Q: Why was this investigation conducted?
A: The investigation was initiated after citizens raised concerns and submitted complaints regarding various city matters, including public records requests, meeting procedures, economic development activities, procurement practices, ethics, and allegations of misconduct. The Coweta City Council referred these concerns to the Coweta Police Department for review and investigation.
Q: What was the overall conclusion of the investigation?
A: The investigation found no substantiated criminal conduct. Most allegations were determined to be unsubstantiated, meaning the evidence reviewed did not support the finding that laws or criminal statutes had been violated. Some allegations were determined to be inconclusive, meaning investigators did not find sufficient evidence to establish criminal intent or criminal wrongdoing. 
Q: Were any city officials charged with a crime?
A: No. The investigation did not identify evidence supporting criminal charges against any city official, employee, or other individual involved in the allegations reviewed.
Q: Did the investigation find violations of the Oklahoma Open Records Act?
A: No. Allegations related to Open Records Act violations were found to be unsubstantiated. Investigators considered the findings from the Oklahoma Attorney General's Public Access Counselor, who indicated that records requests were handled appropriately and in accordance with legal requirements.
Q: Did the investigation find violations of the Oklahoma Open Meetings Act?
A: One allegation involving the Open Meetings Act was determined to be inconclusive. While certain concerns were reviewed, investigators did not find sufficient evidence to establish criminal intent or criminal wrongdoing.
Q: Were allegations of misuse of office, bribery, or conflicts of interest substantiated?
A: No. The investigation found no evidence of bribery, improper compensation, undisclosed financial benefits, conflicts of interest, or other misconduct that would support these allegations.
Q: What findings were made regarding Project Atlas and economic development activities?
A: Investigators reviewed concerns related to Project Atlas, communications with developers, and the use of confidentiality agreements. The investigation found no evidence that confidentiality agreements were used to improperly conceal public records or violate state law. All City Council (who are also the trust members of the Coweta Industrial Authority) conversations pertaining to the sale of Coweta Industrial Authority land were held in public meeting. The land sale was not discussed in executive session. 
Q: What was determined regarding the fireworks contract?
A: The fireworks contract procurement process was reviewed. Investigators found no evidence of unlawful favoritism or violations of Oklahoma law. The Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation concluded that the contract did not meet the statutory threshold requiring formal competitive bidding procedures.
Q: Did the investigation identify any policy concerns?
A: While no criminal violations were substantiated, the investigation noted that some citizen concerns involved issues of public perception, transparency expectations, or policy disagreements rather than criminal conduct.
Q: What evidence was reviewed during the investigation?
A: Investigators reviewed citizen complaints, police reports, sworn statements, public records, city documents, legal opinions, Attorney General findings, and information and findings from outside agencies, including the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation and the Wagoner County District Attorney's Office.
Q: Is the investigation closed?
A: The investigation has reached its findings and conclusions. However, the Coweta Police Department stated that any new credible evidence that emerges will be reviewed and investigated as appropriate.
Q: What message does the city hope residents take from these findings?
A: The findings indicate that allegations were taken seriously and thoroughly investigated. The review found no substantiated criminal conduct, while reinforcing the need for ongoing transparency and accountability to build and maintain public trust in local government.

