂse#eredﬂ—shatkb&awarded—ter#re&iucce

hold-a Virginia
udent has
passed—the%@btes%seemtedwththeee#espendene&e&%&eempleted The IocaI school board shall
develop policies governing this methoddadivery ofinstruction-n-aceordanece-withat shal

include the provisions of-8VAC-20-131-1B/AC20-131-11&nd the administration of required SOL

tests prescrrbed by 8VAC20 131- %—Géeheel&areeneeuraged—te—pt%uealternaw&means to deliver
#atar means.
Standard:or courses offered for possrble high school credrt standardts of credrt shaII be awarded

for successful completion of such courses when the course is equivalent to that offered in the regular
school program and the Work is done under the supervrsron of a licensed_tpadlied in the relevant

subject areas al school
board Merfied-uRita verrfled unrt of credrt may be earned when the student has successfully completed

the requrrement . all develop

8VAC20-131-110

8VAC20-131-190
8VAC20-131-190. Library media, materigéd equipment.

A. Each school shall maintain an organized library media center as the resource center of tedchool
provide a unified program of media services and activities for students and teachers befayeaadiri
after school. The library media center shall contain hard copy, electronic technological sgsource
materials, and equipment that are sufficient to meet research, inquiry, and readirggrepsirof the
instructional program and general student interest.

B. Each school shall provide a variety of materiesourcesand equipment to support the instructional
program.

8VAC20-131-200
8VAC20-131-200. Extracurricular and other school activities; recess.

A. School sponsored extracurricular activities shall be under the direct supervision off thedssifall
contribute to the educational objectives of the school. Extracurricular activities mugabheed to
avoid interrupting the instructional program. Extracurricular activities shall not betjget to interfere
with the student's required instructional activities. Extracurricular activities ayililélf requirements
shall be established and approved by the superintendent and the school board.

B. Competitive sports of a varsity nature (scheduled league games) shall be prohibited afstagart
elementary school program.

C. Each elementary school shall provide students with a daily recess during the regular sclasol year
determined appropriate by the school.

vear—leeal Local school boards shall provide a proqram of phvsrcal act|V|tv for all students in grades
kindergarten through 5 consisting of at least 20 minutes per day or an average of 100 minutes per
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week during the regular school year and available to all students in grades 6 through 12 with a goal of
at least 150 minutes per week on average during the reqular school year.

8VAC20-131-210
Part V
School and Instructional Leadership

8VAC20-131-210. Role of the principal.

A. The prlnC|paI is recognlzed as the instructional Ieanjelrmanagerof the school and is responsible
, and secure

1. Fostering the success of all students by facilitating the development, communication,
implementation, and evaluation of a shared vision of teaching and learning that leads to student
academic progress and school improvement;

2. Fostering the success of all students by developing, advocating, and sustaining an academically
rigorous, positive, and safe school climate for all stakeholders;

3. Fostering effective human resources management by appropriately assigning, selecting, inducting,
supporting, evaluating, and retaining quality instructional and support personnel;

4. Fostering the success of all students by communicating and collaborating effectively with
stakeholders;

5. Fostering the success of all students by demonstrating professional standards and ethics, engaging
in continuous professional development, and contributing to the profession;

6. Providing leadership that results in acceptable, measurable student academic progress based on
established standards.

As a matter of policy, the board, through these standards, recognizes the critically implertaint ro
principals to the success of public schools and the students who attend those schools and recommends
that local school boards provide principals with the maximum authority available under law inels matt
affecting the schogincluding--but-netlimited-to—instruction-and-persoimsdtuctional leadership,

school climate, human resources management, organizational management, communication and
community relations, and student academic progreissa manner that allows the principal to be held
accountable in a fair and consistent manner for matters urdeemsincipal'sdirect control.

B. As the instructional leader, the principal is responsible for ensuring thattstadeprovided an
opportunity to learn and shall:

development and sustalnment of a student- centered shared vision for educational improvement and

work collaboratively with staff, students, parents, and other stakeholders to develop a mission and
programs for effective teaching and learning, consistent with the division's strategic plan and school's

goals;

ir-a safe and

seeu#e—seheel—enwaenme@bllaboratlvelv plan, |mplement support, monltor and evaluate
instructional programs that enhance teaching and student academic progress, and lead to school

improvement;
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3. Analyze-the-school'stest scores-annu@llyent academic achievement data and instructional
strategies and monitor and evaluate the use of diagnostic, formative, and summative assedsynent
grade and by discipline, to:

a. BirectMake appropriate educational decisions to improve classroom instruction, increase student
achievement, and improve overall school effectiveness; provide timely and accurate feedback to
students and parents and to inform instructional practices; and diratl require appropriate
prevention, intervention-and/or remediation to those students performing below grade level or
notmeeting expectations, includingassing the SOL tests;

b. Involve the staff of the school in identifying-the-types-of g#aff evaluating professiondevelopment
needed to improve student achievementmodide professional development opportunities asrsure
that the staff participate in those activitiesrand

c. AnalyzeEvaluate and improvelassroom practices ard-methoedsforimprovement of instruetnoh;

d. Seek to ensure students' successful attainment of knowledge and skills set forth in the Standards of
Learning;

4. Ensure that students' records are maintained and that criteria used in making placement and promotion
decisions, as well as any instructional interventions used to improve the student's performance, are
included in the record,

regquired-for-students-by-the-SOLtefeptect the academic instructional time from unnecessary
interruptions and disruptions and provide collaborative leadership for the design and implementation
of effective and efficient schedules that protect and maximize instructional time;

6. Involve students, staff, parents, and the community to create and sustain a positive, safe, and healthy
learning environment that enforces state, division, and local rules, policies, and procedures and
consistently model and collaboratively promote high expectations, mutual respect, care, and concern
for students, staff, parents, and the community.

7. Create a culture of shared accountability and continuous school improvement;

8. Involve students, families, staff, and other stakeholders to promote community engagement;

6. 9. Maintain records of students who drop out of school, including their reasons for dropping out and
actions taken to prevent these students from dropping out;

7 10. Notify the parents of rising eleventh-grade and twelfth-grade students of:
a. The number of standard and verified units of credit required for graduation; and
b. The remaining number of such units of credit the individual student requires for graduation; and

8. 11. Notify the parent or guardian of students removed from class for disciplinary reastws ¢
more consecutive days in whole or in part. The school shall have met its obligation if it makes a good
faith effort to notify the parent or guardian.

C. As the school manager, the principal shall:

1. Support, manage, and oversee the school's organization, operation, and use of resources;
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2. Demonstrate and communicate a knowledge and understanding of Virginia public education rules,
requlations, laws, and school division policies and procedures;

3. Work with staff to create an atmosphere of mutual respect and courtesy and to facilitatetoomst
communication by establishing and maintaining a current handbook of personnel policies and procedures;

4. Ensure the use of data systems and technology to support goals;

2 \Work5. Disseminate information to staff, parents, and other stakeholders in a timely manner
through multiple channels and sources;

6. Workwith the community to involve parents and citizens in the educational pregram-and-facilitate

7. Facilitate communication with parents by maintaining and disseminating a current student handbook
of policies and procedures that includes the school division's standards of student conduct an@grocedur
for enforcement, along with other matters of interest to parents and students;

8. Manage the supervision and research-based evaluation of staff in accordance with local and state
requirements;

3. 9. Maintain a current record ef-icensure—endorsenstalf's licenses and endorsements to ensure
complianceandin-service-trainingrofessional developmemompleted by staffand

10. Follow local and state laws and policies with regard to finances, school accountability, and
reporting;

4. 11. Maintain records of receipts and disbursements of all funds hafdlieserecordsvhich shall be
audited annually by a professional accountant approved by the local schogl &ogrd.

12. Ensure the security of all tests administered to students, including those required by the board and
the local school division. This includes:

a. The requirement that all schools adhere to a policy that prohibits students' access to cell phones and
other electronic devices with texting or camera capabilitieste-be-in-the reem-where-a-SOLtestis being
administered during the administration of the SOL tests;

b. The requirement that, to the extent possible, the teacher should not administer the SOL test
associated with the grade level content or class taught;

c. Notification to teachers of the penalties for breaching security on SOL tests, including actions
against the teacher's license and civil penalties; and

d. Establishment of penalties for students who breach security on SOL tests.

8VAC20-131-220
8VAC20-131-220. Role of professional teaching staff.

The professional teaching staff shall be responsible for providing instruction thatasieakity sound
in an atmosphere of mutual respect and courtesy, which is conducive to learning, and in which all
students are expected to achieve the objectives of the Standards of Learning for the apgrageat
level or course. The staff shall:

1. Serve as role models for effective oral and written communication with special attertiemtorect

use-of-language-and-spellitite use of standard English

2. Strive to strengthen the basic skills of students in all sul@adt$o close any achievement gaps
among groups of students in the school
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3. Establish teaching objectives to achieve the following:
a. ldentify what students are expected to learn; and
b. Inform students of the achievement expected and keep them engaged in learning tasks;

4. Provide for individual differences of students through the use of differentiated imstryetiied
materials, and activities suitable to their interests and abilities; and

5. Assess the progress of students and report promptly and constructively to them and their parents.

8VAC20-131-230. Role of support staff.

The school's support staff shall work with the principal and professional teaching gtaffriote student
achievement and successful attainment of the school's goals.

8VAC20-131-240. Administrative and support staff; staffing requirements.

A. Each school shall have at a minimum the staff as specified in the Standards of Quality with proper
licenses and endorsements for the positions they hold.

B. The principal of each middle and secondary school shall be employed on a 12-month basis.

C. Eachelementary, middle, andecondary schoelwith-350-er-mere-students-and-each-middle school
with-400-er-more-students shall empley-atleastone-member-ofthe guidance-staff-for Lisoimuhs
counseling staff as prescribed by the Standards of QualégidanreeSchoolcounseling shall be
provided for students to ensure that a program of studies contributing to the student'scacademi
achievement and meeting the graduation requirements specified-in-8VAC20-13hiS@aptebeing
followed.

D. The counseling program for elementary, middle, and secondary schools shall provide a minimum of
60% of the time for each member of the-guidagad®ol counselingstaff devoted to counseling of
students.

3 : an 5/6 of the
A jodspe periedsper week. A middle
school classroom teachers standard Ioad shaII be based on teachlng no mere—than 5/6 of tbaahstructi
dayminus one planning period per day or the equivalexith no more than 156-student-perieds per
daystudentsor 25 class periods per wedka middle school classroom teacher teaches more than 150
students or 25 class periods per week, an appropriate contractual arrangement and compensation shall

be provided.

F. The secondary classroom teacher's standard load shall be based on teaching am &érefthe

instructional dayninus one planning period per day or the equivalemith no more than 158-student

perreels—per—dagtuden sor 25 class perlods per Week—'Feaehers—ef—bleelepregrams—that—eneempass more

perieds per week.
: period aching load

dees—net—e*eeeel—?%—student—peﬂeels—per davset:andarv schoolassroom teacher teaches%@—class

periodsperweek with-more-than75-student-periodspamday than 150 students or 25 class periods

per week an appropriate contractual arrangement and compensation shall be provided.

G. Middle or secondary school teachers shall teach no more-than-#506-studentlia€y sidsientper
week; however, physical education and music teachers may-teach-1,000-studenppeérabddentser
week.If a middle or secondary school physical education or music teacher teaches more than 200
students per week, an appropriate contractual arrangement and compensation shall be provided.
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H. Netwithstanding-the-provisions-of subsections-EFand-G,Eadh elementary classroom teacher

shall be provided at least an average of 30 minutes per day during the students' school week as
planning time. Eachfull-time middle and secondary classroom teacher shall be provided one planning
period per day or the equivalent defined in 8VAC20-131-finencumbered of any teaching or
supervisory duties.

|. Staff-student ratios in speciediucationand career and technical education classrooms shall comply
with regulations of the-Beard-of Educatiboard

J. Student-servicespersonnapport positionsas defined in the Standards of Quality shall be available as
necessary to promote academic achievement and to provide support servicetutethis in theschool.

8VAC20-131-250. [Repealed]

Part VI
School Facilities and Safety

8VAC20-131-260. School facilities and safety.

A. Each school shall be maintained in a manner ensuring compliance with the Virginia Statewide
Building Code (13VAC5-63). In addition, the school administration shall:

1. Maintain a physical plant that is accessible, barrier free, safe, and clean;

2. Provide for the proper outdoor display of flags of the United States and of the Commonwealth of
Virginia;

3. Provide suitable space for classrooms, administrative staff, pupil personnel services, libraggliand m
services, and for the needs and safety of physical education;

4. Provide adequate, safe, and properly-equipped laboratories to meet the needs of instruction in the
sciences, technology, fine arts, and career and technical programs;

5. Provide facilities for the adequate and safe administration and storage of student medications; and

6. Carry out the duties of the threat assessment team established by the division superintendent an
implement policies established by the local school board related to threat assessment, pur@2ait to §
79.4 of the Code of Virginia.

B. Each school shall maintain records of regular safety, health, and fire inspections that have been
conducted and certified by local health and fire departments. The frequency of such inspections shall be
determined by the local school board in consultation with the local health and fire departments. In
addition, the school administration shall:

1. Equip all exit doors with panic hardware as required by the Virginia Statewide Building Code
(13VAC5-63);

2. Conduck fire grills drill at least-enrce-a-week-during-the-firstmamiite during the first 20 daysf
school andonductat least-ence-each-month faro additional fire drills duringthe remainder of the

school term. Evacuation routes for students shall be posted in each room; and

3. Conduct=a shool

year—en&m%eptember—and—en&m—\lanaaopk down dr|II at least tW|ce durlnq the flrst 20 days of

school and conduct at least two additional lock-down drills during the remainder of the school term
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C. Each school shall have contingency plans for emergencies that include staff certified in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), the Heimlich maneuver, and emergency first aid.

Each school building with instructional or administrative staff of 10 or more shall havetdhieas

employees with current certification or training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonasgitaion, and

the use of an automated external defibrillator. If one or more students diagnosed as having diabetes attend
such school, at least two employees shall have been trained in the administration of insulin god.gluca

Each school building with instructional or administrative staff fewer than 10 shall have awteast

employees with current certification or training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonasgitaion, and

the use of an automated external defibrillator. If one or more students diagnosed as having diabetes attend
such school, at least one employee shall have been trained in the administration of insulin and glucagon.

D. In addition, the school administration shall ensure that the school has:

1. Written procedures to follow in emergencies such as fire, injury, illness, @lleegitions, and violent

or threatening behavior. This shall include school board policies for the possession and atilomrgétra
epinephrine in every school, to be administered by any school nurse, employee of the school board,
employee of a local governing body, or employee of a local health department who is authorized by a
prescriber and trained in the administration of epinephrine to any student believed to be having an
anaphylactic reaction. The plan shall be outlined in the student handbook and discussed with staff and
students during the first week of each school year;

2. Space for the proper care of students who become ill;

3. A written procedure, in accordance with guidelines established by the local school board, for
responding to violent, disruptiyer illegal activities by students on school property or during a school
sponsored activity; and

4. Written procedures to follow for the safe evacuation of persons with special physical, needical
language needs who may need assistance to exit a facility.

Part VII
School and Community Communications

8VAC20-131-270. School and community communications.

A. Each school shall promote communication and foster mutual understanding with parents and the
community. Each school shall:

1. Involve parents, citizens, community agencies, and representatives from business and industry in
developing, disseminating, and explaining the biennial school plan; on advisory committees; in
curriculum studies; and in evaluating the educational program.

2. Provide annually to the parents and the community the SehoolRerformance-RepQualityd
Profile in a manner prescribed by the board. Fhe-irfermation-contained-therein Sidhbel Quality

Profile shall include designated informatiofor the most recent three-year period. Such information
shallbe designated by the board imclude-but-net-belimited-imdicators of the following:
accountability, assessments, enrollment and demographics, college and career readiness, finance,
learning environment, and teacher quality. Specific indicators shall include

a. Virginia-assessment-progra@msessment Programesults by percentage of participation and
proficiency and disaggregated by student-subgrogmarting groups

b. Fhe-acereditationrating-earned-by-the-scAaoteditation status
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c. Attendancerateand absenteeisrfor students.
d. Information related to school safety to include,but-rethmited to, incidents & andhviolence.

e. Information related to qualifications and educational attainment of the teaching staff.

f. In addition, secondary schools' ScheelPerormance-Report Qaalgy Profilesshall include the

following:

(1) Advanced Placement (AP) information to include percentage of students who take AP courses and
percentage of students who take AP tests;

(2) International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge course information to include percestagemats
who are enrolled in IB or Cambridge programs and percentage of students who receive IB or Cambridge
Diplomas;

(3) College-level course information to include percentage of students who take college-level courses
including dual enrollment courses;

(4) Number and percentage of (i) graduates by diploma type as prescribed-by-the-Board of
Educatietboard, (ii) certificates awarded to the senior class including high school equivalency
preparation program credentials approved by the board, and (iii) students who do not complete high
school;

(5) As a separate category on the-schoolreportRendol Quality Profile the number of students
obtaining board-approved industry certifications, and passing state licensure examinations, national
occupational competency assessments and Virginia workplace readiness skills assessmetitsrwhile st
high school and the number of career and technical education completers who graduated; and

(6) Number and percentage-ef-drop-auitigpouts

3. Cooperate with business and industry in formulating career and technical educational programs and
conducting joint enterprises involving personnel, facilities, training programs, andegbarces.

4. Encourage and support the establishment-and&ontinuation of a parent-teacher association or other
organization and work cooperatively with it.

B. At the beginning of each school year, each school shall provide to its students' parentsasrsguard
information on the availability of and source for receiving:

1. The learning objectives developed in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-70 to be
achieved at their child's grade level or, in high school, a copy of the syllabus for each affiltisi

courses, and-a—copy-of-the-school division-promoetion,retentiorg aopy of the school division

promotion, retention, andemediation policies;

2. The Standards of Learning applicable to the child's grade or course requirements and the approximate
date and potential impact of the child's next SOL testing; and

3. An annual notice to students in all grade levels of all requirements for Standard Diploma amceAdv
Studies Diploma, and the board's policies on promotion and retention as outlined in 8VAC20-131-30.

The division superintendent shall report to the department compliance with this subseetigh-the
preaccreditation-eligibility procedures-in-8VAC20-131-280required by 8VAC20-131-390 A

Part V-
School-Acereditation
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Part VIII
School Accreditation

8VAC20-131-370. Expectations for school accountability and accreditation.

A. The system of school accountability and accreditation provides a means of determining the quality
and effectiveness of schools for the purposes of:

1. Building on strengths in schools and addressing specific areas needing improvement;

2. Driving continuous improvement in school achievement for all schools;

3. laferming Identifying areas for technical assistance and the use of school improvement resources;
and

4. Providing a comprehensive picture of school quality information to the public.

B. Components of the accountability system, which present expectations and standards for schools and
school divisions, include:

1. The Code of Virginia's Standards of Quality, which provide the foundational education program to
be offered by school divisions, including priorities for instructional programs supporting the Standards
of Learning and encompassing requirements for assessments and school accreditation;
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2. The School Quality Profile, as referenced in 8VAC20-131-270 A 2, which provides information to
parents, citizens, the community, businesses and other agencies, and the general public about school
characteristics and about a comprehensive range of school indicators;

3. The federal accountability provisions required under the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (P.L.
114-95, as amended) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 USC § 1400 et seq.); and

4. The state accreditation provisions for schools and school divisions as presented in this part.

C. Each school shall be accredited based on achievement of the conditions specified in 8VAC20-131-
400 and on continuous improvement of performance levels on measures of selected school quality
indicators as described in 8VAC 20-131-380.

8VAC20-131-380. Measurement of school quality for accreditation.

A. School guality for the purposes of accreditation shall be measured for each school using multiple
indicators as provided for in this part. School quality indicators include student academic outcomes
and other factors that are associated with student learning.

Designation of school quality indicators for accreditation purposes by the board is based on the
following criteria:

1. Research demonstrates that the indicator is related to academic performance;

2. Standardized procedures exist across schools and school divisions for collection of data used for the
indicator;

3. The data about the indicator is reliable and valid;

4. Performance in the indicator can be positively impacted through division and school-level policies
and procedures;

5. The measure meaningfully differentiates among schools based on progress of all students and
student reporting groups;

6. The indicator does not unfairly impact one type or group of schools or students; and

7. The indicator is moderately to strongly correlated with school-level pass rates on state asstssm

B. Specific indicators designated by the board for accreditation purposes and defined in subsection F
of this section include the following:

1. Academic achievement for all students in English (reading and writing), mathematics, and science
as measured through board-approved assessments, including measures of student growth in English
(reading and writing), mathematics, and English learner (EL) progress;

2. Academic achievement gaps in English (reading and writing) and mathematics for designated
reporting groups, as determined through the performance of each reporting group against the state
standard;

3. Graduation and school progress for schools with a graduating class as measured by the Graduation
Completion Index;

4. Dropout rates in schools with a graduating class;

5. Student participation and engagement as measured by chronic absenteeism in schools; and
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6. College, career, and civic readiness in schools with a graduating class.

C. When calculating passing rates and student growth on Virginia Assessment Program tests to
measure academic achievement school quality indicators for the purpose of school accreditation, the
following tolerances for EL and transfer students shall apply:

1. The scores of EL students enrolled in Virginia public schools fewer than 11 semesters may be
removed from the calculation used to measure academic achievement school quality indicpiiiesda

to accreditation. Completion of a semester shall be based on school membership days. Membership
days are defined as the days the student is officially enrolled in a Virginia public school, regardless of
days absent or present. For a semester to count as a completed semester, a student must have been in
membership for a majority of the membership days of the semester. These semesters heed not be
consecutive.

2. In accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-30, all students who transfer into Virginia public
schools are expected to take and pass all applicable SOL tests in the content areas in which they
receive instruction.

3. All students who transfer within a school division shall have their scores counted in the calculation
of the school's academic achievement school quality indicators. Students who transfer into a Virginia
school from home instruction or from another Virginia school division, another state, or another
country in grades kindergarten through 8 shall be expected to take all applicable SOL tests or
additional tests approved by the board as outlined in 8VAC20-131-110. If the transfer takes place after
the 20th instructional day following the opening of school, the scores on these tests may be used in
calculating academic achievement school guality indicators applied to school accreditation.

4. Students who transfer into a Virginia middle or high school from home instruction or from another
Virginia school division, another state, or another country and enroll in a course for which there is an
end-of-course SOL test shall be expected to take the test or additional tests for that course approved by
the board as outlined in 8VAC20-131-30 and 8VAC20-131-110. If the transfer takes place after 20
instructional hours per course have elapsed following the opening of school or beginning of the
semester, if applicable, the scores on those tests may be used in calculating academic achievement
school quality indicators applied to school accreditation in the year the transfer occurs.

5. Students who enroll on the first day of school and subsequently transfer to a school outside of the
division for a total amount of instructional time equal to or exceeding 50% of a current school year or
semester, whether the transfer was a singular or multiple occurrence, and return during the same
school year shall be expected to take any applicable SOL test. The scores of those tests may be used in
measuring the school academic indicator in the year in which the transfers occur.

D. Performance benchmarks. Each school shall be held accountable for attainment on each of the
school quality indicators adopted by the board for accreditation purposes, based on measurement
against performance benchmarks. Benchmarks measure actual performance or improvement or
decline in performance over time, or a combination of the two, for each school quality indicator used
for accreditation.

In establishing performance benchmarks, the board shall use standard analytic protocols to assess the
impact on schools. Consideration is to be given to whether a proposed benchmark reflects the board's
values and expectations, or if the proposed benchmark results in consequences that were not

anticipated.

The board may incorporate additional indicators of school quality used for accreditation into this
chapter according to the criteria in subsection A of this section, provided that when the board
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incorporates additional indicators, the board shall also establish performance benchmarks to assign
performance levels.

E. Performance levels. Performance levels on school quality indicators are determined through the
definition and application of board-established benchmarks. Performance levels shall be designated
for each indicator as one of the following: (i) Level One: At or Above Standard; (ii) Level Two; Near
Standard; or (iii) Level Three: Below Standard.

The performance levels are described as follows:

1. Level One: At or Above Standard. A school's achievement on the specific indicator demonstrates
acceptable performance or performance above the benchmark or adequate improvement on the
indicator.

2. Level Two: Near Standard. A school's achievement on the specific indicator, although below Level
One: At or Above Standard, is within specified ranges of performance that either represent: (i)
achievement near Level One or (ii) improvement from Level Three: Below Standard, within a specified

range.

A school guality indicator within the Level Two: Near Standard range that does not improve to the

Level One: At or Above Standard at the end of four years, with progress evaluated by the end of the
second year as specified in 8VAC20-131-400 C 5, shall be designated as Level Three: Below Standard,
at the end of the four-year period.

3. Level Three: Below Standard. A school's achievement on the specific indicator is below the
performance benchmarks for Level One and Level Two.

Performance levels illustrate a school's standing for each school quality indicator. Displaying
accountability information in this manner provides a comprehensive picture of a school's arkas o
strength, as well as specific areas where improvement is needed. Areas needing improvement shall be
addressed through a multi-year school improvement plan or corrective action plan as provided in
8VAC20-131-400 D, which shall include specific interventions and strategies.

F. School quality indicators for accreditation purposes. Effective with the 2018-2019 school year, the
board shall measure performance levels on the school quality indicators and apply them to
accreditation, except as provided in 8VAC20-131-390 B 1 for the 2018-2019 schoolyear—As-described
in-8\/A he ve 0 shall be considered-a-transition-vear—with-school

1. The school quality indicators and performance levels for each are described in this subdivision:

School Quality Indicator Performance Levels

a. Academic achievement indicator fo| Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year averd
all students for English (reading and | rate of at least 75%, or schools that were at Level Two the
writing): the academic indicator shall | prior year and decrease the failure rate by 10% or more frd
be calculated based on the rate of (i) | the prior year.

students who passed board-approved .
assessments. (i) any additional Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance w

students who showed growth using a current year or three-year average rate of at least 66%, (
board-approved measures, and (iii) ar schools with a prior year rate of at least 50% that decreasq
' the failure rate by 10% or more from the prior year. A scho
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shall not receive a Level Two performance designation for

learners who showed growth toward

more than four consecutive years.

English proficiency using board-
approved measures.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
performance.

b. Academic achievement indicator fo

Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year avera

all students for mathematics: the
academic indicator shall be calculated

rate of at least 70%, or schools that were at Level Two the
prior year and decrease the failure rate by 10% or more frd

based on the rate of (i) students who

the prior year.

passed board-approved assessments|
and (ii) any additional students who
showed growth using board-approved
measures.

Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance W
a current year or three-year average rate of at least 66%, (
schools with a prior year rate of at least 50% that decreasq
the failure rate by 10% or more from the prior year. A scho|
shall not receive a Level Two performance designation for
more than four consecutive years.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
performance.

c. Academic achievement indicator fo

Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year avers

all students for-ecience science: the

rate of at least 70%, or schools that were at Level Two the

academic indicator shall be calculated

prior year and decrease the failure rate by 10% or more frd

based on the rate of students who
passed board-approved assessments|

the prior year.

Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance W
a current year or three-year average rate of at least 66%, (
schools with a prior year rate of at least 50% and decreasq
the failure rate by 10% or more from the prior yeaA
school shall not receive a Level Two performance
designation for more than four consecutive years.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
performance.

d. Academic achievement gaps for

Level One: Schools with ho more than one reporting grougd

English (reading and writing): A
single performance level is assigned
for academic achievement gaps for
English (reading and writing), based
upon the composite of performance
levels calculated individually for each
reporting group using the same
methodology and benchmarks as
provided for in the academic
achievement indicators for all students
as provided in subdivision F 1 a of this
subsection.

demonstrating Level Two performance.

Level Two: Schools with two or more reporting groups
demonstrating Level Two performance and no more than
one reporting group demonstrating Level Three

erformance.

Level Three: Schools with two or more reporting groups
demonstrating Level Three performance.

e. Academic achievement gaps for
mathematics. A single performance

Level One: Schools with ho more than one reporting group
demonstrating Level Two performance.

level is assigned for academic

Level Two: Schools with two or more reporting groups
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demonstrating Level Two performance and no more than

based upon the composite of
performance levels calculated
individually for each reporting group
using the same methodology and
benchmarks as provided for in the
academic achievement indicators for
all students, as provided in subdivisio
F 1 b of this subsection.

one reporting group demonstrating Level Three
performance.

Level Three: Schools with two or more reporting groups
demonstrating Level Three performance.

f. Graduation and completion index

Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year avers

(GCI) for schools with a graduating

index of at least 88, or schools that were at Level Two the

class: The GCI isthe%age the
percentage of students graduating
from or completing high school based
upon a graduation and completion
index prescribed by the board. The
board's GCI shall include weighted
points for diploma graduates,
recipients of high school equivalency
credentials approved by the board,
students not graduating but still in
school, and students earning
certificates of program completion.

prior year and increase the index by 2.5% or more from thé
prior yeatr.

Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance W
a current year or three-year average index of at least 81, 0
schools that were at Level Three the prior year and increaf
the index by 2.5% or more from the prior year. A school sh
not receive a Level Two performance designation for more
than four consecutive years.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
performance.

g. Dropout rate for schools with a
graduating class.

Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year avers
rate of no more than 6.0%, or schools that were at Level T
the prior year and decrease the rate by 10% or more from

prior year.

Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance W
a current year or three-year average rate of no more than
9.0%, or schools that were at Level Three the prior year ar
decrease the rate by 10% or more from the prior year. A
school shall not receive a Level Two performance
designation for more than four consecutive years.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
performance.

h. Chronic absenteeism: Chronically

Level One: Schools with a current year or three-year avers

absent students are defined as those

rate of no more than 15%, or schools that were at Level TV

who are enrolled in a given school wh

the prior year and decrease the rate by 10% or more from

miss 10% or more of the school yeatr,

prior year.

regardless of reason. Students
receiving homebound instruction, as
defined in 8VAC20-131-5, shall be
excluded from the chronic absenteeis
rate.

Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance w
a current year or three-year average rate of no more than
25%, or schools that were at Level Three the prior year an
decrease the rate by 10% or more from the prior year. A
school shall not receive a Level Two performance
designation for more than four consecutive years.

Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
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performance.

i. College, career, and civic readiness| Level One: Schools with a current year index of at least 89

index for schools with a graduating i
class: The college. career, and civic Level Two: Schools not meeting Level One performance w

readiness index measures the extent | & current year index of at least 71. A school shall not recei
which a school's students successfullN & Level Two performance designation for more than four

complete advanced coursework, care| CONSecutive years.

and technical education (CTE) Level Three: Schools not meeting Level One or Level Two
coursework and credentialing, and performance.

work-based and service-based
learning.

Application of the college, career, and
civic readiness index indicator to
performance levels for accreditation
purposes shall occur no later than the|
2021-2022 school year.

2. To focus on continuous improvement for all schools, the benchmarks delineating the performance
levels provided in subdivision 1 of this subsection may be adjusted as provided in subsection D of this
section, through board-approved guidance. Adequate notice shall be provided to local school boards of
any such adjustment.

3. The board may adopt special provisions related to the measurement and use of a school quality
indicator as prescribed by the board. The board may also alter the inclusions and exclusions from the
performance level calculations by providing adequate notice to local school boards.

4. The board may add new assessments or discontinue the use of existing assessments in the Virginia
Assessment Program by providing adequate notice to local school boards. As specified in the Standards
of Quality, the board may adopt special provisions related to the administration and use of any SOL
tests as applied to school guality indicators for any period during which the Standards of Learning
content or assessments in that area are being revised and phased in. Notice shall be provided to local
school boards regarding the special provisions prior to statewide administration of such tests.

5. The board may adopt valid and reliable measures of student growth to be used in calculating the
Academic Achievement Indicators for English and mathematics and in determining the progress of
English learners toward English proficiency.

6. The board shall provide a process for a local school board to appeal the performance level
designation for a specific school quality indicator for any school in the division. The board shall grant
such appeals only in limited circumstances that warrant special consideration in designating
performance levels. In order to appeal such designation the local school board shall submit a request
to the board, signed by the chairman of the school board and the school superintendent, explaining
why the school board is appealing the designation and shall include documentation supporting the
request to change the performance level designation.

7. The board may designate and approve additional school quality indicators, according to its criteria
as specified in subsection A of this section, provided that when the board incorporates additional
indicators, the board shall also establish performance benchmarks to assign performance levels.

G. To establish performance levels for any of the school guality indicators that are based on Virginia
Assessment Program outcome data in schools with grade configurations that do not house a grade or
offer courses for which SOL tests or additional tests approved by the board as outlined in 8VAC20-131-
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110 are administered, such schools shall be paired with another school in the division housing one or
more of the grades in which SOL tests are administered. The pairing of such schools shall be made
upon the recommendation of the division superintendent. The schools should have a “feeder"
relationship and the grades should be contiguous.

8VAC20-131-390. Accreditation.

A. The board shall accredit schools based on achievement of the school accountability requirements of
this chapter.

The principal of each new or existing school and the division superintendent shall annually document
and report to the Department of Education, in a manner prescribed by the board, the following:

1. The division's promotion and retention policies have been developed in accordance with the
requirements of 8VAC20-131-30;

2. Compliance with the requirements to offer courses that shall allow students to cteriple
graduation requirements in 8VAC20-131-50 and 8VAC2021-131-51, as applicable;

3. The school and school division's ability to offer the instructional program prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-70 through 8VAC20-131-100;

4. The school and school division's offering of history and social science and English, to include
writing, as prescribed in 8VAC20-131-70 C;

5. Compliance with the leadership and staffing requirements of 8VAC20-131-210 through 8VAC20-
131-240;

6. Compliance with the facilities and safety provisions of 8VAC20-131-260;

7. Compliance with the parental notification provisions of 8VAC20-131-270 B;

8. The Standards of Learning have been fully incorporated into the school division's curriculum in all
accreditation-eligible schools, and the Standards of Learning material is being taught to all students
eligible to take the SOL tests;

9. A comprehensive school plan has been prepared and implemented as required by the Standards of
Quality, in conjunction with the long-range comprehensive plan of the division. Such plan shall be
available to students, parents, staff, and the public. Each school plan shall be evaluated as part of the
development of the next plan. Schools may use other plans to satisfy this requirement with pri@nwritt
approval from the Department of Education.

10. Actions prescribed by 8VAC20-131-400 have been completed.

11. Each school continues to meet the standards in this chapter that the school reported that it met in
the previous year, and actions taken to correct any noncompliance issues that the school reported in
the previous vear.

B. Accreditation ratings. Effective no later than the academic year 2018-2019, schools that neeet th
conditions described in subsection A of this section shall be assigned one of the following accreditation
designations as described in this section.

1. Accredited: When a school has each of its school quality indicators at Level One or Level Two, it
shall be "Accredited." For the transition year of 2018-2019, when a school meets the accreditation
standards for designation as accredited under either the 2017-2018 accreditation calculation rules or
the 2018-2019 rules for multiple school guality indicators, it shall be designated "Accredited."
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2. Accredited with Conditions: When a school has any school quality indicator at Level Three, it shall
be "Accredited with Conditions."

3. Accreditation Denied: If a school is designated "Accredited with Conditions," and the school or
school division fails to adopt and implement school division or school corrective action plans with
fidelity as specified by 8VAC20-131-400 D, it may be designated by the board as "Accreditation
Denied" as provided in 8VAC20-131-400 D 4.

C. Any school in violation of this chapter shall be subject to appropriate action by the board including
withholding the school's accreditation rating.

D. A school's accreditation rating may be withheld by action of the board for any school found to be in
violation of test security procedures pursuant to § 22.1-19.1 of the Code of Virginia.

E. Review cycles.

1. The board shall review annually the status of the performance levels for school quality indicators
applied to accreditation for all schools in the Commonwealth.

2. If a school has been designated "Accredited" for three consecutive years, the board shall review the
accreditation status of the school every three years. However, the board shall review the status of each
school guality indicator used for accreditation each individual year within that triennial period. If the
board finds that the school would have been accredited every year of the triennial review period, the
board shall accredit the school for another three years. A multi-year accreditation status shall not
relieve any school or division of annual reporting requirements, nor shall it relieve any school or
division of annual review of school quality indicators used for school accreditation and subsequent
actions as appropriate and provided for in 8VAC20-131-400, depending on performance level.

8VAC20-131-400. Application of the school quality indicator performance levels to actions.

A. In accordance with the Standards of Quality at 8 22.1-253.13:6 D of the Code of Virgidia, al

schools shall develop a comprehensive, unified, long-range plan. To develop such plans, schools shall
conduct a comprehensive needs assessment, in collaboration with their school division staff, to identify
needed actions to ensure continuous improvement for their students. Results of the comprehensive
needs assessment shall be used to develop a multi-year improvement plan, which shall be a component
of the school's comprehensive, unified, long-range plan. The multi-year improvement plan shall be
reviewed and updated as needed on an annual basis. Confirmation of completion of the actions
required by this section shall be provided to meet requirements of 8VAC20-131-390 A 10.

In determining required actions for schools and school divisions, levels of performance shall be
considered separately for each school quality indicator. Responses and actions to be taken by school
divisions and schools, under the leadership of division superintendents and school principals,
according to the performance level of each school quality indicator are as prescribed in subsections B,
C, and D of this section.

B. Level One. If a school quality indicator is at Level One, the school and its school division shall
continue to monitor the indicator and the multi-year school improvement plan for continuous

improvement.

C. Level Two. If a school quality indicator is at Level Two, the school and its school division shall have
primary responsibility to revise and implement its multi-year school improvement plan.

In developing such plan, the school and its school division shall determine the issues and conditions
that are likely contributing to the school's performance on the indicator and plan and implement
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essential actions and research-based strategies designed to improve performance on the indicator to
achieve the Level One standard.

School division and school staff shall:

1. Identify factors related to the school's performance on the indicator as part of the school's
comprehensive needs assessment;

2. Use the results of the comprehensive needs assessment to develop a and revise the mahiegbar s
improvement planthataddresses to address the factors identified in the needs assessment that are
related to the performance on the indicator. The school's multi-year improvement plan shall be
approved by the local school board. The department may implement an audit process to ensure
compliance with this provision;

3. Implement the essential actions and research-based strategies with fidelity;

4. Reqularly evaluate evidence of the school's progress in implementing the plan, monitor changes
the school quality indicator, and make adjustments as warranted; and

5. Evaluate the progress of the school quality indicators at Level Two at the end of each year, and
assess the results of the school improvement plan actions at the end of two years. If no progress is
made within the two-year period on such school quality indicators, the plan shall be revised.

If any of the academic achievement indicators for all students, as provided in 8VAC20-131-380F 1 a, 1
b, or 1 cis at Level Two, the school must undergo an academic review conducted by the department, or
under its guidance, to further identify required actions to improve student achievement. Review of

other indicators by the department, or under its guidance, may occur based on the school's multi-year
school improvement plan. School improvement plans developed for academic achievement indicators
for all students that are at Level Two shall be reviewed through a department-established process,
which may include peer review by staff from other school divisions.

School divisions with indicators at Level Two may request technical assistance from the oIt

D. Level Three.

1. Corrective action plans. If any school quality indicator is at Level Three, the school and school
division shall work cooperatively and in consultation with the department to develop a corrective action
plan, which shall be incorporated as a component of the school's comprehensive, unified, long-range

plan.

In developing such plan, the school and school division, in consultation with the department, shall
determine the issues and conditions that are likely contributing to the school's performance on the
indicator and plan and implement essential actions and research-based strategies to achieve
improvement to the Level One standard.

All schools with indicators at Level Three must undergo an academic or other review, as appropriate,
conducted by the department, or under its guidance, to further identify required actions to improve
student achievement and the school guality indicators that are at Level Three.

a. Considerations for the level of direction and intervention from the department include:

(1) Specific characteristics of the school and school division;

(2) The number of school quality indicators at Level Three for the school;

(3) A school's trajectory on the indicators at Level Three;

Highlighting represents changes from
the approved Proposed Stage regulations
60 11/3/17 Draft



Attachment A

(4) The length of time the school indicator has been at Level Three; and

(5) The number of schools in the division with multiple school quality indicators at Level Three.

b. In consultation with department staff, school division and school staff shall:

(1) Identify factors related to the school's performance on the indicators at Level Three as part of the
school's comprehensive needs assessment;

(2) Use the results of the comprehensive needs assessment to develop a multi-year corra@otive act
plan which addresses the factors identified in the needs assessment that are related to the performance
on the indicator through essential actions and reseldbased strategies;

(3) Submit the completed corrective action plan to the department through the division superintendent
for department approval;

(4) Amend the plan, if the department disapproves any portion thereof, as needed to secure the
department's approval;

(5) Implement the approved corrective action plan with fidelity; and

(6) Meet reqularly with department staff to monitor evidence of the school's progress in implamen
the plan, to track improvement on the indicator, and to identify next steps.

2. Superintendent agreement. The level of direction and intervention from the department may include
requiring the local school division superintendent and the Superintendent of Public Instruction to

enter into an agreement that shall delineate the responsibilities for the school divisah school

staff, and department staff and shall also include required essential actions to improve student
achievement and to improve performance on school guality indicators.

3. Memorandum of understanding. School divisions that do not demonstrate evidence of progress in
adopting or implementing corrective action plans for a school or schools with indicators at Level Three
shall be required to enter into a memorandum of understanding between the local school board and
the board. The memorandum of understanding shall delineate responsibilities for the local school
board, the board, school division staff, school staff, and department staff and shall also include
required essential actions to improve student achievement and to improve performance on school
quality indicators.

Department staff shall meet reqularly with school division staff to monitor the meandum of
understanding and corrective action plan, to track progress on the indicators, and to identify next

sters.

School divisions that do not demonstrate evidence of progress under the memorandum of
understanding and the associated corrective action plan shall be subject to additional actions, which
may include more frequent meetings with department staff, required technical assistance, or
appearance before the board.

4. Denial of accreditation. If a school is designated "Accredited with Conditions," and the school or
school division fails to adopt and implement corrective action plans with fidelity as specifi¢didy

section, the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall review the school for potential designation by
the board as "Accreditation Denied" and shall present the results of such review to the board with
recommendations. If the board determines that any such school is at Level Three on any school quality
indicator due to its failure to adopt and implement corrective action plans with fidelity asiredby

this section, the board shall designate such school as "Accreditation Denied." The local school board
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shall be given an opportunity to correct such failure, and if successful in a timely manner, the school's
"Accreditation Denied" designation may be rescinded at the board's discretion.

5. At-risk add-on funds. As provided in the appropriation act, if the board has required a local school
board to submit a corrective action plan pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:3 A of the Code of Virginia, either
for the school division pursuant to a division level review or for any schools within its division that

have been designated as not meeting the standards as approved by the board, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction shall determine and report to the board whether each such local school board has
met its obligation to develop and submit such corrective action plan and is making adeguate and timely
progress in implementing the plan. Additionally, if an academic review process undertaken pursuant to
§ 22.1-253.13:3 A of the Code of Virginia has identified actions for a local school board to implement,
the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall determine and report to the board whether the local
school board has implemented required actions. If the Superintendent of Public Instruction certifies
that a local school board has failed or refused to meet any of those obligations, the board shall
withhold payment of some or all at-risk add-on funds otherwise allocated to the affected division
pursuant to this allocation for the pending fiscal year. In determining the amount of at-risk add-on
funds to be withheld, the board shall take into consideration the extent to which such funds have
already been expended or contractually obligated. The local school board shall be given an opportunity
to correct its failure and, if successful in a timely manner, may have some or all of itsktadd-on

funds restored at the board's discretion.

6. Additional remedies. The board may exercise its authority to seek school division compliance with
school laws pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Code of Virginia when any school within a
division receives an accreditation designation other than "Accredited."

In accordance with the Standards of Quality at § 22.1-253.13:3 A of the Code of Virginia, if the board
determines that a school division has failed or refused, and continues to fail or refuse, to comply with
any of the Standards of Quality, including the requirement for local school boards to maintain schools
designated as "Accredited" as provided in 8§ 22.1-253.13:3 A of the Code of Virginia, the board may
petition the circuit court having jurisdiction in the school division to mandate or otherwise enforce
compliance with such standard, including the development or implementation of any required
corrective action plan that a local school board has failed or refused to develop or implement in a

timely manner.

8VAC20-131-410. Recognitions and rewards for school and division accountability.

A. Schools and divisions may be recognized by the board in accordance with guidelines it shall
establish for the Virginia Index of Performance (VIP) incentive program. In order to encourage school
divisions to promote student achievement in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM), the board shall take into account in its guidelines a school division's increase in enrollment
and elective course offerings in these STEM areas. Such recognition may include:

1. Public announcements recognizing individual schools and divisions;

2. Tangible rewards;

3. Waivers of certain board regulations;

4. Exemptions from certain reporting requirements: or

5. Other commendations deemed appropriate to recognize high achievement.

In addition to board recognition, local school boards shall adopt policies to recognize individual
schools through public announcements, media releases, and participation in community activities
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when setting policy relating to schools and budget development, as well as other appropriate
recognition.

B. Schools and divisions may be designated and recognized by the board for exemplar performance in
accordance with criteria and guidelines it shall establish for top achievement in one or more school
guality indicators, and the board may include recognition for high performing schools in specific peer
categories, such as schools with high levels of poverty.

8VAC20-131-420. Waivers and alternative accreditation plans.

A. Except as specified in this section, the board may grant, for a period of up to five years, a waiver of
requirements of this chapter that are not mandated by state or federal law or designed to promote
health or safety. The board may grant all or a portion of the request for a waiver and designate
conditions as appropriate. Waivers of requirements in 8VAC20-131-30, 8VAC20-131-50, 8VAC20-131-
51, 8VAC20-131-70, and 8VAC20-131-370 through 8VAC20-131-430 shall not be granted, and no
waiver may be approved for a program that violates the Standards of Quality.

B. Waivers of some of the requirements of this chapter may be granted by the board based on
submission of a request from the division superintendent and chairman of the local school board. The
request shall include documentation of the justification and need for the waiver. In no event shall
waivers be granted to the requirements of Part Il (8VAC20-131-30 et seq.) of this chapter excépt tha
the board may provide for the waiver of certain graduation requirements in 8VAC20-131-50 and
8VAC20-131-51 upon (i) the board's initiative or (ii) the request of a local school board on a case-by-
case basis. The board shall develop guidelines for implementing this chapter.

Any student with a disability whose Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan documents
that the student cannot successfully complete training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, or the use of automated external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the skills
necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation, as required for graduation in 8VAC20-31-50 B 2
and C 2 and 8VAC20-131-51 B 2 and C 2 shall be granted a waiver from this graduation requirement.

C. Waivers for innovative or school experimental programs. With the approval of the local school
board, schools seeking to implement experimental or innovative programs, or both, that are not
consistent with this chapter shall submit a waiver request to the board for evaluation and approval
prior to implementation. The request must include the following:

Purpose and objectives of the experimental or innovative programs;

Description and duration of the programs;

Anticipated outcomes;

Evaluation procedures; and

1.
2.
3.
4. Number of students affected;
5.
6.

Mechanisms for measuring goals, objectives, and student academic achievement.

D. Alternative accreditation plans. Subject to the provisions of subsection B of this section, the
governing school board of special purpose schools such as those provided for in § 22.1-26 of the Code
of Virginia, Governor's schools, special education schools, alternative schools, or career and technical
schools that serve as the student's school of principal enrollment may seek approval of an alternative
accreditation plan from the board. Schools offering alternative education programs, schools with a
graduation cohort of 50 or fewer students as defined by the graduation rate formula adopted by the
board may request that the board approve an alternative accreditation plan to meet the graduation and
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completion index benchmark. Special purpose schools with alternative accreditation plans shall be
evaluated on standards appropriate to the programs offered in the school and approved by the board
prior to August 1 of the school year for which approval is requested. Any student graduating from a
special purpose school with a Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma must meet the
requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50 or 8VAC20-131-51.

As set forth in the Standards of Quality and according to department procedures, any school board
may request the board for release from state requlations or, on behalf of one or more of its schools, for
approval of an Individual School Accreditation Plan for the evaluation of the performance of one or
more of its schools as authorized for schools enumerated in this subsection, based on special
circumstances.

8VAC20-131-430. Effective dates.

A. Graduation requirements.

1. The graduation requirements for students entering the ninth grade for the first time in the 2013-
2014 school year and prior to the 2018-2019 school year shall be those provided in 8VAC20-131-50.

2. The graduation requirements for students entering the ninth grade for the first time in the 2018-
2019 school year and beyond shall be those provided in 8VAC20-131-51.

3. The graduation requirements applicable to students transferring into a Virginia high school for the
first time shall be as determined by 8VAC20-131-60 G.

B. Locally awarded verified credits.

1. Locally awarded verified credits conferred for history and social science for students entering the
ninth grade for the first time prior to the 2018-2019 school year shall be as provided in 8VAC20-131-
110B 3 a.

2. Locally awarded verified credits conferred for English, mathematics, laboratory science, and history
and social science for students entering the ninth grade for the first time in 2018-2019 or thereafter
shall be as provided in 8VAC20-131-110 B 3 b.

C. Academic and career planning.

1. The requirements for academic and career planning prescribed in 8VAC20-131-140 B shall be
effective beginning with the 2013-2014 academic year and through the 2017-2018 academic year.

2. The requirements for Academic and Career Plans prescribed in 8VAC20-131-140 C shall be
effective beqginning with the 2018-2019 academic year.

D. The application of the college, career, and civic readiness index as a school quality indicator used
for accreditation shall be made no later than the 2021-2022 school year .

E. Unless otherwise specified, the remainder of this chapter shall become effective beginnintp&vit
2018-2019 academic vear.
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Action title | Comprehensive review of the Standards of Accreditation

Date this document | November 7, 2017
prepared

This information is required for executive branch review and the Virginia Registrar of Regulations, pursuant to the
Virginia Administrative Process Act (APA), Executive Orders 17 (2014) and 58 (1999), and the Virginia Register
Form, Style, and Procedure Manual.

Brief summary

Please provide a brief summary of the proposed new regulation, proposed amendments to the existing
regulation, or the regulation proposed to be repealed. Alert the reader to all substantive matters or
changes. If applicable, generally describe the existing regulation.

The Board of Education’s vision is to create a high quality statewide system of public education that
prepares all students for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for realization of personal goals,
and for responsible contributions to the quality of civic life in our state, nation, and the world. The system
of accountability is reflected in the Regulations Establishing the Standards for Accrediting Public Schools
in Virginia, or more commonly referred to as the Standards of Accreditation (SOA).

The proposed amendments to the SOA provide for the implementation of the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate as required by the 2016 General Assembly (HB 895, SB 336), and a new school accreditation
system designed to provide a comprehensive picture of school quality, drive continuous improvement,
build on the strengths in the existing accreditation system, and inform areas of technical assistance and
support to schools. The amendments also further policy changes identified by the Board as part of its
comprehensive review. Proposed changes identified by the Board include the following:
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1. Revising the philosophy and goals to reflect expectations for preparation of a Virginia public
school graduate; recognition of multiple areas affecting school quality; and provision of
continuous school improvement and school support.

2. Expanding the use of performance assessments and reducing the number of credits verified by
Standards of Learning tests to satisfy graduation requirements.

3. Increasing the emphasis on internships and work-based learning experiences.

4. Increasing career exposure, exploration, and planning in elementary, middle, and high school.

5. Emphasizing critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship (the
five Cs)

6. Implementing the Profile of a Virginia Graduate.

7. Reflecting changes in the School Quality Profile.

8. Establishing a new school accreditation system that measures school quality through multiple
indicators and the designation of performance levels each indicator.

Acronyms and Definitions

Please define all acronyms used in the Agency Background Document. Also, please define any technical
terms that are used in the document that are not also defined in the “Definition” section of the regulations.

The “Five Cs” refer to critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication and citizenship.
These are five foundational skills that students will be expected to acquire and demonstrate to obtain a
Standard or Advanced Studies diploma, in accordance with the Profile of a Virginia Graduate.

Statement of final agency action

Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including:1) the date the action was
taken;2) the name of the agency taking the action; and 3) the title of the regulation.

The Board of Education [is reviewing] the final stage of the Regulations Establishing the Standards for
Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia on November 16, 2017.

Legal basis

Please identify the (1) the agency (includes any type of promulgating entity) and (2) the state and/or
federal legal authority for the proposed regulatory action, including the most relevant citations to the Code
of Virginia or General Assembly chapter number(s), if applicable. Your citation should include a specific
provision, if any, authorizing the promulgating entity to regulate this specific subject or program, as well
as a reference to the agency’s overall regulatory authority.

The Board of Education is the promulgating entity.

The statutory authority for these regulations is provided by §§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of
Virginia. In addition, Chapter 720 and Chapter 750, 2016 Acts of Assembly, directed the Board of
Education to promulgate regulation to implement the Profile of a Virginia Graduate and associated
revised graduation requirements. The legislation further directed the Board to submit final regulations to
the Registrar of Regulations no later than December 1, 2017. Such regulations are incorporated into this
regulatory action.

Section 22.1-16 of the Code of Virginia provides:
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The Board of Education may adopt bylaws for its own government and promulgate such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out its powers and duties and the provisions of this title.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 provides, in part:

A. The Board of Education shall promulgate regulations establishing standards for accreditation
pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), which shall include student
outcome measures, requirements and guidelines for instructional programs and for the integration
of educational technology into such instructional programs, administrative and instructional
staffing levels and positions, including staff positions for supporting educational technology,
student services, auxiliary education programs such as library and media services, requirements
for graduation from high school, community relations, and the philosophy, goals, and objectives of
public education in Virginia...

Chapters 720 and 750 of the 2016 Acts of Assembly amended § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia to
state, in part:

D. In establishing graduation requirements, the Board shall:

1. Develop and implement, in consultation with stakeholders representing elementary and
secondary education, higher education, and business and industry in the Commonwealth and
including parents, policymakers, and community leaders in the Commonwealth, a Profile of a
Virginia Graduate that identifies the knowledge and skills that students should attain during high
school in order to be successful contributors to the economy of the Commonwealth, giving due
consideration to critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship.

2. Emphasize the development of core skill sets in the early years of high school.

3. Establish multiple paths toward college and career readiness for students to follow in the later
years of high school. Each such pathway shall include opportunities for internships, externships,
and credentialing.

4. Provide for the selection of integrated learning courses meeting the Standards of Learning and
approved by the Board to satisfy graduation requirements, which shall include Standards of
Learning testing, as necessary...

Enactment clause 6 of Chapter 720 and enactment clause 5 of Chapter 750 of the 2016 Acts of Assembly
states:

That no later than December 1, 2017, the Board of Education shall submit to the Registrar of
Regulations final regulations to establish graduation requirements pursuant to the provisions of
subdivisions D 1, 2, and 3 of § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia, as amended by this act.

Purpose

Please explain the need for the new or amended regulation. Describe the rationale or justification of the
proposed regulatory action. Describe the specific reasons the regulation is essential to protect the health,
safety or welfare of citizens. Discuss the goals of the proposal and the problems the proposal is intended
to solve.

These regulations provide the foundation for the provision of a quality public education within a system of
school accountability and continuous improvement. They are intended to:
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1. Provide an essential foundation of educational programs of high quality in all schools for all
students.

2. Encourage and promote school quality in multiple indicators and acknowledge achievement and
continuous improvements by schools and school divisions.

3. Foster public confidence that graduating students have mastered multiple areas of learning to
include academic subjects, workplace skills, career exploration and planning, and civic and
community responsibility; that is, that they are college-, career-, and citizenship-ready.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia’s public schools by other institutions of learning.

5. Establish the means of determining the effectiveness of schools as prescribed in the Standards of
Quality at § 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia, including student learning and progress and
student outcomes for multiple areas affecting school quality.

6. Identify the specific areas to be addressed by school divisions in order to achieve accreditation
standards, as well as the technical assistance to be provided by the Virginia Department of
Education.

Substance

Please briefly identify and explain the new substantive provisions, the substantive changes to existing
sections, or both.

Part I. Definitions

Many definitions have been added or revised in the proposed SOA. Several of these amendments
provide additional clarification, for example, how minimum instructional and planning time are calculated.
Others implement changes, such as standard and verified unit of credit requirements and how they may
be earned. Other changes provide consistent definitions for English learner, and reporting group.

Definitions for obsolete terms have been deleted. In addition, technical edits have been made throughout
the definitions.

The purpose of the regulations has been expanded to include the promotion of school quality and
continuous improvement of schools and school divisions. A new provision specifies that the SOA
establishes the foundation of a high quality public education within a system of accountability and
continual improvement.

Part Il. Philosophy, Goals, and Objectives

The philosophy, goals, and objectives of the regulations have been expanded to address factors affecting
school quality and continual improvement and overall goals and objectives for student learning,
achievement, and preparation.

Student preparation is expected to include exploration and understanding of the opportunities that exist
after high school and development of knowledge and abilities needed for the next phase of their life as an
adult. Student preparation is also expected to encompass mastery of creative and critical thinking,
analysis and problem solving, and the development of personal attributes, such as communication and
collaboration skills, dependability, and persistence.

Philosophy, goals and objectives for schools are expected to reflect the means by which Standards of
Learning and the SOA are met.

The Board’s objective is to provide an educational foundation to ensure that students are ready for
success in a global economy. The Board recognizes stakeholder concerns that students need to be
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prepared not only in content knowledge, but also in skills, such as critical thinking, creative thinking,
communication, collaboration, and citizenship (the five Cs). Expectations are added for students, as they
progress through the public education system, to achieve and apply certain knowledge, skills, qualities,
and behaviors related to academic content and technology, and workplace and civic readiness. As
students’ progress through elementary, middle, and secondary schools, it is expected that they will be
prepared to be college-, career-, and citizenship-ready at the end of their public school journey.

Part lll. Student Achievement

Part 11l includes those sections which address student achievement expectations, graduation
requirements, and graduation requirements and waivers for transfer students. This part now requires the
school superintendent to certify that the division’s policy for dropping courses ensures that students’
course schedules are not changed to avoid taking an end-of-course Standards of Learning test. In
addition, students no longer will be required to take an end-of course SOL test in an academic subject
after they have earned the number of verified credits required for that academic content area for
graduation unless the test is required to meet federal requirements.

Significant changes are made to the graduation requirements for those students who will enroll in the
ninth grade as of the 2018-2019 school year. Two separate sections specify the changes in requirements
for high school students for those enrolled in the ninth grade prior to the 2018-2019 school year and those
enrolled in the ninth grade as of the 2018-2019 school year.

For students who enroll in the ninth grade as of the 2018-2019 school year, the number of verified credits
required for the Standard and Advanced Studies Diplomas have been reduced to five, and students will
be expected to demonstrate competency in each of: critical thinking, creative thinking, communication,
collaboration, and citizenship. Additional methods of achieving a verified credit are also established,
including the use of authentic performance assessments in history/social science and English (writing),
and expansion of the locally awarded verified credit option to include all four core academic areas. For
students who transfer into Virginia public schools, amendments clarify whether the existing or proposed
graduation requirements will be applicable.

Part IV. School Instructional Program

Part IV includes sections referencing instructional programs, standard and verified units of credit, college
and career preparatory programs, and standard school year and school day. Language has been added
to reflect the Standards of Quality instructional requirements, to reference the Profile of a Virginia
Graduate and instructional programs, college and career readiness, and critical thinking, creative thinking,
collaboration, communication, and citizenship.

Career knowledge and exploration is expanded in the proposed regulations and begins in earlier grades.
Beginning in elementary school, development of academic and career planning portfolios are to be
established and maintained for each student to document career interests, and to be used to develop the
academic and career plan in the seventh grade. All middle school students would be required to
complete a career investigation course, or an equivalent alternative, that will be used as the foundation to
develop academic and career plans. High schools would be required to provide opportunities for students
to participate in work experiences such as internships, externships, and other work-based learning
experiences.

Part V. School and Instructional Leadership

Significant language has been included to clarify and expand the role of the principal and to clearly
present professional expectations. The principal is expected to foster the success of all students and
provide leadership that results in acceptable, measurable, student academic progress based on
established standards. In addition, language has been added to reflect the Standards of Quality
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instructional requirements, to reference the Profile of a Virginia Graduate and instructional programs, as
well as college-, career-, and citizenship-readiness.

Part VI. School Facilities and Safety

This section addresses school communications and safety. Language in this part has been revised per
state requirements to require a fire drill at least twice during the first 20 school days and two additional fire
drills during the remainder of the school term. School divisions also must conduct a lock-down drill at
least twice during the first 20 school days and at least two additional lock-down drills during the remainder
of the school term. The requirements fall outside of the parameters of the Virginia Department of
Education and have been required to ensure the safety of school students and staff.

Part VIl. School and Community Communications

This part includes those regulations which address school and community communications. The School
Performance Report Card is now referred to as the School Quality Profile. In addition, the regulation
specifies certain indicators to be included in that profile, including accreditation status and absenteeism.
These changes give the stakeholders a more complete picture as to how the schools and school divisions
are performing.

Part VIll. School Accreditation

In this part, new language establishes the principles and purpose of the school accountability system and
accreditation, and describes its components. The proposed school accreditation system is established,
which will use multiple indicators of school quality. The indicators include measures of academic
achievement, achievement gaps among student subgroups, graduation and completion, dropout rates,
chronic absenteeism, and college, career, and civic readiness. Performance levels are established for
each school quality indicator, as Level One, Two, or Three. Annually, performance levels will be
designated for each school quality indicator in each school.

A school will be required to take actions corresponding with each performance level in each school quality
indicator. These actions establish expectations for schools to develop and implement plans for improving
performance in school quality indicators. A series of more intensive actions are established, including
state interventions, for school quality indicators at Level Three, which represents below standard
performance.

Each school will receive an accreditation status of “Accredited,” “Accredited with Conditions,” or
“Accreditation Denied.” A school will be designated “Accredited with Conditions” if it has any school
quality indicators at Level Three. A school will be designated “Accreditation Denied” if it has been
designated “Accredited with Conditions” and fails to adopt and implement corrective action plans with
fidelity.

The proposed language also permits the Board to designate and recognize schools for exemplar
performance in school quality indicators, including recognition for high performance among specific peer
school categories, such as schools with high levels of poverty.

Part VIl also establishes that the regulations, unless otherwise noted, will be effective for the 2018-2019
school year.

Issues

Please identify the issues associated with the proposed regulatory action, including: 1) the primary
advantages and disadvantages to the public, such as individual private citizens or businesses, of
implementing the new or amended provisions; 2) the primary advantages and disadvantages to the
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agency or the Commonwealth; and 3) other pertinent matters of interest to the regulated community,
government officials, and the public. If there are no disadvantages to the public or the Commonwealth,
please indicate.

These regulations will positively impact the public, private citizens, school divisions, students, parents,
school staff, and other constituents.

The advantage of these regulations to the Commonwealth include:
o Ensuring all students are prepared for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for

realization of personal goals, and for responsible contributions to the quality of civic life in our
state, nation, and the world.

e Implementing the Profile of a Virginia Graduate, to ensure that students not only acquire content
knowledge, but also skills needed for success in employment and further education including:
critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and citizenship.

e Supporting students with additional career exploration and planning opportunities.

e Providing an accountability system that will provide a comprehensive picture of school quality for
the public, and drive continuous improvement for all schools, including state assistance for low
performing schools.

These regulations do not present any disadvantages to the public or the commonwealth.

Requirements more restrictive than federal

Please identify and describe any requirement of the proposal which is more restrictive than applicable
federal requirements. Include a rationale for the need for the more restrictive requirements. If there are
no applicable federal requirements or no requirements that exceed applicable federal requirements,
include a statement to that effect.

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) was signed into law on December 10, 2015. The new
law replaces the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). Under ESSA, states will develop new federal
accountability systems during the 2016-2017 year, to be implemented during the 2018-2019 school
year. That reauthorization presented Virginia with an opportunity to align federal requirements with state
requirements.

Localities particularly affected

Please identify any locality particularly affected by the proposed regulation. Locality particularly affected
means any locality which bears any identified disproportionate material impact which would not be
experienced by other localities.

All 132 school divisions would be affected. It is not expected that any school division would incur a
disproportionate material impact.

Family impact
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Please assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability
including to what extent the regulatory action will: 1) strengthen or erode the authority and rights of
parents in the education, nurturing, and supervision of their children; 2) encourage or discourage
economic self-sufficiency, self-pride, and the assumption of responsibility for oneself, one’s spouse, and
one’s children and/or elderly parents; 3) strengthen or erode the marital commitment; and 4) increase or
decrease disposable family income.

In 2014 the Board committed to conducting a comprehensive review and revision of these regulations
which govern student achievement and graduation requirements. Since that time, the Board has
conducted public hearings, met with stakeholders, and received public comment to best determine how to
revise these standards to create a quality statewide system of public education that prepares all students
for success in the twenty-first century workplace, for realization of personal goals, and for responsible
contributions to the quality of civic life in our state, nation, and the world.

This regulatory action will positively impact the families in Virginia by encouraging economic self-
sufficiency and the assumption of self-responsibility. During the 2016 legislative session, the Governor
and the General Assembly supported the development of a Profile of a Virginia Graduate (Profile) through
the introduction and adoption of legislation which directed the Board to redefine the expectations of high
school graduates in the Commonwealth. HB 895 (Greason) and SB 336 (Miller) amended § 22.1-
253.13:4.D of the Code of Virginia to require the Board to develop and implement, in consultation with
stakeholders representing elementary and secondary education, higher education, business and industry,
parents, policymakers, and community leaders in the Commonwealth, a Profile of a Virginia Graduate that
identifies the knowledge and skills that students should attain during high school in order to be successful
contributors to the economy of the Commonwealth, giving due consideration to critical thinking, creative
thinking, collaboration, communication, and citizenship (known as the 5 Cs). The Profile has been
developed by the Board of Education to describe the knowledge, skills, competencies, and experiences
students should attain during their K-12 education to make them college-, career-, and citizenship-ready.

In addition, proposed changes to the accreditation system will provide a more comprehensive picture of
school quality and state support to schools. This will help identify areas of weakness in schools that are
currently not recognized, and direct appropriate assistance to such schools.

Changes made since the proposed stage

Please list all changes that made to the text since the proposed regulation was published in the Virginia
Register of Regulations and the rationale for the changes; explain the new requirements and what they

mean rather than merely quoting the proposed text of the regulation. *Please put an asterisk next to any
substantive changes.

Section Requirement at What has changed Rationale for change
number proposed stage

*Section 5 | Student growth is Definition added for “growth” and Establishes that the term
referenced in Section “student growth.” refers to student level
380.F.1. progress, as opposed to

school level
improvement.

*Section 5 | Recess is described as a | Clarified that recess is a break Provides additional
student’s break from from “structured classroom” direction as to the intent
instruction. instruction. of recess.

*Section Part of the mission of “Private life” changed to “life.” The mission should

10 public education system is impact a student’s whole
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to equip students for an
informed and successful
private life.

life — not just his or her
private life.

the career investigative
course content, provided it
is equivalent in content
and rigor and provides the
foundation students to
develop their academic
and career plans.

*Section Pathways to a Standard or | Eliminated “in accordance with To allow school divisions
51.A Advanced Diploma shall department guidelines.” to establish innovative
provide opportunities for approaches toward
work-based learning in Adds language to clarify that graduation pathways
accordance with work-based learning opportunities | and work-based
department guidelines. provided may include, but not to learning.
be limited to, internships,
externships, credentialing, and
blended learning.
*Section Courses used to satisfy Eliminated the requirement that Board approval has
51.B.2 and | English (reading and the Board approve English never been required for
C.2 writing) standard credit courses used to satisfy diploma English courses used to
requirements for a requirements. satisfy graduation
Standard diploma or requirements. This was
Advanced Studies inadvertently added to
diploma shall be approved Section 51 when the
by the Board of Education. footnotes from the
diploma requirements in
Section 50 were
reorganized into the new
diploma requirements in
Section 51. Board
approval will still be
required for courses
used to satisfy
mathematics, science,
and history and social
science courses.
*Section Students seeking an At least two of these electives This is a requirement of
51.C.2 Advanced Studies must be sequential elective Va. Code §22.1-
diploma must receive courses. 253.13:4.D.5, as
three standard credits in amended by HB 895/SB
electives. 336 (2016). It was
inadvertently not
included at the proposed
stage.
Section Establishes diploma Clarifies that the requirements Technical edit.
60.G.2.b requirements for students | apply to both those transferring
seeking an Advanced “at the beginning of” as well as
Studies diploma who those transferring during the ninth
transferred into a Virginia | grade, consistent with the
school in the ninth grade requirements for the Standard
diploma in subsection G.1.b.
Section School divisions may use | Inserted “for” between “foundation | Technical edit.
90.A alternate means to deliver | students.”
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*Section Secondary schools are Adds language to clarify that Establishes that school
100.A.5 required to provide work-based learning opportunities | divisions shall have
opportunities to participate | provided may include, but not to flexibility to determine
in internships, be limited to, internships, how to provide these
externships, and other externships, credentialing, and opportunities.
work-based learning blended learning.
experiences, and to
attaining workforce and “to attaining” changed “to attain” Technical edit.
career readiness and
industry credentials.
Section Establishes the types of Inserts a missing comma. Technical edit.
110.C.3 tests that may be
considered as substitute
tests for verified credit.
Section A verified credit is a credit | Added “and completes one of the | Technical edit.
110.B awarded for a course in following” to refer to the list of
which a student earns a requirements that follows.
standard unit of credit.
*Section Academic and career Academic and career plans Provides schools
140.C.2 plans should be should be developed for each flexibility to offer the
developed for each student by the end of the fall career investigations
student by the end of semester in the eighth grade. course content in the
seventh grade. first half of the eighth
grade year if necessary,
as it provides the
foundation for the
academic and career
plan.
*Section Credit for coursework Eliminated “person eligible for a Va. Code § 22.1-
180.A and | completed through home | Virginia license, or other 253.13:2.B requires
B instruction shall be appropriately licensed personnel,” | school boards to employ
awarded when it is as qualified individuals to licensed instructional
completed under the supervise home instruction. personnel qualified in the
supervision of a licensed relevant areas.
teacher, a person eligible
for a Virginia license, or Added requirement for such Va. Code § 22.1-199
other appropriately teacher to be licensed in the requires teachers
licensed personnel relevant area. employed by a school
employed by the school board or paid with public
board, and there is funds to be licensed.
evidence that the credit
requirements have been
met.
*Section A program of physical Eliminated sentence referring to a | Physical fitness program
200.D fitness shall be available program of physical fitness. requirements are

to all students with a goal
of at least 150 minutes per
week on average during
the regular school year.
Effective with the 2018-19
year, physical activity is
mandated for 100 minutes
per week in grades K-5,
and to be made available
to other grades.

Eliminated effective date
language for physical activity.

addressed in 8VAC131-
80 and 90. Also
incorporates new
language from SB211
(2016).

Effective date language
unnecessary because it
is duplicative of the
entire regulation’s

1C
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effective date.

*Section Principals are required to | Amended to prohibit students Parents have expressed
210.C.12.a | ensure test security, in from having access to cell phones | the desire to be able to
part by implementing a or other devices during test communicate with their
policy prohibiting student administration, rather than children in the event of
cell phones or other prohibiting the devices from being | an emergency or
electronic devices with in the room during test lockdown situation.
text and camera functions | administration. Students will not have
from being in the room access to devices during
where the SOL test is testing; however, adults
administered. may have access.
Section One of the purposes of Changes “inform” to “identify.” Technical edit.
370.A.3 school accreditation and
accountability is to inform
areas for technical
resources and school
improvement.
Section Establishes the academic | Adds “and writing” to the measure | Technical edit.
370.B.1 achievement indicators. of growth for clarification.
*Section Schools will be accredited | Replaced this language Avoids any potential
380.F during the 2018-2019 addressing transition with a conflict between Section
transition year using either | reference to Section 390.B.1. 380.F and Section
the new accreditation During the 2018-2019 transition 390.B.1. Only the
system rules or the year, a school may achieve the “Accredited” designation
existing accreditation designation “Accredited” using needs to be addressed
system rules, whichever either the existing accreditation for the transition.
benefits the school the rules, or the new accreditation Schools with “Partially
most. system rules. Accredited” or “Denied
Accreditation” statuses
in the existing system
should be evaluated
using the new system
rules.
Section Performance levels will be | Eliminated reference to Board of This was erroneously
380.F applied to school quality Education guidelines. included from an earlier
indicators according to draft, when the
board guidelines. performance levels were
planned to be
implemented through
guidance rather than
regulation.
Section Academic achievement Corrected “ccience” to “science.” Technical edit.
380.F.1.c indicator for ccience.
Section The graduation and Corrected “%age” to Technical edit.
380.F.1.f completion index is the “percentage.”
Y%age of students...
Section Schools with school Clarified that an existing multi- Technical edit.
400.C.2 quality indicators at Level | year school improvement plan is

Two shall use the results
of the comprehensive
needs assessment to
develop a multi-year
school improvement plan
that addresses the factors
identified in the needs

revised to address Level Two
performance. An entirely new
plan is not required to be
developed.

11
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assessment that are
related to the performance
on the indicator.

Public comment

Please summarize all comments received during the public comment period following the publication of
the proposed stage, and provide the agency response. If no comment was received, please so indicate.
Please distinguish between comments received on Town Hall versus those made in a public hearing or
submitted directly to the agency or board.

The Board solicited public comment on the proposed regulations through five public hearings conducted
during June and August of 2017. The hearings were conducted in Harrisonburg, Fairfax, Mecklenburg
County, Virginia Beach, and Wytheville. In total, 365 individuals attended the hearings, and 117 speakers
addressed the Board. The public comment period opened on August 7, 2017 and closed on October 6,
2017. The Board also has received comments through letters, email, and public testimony from
individuals and organizations. Presented below is a summary comments received since the Board
approved the proposed regulations on June 22, 2017 through October 31, 2017.

Comments from organizations are presented first, followed by those from individuals.

Commenter

Comment

Agency response

Virginia
Association of
School
Superintendents
(VASS)

VASS believes that school divisions
should use a variety of assessments
to document and enhance student
growth and achievement. State
assessments are not the only means
to ensure that curriculum is taught
and students learn.

VASS supports the reduction in the
number of verified credits for
graduation so that school divisions
will have more flexibility in providing
opportunities for civic engagement
and career exposure.

VASS supports the proposed
Accreditation Matrix, however,
multiple indicators are limited by
available data required for
documentation. The superintendents
hope they can work with the Virginia
Department of Education
(Department) if they have schools at
Level 3 to determine how best to
improve their indicators.

Concerns exist for expectations for
Level 2 schools.

The proposed regulations provide a variety of
assessments: substitute tests, expansion of
locally-awarded verified credits, and
performance assessments for verified
credits. The regulations also permit the
Board to adopt alternative measures to
determine growth in the future.

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.

The agency intends to make data available to
school divisions in advance of the
implementation of the new accreditation
system. Technical assistance will be
provided to schools with indicators at Level
Three.

The regulation will require schools with
indicators at Level Two to proactively plan for
improvement to prevent the indicator from

12
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Association for
Health, Physical
Education,
Recreation, and
Dance

assessments should be scaled up to
include all content areas and used as
a measure for accrediting schools.

Commenter Comment Agency response
declining to Level Three.
Virginia Middle school students need Technical assistance and professional
Association of exposure to a career and technical development is to be provided to ensure that
Secondary exploration course, but successful these regulations are implemented with
School implementation depends in part on fidelity.
Principals teacher and administrator
(VASSP) preparation.
Academic achievement indicators are | The agency notes the support for academic
essential in determining the achievement indicators, which will continue
effectiveness of a school. In the past | to be a component of the new accreditation
significant progress has not been system. The agency intends to make data
recognized. We ask that tools be and technical assistance available to assist
provided to understand how this will with understanding how progress will be
be measured. Schools need a measured.
thorough explanation of all indicators
and data points.
VASSP supports the use of The agency notes the support for this
performance indicators and agree proposal.
that it is important to recognize and
award accredited status to struggling
schools whose students may not
achieve a passing score on the SOL,
but who have consistent growth in
their scores.
School requirements based on Level | The regulations establish the requirements
2 or Level 3 must be thoroughly for Level 2 and Level 3 indicators. The
outlined. agency will provide additional technical
assistance and guidance as implementation
nears.
Virginia Use of authentic performance Performance assessments used to verify

credit will only be offered for English (writing)
and history/social science. Schools may opt
to use performance assessments in other
content areas. The proposed regulations do
not use performance assessments as a
means for accrediting schools.

Virginia VACTE supports the opportunity to The agency notes the support for this
Association for | incorporate knowledge of regional proposal.
Career and workforce needs and participate in
Technical internships, externships, and other
Education work-based learning experiences and
(VACTE) to obtain workforce, career

readiness, and industry credentials;

supports the opportunity for career

exploration in elementary school; and

supports the opportunity for

establishing paths toward college

and career readiness.
Virginia This organization recommends that There has been no change in the fine arts
Coalition for fine arts be assigned one full credit credit, as §22.1-253.13:4.D.5 of the Code
Fine Arts for graduation, and not shared with establishes this requirement.

13
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Commenter Comment Agency response
Education Career and Technical Education,
foreign language, or any other
discipline.
There are also concerns about the The proposed regulations provide flexibility
impact of the career investigation for school divisions to determine at what
course on semester and year-long grade level the course will be provided at the
fine arts courses that will be most middle school level, and to permit alternative
negatively impacted. means to be used to deliver the course
content.
Virginia School | VSBA expressed support for the The regulation will require schools with
Board proposed matrix, however, concerns | indicators at Level Two to proactively plan for
Association remain about the implementation of improvement to prevent the indicator from
(VSBA) the matrix and the proposed declining to Level Three. Local school

requirements for schools that fall to
Level 2. These schools and divisions
should have the ability to evaluate,
plan, and implement appropriate
action to address weak performance
indicators rather than face specific
requirements from the Board.

VSBA noted that the proposed
language includes potentially
onerous requirements for
improvement that schools will face if
they fall to Level 3.

Support for the proposed reduction in
the number of verified credits for
graduation was also noted as it will
give local school boards the flexibility
to provide students opportunity for
civic engagement and career
exposure.

Flexibility encouraged for student
growth measures other than state
assessments.

divisions will control the improvement
planning process for Level Two indicators,
unless academic achievement indicators are
at Level Two, in which case an academic
review will be performed either by the agency
or under its guidance.

The proposed regulation establishes a
process to plan improvement in the indicator.
The proposed system will focus efforts on the
specific indicator and the level of intervention
will vary depending on several factors.

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.

The regulations permit the Board to adopt
alternative measures to determine growth in
the future.

Virginia Music
Educators
Association

This organization recommends that
the fine arts be assigned one full
credit for graduation which is not
shared with CTE, foreign language,
or any other discipline.

This organization also has concerns
about the career investigation course
and its impact on fine arts courses,
particularly in music where the
courses are year-long and
sequenced.

There has been no change in the fine arts
credit, as §22.1-253.13:4.D.5 of the Code
establishes this requirement.

The proposed regulations provide flexibility
for school divisions to determine at what
grade level the course will be provided at the
middle school level, and to permit alternative
means to be used to deliver the course
content.

Virginia Council
on Economic
Education

Support expressed for the use of
authentic performance assessments
in middle and high school as part of a

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.

14
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Commenter Comment Agency response
balanced system that also includes
some multiple choice and
constructive response questions
through a state-wide system.
Support expressed for the The agency notes the support.
requirement that all students earn an
economics and personal finance
credit
Support expressed for the Board’s The agency notes the support.
emphasis on the 5 Cs.
Concern expressed for the need to The Standards of Learning and Curriculum
ensure social studies is taught in the | Framework include the history and social
classroom consistent with Virginia’s science content that teachers in Virginia are
SOL. expected to teach and students are expected
to learn.
Virginia Out-of-school time programming Section 180.B of the proposed regulations

Partnership for
Out-of-School
Time

should be considered as an
alternative means to deliver
instruction, beginning with the 21°'
Century Community Learning
Centers.

Noted the need to connect and
measure the 5 Cs, social-emotional
learning, and workplace readiness
skills.

encourages alternative means to deliver
instruction to accommodate student needs
through emerging technologies and other
similar means.

Local school divisions will verify that the 5 Cs
have been attained. Performance
assessments present an opportunity to
connect these three areas.

Virginia
Association for
Supervision and

Support expressed for a balanced
assessment system — one that
incorporates SOL tests, measures of

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.

Curriculum growth in literacy and mathematics,
Development and performance assessments in

which students must demonstrate not

only what they know, but what they

can do with what they know.
Virginia No Environmental literacy should be The regulations provide a new diploma seal
Child Left Inside | incorporated into the SOA. recognizing excellence in science and the
Coalition environment. The Board has also amended

its approved course list to permit
environmental courses to be used to satisfy
graduation requirements.

Virginia Alliance

Increase the ratio of school

The Board has recognized the need for

for School counselors to students to support the | increased ratios of school counselors to
Counseling acquisition of technical skills that students; however, the ratio is established in
prepare students for careers, to Code through the Standards of Quality.
increase work-based learning
experiences, and to support the
learning of skills, such as: conflict
resolution, social skills, study skills,
and problem solving.
Northern Supports expressed for the efforts The agency notes the support for this
Virginia that highlight industry certification proposal.
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Commenter Comment Agency response

Chamber of and credential programs as a

Commerce pathway for career opportunity
consistent with Virginia’s workforce
needs.
Noted that it is important to ensure The proposed regulations establish
that all of Virginia’s students are expectations for school divisions to provide
introduced to all available education specific learning opportunities to students,
and training options that will lead including work-based learning opportunities
them to a productive career

Citizen (via The letter submitted suggested

letter) several specific amendments:

e the term “effective for students The proposed regulations clearly establish
who enter the ninth grade in the | which ninth grade class the graduation
2018-2019 school” should be requirements are applicable to at Section
clarified so it is understood who | 50.B.1 and C.1, and Section 51.B.1 and C.1.
it applies to.

e clarification should be provided The definition of recess is proposed to be
for the definition of recess and amended for clarification. Programs of
program of physical fitness. physical fitness are clarified through board-

issued guidance.

e Section 260, regarding school
facilities should include There is already language requiring the
language requiring schools to physical plant to be accessible, barrier free,
“Provide adequate, safe, and clean, and safe. Other requirements,
propeﬂy-equipped classrooms including federal laws should address
to meet the needs of students concerns relative to equitable facilities.
with disabilities that are
substantially equivalent to those
classrooms for non-disabled
students.”

e Narcan should be added to the The training requirements for insulin,
list of medications which staff glucagon, and epinephrine are based in
must be trained in, in addition to | Code requirements. Discussions continue to
insulin, glucagon, and emerge regarding the appropriateness of
epinephrine. Narcan in schools

Citizen (via The letter submitted raised several
letter) concerns, including:

e The proposed regulations do not
comply with various provisions
in the Constitution and Code.

e A school cannot be denied
accreditation, so long as it has
created a plan and executes the
plan with fidelity

The proposed revisions have been made
based on decisions the Board has made
throughout its comprehensive review. As
part of the executive branch review process,
these regulations are reviewed by the Office
of the Attorney General.

In the proposed system, when a school fails
to meet benchmarks, the school will be
assigned a Level Three indicator in a
particular school quality indicator, rather than
being “denied accreditation.” If a school fails
to develop and implement improvement
plans with fidelity, “Accreditation Denied”
status will be designated. If an improvement
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Commenter

Comment

Agency response

Authentic performance
assessments may facilitate
cheating

Each school should not be
required to develop philosophy,
goals, and objectives

The use of a local committee to
determine English learner
eligibility is an invitation for
abuse.

The dilution of graduation
requirements will improve
graduation rates, but cheapen
the diploma. Instead, the
regulations should cause
schools to be more effective.

Student growth profiles have
been abandoned. They are a
transparent and objective
measure and the only measure
unaffected by poverty rendering

new accreditation system unfair.

Abandoning history as a
criterion for accreditation dilutes
standards in order to improve
accreditation rates.

The academic achievement
indicators for English and
mathematics acknowledge
students with increasing scores,

plan does not result in improvement, the
school and division are expected to revisit
the plan.

The Board will be developing criteria for the
implementation of authentic performance
assessments, and the department will be
providing professional development and
technical assistance, as well as monitoring.

This is included in the existing regulation,
and serves as the basis for the
comprehensive plan that each school is
required to develop as required by the
Standards of Quality.

Federal criteria is used to determine
eligibility.

The proposed regulations provide a more
balanced approach to student assessment,
and require students to demonstrate
proficiency in the 5Cs skills, in response to
business, higher education, and other
stakeholder’s input. The regulations also
require all schools to continually review and
plan for improvement. The number of
standard credits required for the Standard
and Advanced Studies diplomas have not
changed.

The proposed system recognizes student-
level growth using progress tables which
demonstrate when a student demonstrates
adequate year-over-year growth in a content
area. The new system recognizes student-
level growth, as well as improvements made
at the school level, whereas the old system
did not recognize schools until they had
reached the testing benchmarks.

Schools continue to be expected to provide
instruction in this subject area in accordance
with the SOL. In 2017, no schools have failed
to be fully accredited solely due to pass rates
in history and social science.

These proposed indicators recognize
adequate student growth only in students
who fail to pass the SOL. As long as a
student is passing or the student is
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Commenter Comment Agency response
but ignores students with demonstrating growth, the student will be
declining scores. Further, how counted in the rate for these two indicators.
much growth is deemed The Board’s approved progress tables will be
adequate is not defined. used to determine adequate growth. The
Board also may approve additional measures
in the future.
Division The letter submitted addressed
superintendent several areas, including:
(via letter)

Maintain the existing “11
semester rule” that permits
English learner test scores to be
excluded. Consider applying
the “11 semester rule” to the
graduation and completion
index (GCI).

Include English learners that
enroll for the first time in the
second semester of ninth grade
in the following year’s cohort for
the purpose of the GCI.

Consider alternate assessment
methods, such as performance
assessments, to determine
verified credits for English
learners, and to determine
accountability for schools with
significant English learner
populations.

Consider allowing students who
do not graduate by age 22 but
who continue schooling at an
approved adult high school to
count as a transfer out of their
original high school for the GCI
calculation.

Further reduce the number of
standardized assessments.

Expand the use of performance
assessments used to verify
credit to include geometry, earth
science, and biology

The exclusion is maintained in the proposed
regulations. The agency notes this
recommendation. The proposed regulations
will permit the Board to establish the GCl
through guidance, thus the Board could
consider this proposal after the regulations
are adopted.

The agency notes this recommendation. The
proposed regulations will permit the Board to
establish the GCI through guidance, thus the
Board could consider this proposal after the
regulations are adopted.

The agency notes this recommendation. The
proposed regulations reduce the number of
verified credits required for graduation and
provide additional ways to acquire certain
verified credits. School divisions may apply
for alternative accreditation programs in
special circumstances.

The agency notes this recommendation. The
proposed regulations will permit the Board to
establish the GCI through guidance, thus the
Board could consider this proposal after the
regulations are adopted.

The proposed regulations are intended to
provide a balanced approach to student
assessment. Federal law requires a
minimum number of standardized tests be
assessed in English, mathematics and
science.

To earn a Standard or an Advanced Studies
diploma, the proposed regulations require
one verified credit in mathematics and one in
science. The end-of-course tests used to
earn these verified credits are also used to
meet the federal requirement for students to
be assessed in these subject areas at least
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Comment

Agency response

o Encourage the use of electives,
especially career-related
courses that could be approved
to satisfy graduation
requirements in other areas.
For example, Practical Nursing
could be considered a science
course.

e Thoroughly review approved
industry certifications and those
that can be used to satisfy
verified credit requirements.

e Consider additional flexibility for
graduation requirements for
students who transfer into
Virginia late in high school. A
frequent issue unique to Virginia
diploma requirements is the
Economics and Personal
Finance course requirement.

once in high school with a standardized test.

The agency notes this recommendation. The
proposed regulations encourage the
integration of instruction across content
areas. The Board could consider this
proposal through amending its approved
course list.

The agency notes this recommendation. The
Board could consider this proposal by
amending its list of approved credentials.

Some graduation requirements, such as
Economics and Personal Finance, are
required by Code. The agency encourages
the use of virtual programs if flexibility is
needed to receive the course content.
Further, if a student transfers in the twelfth
grade, it is encouraged to first attempt to
have the sending school issue the diploma
by transferring the credits back to the
sending school.

Parents (2)

Parent

Parent of a
student with a
disability

School board
member

Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to the Profile of a
Virginia Graduate:

e Consider emphasizing inclusion
for students with disabilities to
ensure that all children develop
the soft skills emphasized in the
Profile.

o Noted that not everyone wants
to go to college.

e Focus should be made on
trades such as mechanics,
welding, etc.

e Support expressed for access to
industry certifications and career
pathways as it will better
prepare students to meet the
expectations of the Profile.
Requested consideration be
given to use of industry

The agency encourages inclusive practices
as part of providing education in the least
restrictive environment to students with
disabilities.

The proposed regulations emphasize
multiple pathways to graduation for both
college and career readiness.

The proposed regulations emphasize
multiple pathways to graduation for both
college and career readiness, one of which
includes earning a career credential, which
could be in a trade.

The agency notes the support of this
proposal. Industry credentials are permitted
to be used as a substitute for either science
or history/social science verified credit in
certain circumstances.
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credentials as substitutes for
verified credit requirements at
the high school level

Parent e Concern that citizenship is The Profile of a Virginia Graduate describes
added as a factor in graduation | the traits for community and civic
but there are not quantifiable responsibility. Each school division will
metrics or definitions. determine how each of the 5Cs will be

assessed.
Several e Guidance and capacity-building | The agency intends to provide capacity

Administrators

support requested for
implementation, some noting
that extensive staff
development, modifications to
scheduling, and reallocation of
staff, and stressed that time and
resources will be needed.

building support and technical assistance as
implementation nears.

Parent of a
student with a
disability

Fine arts
teacher

School board
member

Teacher

School
counselor

Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to career readiness
and exploration:

¢ Internships should be available
for students with disabilities.

e The required middle school
career investigations course
could have a negative impact on
all elective classes, especially
those in the arts that are
sequential in nature. Fine arts
electives will be particularly
affected.

e Some school divisions will have
little opportunity to provide
internships because of a lack of
industry in the community

e Appreciation expressed for the
Board’s emphasis on workforce
readiness.

e Concern that school counselors
will be needed to support
academic and career planning,
meanwhile their roles have
shifted to non-counseling duties
in recent years.

The proposed regulations will require school
divisions to provide work-based learning
opportunities, such as internships.

The proposed regulations provide flexibility
for school divisions to determine at what
grade level the course will be provided at the
middle school level, and to permit alternative
means to be used to deliver the course
content.

Internships are one of a variety of work-
based learning opportunities that may be
provided. Work-based learning can be
provided in a variety of ways, such as
simulated workplaces, and local government
settings.

The agency notes the support.

The agency notes this concern. School
divisions can involve teaching staff and other
school professionals in the academic and
career planning process.
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Citizens (2)

Teacher

Consider allowing a two-year
sequence of computer
programming courses to meet
the requirements for two years
of foreign language and include
a one-semester course in
written communication
mandatory for all students.
(Two commenters)

Support expressed for the
development of performance-

Commenter Comment Agency response
Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to graduation
requirements:

Parent o Noted opposition to the verified | The proposed regulations reduce the number
credit system, because the of verified credits required for graduation,
system increases the pressure and introduces additional methods of earning
for students to pass the SOL some verified credits
tests and penalizes students
with disabilities and their
teachers.

School e Desire expressed for more The proposed regulations expand career

psychologist flexibility and opportunities to exploration and require schools to provide
explore careers and other work-based learning opportunities. No
interests, a reduction in the reduction in mathematics credits is proposed.
graduation credits for As the 5Cs are implemented, opportunities
mathematics. Mathematics exist to apply concepts across curriculum
courses should be tied to areas such as mathematics.
everyday life and typical jobs.

Student e Concern expressed for Section 60 of the regulations includes new
difficulties students have language providing more flexibility for
accruing credits when they transfer students, particularly with regard to
transfer into the state. When verified credits and tests taken in other
students are required to meet states.

Virginia’s credit requirements,
they do not have the opportunity
to take the courses that are of
most interest to them, but are
forced to re-take coursework
they may have completed
previously in another state.

Approximately o Fine arts should be a separate | There has been no change in the fine arts

20 teachers graduation requirement and not credlt,.as §22._1 -253._13:4.D.5 of the Code

through shared with career and technical establishes this requirement.

submitted ]

letters and education.

This has not been included in the graduation
requirements. A student may take a two-
year sequence of computer programming
courses as sequential electives. In addition,
instruction in writing is provided in all grade
levels and assessed in several grades.

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.
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based assessments for history
and social science.
Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to graduation
requirements for students with an
individualized education plan
(IEP):
Parent of a o Noted there is a lack of clear The agency is in the process of developing
student with a guidance on how and when to guidance addressing this topic.
disability implement the Standard
Diploma with credit
accommodations and the
Applied Studies Diploma.
The agency is in the process of developing
Parent of a e Noted that many disabled guidance addressing this topic.
student with a students are being tracked off
disability the Standard Diploma track
Parent of a e Concern expressed that public The agency is in the process of developing
student with a and private post-secondary guidance to establish more consistent
disability schools do not recognize the expectations for this diploma among IEP

Parents of a
student with a

Applied Studies Diploma for
admission.

Concerns expressed about the
inability of children with

teams.

The proposed regulations reduce the number
of verified credits required to earn a diploma,

disability (2) disabilities to earn a regular and provide opportunities for credit
diploma when they pass their accommodations for qualified students with
courses, but continue to fail their | disabilities.
SOL tests.
Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to assessments:
Citizen ¢ Remediation should not be The Code requires students identified in

Superintendent

Citizen

required because it is rote
remediation used to inflate
passing statistics.

Virginia’s assessment
components should be updated.
In the interim, consider allowing
school divisions with better
assessment measures to use
alternatives.

School divisions should be
required to notify parents of the
alternative testing methods that
are being used in the schools.

need of mathematics or reading intervention
services must receive these services. These
students to participate in remediation for
recovery credit.

The proposed regulations introduce new
approaches to assessment through the
introduction of performance assessments for
verified credit. School divisions may
nominate alternative tests used as part of the
verified credit system.

Schools are encouraged to communicate this
information with parents. The regulations
require schools to annually provide parents
information about certain policies and testing.
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Administrator

Citizen

Teacher

A School board
member, a
Division
superintendent,
and an
administrator

Continue reducing SOL testing
and increase the expectations
that school divisions incorporate
performance-based
assessments that focus on
problem solving, critical thinking,
and collaboration.

Reduce the number of SOL
tests and focus on the 5Cs

Reinstate the writing
assessment in 5th grade to
prepare students for those
assessments in middle and high
school.

Performance-based
assessments will allow teachers
to engage students in authentic
experiences to focus on
supporting growth. (Three
commenters)

Virginia should move beyond

The agency notes the support for reducing
SOL testing and the incorporation of
performance assessments. Federal
requirements and state law continue to
require testing at certain grade levels.

The regulations reduce the number of end-of-
course tests that students will be required to
take to earn a diploma and require students
to demonstrate skills in each of the 5Cs.

State law limits the SOL tests administered in
the fifth grade to reading, mathematics, and
science.

The agency notes the support for
performance based assessments.

Parent (via using a single test to determine The proposed regulations introduce
Town Hall) if a student has the appropriate performance assessments to be used as a
skills, as it places pressure on part of the assessment system. Schools also
students. Consider a more may administer approved substitute tests.
balanced approach that includes The regulations implement and recognize
multiple measures and student student growth as a component of the
growth. accreditation system.
Parent (via * g;sr:re)gtor;ostgjl_fgsc;ir;ggg ?ttir;e The agency notes the support, and notes that
Town Hall) stressful and does not evaluate | the implementation performance
the whole student. This is an assessments and local alternative
outdated method of testing assessments are intended to implement
basic memorization and forces more balanged approaches to evaluate
teachers to teach to the test. student achievement.
Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to the proposed
accreditation system:
Citizen e Opposition to a system where a | In the proposed accreditation system, when

school that failed standardized
testing requirements is deemed
accredited.

one or more school quality indicators are at
Level Three, the school will be designated
“Accredited with Conditions.” Further, the
current system does not recognize when
students do not pass the test, but
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Administrator

School Board
member

School Board
member

Citizens
(several) and
administrators

(2)

Administrator

rely on SOL testing and
students with an IEP are not
receiving appropriate support to
pass those tests.

e The proposed system will select
and sort school divisions based
on demographics, especially the
chronic absenteeism indicator.

e Further consideration should be
given to school divisions that
have a high percentage of
children living in poverty.

e The current accreditation
system fails to reflect the
achievement gaps of students of
color and economically
disadvantaged students, and
fails to celebrate the success
that schools have achieved over
the years because their gains
have not met the targets set by
the state.

e Support expressed for the use
of multiple measures that will
determine a school’s
performance and accountability
status.

e Concern expressed about the
potential of impacting a school
accreditation status if high
performing students opt-out of
SOL assessments due to having
already met the verified credit
requirement. Suggestion made
to align the required SOL
assessments to the required

Commenter Comment Agency response

demonstrate significant growth.

Parent e Concern that the proposed The proposed system intends to recognize
accreditation system would school and student level progress along with
allow a school failing the passing rates in content areas. The current
benchmarks for English to be system only recognizes when a school meets
accredited based on benchmarks.
improvement made.

Parent e The proposed system will still The proposed system will include an

achievement gap indicator that, which will
hold schools accountable for raising the
achievement of student subgroups, including
students with disabilities.

The current system results in selection and
sorting of schools by demographics. The
proposed system improves upon this by
emphasizing division- and school-level
improvement planning actions that can be
taken to improve performance in an indicator.

The proposed system will recognize high
performance in high poverty schools that can
share best practices with similarly-situated
schools.

The proposed system addresses these
concerns.

The agency notes the support for this
proposal.

High schools are held accountable for the
performance of all students, not only the
high-performing students. Keeping the same
number of end-of-course assessments
available will provide students several
opportunities to acquire verified credit.
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Administrator

Division
superintendent

number of verified credits.

Suggestion for further reduction
of the SOL requirements as a
component of school
accreditation for science and
history/social science at all
grade levels to enhance the
instructional experience and
quality of life for students and
teachers, and provide more
actionable performance
information than what is
available through SOL test
results. Also consider extending
the 11 semester rule to these
two content areas as it currently
applies to English and
mathematics.

The proposed system should
use measures that are poverty
neutral and do not unfairly
impact one type or group of
schools or students. Continue
consideration of additional
measures that are research-
based and support student
achievement.

The agency notes the support for reducing
SOL testing; however, federal requirements
and state law continue to require testing at
certain grade levels. Further, the “11
semester rule” for English learners already
applies to all content areas in the
accreditation system.

The proposed accreditation system includes
criteria for selecting school quality indicators,
including: research must demonstrate that
the indicator is related to academic
performance, standard data must exist for
the indicator, data must be reliable and valid,
performance in the indicator must be able to
be impacted through policies and actions, the
measure must differentiate among schools
based on progress of all students and
reporting groups, the indicator cannot unfairly
impact one type of schools, and the indicator
should moderately, or strongly correlate with
school level pass rates.

Citizens (2) and
teachers (2)

Division
superintendents

(2)

Citizens (2)

Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to the incorporation
of student growth into the

proposed accreditation system:

Support for the inclusion of
student growth in the
accreditation system.

Support noted for the inclusion
of growth measures, and other
methods should be considered
as authentic measures of
growth.

Concern that year-end testing in
grades 3 through 5 do not
consider growth in grades K
through 2. (Two commenters)

The agency notes the support.

The agency notes the support, and the
proposed regulations permit the addition of
other measures of growth in the future.

Local school divisions can assess for student
growth in the earlier grades. If the
accreditation system were to consider growth
in the earlier grades, additional tests would
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200 parents and
citizens

provided at public hearings regarding
the lack of recess time provided to
elementary school students. Many
specifically requested amendments
to the definition of instructional hours
and the standard school day to
include recess rather than exclude it
to provide flexibility to add more time
for recess if they chose to do so.

Commenter Comment Agency response
need to be administered.
Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to history/social
science and the proposed
accreditation system:

Teachers e Concern that there will be no School divisions will continue to be required

(several) state accountability for social to provide instruction in the SOL for social
studies. Some school divisions | studies, and the number of standard credits
have diverted attention away required for graduation remains unchanged.
from social studies instruction The implementation of other ways to assess
and increased focus on science | in this subject area, such as performance
at the elementary level due to assessments, are intended to provide a
the elimination of SOL balanced assessment approach,
assessments. emphasizing the 5Cs.

Citizen e Concern that accountability for School divisions will continue to be required
history and social science will to provide instruction in the SOL for social
be eliminated and impact studies, and the number of standard credits
student’s understanding of civic | required for graduation remains unchanged.
responsibility. Assessments are | The implementation of other ways to assess
necessary to focus on learning in this subject area, such as performance
and understanding of the world. | assessments, are intended to provide a

balanced assessment approach,
emphasizing the 5Cs, including civic
engagement.

Approximately Several comments were submitted or | The regulations require all schools to provide

elementary students with recess time.
Schools are permitted to provide additional
time for recess; however, it may not count
toward instructional time. The definition of
recess is proposed to be amended to clarify
that recess is to be a break from structured
classroom instruction.

Several parents
and citizens

Several parents
and citizens

Several comments were provided at
public hearings regarding the lack of
family life education (FLE):

e Several commenters noted
concerns about how FLE is
being implemented in their
locality.

e Some commenters noted the
importance of providing FLE.

The Code and the regulations provide each
community with the opportunity to implement
the Board’s FLE program, or develop a
program consistent with the Board’s
guidelines, or to opt out of providing FLE.
Concerns about local implementation should
be addressed with the local school board.

Several comments were submitted
or provided at public hearings that
were specific to other miscellaneous
topics:
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Citizen e A greater focus should be made | The regulations emphasize interdisciplinary
on interdisciplinary learning, science courses, and provide a new diploma
environmental literacy, and civic | seal recognizing excellence in science and
action. the environment. The Board has also
amended its approved course list to permit
environmental courses to be used to satisfy
graduation requirements. Civic responsibility
has been emphasized as a component of the
5Cs.
Citizen e World languages should be Sections 80 through 100 of the regulations
taught at every grade level. require world language to be offered in
middle school and high school, and
encourage such offerings in elementary
school.

All changes made in this regulatory action

Please list all changes that are being proposed and the consequences of the proposed changes.
Describe new provisions and/or all changes to existing sections. Explain the new requirements and what
they mean rather than merely quoting the proposed text of the regulation.

Current Proposed Current requirement Proposed change and rationale
section new section
number number, if

applicable
8VAC20- | NA This section includes Definition of the term “authentic performance
131-5 additional definitions for assessment” has been added.

these regulations.

Definition of the term “Board of Education” or
“board” added, as prescribed in the
Constitution of Virginia and the Code of
Virginia.

Definition of “class period” revised for clarity.

Definition of the term “combined school” has
been deleted.

Definition of the term “department” added to
reference the Virginia Department of
Education.

Definition of the term “eligible students” has
been deleted.

Definition of the term “English Learner” has
been added as now referenced in the
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Current Proposed Current requirement Proposed change and rationale
section | new section
number number, if

applicable

Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

Definition of the term “growth” has been
added to establish that growth applies to
student-level progress.

Definition of the term “instructional day” has
been added.

Definition of the term “instructional hours”
has been added.

Definition of the term “planning period”
revised to mean a segment of time in middle
and secondary schools during the
instructional day that is unencumbered of
any teaching or supervisory duties, is not
less than 45 minutes or the equivalent of a
class period, whichever is greater, and which
includes passing time for class changes.

Definition of the term “planning time” for
elementary teachers has been added in
accordance with the Code of Virginia at §
22.1-291.1.

Definition of the term “recess” has been
amended for clarity.

Definition of the term “reconstitution” has
been deleted.

Added definition of “reporting group,” as that
term is applied to the achievement gap
school quality indicator used for accreditation
purposes.

Definition of “standard school year” revised
to replace “teaching hours” with “instructional
hours.”

Definition of “standard unit of credit” revised
to reflect flexibility in Board of Education
guidelines for local school board alternatives
to 140 clock hour requirement.

Definition of “student” revised to replace term
“person with Limited English Proficiency”
with “for whom English is a second
language.”
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Current
section
number

Proposed
new section
number, if
applicable

Current requirement

Proposed change and rationale

Definition of “student periods” has been
deleted.

Definition of “verified units of credit” revised
to include additional methods of receiving a
verified credit, including locally awarded
verified credits and authentic performance
assessments.

8VAC20- | NA
131-10

This regulation describes
the purpose of the
regulations to provide the
foundation of high quality
educational programs,
encourage continuous
improvement, foster public
confidence, assure
recognition of Virginia’s
public schools by other
institutions of learning, and
establish a means of
determining the
effectiveness of schools.

The mission of the public education system
to educate students so that they will be
equipped for an informed and successful
private life is amended to eliminate the word
“private,” to impact a student’s whole life —
not just his or her private life.

Language revised to indicate that the
regulations will provide the foundation for the
provision of a high quality public education,
and the intent statement is revised and
expanded.

Requires the Board to promulgate
regulations which shall include, but not be
limited to, student outcome measures,
requirements and guidelines for instructional
programs and for the integration of
educational technology into such
instructional programs, administrative and
instructional staffing levels and positions,
including staff positions for supporting
educational technology, student services,
auxiliary education programs such as library
and media services, course and credit
requirements for graduation from high
school, community relations, and the
philosophy, goals, and objectives of public
education in Virginia, as established in the
Standards of Quality.

8VAC20- | NA
131-20

Requires schools to have
current philosophy, goals,
and objectives, and
establishes criteria for
such.

Establishes factors affecting school quality
and continual improvement and overall goals
and objectives for student learning,
achievement, and preparation.

Establishes expectations for preparation of
graduates who have explored and
understand what opportunities exist for them
after high school and who have the
knowledge and abilities necessary for the
next phase of their lives as adults

Requires the philosophy, goals, and
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Current
section
number

Proposed
new section
number, if
applicable

Current requirement

Proposed change and rationale

objectives of individual schools to reflect and
encompass the means by which both the
Standards of Learning (SOL) and Standards
of Accreditation (SOA) are to be achieved

Establishes the Board’s objective to provide
an education foundation that ensures
students are ready to be successful in a
global economy, which includes a changing
and growing technology.

Explains that the Board is redesigning the
public school experience so students will be
adequately prepared for future challenges.

Establishes the expectation for college-,
career-, and citizenship- ready students to
have mastered academic knowledge,
workplace skills, career exploration and
planning, and civic and community
responsibility.

8VAC20- | NA
131-30

In kindergarten through the
eighth grade, students are
expected to take Virginia
assessment program tests
and accelerated students
are required to take tests of
the grade level enrolled or
the test for the grade level
of the content received in
instruction.

Students are not required
to take more than one test
in any content area per
year.

With such funds as may be
appropriated by the
General Assembly, the
board shall provide criteria
for an expedited retake of
an SOL test.

Recommends that students
in kindergarten through
eighth grade not be
required to attend summer
or weekend remediation
solely due to failing a

Clarifies that students who are accelerated
shall only take the test aligned with the
highest grade level, following instruction on
the content

Language added to clarify that expedited
retakes are an exemption to the prohibition
on requiring students to take more than one
test in any content area per year.

Language referencing “with such funds as
may be appropriated by the General
Assembly” deleted in reference to criteria for
an expedited retake of any SOL test.

Specifies that any student failing all SOL
assessments for the relevant grade level in
grades three through eight or failing an end-
of-course test required for verified credit shall
be required to receive remediation, as
required by the Standards of Quality.
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Current Proposed Current requirement Proposed change and rationale
section | new section
number number, if
applicable
science or history/social
science SOL test.
Requires students in middle | Requires division certification that policies
and secondary schools to prevents changes in students’ course
take all applicable SOL schedules to avoid end-of-course SOL
tests at the end of the assessments.
course, and a
corresponding verified Exempts students from taking an end of
credit shall be awarded to course SOL test if they have already
students with passing acquired the number of verified credits
scores. needed to graduate, unless the test is
required by federal accountability rules.
8VAC20- Establishes the This section is amended to only be
131-50 requirements for a high applicable to students in the ninth grade
school diploma. class through 2017-2018. Refer to the new
section 8VAC20-131-51 for graduation
requirements for students entering the ninth
grade in 2018-2019 or thereafter
Students earning a diploma | In accordance with the Standards of Quality
must earn a certain number | (§ 22.1-253.13:4), a computer science
of credits in mathematics, course credit earned by students may be
laboratory science, and considered a science, mathematics, or
career and technical career and technical education course credit.
education areas.
Students completing certain | Technical edit to clarify eligibility for the
requirements shall receive | Governor’'s Seal and Board of Education
the Governor’s Seal or Seal.
Board of Education Seal.
NA 8VAC20-131- | Currently, graduation This proposed section will set forth the
51 requirements are set forth graduation requirements for students

in 8VAC20-131-50. That
section is proposed to be
retained, to reflect
graduation requirements for
students who enter the
ninth grade prior to the
2018-2019 school year.

entering the ninth grade in the 2018-2019
school year or thereafter.

The proposed graduation requirements are
intended to provide multiple paths toward
college, career, and citizenship readiness,
and instructional programs leading toward a
diploma are required to be aligned with the
Board'’s Profile of a Virginia Graduate.

Pathways toward graduation shall provide
opportunities tied to instruction to achieve
workplace and citizenship skills through
experiences such as internships,
externships, credentialing, and blended
learning, which may be offered for credit
toward graduation.

31




Town Hall Agency Background Document

Attachment B

Form: TH-03

Current Proposed Current requirement Proposed change and rationale
section | new section
number number, if

applicable

Provisions are included to clarify that middle
school students shall receive credit toward
graduation for successfully completing high
school courses.

For clarity, the definitions and methods of
receiving a standard and verified unit of
credit are repeated from 8VAC20-131-5 and
8VAC20-131-110.

No more than one locally awarded verified
credit may be used to satisfy graduation
requirements.

The requirements for receiving a Standard or
Advanced Studies Diploma, previously
presented in 8VAC20-131-50, have been
reorganized in this new section and clearly
provide the requirements in tables and
eliminate footnotes.

The substantive changes to the prior
graduation requirements that were set forth
in 8VAC20-131-50 include:

e Reduces the number of required
verified credits from six (Standard)
and nine (Advanced) to five for each.

e Permits the Board to approve
additional mathematics courses
used to satisfy graduation
requirements for a Standard
Diploma.

e Courses used to meet laboratory
science course requirements shall
include interdisciplinary courses that
incorporate SOL content from
multiple academic areas.

e In accordance with the Standards of
Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:4), a
computer science course credit
earned by students may be
considered a science, mathematics,
or career and technical education
course credit.

¢ Requires students seeking an
Advanced Studies diploma to
complete two sequential electives,
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as required by HB895/SB336 (2016).

e Requires students to complete either
advanced coursework or earn a
career and technical education
credential for either a Standard or an
Advanced Studies diploma as
required by HB895/SB336 (2016).

e Requires students to acquire and
demonstrate skills in the “5Cs” —
critical thinking, creative thinking,
collaboration, communication, and
citizenship, in accordance with the
Board’s Profile of a Virginia
Graduate.

Incorporates requirements for an Applied
Studies Diploma, a Certificate of Program
Completion, or a high school equivalency
credential which are currently set out in the
Code.

Adds a new diploma seal: “Seal for
Excellence in Science and the Environment.”

Replaces the term “foreign language ” with
“world language.”

8VAC20- | NA
131-60

schools.

This section provides the
graduation requirements for
students who transfer into
Virginia’s public high

Specifies the tests to be accepted by school
divisions from a sending state, country,
private school, or Department of Defense
Educational Activity school for the award of
verified credit in courses previously
completed at another school or program of
study.

Provides that any substitute test approved by
the Board for verified credit shall be
accepted in lieu of the applicable SOL if the
applicable standard credit has been earned
by the student.

Consolidates all graduation requirements for
transfer students into subsection G.
Previously, only verified credit requirements
were described.

Specifies whether diploma requirements
provided in 8VAC20-131-50 or 8VAC20-131-
51 are applicable to transfer students,
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depending on the year and grade in which
the student transfers, to comply with
enactment clause 6 in HB895 (20186).
8VAC20- | NA This regulation describes Adds requirement for school boards to
131-70 the requirements for the develop and implement a program of
school divisions’ program of | instruction that is aligned to the SOL and
instruction and learning meets Board requirements, as currently set
objectives. out in the Code. Subject areas to be
emphasized are specified.
Adds expectation for instructional programs
and learning objectives to ensure students
acquire knowledge, skills, competencies and
experiences needed for success, and
acquire and demonstrate proficiency in the
“5Cs.”
Sets expectation for instructional programs
and learning objectives to include career
exploration in elementary and middle
schools. In the later school years,
expectations are set forth for workplace and
civic readiness.
Requires gifted/talented Eliminates this requirement.
students to be taught by
teachers with special
training or experience with
such students.
8VAC20- | NA Requires elementary Adds requirement for elementary schools to
131-80 schools to provide provide instruction in career exploration.
instruction in certain subject
areas. In accordance with the Standards of Quality,
requires provision of early identification of
reading and mathematics problems and
provide instructional strategies for assisting
students in those areas.
In accordance with the Standards of Quality,
reading intervention services should be
provided by school divisions to students who
are in kindergarten through grade three and
who demonstrate deficiencies in reading.
8VAC20- | NA Requires middle schools to | Adds requirement for middle schools to
131-90 provide instruction in provide a course in career investigation. This
certain subject areas. course may be delivered through alternate
means provided that the alternative is
equivalent in content and rigor.
Requires middle school Replaces the 140 clock hour requirement in
students to be provided 140 | each of the four academic disciplines with “a
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clock hours in English, total of 560 instructional hours” per year in
mathematics, science, and | the four academic disciplines. Language
history and social science, | referencing an alternative schedule of
however sixth grade instruction for sixth-grade is deleted.
students may be provided
an alternative schedule, so
long as those four subject
areas total 560 clock hours.
Requires students with In accordance with the Standards of Quality,
reading difficulties to be adds a requirement to require certain
provided additional students in need of mathematics remediation
instruction in reading, which | in grades 6-8 to be provided with additional
may include summer instruction in mathematics, which may
school. include summer school, and algebra
readiness intervention.
8VAC20- | NA Requires high schools to Adds requirement for secondary schools to
131-100 provide instruction in provide a program of instruction which
certain subject areas. encompasses the requirements of the Profile
of Virginia Graduate, including student
knowledge, skills, and competencies; the
acquisition and demonstration of the 5Cs;
and the offering of opportunities for
internships, externships, work-based
experiences, and credentialing.
Requires high schools to Adds requirement for such career and
offer career and technical technical education choices to incorporate
education choices. knowledge of regional workforce needs and
opportunities.
Adds requirement for high schools to offer
opportunities for participation in work
experiences, such as internships,
externships, and other work-based learning
experiences, and to attain workforce and
career readiness and industry credentials.
Permits classroom driver Permits the 36 class periods to be calculated
education to count for 36 as the equivalent of 36 class periods in
class periods of health minutes.
education.
Requires students with In accordance with the Standards of Quality,
reading difficulties to be adds a requirement to require certain
provided additional students in need of mathematics remediation
instruction in reading, which | in the ninth grade to be provided with algebra
may include summer readiness intervention services.
school.
8VAC20- | NA Establishes the standard Permits waiver of the 140 clock hours of
131-110 unit of credit used to meet instruction as provided in the Standards of
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graduation requirements, Quality, and in accordance with Board
which is based on a guidelines, effective with students enrolled in
minimum of 140 clock the 2015-2016 school year.
hours of instruction and
successful completion of
the course.
Establishes the verified unit | Adds to the methods of achieving a verified
of credit and describes the | credit:
methods of earning such e Students entering the ninth grade for the
credits, and permits locally first time in the 2018-2019 school year or
awarded verified credits to thereafter and who do not pass certain
be awarded in science and SOL tests and who meet Board criteria
history and social science. , o
may receive locally awarded verified
credits in English, mathematics,
laboratory science or history and social
science according to Board guidelines.
Not more than one verified credit may be
counted toward graduation requirements.
e For history and social science and
English (writing), an authentic
performance assessment can be used to
demonstrate mastery of content.
Sets criteria for board- Adds option for a statewide-administered test
approved additional tests be considered for approval as an additional
used to confer verified test.
credit, including
requirement that the test be
administered on a
multistate or international
basis.
8VAC20- | NA Permits credit to be Eliminates this provision
131-120 awarded for middle and
secondary summer school
courses in 70 clock hours if
the credit is for a repeat
course
8VAC20- | NA Requires middle and Emphasis on college preparation is replaced
131-140 secondary schools to with equal emphasis on college and career

provide early identification
and enrollment of students
in a college preparation
program including an
emphasis on experiences
to motivate disadvantaged
and minority students to
attend college

preparation.
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section | new section

number number, if

applicable

Establishes requirements Provides that current requirements for ACPs
for Academic and Career shall only be effective through the 2017-2018
Plans (ACP) to be school year.
developed during the
middle school years and New requirements for ACPs effective with
updated in the ninth and the 2018-2019 school year are provided,
eleventh grades. including:

¢ Requirements for elementary, middle,
and high schools to provide for the
identification by all students of personal
interests, and to support planning for
post-secondary and career preparation.

e Requires elementary students to begin
career exploration through development
of an Academic and Career Plan
Portfolio, which is to be used as the
foundation for the ACP that is developed
in the seventh grade and completed by
the end of the fall semester of the eighth
grade year.

¢ Requires middle school students to
select a career pathway and complete a
career investigations course, or an
equivalent alternative, which is to be
used as a basis for developing the ACP.

e Requires the ACP to be reviewed and
updated annually.

e Provisions are made for students who
transfer after eighth grade to complete
an ACP.

8VAC20- | NA Establishes a standard Language added to include 990 instructional
131-150 school year as 180 hours as the length of the standard school
instructional days, and a year.
standard school day for
grades one through 12 as Specifies that the standard school day
an average of 5% includes passing time for class changes.
instructional hours,
excluding breaks for meals
and recess.
8VAC20- | NA Requires credit for work Amended to specify that homebound
131-180 completed by students instruction is to be provided under the

supervision of a licensed teacher, qualified in
the relevant area, as required by Va. Code
§§ 22.1-253.13:2 and 22.1-299.
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applicable
appropriately licensed
professional.
Permits students receiving | Reorganized language regarding alternative
home instruction to enroll in | means of instruction and virtual courses
and receive credit for combined into one section. Clarifying
supervised correspondence | language regarding standard and verified
courses. credits also added. Language regarding
correspondence courses deleted and
replaced with the term “virtual courses.”
8VAC20- | NA Requires schools to provide | Adds “resources” to list of supports for the
131-190 a variety of materials and instructional program.
equipment.
8VAC20- | NA The regulation provides the | In accordance with Standards of Quality
131-200 requirements for requirements, adds requirement for schools
extracurricular and other to provide a physical fitness program for all
school activities, including students in kindergarten through grade five
recess. for 100 minutes per week on average. Also
adds requirement for schools to make
available a physical fitness program for all
students in grades 6-12 with a goal of 150
minutes per week on average.
8VAC20- | NA Recognizes the principal as | Repetitive introductory paragraph regarding
131-210 the school’s instructional principal deleted.
leader and manager and
establishes several Revises and clarifies several of the
responsibilities for each principal’s responsibilities. The revisions
role. focus on fostering the success of all students
through several core principles, including
community engagement, a culture of
continuous improvement, compliance with
regulations and laws, effectively managing
resources, and ensuring test security,
including a prohibition on student’s access to
cell phones during test administration.
8VAC20- | NA Establishes the roles of Revises the “correct use of language and
131-220 professional teaching staff, | spelling” with “the use of Standard English.”
including serving as a role
model for effective Closure of achievement gaps among groups
communication and the of students added as an area of aspiration.
correct use of language
and spelling, and striving to
strengthen basic skills of
students in all subjects.
8VAC20- | NA Establishes minimum Replaced outdated reference to guidance
131-240 guidance counselor staffing | counselor with school counselor.

Eliminated staffing requirements for
secondary school counselors, and replaced
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with reference to requirements set out in
Code.
Establishes standard Revised standard teaching load and planning
teaching load, including periods required for middle and secondary
maximum numbers of class | school teachers so that they are identical.
periods and student
periods, and planning Revised language to eliminate references to
periods required for middle | student periods used to calculate a teacher’s
and secondary school standard load. References instead are made
teachers. to the numbers of students taught per week.
Requires each middle and Revised to clarify and reference definition of
high school teacher to be “planning period.”
provided one planning
period per day or the Specifies that elementary classroom teacher
equivalent, as provided in shall be provided at least an average of 30
the Standards of Quality. minutes per day during the students' school
week as planning time as required by the
Code of Virginia.
8VAC20- | NA Requires a fire drill to be Language revised, as provided by 2016
131-260 conducted once weekly legislation, to require a fire drill at least twice
during the first month of during the first 20 school days and two
school and once monthly additional fire drills during the remainder of
during the remainder of the | the school term.
year.
Requires at least two lock
down drills each school
year, in September and
January.
8VAC20- | NA As part of parent and Renames the School Performance Report
131-270 community school Card to the School Quality Profile.
communications programs,
schools shall provide Requires the School Quality Profile to
annually the School include, but not be limited to: accountability,
Performance Report Card. assessments, enrollment and demographics,
college and career readiness, finance,
learning environment, and teacher quality.
8VAC20- | NA These sections establish These sections are proposed to be repealed
131-280 the process for accrediting | and replaced with Sections 8VAC20-131-370
through public schools, through 8VAC20-131-430.
8VAC20- improvement actions
131-360 required of schools not
meeting the requirements
for full accreditation, certain
procedures to waive these
regulations, and effective
dates.
8VAC20-131- Establishes the principles and purpose of
370 school accountability and accreditation
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systems, and describes the components of
such systems.

Provides that schools are to be accredited
based upon meeting certain minimum
standards and on continuous improvement of
performance levels on school quality
indicators.

Provides that components of the
accountability system include the federal
accountability provisions required under the
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA)
and the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).

8VAC20-131-
380

The existing accreditation
system is described in
8VAC20-131-280 through
8VAC20-131-300, which
are to be repealed.

Provides that school quality is to be
measured for each school using multiple
school quality indicators including student
academic outcome measures and other
factors associated with student learning.

The school quality indicators include:

e Academic achievement in English,
including measures of growth in
elementary and middle schools, and
progress toward English proficiency
in English learners

e Academic achievement in
mathematics, including measures of
growth in elementary and middle
schools

e Academic achievement in science

e Academic achievement gaps in
English and mathematics

e Graduation and completion index for
high schools only

o Dropout rate in high schools only

e Chronic absenteeism rates

e College, career, and civic readiness
index for high schools only (effective
for the 2021-22 school year)

Provides that schools will be held
accountable on each of the adopted school
quality indicators, based on its measurement
against performance benchmarks for a given
school quality indicator.

Establishes three performance levels:
e Level One: At or Above Standard
e |evel Two: Near Standard
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e Level Three: Below Standard

Provides that benchmarks are used to
designate performance levels for each
school quality indicator. Performance levels
are used to describe whether a school’s
performance in a given school quality
indicator meets standards or demonstrates
adequate improvement.

Provides that a performance level will be
assigned for each applicable school quality
indicator for each school.

Specifies the criteria the Board is to consider
when selecting school quality indicators and
the process that the Board is to follow in
determining the benchmarks that will form
the upper and lower limits for each
performance level.

Describes the school quality indicators that
are to be used, and sets benchmarks for
each performance level.

Performance levels described based on
minimum levels of performance, which can
be adjusted through board guidance as
schools continuously improve, with adequate
notice provided to school boards.

Provides that effective with the 2018-2019
school year, performance levels will be
applied to school quality indicators for
accreditation purposes, except for the
college, career, and civic readiness index,
which will not be applied until the 2021-2022
school year.

Provides that during the transition year of
2018-2019, the designation “Accredited” may
be awarded using the new accreditation
rules or the 2017-2018 rules.

Provides that if a school has a grade
configuration where no state assessments
are required to be administered, such
schools shall be paired with another school
for accreditation purposes.

Relocates and revises the provisions for
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when assessments for English Learner and
transfer students apply to a school’s
academic performance calculations. These
provisions are currently set out in 8VAC20-
131-280.D.

Permits the Board to adopt special
provisions for any indicator. Previously, only
dropout rate included language for special
provisions.

Permits the Board to add or remove
assessments, and to adopt special
provisions for school quality indicators when
assessments are revised or phased in.

Permits the Board to adopt measures of
student growth to be incorporated into the
calculation of certain school quality
indicators.

Includes language permitting school boards
to appeal performance level designations in
limited circumstances that would warrant
special consideration.

8VAC20-131-

The existing accreditation
390 system is described in
8VAC20-131-280 through
8VAC20-131-300, which
are to be repealed.

Provides that schools shall be accredited
provided that actions required by 8VAC20-
131-400 are completed, and that compliance
with certain SOA requirements has been
documented by the principal and school
superintendent.

Establishes school accreditation ratings
which will be assigned for the academic year
2018-2019:

e “Accredited”

e “Accredited with Conditions”

e “Accreditation Denied”

Provides that performance levels for school
quality indicators will be reviewed on an
annual basis, and that the resulting actions
required by 8VAC20-131-400 must be taken.

Establishes a triennial accreditation cycle for
schools that meet the requirements for
“Accredited” status for a consecutive three-
year period.

8VAC20-131-

Actions required of schools
400 that are not meeting
expectations are currently

Requires all schools to develop
comprehensive plans as required by Code,
and requires improvement plans and
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described in 8VAC131-310
and 8VAC20-131-315,
which are to be repealed.

corrective action plans to be incorporated
into the comprehensive plans.

Establishes actions required of schools and
school divisions based upon performance
levels in each school quality indicator and
other factors.

School improvement plans for Level Two
indicators would require local school boards
approval, and such plans could be subject to
a department-established review process.

If a school is at Level Two in an academic
area, such schools would undergo a
department academic review, and school
improvement plans would be subject to a
department-established review process,
which may include peer review from another
school division.

Corrective action plans would be required for
Level Three indicators.

Provides a process by which a division may
be required to enter into a state
superintendent to local superintendent
agreement, depending on the level of
direction and intervention needed.

Establishes a process by which a school
board would be required to enter into a
memorandum of understanding to delineate
school improvement responsibilities, when a
school division fails to adopt or implements
components of a corrective action plan.

Establishes the process by which the Board
would consider designating a school as
“Accreditation Denied” when a school fails to
adopt and implement corrective action plans
with fidelity.

Provides, as provided in the Appropriation
Act, that when a school board has failed or
refused to meet certain school improvement
obligations, the payment of At-Risk Add-On
funds shall be withheld to the school division
until it corrects its failures.

Language from existing SOA and SOQ
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related to Board authority to pursue
additional remedies including court action to
seek compliance with school laws.
8VAC20-131- | The Virginia Index of Relocates the provisions for the existing
410 Performance Program is Virginia Index of Performance Program for
established in 8VAC20- recognizing high performing schools from
131-325, which is to be 8VAC20-131-325.
repealed.
Establishes recognition for schools
demonstrating exemplar performance on
school quality indicators.
8VAC20-131- | Alternative accreditation Relocates and revises provisions permitting
420 plans and certain waivers the Board to approve alternative
may be granted in accreditation plans and to waive certain
accordance with 8VAC20- provisions of the SOA.
131-280.C and F, 8VAC20-
131-290.D, and 8VAC20-
131-350, which are to be
repealed.
8VAC20-131- | Effective dates are Establishes that the revised SOA will be
430 currently described in effective for the 2018-2019 school year.

Clarifies the effective dates for phasing in
revisions to graduation requirements, locally
awarded verified credit provisions, academic
and career planning requirements, and
application of the career and college
readiness indicator as a school quality
indicator.
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